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Off Broadway 
Part 3: Les Misérables 

Pastor Mark Hughes 

      Leaders’ Copy 

INTRODUCTION 

In Matthew 7:13–14, Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate 
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (NKJV, emphasis 
added).  

This series focuses on Psalm 15:1–5 to equip us to stay on the path that leads to life, and 
therefore, “Off Broadway.” 

 
Psalm 15:1–5 NKJV 

LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who 
walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who 
does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbour, Nor does he take 
up a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he 
honours those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not 
change; He who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe 
against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved. 
 

Part 1, entitled “Ain’t Misbehaving,” was about integrity, righteousness and walking uprightly 
(vs. 2). In Part 2, entitled “The Taming of the Shrew,” we explored (based on vs. 3a) three 
reasons why we should tame our tongue: words have power, what you say will come back to 
you, and God takes it personally. In this study, entitled “Les Misérables” and based on verse 
3b (underlined and italicized), we will examine three issues about one of life’s greatest 
lessons, forgiveness: 

 Offense is the miserable response, 
 Bitterness is the miserable condition, and  
 Forgiveness is the miserable solution. 

 

WARM UP QUESTION 

1. Through the blood of Christ God has forgiven us our sins. And forgiving those who sin 
against us is not an option but, in fact, a requirement.  So why do you think it’s so hard 
for us to forgive others and ourselves? 
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OFFENSE IS THE MISERABLE RESPONSE 

Matthew 6:15 NKJV: “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.”  
 
In our culture, offense may be seen as a “right” and is, therefore, a common and almost 
acceptable response when we feel we have been wronged. 

2. Where would you place yourself on the offense-scale below and why? 
 

Often take offense                           Rarely take offense                          Never take offense 

 

3. It was mentioned in the sermon that “the inability to forgive everyone all the time—
including those who don’t deserve it—is a lack of character.” How so?  
 
 
 

BITTERNESS IS THE MISERABLE CONDITION 

Read Numbers 12:1–15, where we learn about Moses’ sister, Miriam, taking offense to his 
marriage to a Cushite woman and the trap and consequences of the bitterness that stemmed 
from that offense. 

4. Someone once said that “Bitterness is like drinking a poison and hoping someone else 
dies.” When have you struggled with a snare/trap of offense and how did you overcome 
that offense, or are you still suffering from the “miserable condition”? 

 

 

5. Bitterness often leads to anger (cf. Ephesians 4:31, NIV) which does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires (James 1:20, NIV).  How can you ensure that in the 
future you won’t get caught in the trap of bitterness? 
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FORGIVENESS IS THE MISERABLE SOLUTION 

Forgiveness is the miserable solution because forgiving may be the hardest thing you will ever 
do. In his book Total Forgiveness, R. T. Kendall said: “Release them, and you will be set free.” 

6. We are required to forgive everyone all the time, even those who repeatedly hurt us. If 
you are currently caught in the quicksand of unforgiveness, what steps might you take 
to be an overcomer in this area? 

 

 

7. If you have been successful in overcoming unforgiveness, share with your group the 
steps you took to freedom.  
 
 

 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions)  

 

 

8. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." (Hebrews 
8:12, NIV, emphasis added). Read the following verses: 1 John 1:9, Hebrews 10:17, 
Jeremiah 31:34 and Isaiah 43:25. Knowing that God knows all things, how and why 
would He not remember our sins? 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice” (Ephesians 4:31, NIV). “Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to 
overlook an offense” (Proverbs 19:11 NIV).  

During your time with God this week, ask Him to reveal to you any areas of unforgiveness, 
offense, or bitterness. Then follow through with the scriptural mandate to forgive by choosing 
to forgive that person. Do so in person where practicable, or via other means, ensuring that you 
release them in your heart. You may find it helpful to share the steps that you are going to take 
with the group during this study, as the Bible says to confess your sins one to another (James 
5:16, NIV) and doing so may help you with accountability and ensure that you follow through 
on your intent. 

Leader:  This section is totally optional and is designed for groups that are more inclined to 
theological discussions.  


