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What’s the Plan? 
Pastor Keith Eberhard 

 
Leaders’ Guide 

INTRODUCTION  
Many of us would love for God to show us what’s coming our way, so that we might know what to 
expect and how to prepare.  But it’s not really as important to know what’s coming as it for us to know 
how to respond to whatever comes our way. 
 
This study is based on John 4:1–341 and its goal is to help us know how to respond to what God is doing 
in and around us. In the context of the sermon on which this study is based, Jesus’ plan is three-fold: 

 Getting our attention 

 Revealing Himself to us 

 Giving us the Opportunities to witness 
 

Warm Up Question: 
 
1. If there was a way to know exactly what the future held for me,  

a. I would want to know, because … 
 

or 
b. I wouldn’t want to know, because … 

 
 
 

GETTING OUR ATTENTION 
2. Jesus could easily have avoided Samaria—and the tension between the Samaritans and the Jews—

by going through Decapolis. But the Scripture tells us that “…He needed to go through Samaria”  
(v. 4, NKJV). This indicates that there was a purpose for Him being in Samaria, which most likely was 
to meet and minister to the Samaritan woman. 

 
Recall a time when you felt led to go somewhere that was an inconvenience for you (or that you 
would have preferred to have avoided) yet you went anyway. 

 
a. What do you think God’s purpose was for you going there? 

 
 

b. How were you and others ministered to by your obedience? 
 
 

                                                            
1 See last page for full text of this passage 



2 

3. “A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink.’ ... Then the woman 
of Samaria said to Him, ‘How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman? 
For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.’” (vv. 7 & 9, NKJV). 

 
At that time, it was unacceptable for a Jew to speak to a Samaritan and even more so a Samaritan 
woman. But Jesus was the one who initiated the conversation, and He used her circumstances to get 
her attention. 

 
a. How has Jesus used your circumstance(s) to get your attention and initiate a 

conversation with you? 
 

 
b. Did you tune in to Him, or were you too distracted by your circumstances to pay 

attention to him? Circle one of the following: “tune in” or “distracted” How and why so? 
 

 
 
4. “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked 

Him, and He would have given you living water.” (vs. 10, NKJV) 
 
 
 
 
 

In the busyness of life, we tend to be clued out to the stirring of God in our lives.  Take some time 
now to be still before God and ask Him what he wants to do in your life. Share with the group as a 
thanksgiving and/or prayer request. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

REVEALING HIMSELF TO US 
5. Read John 4:15–19, 23. Jesus, through His conversation with the Samaritan woman, reveals Himself 

to her. Jesus also desires to reveal Himself to you.  
 

a. Describe a time when Jesus gave you a revelation of Himself in your circumstances, and 
how that changed your situation and moved you to worship. 
 
 

b. In what ways can you have a further and fresher measure and understanding of the 
reality of God? 

 

Leaders:  You may leave this question until the end in order to give you time to be still 
before God and listen for his voice...this could be a good lead in to ministry time. 
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GIVING US THE “OPPORTUNITIES TO WITNESS” 
6. “The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, ‘Come, see a 

Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?’ Then they went out of the city 
and came to Him.” (vv. 28–30, NKJV) 
 
When Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman, the impact was so profound that she left behind her 
waterpot and ran to the city to tell everyone what she had found.  The waterpot, being the vessel 
for the natural water (resources), was no longer significant because she had found what she was 
truly looking for—the “living water” of eternal life. 

a. What is the “waterpot” (the natural resources) that you’re carrying and depending on? 
 

b. Are you willing to put it/them down at Jesus’ feet in exchange for the “living waters”?  
 

c. How does having an encounter with the Source of the living water excite you into 
wanting to tell others about (and inspires others with) what you know to be true? 

 
 
 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks 

of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.’” (vv. 13–14)2. 
 

a) What was Jesus referring to as “a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life”? 
 

b) In what ways does the fountain of the living water give everlasting life?  
 
c) How would your understanding of this enrich your relationship with Jesus Christ?  

 
 
 

                                                            
2 Consider also John 7:37–38 (NKJV) “…Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 

Leader: This section is totally optional, and is designed for groups that are more inclined 
to theological questions. If there is time, you may want the group to meditate on vv. 13–
14 using the acronym AEIOU as described below. The acronym AEIOU, the only vowels in 
the English language, is easy to remember and can be an additional tool in meditating on 
any Bible verse(s). 

    A – Ask questions (e.g. what, who, why, when, where, how etc.) 
    E – Emphasise key words in the verse(s) (e.g. thirst, fountain, springing up, etc.) 
    I – In your own words (i.e. paraphrase the verse(s) in your own words) 
   O – Other references (look for other Bible references that explains the verse(s))  
   U – Use it (i.e. write out one or more ways that you would use/apply the verse(s)) 
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FURTHER APPLICATION 
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (v. 34 NKJV). 
Satisfaction comes from experiencing God and how He works through us.  Over the next week 
contemplate on the points from this study that spoke to you, and how they will equip you to respond 
to Jesus when He gets your attention, when He reveals himself to you and when He lays before you the 
opportunities to “...do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” 
 
John 4:1–34 (NKJV) 

1 Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John 2 (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), 3 He left Judea and 
departed again to Galilee. 4 But He needed to go through Samaria. 
5 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph. 6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat 
thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 For His disciples 
had gone away into the city to buy food. 
9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a 
Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 
10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give 
Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 
11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do 
You get that living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank 
from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever 
drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the 
one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” 
19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” 
21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, 
nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we 
worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is 
Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, 
He will tell us all things.” 
26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 
27 And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one 
said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” 
28 The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 “Come, see 
a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” 30 Then they went out of the 
city and came to Him. 
31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 
32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” 
33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” 
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. 

 

Optional supplementary readings:  Deut. 8:2–3, Is. 55:1–3, and John 7:37–38 


