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Off Broadway 
Part 2: The Taming of the Shrew 

Pastor Mark Hughes 
 

      Leaders Guide 
INTRODUCTION 

In Matthew 7:13–14, Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate 
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (NKJV, emphasis 
added). This series focuses on Psalm 15:1–5 in order to equip us to stay on the path that leads 
to life and, therefore, “Off Broadway.” 
 
Psalm 15:1–5 NKJV   

LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who 
walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who 
does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbour, Nor does he take up a 
reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honours 
those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; He who 
does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He 
who does these things shall never be moved. 

Last week’s study, entitled “Ain’t Misbehaving,” was about integrity, righteousness, and 
walking uprightly (verse 2).  This week’s study, “The Taming of the Shrew,” will focus on verse 
3 (in italics) and explore the following three reasons why we should tame our tongue:   

 Words have power, 
 Whatever you say will come back to you, and 
 God takes it personally. 

  
WARM UP QUESTION 

Proverbs 10:19 NKJV: “In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his 
lips is wise.” 

1. How difficult is it for you to hold your tongue when you think you have something that 
needs to be said? 

 
 

  

Leader:  Below is an alternative warm up question that may cater for some groups’ interest. 

“My tongue will tell the anger of my heart, or else my heart concealing it will break.”  
― William Shakespeare, The Taming of the Shrew 

In what way(s) does this admonish you to tame your tongue?  

 Note that the tongue tells the state of the heart. (e.g. Luke 6:45) 
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WORDS HAVE POWER 
“The tongue has the power of life and death …” (Proverbs 18:21 NIV) and what we say has 
power over the direction of both our lives and the lives of others. 

2. In what way(s) have you ever experienced the destruction and/or deliverance caused by 
words? 
 
 
 
 

3. The words that you speak to others have power, so say only positive and wholesome 
things. On the other hand, if someone were to say evil to or about you, what are some 
of the reasons why you should not allow that to rule or ruin your life? (Isaiah 54:17; 
Numbers 22:12, 24:9; Nehemiah 13:2; Proverbs 26:2) 

 

 

 

 
WHATEVER YOU SAY WILL COME BACK TO YOU 

“Do not curse the king, even in your thought; Do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; For 
a bird of the air may carry your voice, And a bird in flight may tell the matter” (Ecclesiastes 
10:20 NKJV). 
 
When we speak ill of others or criticize them it will almost always come back to us. 

4. Have you ever spoken words that came back to bite you? Describe one such experience 
and the lesson(s) learned. 

 

 

 

5. How do you think the atmosphere around you will change if you purposely speak 
blessings instead of curses, gossip, or backbiting? 

 

 

Leader:  This question is very important in order to reassure people that although what 
you say to or about others is very important, what people say to or about you doesn’t 
have to rule or ruin your life. The question is designed to help people move on, instead of 
anchoring their life on something bad that someone said to or about them in the past. 
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GOD TAKES IT PERSONALLY 
James 3:9 NIV: “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in God’s likeness.” 
 
The words that come out of our mouth are a symptom of what’s actually in our heart. 

6. Read the following verses and establish a correlation between the condition of our heart 
and what comes out of our mouth.  

 
a. Psalm 19:14 
b. Proverbs 4:23–24 
c. Matthew 12:34 and Luke 6:45 

 
7. How do you see the three points we’ve studied tonight help you to make a purposeful 

change in how you speak to and of the people in your life? 
 
 
 

ADDENDUM (Optional Theological Questions) 

 

 

Since my body is the “temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20), in what context is my 
tongue “an unruly evil” (James 3:8) when, in fact, no one can serve two masters? 
 
 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

Although no one can tame the tongue, we can tame our hearts, knowing that “the mouth 
speaks what the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45 NIV).  

 In what ways can we tame our hearts according to the following verses? 
o Psalm 119:9–11 
o Philippians 4:8 

 In addition to the fact that the heart affects the tongue, why else is it important to tame 
the heart? (Proverbs 4:23 NLT) 

 
Reflect on your answer to question 7 and take notice of how making a purposeful and positive 
change in how you speak affects the atmosphere around you and the people in your life.   

Leader:  This section is totally optional and is designed for groups that are 
more inclined to theological questions.  


