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Off Broadway 
Part 5 - The Commitments 

Pastor Mark Hughes 
 

          Members’ Guide 
INTRODUCTION         
In Matthew 7:13–14, Jesus said “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate 
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (NKJV, emphasis 
added).      

This series focuses on Psalm 15:1–5 to equip us to stay on the path that leads to life, and 
therefore, “Off Broadway.” 

Psalm 15:1–5 NKJV 
“LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who 
walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who 
does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbour, Nor does he take 
up a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he 
honours those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not 
change; He who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe 
against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.” 
 

Part 1, “Ain’t Misbehaving,” was about integrity and honesty (v. 2), Part 2, “The Taming of the 
Shrew,” was about taming our tongue (v. 3a), Part 3, “Les Misérables,” was about forgiving 
everybody all the time (v. 3b), while Part 4, “Wicked,” was about drawing the line between 
good and evil (v. 4a). In this study, entitled “The Commitments,” we will unpack verse 4b 
(Underlined and Italics) to uncover three defining things about commitment: 

 Commitment means SINCERITY 

 Commitment means SUCCESS 

 Commitment means SACRIFICE 

 

WARM-UP QUESTION 

1. In what ways is commitment a great virtue? 
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COMMITMENT MEANS SINCERITY 

The Gibeonites deceived Israel into making a commitment (Joshua 9) that they would not hurt 
them. More than 400 years later, King Saul broke the commitment and Israel was punished 
with a 3-year famine which ended only after King David—King Saul’s successor—made a 
restitution (2 Samuel 21) to the Gibeonites. This story discredits some of the seemingly good 
excuses that people give for not keeping their commitments, and it illustrates insincerity and 
why those reasons are invalid.  
 

2. List and discuss at least three of those discredited excuses. 

 

 

 

 

3. “ ... and after that [i.e. after King David had restored Israel’s commitment and made 
restitution] God heeded the prayer for the land” (2 Sam 21:14b, the 
explanation/emphasis added for clarity).  

 When have you given your word but have not followed through? (Think about 
one such promise that is still redeemable and/or for which you can make 
restitution.)  
 
 
 

 Describe a plan to fulfill that promise and/or make restitution for it. 

 

 

COMMITMENT MEANS SUCCESS 

You may have everything you need to be successful in life, but if you can’t/won’t follow through 
on your commitments, then those things will mean nothing to your future success.   

4. According to Thomas Edison, the prolific inventor, “Success is about 2% inspiration and 
98% perspiration [commitment]” – emphasis in italics added. In what ways does one’s 
commitment to God, family, the church, work, study, etc. contribute to one’s success? 

 



3 
 

 

5. Describe a time when you persevered in your commitment to something that seemed 
small or insignificant at the time but later led to success at something of greater 
significance? 

 

 

 

COMMITMENT MEANS SACRIFICE 

 “He who swears to his own hurt and does not change” (Psalms 15:4b). 

6. Describe a time when you made a commitment and followed through on it at a great 
personal cost or sacrifice. 
 

 

 

7. How does it make you feel to know that, by following through with your commitments, 
great or small, there may very well be a ripple effect that could impact many lives? 

 

 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions)  

8. “… he who swears to his own hurt and does not change” is commended in Psalm 15:4b, 
but seems to be condemned in James 5:12 “. . . do not swear . . . lest you fall into 
judgement.” Read these two passages in their entire contexts. In what ways are these 
two seemingly contradictory statements in full alignment with each other? 
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FURTHER REFLECTION and APPLICATION 

John 3:16 NKJV, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

This week spend time contemplating the significance of John 3:16 for your life. 

 How it shows the commitment of God to us. 

 How it reveals the commitment of Jesus following through and the ripple effect 
of His sacrifice that will be felt for all time. 

 Spend time in prayer, praise and worship for the sacrifice of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Followed through on the plan you indicated in your answer to question 3. 


