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THEN, NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE 
Pastor Mark Hughes 

 

 

Members’ Guide 

INTRODUCTION 
An author and psychologist, Ben Sweetland, once said that “Success is a journey, and not a 
destination.” In the sermon upon which this study is based, Pastor Mark outlines the journey of 
Church of the Rock and the faithfulness and goodness of God since our inception 25 years ago.  
 

Text: 1 Samuel 7:10-13 (NKJV) 
“Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israel. But the Lord thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, 
and so confused them that they were overcome before Israel. And the men of Israel 
went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove them back as far as below 
Beth Car. Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and called 
its name Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of 
the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.” 

Thus far the Lord has helped us at Church of the Rock in very significant ways and His hand has 
always been upon us. Five of the lessons that have been learned in the process are: “if you’re 
going to stick your head above the crowd you’re going to get a few tomatoes”, “if you are 
obedient, God will provide”, “if God is your co-pilot, switch seats”, “God is never late, but look 
at the opportunities he passes up to be early”, and “if God is your partner, think big”. This study 
has been sectioned accordingly. 

 
WARM-UP QUESTION 

1. As you look back over the years, in what ways has “success been a journey and not a 
destination” for you? 
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Lesson 1: If you’re going to stick your head above the crowd you’re going to get a few tomatoes. 

“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world." (John 16:33).  
 
Opposition will come from many places, but the most difficult to receive is from those closest 
to us.  
 

2. In what ways has the LORD helped you overcome in the last few years? 

 

 

3. Describe a situation when the knowledge that Jesus has already overcome your 
struggle helped you “take heart” and stand strong in the face of opposition. 

 
 
 
 
Lesson 2: When you decide, God will provide 

If you are obedient to what God calls you to do, He will provide. For, “… faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we do not see…By faith Abraham, when called to go to 
a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not 
know where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:1, 8). 
 

4. If you have ever stepped out in faith when you weren’t sure where you were supposed 
to go, describe the situation(s) and how God blessed you for your faith. 

 

 

 

Lesson 3: If God is your co-pilot, switch seats. 

God has a better plan for you than you do. Let him take control.  

Read 1 Peter 5:6 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”(NKJV) and Proverbs 
3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (NKJV) 
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5. Describe a time when God allowed you to come to a place where you willingly handed 
over the keys to the vehicle of your life and how doing that changed things for you. 

 

 

6. In which area of your life do you still need to submit to His reign and leading?  

 

 

Lesson 4: God is never late, but look at the opportunities he passes up to be early. 

“For you [God], a thousand years are as a passing day, as brief as a few night hours.” (Psalm 
90:4) NLT 
 

7. Describe an experience in your life, when you found out, after the fact, that the timing 
of an event you wished had happened earlier couldn’t have been better than when it 
eventually happened. 

 

 

Lesson 5: If God is your partner, make big plans! 

“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish 
infinitely more than we might ask or think” Ephesians 3:20 (NLT).  
 

8. In what ways does the premise and promise of this scripture affect how you see and 
plan for your future? 

 
 
 
 
 
FURTHER REFLECTION 
Thus far the Lord has helped us (1 Samuel 7:10-13) and “the future glory of this Temple will be 
greater than its past glory, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. And in this place I will bring 
peace. I, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!” (Haggai 2:9) NLT. 
 
As you reflect on the above two passages this week, think about how far God has brought you 
and claim the promise that He will do even greater and will grant you peace. Thank Him for 
this, and let these thoughts affect how you live from here on. 


