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RECEIVING THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 2 

Preface – Heart Attitude When Talking About Spiritual Things 

Guard against arrogance, pride, looking down upon others.  

What the Holy Spirit Does [Video 0:34] 

The Holy Spirit is working in and around us – before and during salvation.  

 Convicts the world of sin, the need for righteousness and judgment to come – 
John 16:8–12 

 Guides the lives of believers – John 16:13, Romans 8:14 

 Teaches and gives us understanding of the Word – John 14:26 

 Produces the fruit of the Spirit in the believer – Galatians 5:22–23 

 Brings truth back to remembrance – John 14:26 

 Testifies of Jesus – John 15:26 

 Bears witness that we are His – 2 Corinthians 5 

More of the Power of the Holy Spirit 

The Scriptures talk of a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit which is beyond that of the 
relationship obtained at salvation. The term "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is used by John 
the Baptist in John 1:33, (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8) by Jesus in Acts 1:5, and by Peter in Acts 
11:16. This phenomenon is also spoken of as being "filled with the Spirit" in Acts 2:1–4.  

This deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit is found in the prophetic words of Joel 2:28–
29, where God tells of pouring out His Spirit on all people, the results of which will “cause 
the sons and daughters to prophesy, the old men to dream dreams and the young men to 
see visions.” This outpouring, which would even affect the servants, was first described in 
Acts 2.  

It is so important that Paul commanded it  

 Ephesians 5:18, “. . . be filled with the Holy Spirit” – a command! 
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Different from Water Baptism  

Further references to this extra dimension of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and how it is 
distinct from water baptism are as follows: 

 The new believers in Samaria were water baptized, yet they had not yet 
received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:12, 15–16). 

 Simon the sorcerer became a believer and was water baptized, yet he realized that 
he was missing a dynamic aspect of the Holy Spirit in his life (Acts 8:13, 19–20). 

 The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles after they heard the Word of God and 
believed in Jesus for the remission of sins, yet they were not water baptized 
until later (Acts 10:43–44, 47–48; Acts 15:7–8). 

Why Does a Person Need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit? [Video 1:14] 

 Power over the enemy (Luke 4:1–11) being filled with the Holy Spirit … was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness. 

 Helps us to be effective witnesses – Acts 1:8 

 Gives power – dunamis – Acts 1:8 

 Power of the Spirit of God  

o Luke 4:18  

o Acts 10:38  

o Matthew 12:28  

 Gives power and anointing to preach – 1 Corinthians 2:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:5 

 Administers the nine spiritual gifts – 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–10 

 Overflows from within – John 7:37  

 Provision of personal spiritual language – Speaking in Tongues 

Benefits of Speaking in Tongues [Video 3:42] 

Why is a personal prayer language important? 

1) Personal Edification – builds up the individual who speaks, 1 Corinthians 14:4 

2) Helps us in our prayer life – Romans 8:26–28 when don’t know how to pray, Helps us 
pray well, pray longer.  

a. Things that wouldn’t have worked for good now do work for good.  
(Context of Romans 8:28) 
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b. 1 Corinthians 14:17 – praying in the Spirit one gives thanks well. 

c. 1 Corinthians 14:15 –17 – can pray, sing, and bless or give thanks, in the Spirit; 
enables enduring prayer, run out of words to pray 

3) Increases faith – Jude 20 

4) Part of weapons in Ephesians 6 – praying in the Spirit  

5) As a sign which may convince the unbeliever  

a. Mark 16:17 – “These signs will follow those that believe . . .” 

b. 1 Corinthians 14:22 – Both Jesus and Paul speak of tongues being a sign. 

Speaking in tongues is so important that Paul gives his desire – 1 Corinthians 14:5, “I wish 
you all spoke with tongues.” 

Paul also gives a divine order – 1 Corinthians 14:39, “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly 
to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.” 

If God has something for us that will strengthen us, we need all He can give us. It is arrogant 
to say, “Thanks for the gift, but I won’t use it.” 

Not an event but a journey, one of being more and more like Christ, being more and more 
led by the Spirit. 

With the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes the power of the Holy Spirit, gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and a personal prayer language (tongues). 

What keeps us from receiving our spiritual language? [Video 8:50] 

Remember we are to lovingly encourage, not in judgment condemning but to be merciful 
and gracious. Being filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues is not an event 
but a journey, one of being more and more like Christ, being more and more led by the 
Spirit. 

1) IGNORANCE – not knowing that it is available – Acts 19:2, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?” These Christians in Ephesus didn’t even know there was a 
Holy Spirit. 

2) INCORRECT TEACHING - Many individuals have previously received teaching against 
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, specifically speaking in tongues. This teaching, which does 
not line up with the complete Word of God, will cause conflicts within the individual 
and affect the faith of the person. The person must choose to believe the truth of 
God’s Word (Galatians 3:2; James 1:6–7). 
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a) “. . . don’t I have the Holy Spirit already?” 

 Some people believe that when they become a Christian and become water 
baptized, they automatically have the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. However 
when we read Acts 8, we see that people in Samaria have been saved and 
water baptized but they were missing the baptism in the Holy spirit until 
the apostles Peter and John came and laid hands on them that they might 
receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Clearly the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
was more than what happened at salvation or at water baptism. 

b)  “. . . tongues have ceased” 

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 - “Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, 
then that which is in part will be done away.” 

 Here the scripture says that these gifts are given till what is perfect comes. 
Some people feel that this verse validates the fact the gifts will cease. They 
feel that the perfect thing which came was the Bible and when the Bible 
came there was no longer any need for the gifts of the Holy Spirit. However 
when Paul writes he never refers to that which is perfect as being the Bible. 
For the Apostle Paul “that which is perfect” refers either to the Church 
coming to full maturity or to the return of Jesus Christ. Both of these events 
happen at the same time at the end of the age. 

 Some people believe that speaking in tongues has ceased, that it was only 
for the NT church or that speaking in tongues was to help get the church 
started so that mission work into other countries could go forth at a greater 
rate. However there is more need now for the kingdom of God to move into 
the masses of people throughout the world than there was then. There are 
presently ten times more people in unsaved people groups now than the 
total number of people living at the time of Jesus Christ and the early 
church. The need for evangelization is greater now than ever!  

 In a similar way, some people believe that speaking in tongues was not a 
spiritual language but rather a simple way for the early church to quickly 
do mission work since they would not need to study linguistics. Yet the need 
for Bible translation and linguistics is just as prevalent as in the days of the 
early church. The 120 disciples in the upper room spoke in tongues on the 
day of Pentecost yet there are 2,000 people groups who do not yet have the 
Bible in their own language. The present need is greater now than in the NT 
times. 

 Peter specifically says it is for more than just the apostolic time period: 
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Acts 2:38-39, “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ For the promise is to 
you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call."  

o Those who believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit, speaking in 
tongues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit have ceased are 
cessationists. Cessationism is the doctrine that the apostolic gifts 
ceased with the original twelve apostles. Continuationism is the 
doctrine that the Holy Spirit may bestow the sign gifts to persons 
other than the original twelve apostles, at any time in the Church 
age 

 There are historical references to Christians speaking in tongues all through 
history since the time of Jesus ascension into heaven. 

 {REF. “Spirit Baptism in the Early Church To Present” – PAGE 74} 

c) “. . . not everyone gets this gift of tongues”  

 Some people feel that speaking in tongues, the gifts of the Holy Spirit or the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for a select few. They use the verses in 1 
Corinthians 12:30 where Paul implies or indicates that “not all” will speak 
with tongues.  

o It is important to understand that in this context Paul is referring 
specifically to the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and to the leadership 
gifts of Ephesians 4:11–12. In this context he is not referring to a 
person’s personal prayer language but rather to a message in 
tongues given in a public context.  

 In keeping with 1 Corinthians 12:7 “but the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all” 

o The gifts are for public use, a public exercise (14:26) that will edify 
the church (14:12–13). When using tongues in a public ministry, the 
requirement of interpretation is faithfully observed (14:27–28).  

o Tongues in this usage (public message) is with limited distribution 

 In 1 Corinthians 14:5 he says, “I wish you all” speak with tongues. Paul is 
distinguishing the public usage from the personal usage; here it is used for 
edifying the believer in times of private praise, prayer, and worship of God 
(14:2). This usage is broad involvement, so broadly available that Paul says 
that he wishes all to have usage of it. 

 Acts 2:17–18 (quoting Joel 2:28 ff) the whole family of believers is intended 
to receive and share in this facet of ministry—sons, daughters, man 
servants and maid servants. 
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 Acts 2:38–39 “this gift is to all even those who are afar off.” What gift? – 
Holy Spirit, but also that of tongues, which is what the people just heard. 

 “. . . isn’t prophecy preferred over tongues?” – 1 Corinthians 14:5 – yes, in 
the public context for the edification of all the believers. But personally we 
are to all speak in tongues. 

d) “. . . Jesus never spoke in tongues”  

 If Jesus didn’t need to and if He didn’t do it, then why do I need to?   

 In Acts 1:8 Jesus tells us that we need the power from on high which 
transformed the believers into world changers. When the power came, their 
prayer language came. 

 Reviewing the benefits from speaking in tongues, edification, increased 
faith, prayer life, these were unlimited in Jesus. 

o Since Jesus had unhindered prayer connection with the Father He 
would not need to speak in tongues. 

o By definition what language did Jesus – the Living Word – not 
understand?  

o Since Jesus was anointed without measure, there was no limit to His 
communion and strength from God; He did not need to speak in 
tongues to edify Himself. 

e) “. . . you need to have an interpreter”   

 Some people feel that there needs to be someone to interpret or else 
people cannot speak in tongues. This is based upon 1 Corinthians 14:28, 
which says that if anyone were to speak in tongues there should be an 
interpreter present or pray that they should interpret themselves. Because 
there is not an interpreter present when they are by themselves, then they 
conclude that they should not speak in tongues.  

 However, there is a difference between a person speaking in tongues and a 
person delivering a message in tongues.  

o A personal prayer language is inward, personal (between you and 
God) and edifies one’s own spirit. It could be used in prayer or 
worship and is directed towards God.  One’s personal prayer 
language does not need to be interpreted as that is between you and 
God. 

o A Message in Tongues is outward, it is directed toward others and 
requires an interpretation so the others will understand what is 
being spoken. 
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3) BAD EXPERIENCES – Some individuals have been prayed for or have seen others prayed 
for in the past. These experiences may have clouded their willingness to be prayed for 
or ministered to now. Certain church teachings or situations may have left the 
individual feeling condemned, “second class,” or even unsaved because they did not 
speak in tongues or receive the Holy Spirit.  

We should endeavour to be sensitive to these people, remembering that we do 
not have to force the Holy Spirit upon anyone. Be careful that we do not put any 
undue pressure upon individuals, making them feel that they have to do 
something or receive something or else they’ll “never get out of here.” 

 ex. Bad representation from others – “If they have the Holy Spirit and 
that is how they act, I don’t want it. I don’t want to be arrogant, 
haughty, puffed up, or showing off.” 

 

4) FEELINGS OF UNWORTHINESS - Some believers do not realize that the Holy Spirit is 
given as a gift (Acts 2:38). They feel that they must perform at a certain level or have 
their lives in “order” before they are worthy to receive the Holy Spirit.  

Scripture shows that the Holy Spirit is given to bring us to sanctification (to be 
set apart unto God) (1 Peter 1:2) and maturity (John 16:13); He is not given 
because we are sanctified or mature. 

 Galatians 3:2 – “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?” 

When feeling that we are not good enough, or do not qualify, we need to 
remember that the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues is given not because we 
are good (fulfilling the Law), but because we are not good enough. We need it to 
help us get better. We receive the Holy Spirit and our prayer language because 
we hear about it being available, and in faith we receive it, not because we work 
hard enough to merit receiving it. 

5) WRONG EXPECTATIONS   

a. No desire – sometimes people don’t receive their spiritual payer language 
because they don’t want it. They think there must be a better choice: If God 
were to give me a gift, I certainly wouldn’t want it to be tongues. We forget 
that tongues is God’s idea, not ours and that God has a purpose for it. We 
might not value it but if God has something for us we should get everything 
that we can.  

 Tongues are important: 

o Jesus was the first one to mention tongues in the New Testament 
(Mark 16:17). 
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o Speaking in tongues is the first sign or gift of a believer mentioned 
by Jesus in Mark 16.  

o Speaking in tongues is first sign or gift given at Pentecost. 

b. Misplaced expectations – Sometimes people expect that something is going 
to happen but they have predetermined what that something is going to be. 
Hence when nothing happens or when what we expect to happen didn’t 
happen as anticipated, we are disillusioned, frustrated or skeptical. However 
expectation is essential. We should be expecting that we would sense the 
Holy Spirit in a deeper or more real way. 

 “I have to pray all night to get it” – Some believers misunderstand what 
is required to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and their personal 
prayer language. They feel that long hours of prayer are needed to 
qualify to receive the Holy Spirit. Though the disciples had to wait for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49), the promise is now available 
to every Christian who asks for it. 

6) THINKING THAT SOMETHING WILL OVERPOWER YOU – that God will control you and it 
will happen with a huge wave of emotions. 

 Some people wrongly feel that speaking in tongues is some type of linguistic 
seizure rather than a voluntary point of participation with the Holy Spirit 
giving utterance. 

 Some have asked for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and have had few 
emotions and as a consequence have felt ripped off as if they did not 
receive the real thing.  

7) FEAR - People fear that they will be become wacky or weird. We need to realize that 
the Holy Spirit is the comforter – He will not force himself upon you, nor will He force 
you into anything that is not for your highest good. 

a. Fear of seeking an experience for experience’s sake. Beware of manipulation, 
emotionalism, and suggestiveness. 

b. Fear of losing control or of embarrassment – the God-given power of our will 
is never intended to be out of control.   

1 Corinthians 14:15 “What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I 
will also sing with the understanding.” 

1 Corinthians 14:30–32, “But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, 
let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may 
learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject 
to the prophets.” 
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1 Corinthians 14:27 “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the 
most three, each in turn, and let one interpret.” (means that control is 
present) 

c.  Fear of failure after receiving Holy Spirit and prayer language. Those who 
speak in tongues are still fallible people. People fear that after receiving the 
Holy Spirit, the individual will end up sinning and hence violate or offend God 
because of the sinfulness of the vessel who has received the Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. We need to understand that people who are Spirit-filled and 
speak in tongues: 

o Are not better than anyone else.  

o Are more conscious of their sinfulness. If the Spirit is truly working 
within a Spirit-filled believer they will be more conscious of their 
sinful condition and their constant need for Christ. If the Spirit of 
God is truly working within us, then we may rightly testify that we 
are better Christians than we were before, because of our 
responding to Him. We have not yet arrived, there is much more to 
press into.. 

d. Fear of what will happen if they don’t speak in tongues – People think that 
perhaps they will be pushed down when prayed for, that they might have to 
pray all night, or that they won’t be able to leave the meeting till they speak 
in tongues. There is fear that they might be rejected or seen as second-class 
Christians or perhaps others will think that you are not even a Christian if 
you don’t speak in tongues.  

8) A LACK OF FAITH – Faith is essential to receiving the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:2; James 
1:6–7). Lack of faith is typically shown by an unwillingness to attempt to speak in 
tongues.  

Speaking in tongues seems uncommon and non-natural—in some point it is unnatural, 
it is supernatural. On the other side, in non-unilingual cultures, it is common to hear 
people speak other languages that we don’t know. 

Questions about speaking in tongues [Video 27:35] 

1) “I prayed to receive, but nothing happened”   

 The gift is offered but you need to receive it. A response is necessary.  

 As part of our salvation walk – in Colossians 2:6, “As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” 

 How did you get saved? (The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ.) Yet, at some point we need to respond in faith and trust that God is 
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going to give salvation; trust Him, not yourself and trust His work and His 
provision, not your understanding.  

 As it is a gift, we need to learn how to use the gift. Like a cell phone—if it is 
in my pocket but I never know how to use it, it is of no value to me. 

2) “It seems weird, it doesn’t make any sense”  

 Faith is required. Trust that it makes sense to God; trust that your obedience is 
pleasing to God. 

3) “I feel like I’m making it up” 

 Luke 11:13 – trust that God is faithful 

How to Receive This Baptism of the Holy Spirit [Video 28:50] 

1) Ask for it – Luke 11:13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask Him!" 

2) Expect to receive it - Believe God that He will give His Holy Spirit to us in accordance 
with His Word. We receive the Holy Spirit not by our own works but by believing what 
we have heard. People tend to lean on sense and emotions; therefore, if one does not 
have a "sense of righteousness" or feel worthy, one closes oneself off from the 
blessings of God.  

e. Galatians 3:2 “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”  

f. Galatians 3:14 “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles 
in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith.” 

3) We must be willing to submit ourselves to the will of God – In Acts 2:37–38, the people 
were pricked in their hearts and were willing to ask, "What shall we do?" Peter told 
them to repent and be baptized and then they would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Blatant sin, if not dealt with, may hinder our receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:18–23). 

4) In faith step out and use it – In faith, we need to step out and begin using and 
exercising that which God has given us. Faith is the condition upon which one can 
receive anything from God (Hebrews 11:6, James 1:6–8). 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not something to have, but to use. 
 

Praying for Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
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1. “Do you want to receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit?” 

2. “Do you have any questions?” 

3. Encourage them to now pray and ask (or offer to lead them in repeat‐after‐me 

style).  

4. You pray for them.  

5. “Now let’s pray in tongues together” (speak out loud) 

6. “What happened?” 

7. Affirmation 

Also see beginning of Training Session 3 video for review of Q&A coming from this lesson. 
 


