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THE GIFTS 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 4 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-6 
 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  

And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.” 
 

Diversities of Gifts 

  

The Nine Gifts of the Spirit [Video 8:58] 

 administrated by the Holy Spirit 

 three categories: Revelation Gifts, Utterance Gifts, Power Gifts 

 the Holy Spirit giving us revelation 
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A. REVELATION GIFTS [Video 9:15 

1) Word of Knowledge – when God reveals to you something that you could not have 
known in any other way except the Holy Spirit. 

2) Word of Wisdom – when God reveals to you one thing that someone ought to do or 
should do or is going to do. 

3) Discerning of Spirits – when God supernaturally reveals what is really going on 
underneath the surface (both positive and negative) 

B. UTTERANCE GIFTS [Video 15:19] 

4) Prophecy – when we communicate God’s message us to people and He uses us as the 
vessel. 

5) Different Kinds of Tongues, and  

6) Interpretation of Tongues – a way of administering a prophetic word by using it first 
in an unknown language and then interpreting that message that came in tongues.  

C. POWER GIFTS [Video 22:28] 

7) Gifts of Healings – there is a whole gamut of ways in which God administers healing. 

8) Working of Miracles – when God transcends nature. 

9) Gift of Faith – having extraordinary faith that is a gift of the Spirit in a certain moment.  

WHAT FOLLOWS IS A VERSE-BY VERSE STUDY OF 1 CORINTHIANS 12–14. 

 NOTE, only 1 Corinthians 14 was presented in the video training session. [Video 28:28] 

1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 12 

Verse 4 - There are diversities of gifts but the same spirit. This talks of the nine gifts which 
are given by the Holy Spirit. Paul will come back to talk of these more in v. 7 and 
following. 

Verse 5 - “There are differences of ministries” (NJKV) - As God pours out His Holy Spirit, one 
of the consequences is that He gives ministry gifts unto people, these ministry gifts 
are: the apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher and evangelist (Ephesians 4:11). Such 
ministry gifting is not predominantly given to all people, but rather to chosen 
individuals who the Lord has set into positions of oversight within the church. Note 
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that in Ephesians 4, it is the Lord Jesus who gives forth these gifts, and here in 1 
Corinthians 12:5 the ministries come from the Lord also.  

Verse 6 - “diversities of activities” (NKJV) - God gives various motivational gifts to individuals 
within the church (Romans 12:3–8). These gifts include, prophecy, ministry, 
teaching, exhortation, giving, leadership and mercy. Both Romans 12:3 and 1 
Corinthians 12:6 state that these gifts come from God. 

Verse 7 - Back to talking about the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit. Note that these gifts of the 
Holy Spirit are for the profit of all. It is not just for one person to enjoy but for the 
benefit of the whole body of Christ. In general the gifts are not resident gifts in that 
once a person has received the gift of prophecy they will always be able to prophecy, 
this is why Paul exhorts them to seek the best gift (v. 31). The best gift being that 
which will do the most good for the kingdom of God at that moment. 

It should be realized that the gifts of the Spirit often overlap so that a person exercising the 
gift of prophesy might also at times be exercising the gift of the word of wisdom. One might 
first receive a word of knowledge about a person’s infirmity and then administer healing to 
the individual. 

Verse 8 - the Word of Wisdom - A specific, divine impartation of wisdom by the Spirit of God 
in order to meet a particular problem or need. This is wisdom that is supernaturally 
given by God. This gift cannot be gained through study and experience, yet neither 
is it a substitute for study and experience. It represents God’s divine perspective on 
the situation at hand, and at such it is not just some wisdom to be considered but 
rather “the word” on the subject. It is the answer or the solution, or the will of God 
for that particular situation.  Because a person has received a word of wisdom from 
God, this does not mean that they have “all wisdom”, they only have a “word” of 
wisdom.  

 - the Word of Knowledge - Being made aware of unknown details about past, present, 
or future situations through Divine inspiration. This information is that which would 
have been humanly impossible to know. It is not knowledge that comes through 
natural ability, observation, study, education or experience. This may include: 

 knowledge of the thoughts of men’s hearts (Luke 5:22; 6:8);  
 it may show facts of the past, present or future (John 1:47–49; 4:16–19);  
 it may reveal where people are (Acts 9:10–11);  
 it may expose hypocrisy (Acts 5:1–10). 

Verse 9 - Faith - The supernatural ability to believe God for the impossible in a situation 
which is beyond the normal faith potential. It is the impartation of faith to 
accomplish a specific task, face potentially overwhelming circumstances, or 
perseverance when facing dangerous situations. This is not the general faith which 
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believes God for provision, etc., nor is it the fruit of the spirit which is a continuing 
attribute within the character of the person. It is a step beyond this where one just 
knows that a particular thing is the will of God and hence one is willing to step out 
and act in accordance with that faith. This may be seen in action in the following 
instances:  

 Peter has faith to proclaim healing and then to pick up the man by the arm (Acts 
3:1–7);  

 in faith Peter tells Ananias and Sapphira what God will do to them (Acts 5:1–
10);  

 Paul gives a word of faith to the crew, assuring them that none would perish  
(Acts 27:21–25). 

 - the Gifts of Healing - The God-given ability to minister physical healing at specific 
times, to those in need. Because it is called “gifts” (plural) means that there are 
various methods and ways in which healing can be accomplished. For example, 
healing may take place: 

 by the laying on of hands (Mark 16:16–18, Matthew 19:19); 
 through anointing with oil (Mark 6:13, James 5:14–15);  
 through the prayer of faith (James 5:15);  
 by the spoken word (Luke 7:1–10, Matthew 8:8–10);  
 by applying mud to the eyes of the blind (John 9:6);  
 through the use of prayer cloths (Acts 19:11–12);  
 etc.. 

Verse 10 - the Working of Miracles - the manifestation of a supernatural act, which is 
naturally impossible and defies the physical laws of nature. These miracles can be 
used to validate the word preached and the ministry of an individual,  

 Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with 
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

 Matt 14:29 – Peter walking on water – two gifts in operation, faith and miracles 

 - Prophecy - Speaking under the direct unction of the Holy Spirit the mind and counsel 
of God. Prophecy is more that preaching or teaching for it has a dynamic energy in 
its words that is empowered by the Holy Spirit, preaching may include prophecy at 
times, but it is not prophecy in itself. Prophecy is for the purpose of edifying, 
exhorting, and comforting the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 14:3). It can include a 
quality of foretelling as well, though this predictive element functions more fully in 
the office of the Prophet. Prophecy may fulfill but never add to the scriptures. 
Prophecy should always be judged by others who have a prophetic ability (1 
Corinthians 14:29). 
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 - Discerning of Spirits - The gift of the Spirit to distinguish the spiritual source of a 
motive, word, or action, whether it be:  

 heavenly (from God);  
 Human (from the person’s own Spirit);  
 or Demonic (involving an evil spirit).  

All believers have the ability to distinguish between good and evil, right from wrong, 
for the purpose of guiding us individually in the way of truth and from the way of 
evil. This gift refers to the guidance of the Spirit in an even greater nature which is 
necessary for sovereign protection of God’s people; the gift is generally imparted to 
shepherds of God’s flock. The gift in operation gives great clarity, removes 
confusion, and gives clear direction. When used the gift always shows what decisive 
action must be made.  

The discerning of Spirits ought not to be confused with a person having a critical 
spirit or attitude. The gift is used to discern spirits, not men in their purely natural 
courses of action, not to judge character of individuals as that can be done without 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. This gift, as with all gifts of the Holy Spirit, is not dependent 
upon our personal feelings and emotions. 

 - Divers Kinds of Tongues - The supernatural ability to communicate in a language or 
languages that are not familiar. It may involve the language of men or the 
supernatural language of angels. This gift is different from that which is used in the 
believer’s prayer life.  

Personal Tongues and the Usage of Tongues In Public Ministry  

The Bible shows that there are two general categories of speaking in tongues. 
These two categories can be seen in the following scriptures: 

1) Tongues spoken at the time the person is baptised in the Holy Spirit: Acts 
2:4–6; 10:45–47; 19:6. In these scriptures the individuals receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit along with speaking in tongues. These scriptures imply the 
usage of tongues as a personal prayer language for communion, prayer, 
worship and praise to God on a continuing personal basis. (also 1 
Corinthians 14:1-4,14,15; Jude 20; Romans 8:26-27, Ephesians 6:18). This 
usage of tongues is for the building up of the specific individual who is 
praying in tongues. 

 
When a person is using their personal prayer language, i.e. praying in 
tongues they are praying unto God and the words spoken in tongues in 
this context do not need to be interpreted. In the context of personal 
praying in tongues, the prayer or praise or giving of glory is directed 
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towards God, 1 Corinthians 14:2 says that “he who speaks in a tongue 
does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him…” (NKJV) 
 

2) Tongues given in the assembly to communicate to the church and to be a 
sign to the unbeliever. (1 Corinthians 12:10; 12:29–30; 14:5, 21–22). This 
usage of tongues is for the purpose of public ministry. This message 
would be addressed to other people and therefore will need to be 
interpreted for the benefit of others listening. This gift of tongues will be 
used for the sake of building up the whole church as the Spirit gives 
direction. In most cases it will be necessary to have tongues with 
interpretation to enable the people to understand what was said (1 
Corinthians 14:5–13). An exception to this would be where one gives a 
message in tongues and it is understood in a language of one of the 
listeners. Some scriptures give guidelines for usage to both the personal 
prayer language and tongues when used in public prayer ministry, e.g. 1 
Corinthians 14:1–4. See 1 Corinthians chapter 14 note for further 
explanation. 

 
Therefore if the whole congregation were speaking or singing in tongues 
or some in tongues and some in English would this would be a personal 
usage of tongues, (each person is individually responding to God by 
speaking in tongues). If an individual gave a distinctive message in tongues 
(one that stood out above the rest of the congregation) then this would 
need to be interpreted and would be classified as one of the nine gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Note that Paul is greatly concerned about what happens “in the church”, 
for this reason he gives clear distinction as to what to do within the church 
as opposed to what is allowable in the congregational prayer time or in 
one’s personal life. (1 Corinthians 14:4, 5, 12, 19, 23, 28). Some things done 
in one’s personal life or in the prayer time were interpreted or expressed 
differently “in the church”. 

 the Interpretation of Tongues - The God-given spontaneous ability to interpret an 
utterance given in tongues into the language understood by the people present. It 
may be a brief summary or a lengthy explanation and yet not be an exact 
translation. Paul states that the only tongues which need to be interpreted were 
those that were given in the church for the purpose of ministering to other men. 
Hence when an individual is responding in praise to God by singing or praying in 
tongues this would not need to be interpreted, but a specific message which is 
clearly proclaimed for all to hear, would likely need interpretation. 

In all the scriptural instances where the Holy Spirit fell upon the people for the first 
time the people spoke in new tongues to the Lord. 
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 By looking at the examples within the Scriptures we see: 

a) Acts 2:4 In God's sovereign precedence He pours out His Holy Spirit along 
with the gift of tongues. 

b) Acts 9:17 Ananias is sent that Paul might receive the Holy Spirit. Paul later 
states that he is glad that he speaks in tongues profusely (I Corinthians 
14:18). 

c) Acts 10:45-46 Cornelius' household receives the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
with speaking in tongues. 

d) Acts 19:2,6 The Ephesus church receives the Holy Spirit along with 
speaking in tongues. 

e) Acts 8:15-19 The believers in Samaria receive the Holy Spirit after Peter 
lays hands on them. Though the word "tongues" is not mentioned in this 
passage, Simon saw the manifestation of the Holy Spirit as the apostles 
laid hands on the believers. Simon had already seen healings and casting 
our of demons, yet he had not seen anything like that which took place 
when the Holy Spirit was poured forth. One could conclude that he heard 
the same manifestation as was present in the other instances above, that 
of speaking in tongues. Interestingly, Peter says to Simon that he has “no 
part or share in this ministry”, (v. 21). The Greek word for ministry is the 
same word which is translated as “speech” or “utterance” elsewhere in 
the scriptures. Some commentators state that Peter’s statement should 
better be translated as “you have no part or share in this speech or 
utterance.” As such it would clearly indicate that the people in Samaria 
were speaking in tongues. 

f) Mark 16:17 - one of the signs that will accompany those who believe is 
that "they will speak in new tongues" (Mark 16:17). 

 

NOTE: 1 Corinthians 14:14–15 is a parenthetical statement or an aside which 
Paul inserts to talk about the personal usage of tongues; as such, verses 13 & 
16 would flow together in the context of group or public ministry when using 
tongues. Some scriptures give guidelines for usage to both the personal prayer 
language and tongues when used in public prayer ministry (e.g. 1 Corinthians 
14:1–4). 

Verse 11 - The Holy Spirit will distribute these gifts as He see fit for each situation. 

Verse 18 - God’s desire and purpose is that every believer be set into a local church, that 
they be rightly relating to each other. Each individual should see the importance of 
having good relationships within the church. 
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Verse 25 - “have the same care for one another” - the same care does not mean equal 
treatment. Some people get offended because they are not treated equally in the 
body of Christ. In the natural body, different parts receive different care for similar 
situations.  

 Example: a scratch on an arm might be washed with a strong antiseptic soap, 
yet a similar scratch on the eye could be permanently damaged by such 
treatment, and a scratch within the mouth treated in a similar way could 
produce further ailments like stomach cramps or diarrhea. 

Paul is not advocating identical care but rather the appropriate care, (i.e. care to 
bring about the “same” results). 

Verse 28 - Paul recaps what he had started in verses 5–7, there are a variety of ministries, 
motivational gifts and gifts of the Holy Spirit. He lists some of these here. Paul is 
speaking about the office of the apostle, the prophet, and teacher. He is talking 
about the gift of healing, tongues and interpretation. He talks of the motivational 
gifts of helps and government. These are gifts given by God but all these gifts are 
not given to each person, some have one gifting, another person has a different 
gifting. Paul is not talking about one’s personal prayer language which is distinct 
from the gift of tongues which is used in public ministry. 

 
In this question Paul does not mean, “Do all have the personal prayer language?” 
rather “Do all have the gift of speaking in tongues?” This list of gifts could be divided 
into classifications from the Five-Fold Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4, the Motivational 
Gifts of Romans 12 and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 12. In the context of 
these three types of giftings it can be stated that “no we do not as an individual do 
all of these things or possess all of these gifts.” (See the following breakdown of 
these gifts). Paul was not stating “Does everyone have a personal prayer language?”, 
for he says in 1 Corinthians 14:5 “I wish you all spoke with tongues,” The reason for 
this questioning of Paul is to challenge the thinking of some of the Corinthian church 
which caused them to feel that they were more significant than some of the others 
because of the specific gifts that there were given. Paul in effect is saying that they 
needed to realize that there were a variety of gifts and no one person had all the 
gifts. Each person was necessary to contribute their part of the gifting they had. 

 
Many people use this verse to justify their perspective that not everyone speaks in 
tongues. The purpose of this question is to show that Paul is actually looking at 
various gifts which might be unique to an individual but he is not talking about the 
personal prayer language which is available to all people. There is some uncertainty 
about what the gift of helps is and what the gift of administration might be as these 
specific Greek words are not used elsewhere in the NT. Possible division of these 
gifts are listed below. 
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 varieties of tongues – gift of the Holy Spirit 1 Cor. 12:10 
 first apostles – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 second prophets – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 third teachers – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 after that miracles – gift of the Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 12:10  
 then gifts of healings – gift of the Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 12:10  
 helps –perhaps a deacon – Acts 6, 1 Tim 3:8 
 administrations – this could refer to one who gives oversight as an elder, 

pastor, or a bishop (one who gives spiritual leadership to a church) 

Barnes Notes says that this word for “administrations” is the Greek word 
kuberne ̄seis, which “is derived from kuberiao ‘to govern;’ and is usually applied to 
the government or ‘steering’ of a ship. The word occurs no where else in the New 
Testament, though the word kubernēte ̄s (‘governor’) occurs in Acts 27:11, rendered 
‘master,’ and in Revelation 18:17, rendered ‘shipmaster.’”1 

The word “helps” is derived from "antilambano," and “denotes properly, ‘aid, 
assistance, help;” and then those who render aid, assistance, or help; helpers. . . . 
They might have been those to whom was entrusted the care of the poor, and the 
sick, and strangers, widows, and orphans, etc.; that is, those who performed the 
office of deacons. Or they may have been those who attended on the apostles to 
aid them in their work, such as Paul refers to in Romans 16:3. “Greet Priscilla, and 
Aquilla, my “helpers” in Christ Jesus;” and in 1 Corinthians 12:9,” Salute Urbane our 
helper in Christ.”2 In Acts 20:35 the word is used in the verb form to mean – support, 
assist  

 Are all apostles – five-fold ministry gift  
 Are all prophets – five-fold ministry gift 
 Are all teachers – five-fold ministry gift 
 Are all workers of miracles - gift of the Holy Spirit 
 Do all have gifts of healings - gift of the Holy Spirit  
 Do all speak with tongues - gift of the Holy Spirit 
 Do all interpret - gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
The obvious answer to each of these questions is no, since these are gifts of the 
Holy Spirit or the Ascension gift ministries, but this does not mean that individuals 
do not speak with tongues as their personal prayer language.  

Verse 31 – earnestly desire the best gifts. The best gift is the gift that will minister to the 
people in the best way, in the God directed way. 

                                                            
1 Barnes Notes on 1 Corinthians 12:28. This public domain material may be accessed online in a number of places, 
including http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/view.cgi?bk=45&ch=12. 
2 Ibid. 
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1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 13 

Chapter 13:1 - “though I speak with tongues of men and of angels”. Paul is laying a principle 
about the importance of love bringing true power to the gifts of the Spirit. Yet at the 
same time he is stating that when a person speaks in tongues he could be speaking 
in an earthly language or a heavenly language, i.e. that of angels. 

Verses 8-11 - Paul talks about prophecy, tongues and knowledge ceasing. Some 
denominations interpret this verse to explain why people should not use the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit or speak in tongues in this present age. They believe that the Bible 
is that perfect thing which when it came caused the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be 
unnecessary. When interpreting the scriptures it is always important to use the 
scripture to interpret scripture. Paul, in his writings, refers to the church as being 
that which God is preparing to come into the perfect fulfillment of what God has for 
it. (Ephesians 4:12,13) Hence he talks of a child maturing and putting away childish 
things and starting to act as a man. Ephesians 4:12 says that God has given pastors 
for the purpose of bringing us to maturity, obviously we aren’t there yet, as there is 
much left to be done. Because that which is perfect is not here, therefore we need 
these gifts to help the believers reach maturity. 

In Verse 8 when the scripture says that “prophecy will fail”, or that “knowledge will 
vanish away”, the Greek word for “fail or fall away is “katargeo”.  

This word literally means “to render idle, unemployed, inactivate, inoperative”, it 
was used in the context of “causing a person or thing to have no further efficiency”, 
or was used when something was “deprived of force, influence, power”.  

This implies that prophetic words and words of knowledge, when they are given 
may have a type of “shelf life”. I.e. there is a time frame by which the prophetic 
words and words of knowledge need to be acted upon or applied before the God 
given power behind those words becomes ineffective of is lost.  

This word is used four times in chapter 13, vs 8 “prophecies, they will fail”, 
“knowledge, it will vanish away”, vs 10 “when that which is perfect has come, then 
that which is in part will be done away” and vs 11 “when I became a man, I put away 
childish things..” 

1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 14 
[ref. Leader Training Session 4 Video 28:28] 

Verse 1 - Paul exhorts the church to pursue the gift of prophecy because it edifies (builds up) 
the body of Christ. 
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Verse 2 - Speaking in tongues is directed towards God more than it is a message to other 
people. This verse would clearly seem to be addressing the situation of when one 
uses their own personal prayer language. 

Note that speaking in tongues is a means of distinct communication with God. 
Others and you may not understand what is being said, but God understands.  

The simple statement is that when I speak in tongues I speak to God. Period. No 
one else needs to understand. Tongues are connected to heaven’s throne and that 
is all that is needed to be understood. 

Verse 3 - Prophecy is used for the purpose of strengthening (edification, building up), 
encouragement (exhortation, stirring up), and comfort (cheering up), the people of 
God. 

Verse 4 - The benefit of speaking in tongues (one’s personal prayer language), is that it 
causes the individual to be edified (built up). This self-edification is not a selfish 
action; it’s a God ordained scriptural action that God encourages us to participate 
in. 

When there is prophecy within the church then it causes the church to be edified 
(built up). 

Verse 5 - Paul wishes that everyone speaks in tongues and especially that they would 
prophecy, for prophecy has the ability to minister to a larger group of individuals 
instead of just the one person who would be ministered to if he were to speak in 
tongues. Paul encourages the personal use of tongues and also encourages 
prophecy. 

 
In stating that “he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, 
unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.” The Apostle 
Paul is saying that a message in tongues with interpretation is equal in value to a 
prophetic message as both bring edification to the church. 

 
In the congregational situation, as a form of ministry, it is realised that prophecy is 
more important that a message in tongues unless there is an interpretation for the 
message in tongues. 

Verses 6–12 - A message given to the church must be understood for it to benefit the church. 
For this reason a message in tongues without interpretation will be an unclear 
sound that will not enable the people to respond to it. Because the church was 
zealous for spiritual gifts they were to seek that which would cause the church to 
be edified. 
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*Note that nowhere does Paul distinguish whether a message in tongues should be 
given in one’s own personal spiritual prayer language or in a different spiritual 
prayer language than one would normally use when speaking or praying in tongues. 

Verse 13 - People who minister publicly in tongues are to pray for the gift of interpretation 
so that the whole church will be edified. 

Verses 14–15 - Though Paul has been talking about the use of a message in tongues in the 
congregational setting; these verses form a parenthetical statement, or an aside, 
which Paul inserts to talk about the personal usage of tongues; as such verses 13 & 
16 would flow together in the context of group or public ministry when using 
tongues. 

 
When one prays in their own personal prayer language their spirit prays but their 
mind does not understand what is being said. Accordingly Paul states that it is good 
to pray and sing in tongues and to pray and sing with the language which one 
understands. 
 
In these verses Paul clearly links one form of “praying in the spirit” as being the same 
as praying in tongues, (see also Ephesians 6:18; Jude 20). Another form of praying 
in the spirit could also include praying in one’s known language but allowing God’s 
Holy Spirit to guide the words being prayed. 

Verse 16 - In the congregational situation, if one gives a message of praise in tongues and 
yet there is no interpretation of the message, it will be difficult for the rest of the 
church to participate in what is being done since there is no understanding present. 
The congregation will not even be able to say “amen” in agreement to what was 
said.  

Verse 17 - Note that when one prays in tongues that they are doing a good thing, they “do 
well”, in so doing. 

Verses 18–19 - Paul wants to emphasize that speaking in tongues is a good thing, he does 
not want the people to think that it is some insignificant thing, therefore he 
emphasises the importance of it by saying that he thanks God that he speaks in 
tongues more than all the people. Yet in the church it important that others be able 
to receive what is said, therefore he would prefer to speak words that are 
understood by the people. 

Verses 21–22 - In the congregational setting, tongues (with interpretation) are a sign to the 
unbelievers that something spiritual is taking place. It would seem that Paul is 
saying that when there are a lot of unbelievers in a service, then a message in 
tongues, followed by interpretation, will be a significant way of ministering to the 
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unbeliever. The message in tongues would get the attention of the unbelievers, 
showing that something unusual was happening. Then the translated message 
would better be heard and applied by the unbelievers. The believer does not need 
the tongues to get their attention or to show that something spiritually significant 
is taking place, therefore a prophetic message would be more appropriate 

People in North America often feel uncomfortable when they hear others speaking 
in tongues. Because we are in general a unilingual society we are unaccustomed to 
hearing other languages spoken. People in Europe, Asian, or other multi-ethnic 
communities consider it a common occurrence to hear people gathering to pray or 
worship in their own language, this would be allowable. However for an individual 
to stand up and address the whole congregation in a language that is unknown to 
the congregation would seem out of order. 

Isaiah 28:11–12, “For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this 
people, To whom He said, ‘This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to 
rest,’ And, ‘This is the refreshing’; Yet they would not hear.” 

This passage, where it occurs in Isaiah, means, that God would 
teach the rebellious and refractory Jews submission to himself, 
by punishing them amidst a people of another language, by 
removing them to a land - the land of Chaldea - where they 
would hear only a language that to them would be unintelligible 
and barbarous. . . . . It seems to have been used by Paul, because 
the “words” which occurred in Isaiah would “appropriately 
express” the idea which he wished to convey (see the note 
at Matthew 1:23), that God would make use of foreign 
languages for some “valuable purpose.” . . . The sense is, as God 
accomplished an important purpose by the use of a foreign 
language in regard to his ancient people, as recorded in Isaiah, 
so he will make use of foreign languages to accomplish 
important purposes still. They shall be used in the Christian 
church to effect important objects, though not in the same 
manner, nor for the same end, as in the time of the captivity.3 

Verses 23–25 - In the congregational setting if everyone is giving a distinct message in 
tongues (and there is no interpretation) then the unlearned or unbeliever will think 
that what is taking place doesn’t make sense, but if there is a prophetic message 
(which would be the same as tongues with interpretation, ref. 14:5) then the 
unbeliever is challenged by what God is saying and acknowledges that God is truly 
present. 

                                                            
3 Barnes Notes on 1 Corinthians 14:21. This public domain material may be accessed online in a number of places, 
including http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/view.cgi?bk=45&ch=14.  
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Note that verse 23 says that if “all speak in tongues” the uninformed will think the 
people are out of your mind. The unlearned will think that something is not right 
because of the fact that all are giving messages by speaking in tongues with no 
interpretation. Later Paul gives instructions about how in good church order only 2 
or 3 should speak in tongues with interpretation (v. 27) and only 2 or 3 should 
minister prophetically with judgment (v. 29). Though all might have the ability to do 
so (v. 31).  

 
There may appear to be a contradiction between v. 22 and v. 24. In v. 
22 Paul gives some general guidelines as to when there should be 
tongues with interpretation and when there should be prophecy, 
(remember that 1 Cor. 14:5 says that prophecy is greater than a 
message in tongues unless there is interpretation of the message in 
tongues. Therefore prophecy is equal to a message in tongues with 
interpretation). If there are unbelievers present in the congregation 
then it would be best if the message were given in tongues and 
interpretation were to follow as that would be a sign of something 
supernatural taking place. That is if the message were applying to the 
unbelievers present. If there were believers present, then Paul says that 
prophecy would be best. In v. 24 Paul then gives an overview stating 
the importance of prophecy (which would include a message in 
tongues with interpretation), for it would convince and convict people 
of their secrets and would cause people to note that God is in their 
midst.  

Verse 26 - This verse is not giving the order for a New Testament church, whereby every 
believer has a specific song, a teaching, a message in tongues or a revelation from 
God. In a large church, as the Corinthian church was, this would present a chaotic 
confusion of everyone wanting to share and minister. It should be remembered that 
in the Greek there were no punctuation marks and that the context is used to 
interpret the understanding of the sentences. This verse would better be 
interpreted as being a question which asks, “When you come together, everyone 
has a song? Everyone has something to teach? Everyone has a message in tongues? 
Everyone has a revelation from God? Everyone has an interpretation to give?” The 
answer to these questions is no. There was a necessity for edification. In the context 
of the next verses there is clarification as to how this verse should be understood. 

Verses 27–28 - Concerning messages given in tongues, everyone should not be giving such 
a message, but rather there should be only two or three, each waiting in their turn 
for the proper timing of God, and let someone be there to interpret what is being 
ministered. If no-one is there to interpret then the one speaking should keep quiet, 
and just speak in his personal prayer language, with both himself and God being 
the ones who are affected by what is said. V.13 tells us that everyone who is about 
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to speak a message in tongues is to pray that they also would be able to interpret 
the message. It is implied from v. 13 and these two verses that if someone is not 
available to interpret what was said, then there should not be given a message in 
tongues. 

Verse 29 - The prophetic words are to be spoken by two or three and are then to be judged, 
judging is done using these simple principles: 

 by whether it lines up with the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12, 1 Timothy 6:3–4);  
 by the witness of the Spirit (1 John 2:27, 1 Corinthians 2:15);  
 by whether it lines up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership 

presiding over the meeting (Galatians 2:1–2). In the case of a personal 
prophetic word (i.e. that which is given to a specific person), the prophetic 
word should also be judged by the specific leadership which is over the 
individual. In judging the prophetic word the leadership considers issues such 
as:  

o its fruit (Matthew 7:15–20), does it edify, build up or bring life?  
(1 Corinthians 14:3);  

o is it a clear or confusing message, is there peace with the words that 
were given? (1 Corinthians 14:6–7, 33);  

o whether the person giving the message manifests the fruit of the Spirit  
(Galatians 5:16–26);  

o whether the word is true for those parts referring to the past or 
present. If it contains predictions, promises, etc., do these come to 
pass? (Deuteronomy 18:21–22). 

Verse 30 - “But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.” Paul 
talks of the attitude of deferring to others. One should willingly step back to enable 
others to minister.  
It can be very easy for one or two to dominate the meeting instead of having the 
attitude of sharing the ministry with others who might have something to 
contribute.  

Verse 31 - “For you may all prophesy”, speaking of the gift of prophecy within the local 
congregation Paul states that there should be room for anyone to give a prophecy 
within the congregation. In so doing, he states that each believer can seek God, that 
God might minister through him with a prophecy (see also vv. 5, 39). There are times 
within certain services where there might be such a rich sensing of the presence of 
the Lord Jesus that almost anyone would be able to prophesy. At these times the 
leadership within a congregation may limit the number of prophecies to three or 
four as additional ministry would tend to be superfluous or divergent from the 
theme that the Lord might want emphasized; this would be in keeping with the 
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thought of v. 29, where the prophets were to minister two or three at a time. Too 
many prophetic words may cause the congregation to fail to act upon any of them. 

Verses 32–33 - In keeping with the need for order within the local church, Paul asserts that 
the prophets are always in control of themselves. They are never in a situation 
where “they just have to interrupt the flow of the service” because God was so heavy 
upon them. In a similar way, if the spirit of the prophets is subject to the prophets 
then so also should all the others who might sense the prompting of God in some 
way or another. There was a decent flow in the way that things were to be done and 
those ministering in spiritual things were to realize that they were in sufficient 
control of themselves to enable some to keep silent, others to judge, and there to 
be a sharing in ministry. Paul closes his comments of the usage of the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and the manifestations of the Spirit by stating that the manifestations of 
the Spirit should not cause confusion within the church. 

Verses 36–38 - In these verses Paul is saying, “You Corinthians are not the only spiritual 
people here, in fact if you really think that you are spiritual it will be shown by your 
willingness to apply the things that are written here. Anyone not willing to apply 
these guidelines really shows how ignorant they are of the truth.” Paul addresses 
those who think that they are too spiritual to have to apply such simple guidelines 
on order and usage of the gifts. By failing to submit to the direction given by 
leadership they do not show how spiritual they are but rather they show how far 
they personally are from the truth. 

Verses 39–40 - In summary the church was to desire the prophetic word and to not refrain 
from speaking in tongues (within the proper parameters as Paul has given). All 
things are to be done, but let it be done properly, in God’s order. 

 


