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Cultivating Major Gifts 

 
Deeper Cultivation Questions to Ask Your Donors 

 
1. How did you come to make a gift to us? 

2. What is it about our mission that speaks to you? 

3. What do you think of our organization? 

4. Why do you think our cause is important? 

5. How long has it been since you visited us? Why? 

6. Tell me about your personal experience with our organization. 

7. What is your favorite program that we have? Why? 

8. How has our organization impacted your life or someone in your family’s life? 

9. What are you looking for in your relationship with our organization? 

10.What do you like best about what we do? 

11. What do you like least? 

12. What is your experience as a donor to us? 

13.Do you feel appreciated as a donor? 

14.Do you feel well-informed through our donor communications? 

15.How could we communicate better to you and to our other donors? 

16. How do you feel about the “benefits” you receive from us as a donor? (this may or 

may not be a relevant question.) 

17. Do you have any suggestions for improving the donor experience? 

18.Do you know any of our board members? 

19.What do you think is our community reputation? 

20.Do you have any concerns about our organization? 

21.What are your impressions of our fundraising priorities?  
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22.What are your impressions of our fundraising program? 

23.Can I ask your advice on how we could create a stronger fundraising 

effort?  

24.Who else should we get involved? 

25.How should we involve them? 

26.Impressions of our leadership? 

27.Impressions of our mission? 

28. What would you like to know about us that you don’t know now? 
 
 

When you want to delve more deeply into their philanthropy: 
 

29. What other organizations and causes are you involved in? 

30.How do you support these causes? 

31. Why do you support these causes? 

32. How do you make your philanthropic decisions? 

33.Why do you support our organization? 

34.What inclines you to want to make a large gift? 

35.What about giving do you enjoy the most? 

36. Has your philanthropy changed focus in the past? 

37. What impact are you trying to make through your philanthropy? 

38. What’s most important to you when you choose an organization to support? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The whole point of cultivation is to get your prospect as 

passionate about your cause as you are! 
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When you want to know where your own organization stands: 
 

39. Are we among your top three philanthropic priorities? 

40.Why or why not? 

41.What would it take for our organization to become higher on your priority list? 
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