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SENSING THE LEADING OF GOD 
—HEARING GOD 

ref. Video: Leader Training Session 3 [starting at 8:43] 

The uniqueness of the Christian Faith  

 God is alive and He talks and communicates with us – John 10:27 

If we didn’t hear His voice we could not be a Christian  

 His spirit will convict of sin, of the need for righteousness and the judgement to come  
– John 16:8 

God is always talking, but we just don’t always hear Him  

 Many times we don’t hear Him because He is talking in areas that we aren’t listening.  

We do not deserve to hear from God  

 God speaks and leads because of His mercy and His desire to relate to us. 

HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE LEADING/DIRECTION OF GOD? [Video 17:21] 

1. PRACTICAL WAYS 

a. Through the multitude of counselors, team concept, getting advice from others – 
Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 24:6; Acts 15:1–29 

b. By searching out the matter or the situation, investigating, research – Proverbs 25:2 

c. Through teachers and leaders and instructors – Deuteronomy 4:14 

d. Circumstances  

2. SPIRITUAL WAYS 

a. God speaks and leads by giving concepts, impressions, thoughts, promptings, 
or feelings  

‐ Often in a small still way  
‐ 1 Kings 19:11 Not in the wind, the shaking or the fire 

THREE BASIC WAYS IN WHICH THE SPIRIT LEADS [Video 27:20] 

“SEER” – will readily see pictures in the mind. These pictures may require 
interpretation. Seek for direction as to what the picture or vision means. 
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“HEARER” – you will hear what the Spirit says. This is not usually in an audible voice, 
but it could be. Normally you just feel like you are hearing something. In actuality, you 
are not hearing anything audible but you still feel as if you are hearing what you 
receive. To an unbelieving bystander, they would hear nothing.  

 Isaiah 30:21, “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, 
walk in it.’ Whenever you turn to the right hand Or whenever you turn to the 
left.” 

"KNOWER / FEELER" – you just seem to know something and it feels right but you 
could not explain to anyone how you know, you just know! It is like a built in sense of 
"what is".  

HINDRANCES TO SENSING GOD’S LEADING [Video 33:20] 

a) Busyness 
b) Cares of the world – Matthew 13:1–9, 18–30 
c) Lack of practice – Hebrews 5:14 
d) Despising the small things – Zechariah 4:10  

 Mostly in the prophetic God speaks words of; edification, comfort, 
exhortation – 1 Corinthians 14:3.  

DEVELOPING OUR SENSITIVITY [Video 37:55] 

a) Have an active personal devotion life – Matthew 7:22–23 
b) Journaling can help – Habbakuk 2:2–3 
c) Expect to Hear the voice of God – John 10:27 
d) Desire to Hear – 1 Corinthians 14:1  
e) Ask God for a hearing ear – Isaiah 50:4  
f) Practice – actually doing it – stepping out in faith – Hebrews 5:12–14  

JUDGING PROPHECY [Video 46:00] 

All words, specifically directive words, need to be judged. The more that the direction from 
God affects lives of individuals, the more evaluation or judging needs to be applied.  

1. Individual Free Will 

Prophecy or directive words should never remove an individual’s free choice, whereby 
they feel that they are forced to “have to” obey God even though they don’t want to.  

2. Prophecy consists of three aspects:  

 REVELATION – that which God has shown 
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 INTERPRETATION – what does that which is shown mean 

 APPLICATION – How do you walk out that which God has spoken? It is important 
that leadership process prophetic words with individuals so that they apply the 
words properly and don’t run astray with their own interpretation and application 
of the word.  

Be careful not to do all three at once. People who have had prophetic words given to 
them must work with others to help properly apply these words. 

We must realize that – We know in part and prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9).  
Be willing to admit that “I could be wrong.” 

The prophetic words are judged, judging is done using these simple principles  
(1 Corinthians 14:29): 

 by whether it lines up with the Word of God 
o Hebrews 4:12 
o 1 Timothy 6:3  

 by the witness of the Spirit 

o 1 John 2:27  
o 1 Corinthians 2:14–16 
o Colossians 3:15 – And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 

which also you were called in one body… (Not just peace in the heart 
of the one who receive the word, but peace in the heart of the 
leadership the person relates to ) 

 by whether it lines up with the scrutiny and judgment of the 
leadership presiding over the meeting – Galatians 2:1–2 

In judging the prophetic word, the leadership considers issues such as:  

 Its fruit – Matthew 7:15–20; Does it edify, build up or bring life?  
– 1 Corinthians 14:3 

 Is it a clear or confusing message, is there peace with the words that were 
given? – 1 Corinthians 14:6–7; 33  

 Whether the person giving the message manifests the fruit of the Spirit – 
Galatians 5:16–26  

 Whether the word is true for those parts referring to the past or present. 
If it contains predictions, promises, etc. do these come to pass? – 
Deuteronomy 18:21–22. 


