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Special Easter Message 
TOMBSTONE 

Pastor Mark Hughes 
Members’ Guide 

INTRODUCTION  

The silver-mining town of Tombstone, Arizona—which was made famous by the O.K. Corral gunfight—
was one of the most violent places in the old West. The infamous 30-second gunfight that took place on 
October 26, 1881, at the rear entrance to the O.K. Corral forever immortalized Wyatt Earp and 
Tombstone itself. Wyatt Earp, the hero of that event, lived while everyone else died.  

 

Jesus, the hero of the historic1 event that we celebrate on Good Friday, died (and rose again) so that 
everyone can live. His tombstone is of greater significance because—despite its size and weight 2and the 
fact that the chief priests and Pharisees put a Roman seal and guards at the tomb and did all they knew 
how to secure the tomb so that no one could roll away the stone—He rose from the dead. The angel of 
the Lord rolled backed the tombstone (Matthew 28:2). 

Jesus laid it all on the line with His death and resurrection. In this study we will look at the three reasons 
why Jesus had to be crucified, namely that: 

1. Peace will triumph over violence, 
2. Mercy will triumph over justice, and 
3. Life will triumph over death. 

Our main text for this study is Matthew 27:62–28:7 (see last page) 

 

 

WARMUP QUESTION 

1. How do you celebrate Easter? 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 Calendar references AD (After Death)  
2 Jesus’ tombstone is believed to have been about 8 feet in diameter and 8,000 lbs. in weight. 
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PEACE TRIUMPHS OVER VIOLENCE 

2. Jesus, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) willingly accepted a brutal death in order to expose the 
violent nature of fallen man in need of a saviour. Just before He was led to His death as a lamb 
to the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7), He said “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you” John 14:27. 
What kind of impact does Jesus’ model of overcoming violence with peace have on you? 

 

 

3. “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 
15:12–14, NIV). In what sacrificial ways can you demonstrate your love to others (e.g. your 
friends and families)? 

 

 

MERCY TRIUMPHS OVER JUSTICE 

Read John 8:1–11, then retell the story in your own words (keeping the events in order). 

4. How does mercy triumph over justice in this story? 
 
 
 
 

5. How can Jesus’ way of upholding justice yet showing mercy make a difference in how you 
respond to similar situations? 

 

 

LIFE TRIUMPHS OVER DEATH 

Jesus went to the cross to die so that He could rise again and be triumphant over death for us all. “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 NIV). 
In fact, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (1 John 5:11–12, NIV). 

6. “Life triumphs over death” is available and applicable for everyone, but is it true of everyone? 
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ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 

“When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your 
victory? … But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 
15:54–55, 57 NRSV). Read also John 11:23–26 and 1 Corinthians 15:20–23. 

7. What’s you understanding of “life triumphs over death”? 

 

 

 

8. At what point, and in what ways, does life triumph over death? 

 

 

 

 

MAIN TEXT: Matthew 27:62–28:7 (NKJV) 

On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 
gathered together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that 
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’  Therefore command that the tomb be made 
secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to 
the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.” 

Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know 
how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. 

Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary came to see the tomb.  And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat on it.  His countenance was like lightning and his clothing as white as 
snow.  And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 

 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and 
indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 
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FURTHER REFLECTIONS 

During the week, take time to re-read Matthew 27:52–28:7 (our main text above) and note the 
following things that the angel said to the women:   

1. “Don’t be afraid”  
2. “He isn’t here” 
3. “Come, see” and 
4. “Go quickly and tell.” 

Spend some time contemplating the significance of these four phrases and how they speak to you 
personally.  Then ask God to open doors for you to spread the Good News that Christ has risen. 
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