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Part 5  -  SPEAKING FOR the Spirit 
 

Living, hearing, praying, walking.  This week: Speaking for the Spirit 
 
I saw a bumper sticker the other day that said, If God wanted you to speak for him… he 
would have made you a lot smarter.  Shocking how often God has us speak for Him, every 
time we share the gospel, bring a word of encouragement, or pray for person in need. God 
doesn’t use us based on how smart we are.  
 
Joel 2:28 In that day… your sons and daughters will prophecy.  Big deal? In the Old 
Testament, only Prophets gave prophetic words.  Not even the kings or priests.  But in New 
Testament the Holy Spirit makes prophecy and all the gifts of the Spirit… healing, miracles, 
etc.… available to every believer.  
 
Last week Big deal fruit of the spirit.  You shall be known by your fruit, not gifts.  But that 
is not to say the gifts are unimportant.   
 
Earnestly desire the gifts.  It is translated envy, jealousy and covetousness.  Why such 
extreme language?  Church needs gifts. Church born on Pentecost was effective because 
gifts. Acts 2 - 3000 came to Christ.  Acts 3 - lame man at the beautiful gate and that day 
5000. Take the gifts of Spirit out of equation and there is no church.   
 
1 COR. 12:1, 4-6 
V.1 Apparently we are at risk of being ignorant of spiritual gifts.  Admittedly it is a little 
confusing and what this chapter attempts to do is clarify. 
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V. 4 spiritual gifts v 8-10 V. 5 ministry gifts listed in Eph 4:11 V. 6 motivation gifts 
(activities) but listed as gifts in Rom 12: 6-8 
 
Unfortunately many have lumped them all together as one set off gifts, but with a little 
research it becomes clear.   
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V. 7 – purpose of spiritual gifts = the benefit of others.   
 
V. 8 -11 – Gifts of the Spirit = three categories: Utterance, Revelation and Power 
 

 
 
This week we are focusing on the Utterance Gifts. 
 
I. PROPHECY 
 
Prophecy is when an individual speaks forth the mind and counsel of God as they are 
impressed by the Spirit of God.  It is God directly communicating His Word to human 
beings, through human beings.  It is the divine and the human coming together to deliver 
God’s message. 
 
Old Time Pentecostal circles prophecy always had this KJV sound.   Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
Yeah I say yeah and even yeah I say.  And again I say yeah.  Or Thus says the Lord.  Used 
418 times OT but not once in NT.   
 
Personally I don’t ever want that level of responsibility. 
 
Prophecy in the NT is much more conversational.  – “I feel impressed to say that”… or at the 
extreme end “I sense the Lord might be saying 
 
Purpose of NT prophecy  
 
1 Cor 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
Doesn’t actually mention predicting the future.   
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1) Comfort – prophecy in its simplest form is a word of comfort.  
 
Example:  Jer 29:11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

 Doesn’t predict future, not specific about anything and yet probably the prophet 
Jeremiah’s most powerful prophecy.  It speaks God’s comfort to his disheartened 
people.   

Remember David, own men turned against him.  He was out of work because he was 
supposed to be king but his father-in-law trying to kill him.  He encouraged himself in Lord.   
 
2)  Edify  - simply means to build up or encourage.   
 
Not complicated it is just a matter of trying to hear God’s voice to bring word that will build 
faith, confidence and courage.   
1 Sam 23: 16-17 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and 
strengthened his hand in God. And he said to him, "Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my 
father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my 
father Saul knows that." 
 
3) Exhortation – This the strongest of the 3 words and has to do with stirring people up 
and motivate them to go for it.  Josh and Caleb stood up and said, "Let us go up at once 
and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it."  This was an exhortation.  It is 
encouragement but includes a challenge to act upon something 
 
CONFIRMATION 
1) prophetic words must always line up with Word of God   
2) we should take prophecy as confirmation of what we already know, rather than directive.   
 
II. TONGUES AND INTERPRETATION  V .5 
 
Tongues and Interpretation together is equivalent to prophecy.  Basically the same thing, 
just ministered differently.  Tongues is easily the most controversial and misunderstood of 
all the gifts.  Ability to speak another language that you never learned but do not 
understand.   
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Day of Pentecost - every nation under heaven.  Jews speaking all known languages.  
…men and angels  When we speak in tongues we are not speaking to man but mysteries to 
God.  God understands it the mystery is to us.  It is a prayer language for us to pray to God 
when we don’t know how.  We do not know how to pray as we ought…  That is the private 
use of it.  
 
However there is a public use of it as well.   
 
V.23 when the whole church comes together and someone speaks to the congregation in 
an unknown tongue then it says that it should be interpreted.  If there is no interpreter 
then we should not speak publically in tongues.  Paul is not saying not to pray in tongues in 
the church.  In the church of Corinth there was a problem with people speaking TO THE 
CONGREGATION in tongues.  He’s saying, How are they going to know what you are 
talking about.  Let 2 or 3 speak and then interpret it.  Interpretation is revealing in known 
language what has been said in tongues. 
 
[example story] 


