
1 

TURNING THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN 
Pastor Keith Eberhard 

Members’ Guide 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
Our world is a mess!  All we have to do is turn on the news or get in on conversations with 
friends or co-workers to find out about the latest catastrophe that’s hit people groups or even 
entire nations.  As individuals we might feel like we can do nothing to make a difference in the 
state of the world, and because of that we may be tempted to just do nothing at all. 
 

MAIN TEXT:  
Acts 17:6 NKJV: “But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some 
brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside 
down have come here too.”1 

 
The early church lived in a culture very similar to the days that we are living in today.  In this 
study, entitled “Turning the World Upside Down,” we’ll look at what empowered the early 
Christians;  what made them stand out from the culture around them, how they were able to 
turn their world upside down and how can we do the same in our culture. 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS: 

 Touched by God 

 Saw themselves as servants of all 

 Cost of serving 

 How can we “Pay it forward”2? 

 
 
 
 

WARM UP QUESTION: 

1. How do you respond/react to what seems like an endless barrage of heartache and 
catastrophe in our world? 

                                                            
1 (Italics mine) The power of God working through the early Christians broke down social barriers, opened prison 
doors and caused people to care for one another, and moved them to worship God.   
2“Pay it forward” is asking the beneficiary of a good work to reciprocate by doing good to someone else. The 
phrase may have been coined by Lily Hardy Hammond in her 1916 book In the Garden of Delight. 
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TOUCHED BY GOD: 

1 John 4:19 NIV: “We love because he first loved us.” 
 
When God touched the hearts of the people in the early church, he kindled a flame of love for 
others which empowered them to move beyond themselves and make a difference in the lives 
of men, women and children. 
 

 Philippians 2:4 NKJV: “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others.” 

2. From your own personal experience, share a time when you felt God spur you on to look 
out for the best interest of someone else and the benefits to both the other person and 
yourself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 5:43–48 and discuss the following question: 
 

3. How do these verses equip and encourage you to want to be a part of “turning the 
world upside down”? 
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SAW THEMSELVES AS SERVANTS OF ALL: 
 

Mark 9:35 NKJV: “And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone 
desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 

 
Throughout the New Testament we read about how Jesus would time and again meet the 
physical and spiritual needs of so many people.  There was the man with the shriveled hand, 
blind Bartimaeus, the woman at the well and so on, encouraging us to step in where others 
would rather turn away and leave the needy to their own devices.  
 

4. When have you gone against the norm of our culture and reached out to serve or assist 
someone, and how did that person react to your kindness? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COST OF SERVING: 
Read Luke 10:25–37 and retell the story in your own words. 

5. If you saw someone in need yet had no resources of your own to help, what steps could 
you take to make sure their need was met? 
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ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 

Read Ephesians 2:8–9 and James 2:14–24 

We’ve learned this week how the early Christians changed their world.  For many modern 
Christians today, being a Christian is simply a personal experience.  For them it’s about holding 
Christ in their heart and living well, while leaving the taking care of others to the church. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 are well known verses that seem to suggest that belief in the risen Christ is 
enough for our salvation.  However, what we just read in James 2 challenges that notion. 

6. What role do both faith and works play in our salvation?  And are you truly a Christian if 
you believe in Christ’s salvation for us but have no heart for others? 

 

 

 

 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION: 

HOW CAN WE PAY IT FORWARD? 

In the introduction you read: “As individuals we might feel like we can do nothing to make a 
difference in the state of the world and because of that we may be tempted to just do nothing 
at all.”  But God wants us to be reaching out to a dying people, to give them hope and to 
extend to them a love so deep that it will, in fact, transform their lives. 

7. In the days ahead contemplate your answers to the questions in this study and ask God 
for opportunities to “turn the world upside down.” 

 

 

 

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Version / Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
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