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Part 3  -  PRAYING  in the Spirit 
 
Listen today with an open mind.  We are going to talk about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and speaking in tongues, topics that have been subject to much controversy and grief 
within the church, particularly in the last 100 years.  Maybe more disagreement than any 
other doctrine.  Some have said it is not for today, others have gone further and said it is of 
the devil.  In the end, all that matters is what Scripture says. 
 
Week 1 Holy Spirit dwells in us, empowers uis and changes us from the inside out. 
Extraordinary!  In the Old Testament, Holy Spirit came upon them.  The Holy Spirit dwells in 
us. When Jesus died, the veil of temple was torn, Holy Spirit departed and now lives in us.   
 
John 20:19-22  Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood in the midst, and said to them, Peace be with you. When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 
Lord. So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit”. 
 
Gen 2 formed man dust.  Breathed into his nostrils and he became a living being.  The day 
you eat of tree you shall die.  Ate, lived 930 years.  Die?   
 
Jesus goes to the cross, dies for our sin and the first thing he does is restore the lost 
relationship man had with God’s Spirit.   
 
Spirit = Gr pneuma (pneumatic or pneumonia) – wind, breath, spirit.  What is going on in 
this moment is the restoration of something that happened in Genesis.   
 
Acts 1:4,5 & 8 say upon you   exactly 37 days later.   
 
Wait a minute, I thought they already received the Holy Spirit?  In John 20 they were indwelt 
with Holy Spirit.  Now Jesus wants to baptize them.  Water baptize = fill tank.  Indwelt = fill 
you.  Illustrate – indwelt drink water, baptize – throw water. 
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Jesus is clearly describing a separate and subsequent experience.  
 
Acts 2:1- 6 
Every language under heaven.  These people were speaking languages that they had never 
learned and didn’t understand.  This is a crazy!   
Tower of Babel – Gen 11 divided by Tongues, Acts 2 United by tongues. 
 
God is not afraid of doing things that look outlandish to us.  For example, in the book of 
Judges he made Balaam’s donkey speak.    
 
STUDY:  University of Penn spoke in tongues and found that their frontal lobes and 
language centers relatively quiet.  When you speak or sing these light up as you have to 
determine the words that you sing or speak.    
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Dr. Andrew B. Newberg, “The way they describe it, and what they believe, is that God is 
talking through them,” Science now confirmed what Apostle Paul told 2000 years ago  For if 
I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.   
 
Though I speak with the tongues of men or angels  If God was still doing this today then we 
should have examples of where some people would be able to understand these 
languages.  It happens all the time.   
 
How do we know if we have been baptized in the Holy Spirit?   
Many different answers to this.  After all, tongues just one of the gifts and maybe you will 
get something else.  But as we go thru Acts we see the same result again and again.  Acts 2, 
8, 10, 16.  Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  Paul understood that it was a 
separate and subsequent experience and wanted to know if these guys had received it yet.  
… spoke with other tongues and prophesied.   
 
The conclusion is simply this, if one is baptized in the Holy Spirit there should be an 
expectation that we would be able to speak in other tongues.  Mark 16:17-18 "And these 
signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak 
with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by 
no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 
  
Let me give you a little bit of history on this.  Even though the church was born on the day 
of Pentecost with this unusual manifestation of tongues and continued throughout the 
book of Acts, always accompanied by incredible church growth, these things started to fade 
out after about 300 years.  The church had become institutional and had a form of 
godliness but denied the power.   
 
30 years ago churches like ours [charismatic] were still on the fringe. Today, charismatic 
churches are presently the fastest growing segment of Christianity in the world today.   
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What is the purpose of Praying in Tongues? 
 
1) IT BUILDS US UP SPIRITUALLY 
 
1 Cor 14: 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself  Edify = Build up or strengthen.   
 
The best analogy I can give you for this is a battery charger.  Not like sticking your finger in 
a light socket.  Like a trickle charger.  If there was no other purpose for this gift, this would 
be enough.   
 
2) ALLOWS US TO COMMUNE WITH HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Mentioned couple of weeks ago communion with Holy Spirit.  How do we commune?  One 
of the important ways is when we pray in spirit.  I find that when I do He speaks to me, 
leads me, guides me, ideas.   
For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands 
him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.   
 
3) PRAY MORE EFFECTIVELY 
 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us Rom 8 
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Jan 1 1900 Charles Parham Topeka Kansas. Watch night prayer service. Holy Spirit 
descended and entire class was baptized in the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues. 
 
Jan 1906 former student William Daddy Seymour Azuza St revival 3 yrs. Virtually all 
Pentecostal churches in world can trace roots back to this. 
   
People in our church from around the world don’t even understand the fuss.  Many of us 
come from denominational backgrounds that were either not open or even opposed to 
these things.   That in itself predisposes us to be resistant.   
 
[CONCLUDE WITH YOUR PERSONAL STORY of Baptism of the Holy Spirit and speaking 
in tongues.] 
 


