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Off Broadway 
Part 4: Wicked 

Pastor Mark Hughes 
 

Leaders’ Guide 
INTRODUCTION 
In Matthew 7:13–14, Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate 
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (NKJV, emphasis 
added). 

This series focuses on Psalm 15:1–5 to equip us to stay on the path that leads to life, and 
therefore, “Off Broadway.” 

Psalm 15: 1–5 NKJV 
“LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who 
walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who 
does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbour, Nor does he take up 
a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honours 
those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; He 
who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.” 

 

Part 1, entitled “Ain’t Misbehaving,” was about integrity and honesty (v. 2), Part 2, called “The 
Taming of the Shrew,” was about taming our tongue (v. 3a), while Part 3, named “Les 
Misérables,” was about forgiving everybody all the time (v. 3b). In this study, entitled 
“Wicked,” we will expound verse 4a (underlined and italicized) to determine where the line is 
between good and evil: 

 We need to learn which “witch” is which, and 

 We need to love the witch and hate the “witchedness” 

 

 

 

 

WARM UP QUESTION 

1. Give an example of how our cultural norms are no longer congruent with biblical norms. 

 

LEADERS:  In order for the points in this study to be understood,  you may need to clarify 
that  the sermon title of “Wicked” is based on a Broadway production that is considered to 
be a prequel to the Wizard of Oz.  The idea in that show is that the bad “witch” may have 
been misunderstood rather than being really that wicked. 
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WE NEED TO LEARN WHICH “WITCH” IS WHICH 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
Romans 12:2 (ESV) 

2. How hard is it for you to take a risk and go against the “flow” of today’s culture when it 
comes to the seemingly blended line between good and evil? 

 

3. What safeguards do you have in place to ensure you don’t take on the negative 
influences of our culture? 

 

4. How do you react when you are faced with cultural norms that are not congruent with 
biblical norms? Do you... 

 cringe and disengage, or 

 openly take a stand and speak up without being judgemental? 

How should you react? 

 

WE NEED TO LEARN TO LOVE THE WITCH AND HATE THE “WITCHEDNESS” 

Jesus associated with the sinners of his day (example, Matthew 9:10–11), knowing that the 
message of God has power to transform. 

5. How do you foster an attitude of genuine love towards those whose choices and 
lifestyles you disagree with but do so without compromising the standards of 
righteousness? 

 

 

6. What do you think would be some of the short term effects of accepting and showing 
love to those whose choices and lifestyles you disagree with? What would be some of 
the long term effects? 
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7. Describe a time when non-Christians have been attracted to you because of your Christ-
like lifestyle. What is the impact you’ve had on their lives? 

 

 
8. What are some of the things that you need to equip yourself with in order to boldly 

declare the truth with love and yet not be judgemental?   

 

 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions)  

 

 
 

9. Psalm 15:4a says “He honors those who fear the LORD,” while 1 Peter 2:17 enjoins us to 
“Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.”  
 
It would seem that the phrase “all people” in 1 Peter 2:17 includes those who don’t fear 
the Lord. In what ways are these two seemingly contradictory statements in full 
alignment with each other? 

 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

1 John 4: 5–7 NLT “These people belong to this world, so they speak from the world's 
viewpoint, and the world listens to them.  But we belong to God; that is why those who 
know God listen to us. If they do not belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how 
we know if someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception.  Dear friends, let us 
continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God.” 

This week as you spend time with the Lord, ask him: 

 To teach you how to discern between the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of deception. 

 To teach you to be both bold and secure in your faith when reaching out to non-
Christians. 

 To fill you with the love of Jesus for the unchurched.   

 To prune those areas that may hinder you from being fruitful. 

Leader:  This section is totally optional and is designed for groups that are 
more inclined to theological questions.  


