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INTRODUCTION  

In part 1 of “My Three Loves,” we noted that Jesus began His ministry by first building a team of 
disciples.  He started this discipleship process by inviting them to “come and see” (John 1:39), and 
gradually moved them from this casual relationship with Him to a committed (“deny yourself, pick up 
your cross and follow me”) relationship with Him. In that study, we examined the three key loves that 
are required to move people from a casual to a committed relationship with Jesus: loving Jesus, loving 
the church, and loving the mission.  
 
There is a connection and a flow between loving the church and loving the mission, and these two can 
only happen by first loving Jesus, who is the base, foundation and centre of it all. Loving the church and 
the mission requires an appreciation that the church is neither a building nor an institution—that it is 
not about me, but about us. The church is not a building to “go” to, but the people of God to “belong” 
to. The church is not an institution to get something out of, but the bride of Christ to cherish, love and 
belong to. Therefore, our mindset should not be about “me,” but about “us”. 
 
In order to further help us in loving the church and the mission, in this study we will explore three things 
that Jesus is doing: 

1. Jesus is LOVING the Church 
2. Jesus is BUILDING the Church 
3. Jesus is COMING FOR the Church 

 
Our main text is from 1 Peter 2:9–10: 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy 
but now have obtained mercy. (NKJV) 

 
WARMUP QUESTION 

1. What organizations— social, political, corporate, professional, cultural, charitable, or any 
others—do you belong to that you look to for relationships and fulfillment? 

 

 

JESUS IS LOVING THE CHURCH 

Jesus loves and cherishes the church and gave Himself for her (Ephesians 5:25, 29), and He commands 
us to love one another in the same way that He loves us (John 15:12). This is the most compelling reason 
why we should love the church, since any initial infatuations with preaching, performance, people, 
program, and property (i.e. infrastructure) of the church may fade away. 
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2. What challenges have you ever had in loving the church? 

 

 

3. How have you overcome those challenges or what plan do you need to put in place to 
overcome those challenges? 

 

 

4. What was your initial infatuation with the church and how have you grown past the 
infatuation stage into loving the church for who it belongs to? 
 
 
 
 

5. When the church is working as it should, love abounds and people know it, feel it and want it 
desperately. How are you extending the love of Christ to others (including the broken, messy, 
and downtrodden people)? 

 

 

JESUS IS BUILDING THE CHURCH 

Jesus is building (Matthew 16:18), nourishing (Ephesians 5: 29) and perfecting/purifying (Ephesians 
5:26–27) His church through the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. This is evident from the 
growth of the church from 120 (at His resurrection), through 3,000 additional believers (on the day of 
Pentecost, Acts 2:1, 41), to billions of believers today—all in a span of about 2,000 years. 

6. What are you doing to ensure that the Word of God is a blazing fire within you? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. In what ways are you an active part of building the church? 
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JESUS IS COMING FOR THE CHURCH 

8. Jesus is coming for His church. “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:32 NIV). Therefore, we need to be prepared 
at all times. As the Bride of Christ, what are you doing to prepare yourself for the Groom? 

 

 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 

9. Read the main text (1 Peter 2:9–10) again. What do the following phrases mean to you? 
a. “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people” 

 
 
 
 
 

b. “who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy” (emphasis added) 

 

 

 

FURTHER REFLECTIONS 

Sometime this week, contemplate the following: 

 The role that the Church has played in your spiritual growth and journey. 

 The role that you are playing in what Jesus is doing in loving the church, building the church and 
coming for the church. 
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