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WHAT 
HAPPENS 

WHEN 
YOU GIVE
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THANK YOU.

This is not a booklet with an agenda.

I won’t try to get you to give more, take the next financial step, 

or sell your possessions and give the proceeds to the church.  

You’ve already given, so I want to say thanks.

I want to say thanks because what you’ve done is a big deal.  

More important, God sees it as a big deal.

Maybe you acted without as much as a second thought.  Or 

maybe you wrestled many nights over what a financial sacrifice 

would require of you and your family. 

Either way, what you did was give. And what you did 

was significant.
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I hope that what you find on these pages opens your eyes just a 

bit to why your giving matters.

You won’t be asked to give more. You won’t be asked to 

dig deeper.  There is no agenda here  — only appreciation 

and gratitude.

In the next few pages, we’ll examine God’s response to 

generosity — generosity you’ve already displayed.

Rather than focus on your next step, I want to help you 

understand the step you’ve already taken.  I want to help you 

understand what happens when you give.

THANK YOU.
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CHAPTER ONE 
YOU REALIZED 

YOUR PURPOSE.
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The beginning of human history is recorded in the first few 

chapters of the Bible. It’s the story of a man and a woman, a 

serpent and a tree.

It’s a fast-moving story. In a mere 798 words, we go from 

absolutely nothing to something out of nothing.  

There’s suspense, drama, action, adventure, and betrayal.  The 

first man sets out to name the first animal.  He meets the first 

woman, works the first job, and commits the first sin.

Dropped into this narrative is a remarkable principle that 

shapes the identity of every human being who has ever lived.

God created the tomato plant and the Giant Sequoia tree. He 

made zebras, eagles, swordfish, and ladybugs. He  

created the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, and the fish 

of the sea.

But the pinnacle of His creation was a man and a woman.  And 

the fingerprint placed on those first human beings extends to 

you today.

YOU WERE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.
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Genesis tells it this way: “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind 

in our image, in our likeness.’ . . . So God created mankind in 

his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them” (Gen. 1:26–27 NIV).

It might be tempting to brush past a familiar verse and lose the 

significance of the message. But don’t miss this. 

You and I and everyone on the planet — of every age, every 

color, and every gender — were formed in the very image 

of God.  

At the start of the greatest story ever told is one of the greatest 

truths we could ever hear: You were made in God’s likeness.  

You differ from every other created being because you were 

created in the image of the Creator.

What we read in Genesis, before the forbidden fruit and the 

cowardly lie, the shameful hiding and the cursed leaving, are 

the first words God said about us. 

“You were created to resemble Me.”
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Sure, sin has messed with the picture.  Yes, the image has been 

distorted.  But it’s still there.  The image has been blurred, but 

the divine mark exists.

You were created with the potential to exhibit characteristics of 

the One whose mark we bear.

GOD IS LOVE, SO WE LOVE.

GOD IS KIND, SO WE SHOW KINDNESS.

GOD GIVES, SO WE ARE CALLED 

TO BE GENEROUS.

What does the image of God have to do with Christian 

generosity?  Plenty. 

Romans 8:32 describes a generous God who wants to 

graciously bless His children.  James 1:17 reminds us that every 

good and perfect gift comes from God.  John 3:16 teaches us 

that God gave His only son so that we might have eternal life.

HOW GENEROUS IS GOD?  

HE GAVE US HIS ONLY SON.  



8

“YOU WERE 

CREATED TO 

RESEMBLE 

ME.”
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When you were knitted together in your mother’s womb,  

being formed in the image of God, you were wired fearfully and 

wonderfully for generosity.  In a tangible and intentional way, 

you were made for this. God’s generous nature is imprinted on 

your soul.  

When you see hunger, injustice, or inequality around the 

world or around the block, the part of you touched, moved, 

or disturbed by what you see is the part of your heart beating 

in tune with God’s heart.  You were wired to care, and it has 

nothing to do with tax deductions.  Because you were formed 

in the image of God, your heart naturally beats in rhythm with 

God’s heart.

When you gave, you did more than meet the needs of your 

church.  You made a choice to take on the resemblance of the 

One who first breathed life in you. 

When you gave, you fulfilled part of the divine purpose God has 

for your life—and the divine purpose God has for the world as a 

whole.  You didn’t just respond to a need,  — you did what you 

were created to do.  You didn’t just support something — you 

took a tangible step to fulfill your created purpose.
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The apostle Paul tells us in his letter to Ephesus, “We are God’s 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do,”  (Eph. 2:10 NIV). You 

were made to give.

DON’T UNDERESTIMATE THE 

GRAVITY OF GIVING. 

God created you to give, and when you gave, your life 

resounded with the character of God, the character God created 

you to demonstrate long before the opportunity arose for you 

to do so.  Like a mirror, your actions reflected the very nature 

of your Creator.

So, thank you for your generosity. Thank you for responding 

to a need. Thank you for offering what you had for the sake of 

something bigger than yourself.

But more than that… thank you for acting in step with the 

character of God. What God has done and will do in your 

character and purpose because of your generosity will far 

outlast what you gave.  


