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My Three Loves 
Part 3 - “Your Mission - Should You Choose to Accept It”1 

Pastor Aubrey Krahn 
Leaders’ Guide 

INTRODUCTION 
In part 1 of this series we examined three key loves that are required to move people from a 
casual to a committed relationship with Jesus: loving Jesus, loving the church, and loving the 
mission. Loving the church and the mission can only happen by first loving Jesus—the 
foundation of it all—and by imitating what He was/is doing.  
 
In part 2, entitled “I Wanna Kiss the Bride,” we studied three key things that Jesus was doing: 
loving the church, building the church and coming for the church. 
 
In Luke 9:1 Jesus called His disciples together, telling them that God would empower them to 
complete the mission that He was sending them to do.  We have the same promise, and when 
we choose to accept Jesus’ plan for us we can go in confidence that He will empower us to 
complete the mission. 
 
In this study, our main text is Luke 9:23 (“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me’” NKJV). In order to 
help us determine what it is that God has placed within us that will enable us to complete our 
mission, we would explore three points: 

1. Deny yourself—focus, 
2. Take up your cross—motive, and 
3. Follow Me—learn to love being second. 

 

WARMUP QUESTION 

1. What motivates you to start and complete a project? 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 Quoted from an action television series entitled Mission Impossible that aired in Sept. 1966 – 73 and again from 
1988 – 90 before being turned into a Hollywood movie series. 
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DENY YOURSELF - FOCUS 

Very often our own “self” distracts us from pursuing our mission, from doing well and from 
thinking of others more than we think of ourselves.  If we think of our lives as a “lifelong 
mission,” then our focus can be more about what God has put in us and how we can develop 
and use that to accomplish our life mission. Our God-given life mission can be accomplished by 
focusing our resources on our passions and gifts that are beneficial to others. This is the only 
way to “not become weary in doing good …[and to always] do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:9–10, NIV). 

1. What are you most passionate about that is beneficial to others? 
 
 
 
 

2. What are you most skilled/gifted in that is beneficial to others? 

 

 

 

3. Your God-given mission is often wrapped up in “what is in your hand” i.e. in your 
passions and gifts. Based on your answers to questions 2 and 3 above, what is your 
specific God-given mission? 
 
 
 

 

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS – MOTIVATION 

Jesus’ motivation on earth was to do the will of God, His Father (John 6:38). If Jesus had a 
motivation to keep moving forward, then how much more should we find a motivation that will 
keep us pressing on to the goal of Jesus. 

4. When you become weary and want to back off from doing good, what steps 
do/should you take to get back on track so that you can keep moving forward for 
Christ? 
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FOLLOW ME – LEARN TO LOVE BEING SECOND 

If we’re going to be effective in our mission then we need to learn to love being second. 

5. Share a personal experience where God showed up and did something so amazing 
that it caused you to re-evaluate where you place Him in your life. 

 

 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 

 

 

Read Galatians 6:7–10. “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers.” (NIV) 

6. What does the phrase “at the proper time” refer to—in the now, in the life to come, 
or in both? Give reasons for your position. 

 

 

 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION 
God has given each of us gifts and talents, strengths and passions, and if we choose to discover 
what they are and how to develop them we can use them to help us in the mission that God 
has for us to further His Kingdom and bring Him glory. 
 
This week, ask God: 

 To reveal to you your specific gifts, talents, strengths and passions,  

 To help you activate them and to open doors of opportunity for you to use them.   

 

Leaders: This section is totally optional, and is designed for groups that are more 
inclined to theological questions. It is meant to help participants appreciate the 
importance of understanding the text in context. 
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CHALLENGE 
If you have not yet participated in Love Winnipeg, now is a good time to activate what God has 
put in you and you can do this by getting involved, being a blessing to others, and being blessed 
by God in return.  You won’t be disappointed! 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©  
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Version / Thomas Nelson Publishers,  
Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, Copyright ©1982. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


