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THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 1 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON (not a force, concept, or an “it”) [Video 6:12] 

John 16:13–15 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to 
you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and 
declare it to you.  

The Trinity (Tri-unity of God) [Video 12:46] 

 The person of the Holy Spirit and the concept of the Trinity are inextricably 
connected 

 Although the concept of the Trinity is difficult to understand, once it is accepted 
“by faith” it answers more questions than it creates 

 Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God [Elohim - pl] created the heavens and the 
earth.” 

 Genesis 1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.’ ” 

 Psalm 110:1 – “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool.’ ” 

 Matthew 3:16–17 – “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a 
voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.’ ” 

 The doctrine of the Trinity, although taught in Scripture and alluded to in the 
church councils of history, was clearly articulated in the First Council of 
Constantinople of AD 381. 

Sebellianism – a 2nd-Century heresy that God is one person in 3 modes 
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Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed (emphasis added)  [Video 26:10] 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father 
before all ages, Light of Light, True God of True God, Begotten, not made, of one essence 
with the Father, by Whom all things were made: 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; 

And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; 

And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
Who proceedeth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped 
and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets; 

And I believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

I look for the Resurrection of the dead, 

And the Life of the age to come. Amen. 

Understanding the Spirit Realm [Video 28:00] 

 The Holy Spirit seems to interact on the physical realm from the spiritual realm 

 Holy Spirit = “hagios pneuma” (Greek) = holy air, wind, breath, or spirit 

Holy Spirit is the Power Broker of the Godhead [Video 46:15] 

 Psalm 104:30 – “You send forth Your Spirit, they [heaven and earth] are created; and 
You renew the face of the earth.” 

 Acts 10:38 – “. . . God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with Him.” 

 Also see Acts 1:8; Genesis 1:2 

Holy Spirit is the Convictor of the World [Video 50:15] 

 John 16:8–11 – “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.” 
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 Sin of Unbelief 

- They must first know they are lost 
- People all know they are sinful—level is due to work of Holy Spirit 

 
 Righteousness 

- What is right as well as wrong 
- Jesus is not around to tell us 

 
 Judgment 

- That they will be judged on basis of sin & rejection of Christ’s redemption 
- Holy Spirit convinces that there are consequences 

Holy Spirit Is the Worker of Salvation (regeneration) [Video 51:17] 

 John 3:5 – “. . . Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

Holy Spirit Is the Revealer of Wisdom  

 1 Corinthians 2:10–12 – “…the Spirit searches all things…” and reveals them to us. 
When we hear from God or Jesus – we have heard from Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit Baptizes Us into the Body of Christ  

 1 Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body...” 

Jesus Baptizes Us with the Holy Spirit [Video 52:30] 

 Luke 3:16 – “. . . and He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

If we are already indwelt with the Holy Spirit at conversion (Romans 8:8), what is the Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit? 

a) Upon this conversion they received the Holy Spirit (indwelling). 

 John 20:21–22 – So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent 
Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

 This was the moment of Christian conversion for Jesus disciples. It could not 
have occurred earlier because He had not yet gone to cross, been resurrected 
from dead and ascended to the Father. 

b) Baptism with Holy Spirit is clearly a separate and subsequent event from salvation. 
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 Luke 24:49  

Behold, I send the Promise of my Father [John 16:7] upon you; but tarry in the city 
of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high. 

 Acts 19:1–6  

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 
through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said 
to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 

So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 

And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to 

the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus.” 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

c) Paul assumes these men are Christians; yet, wants to know if they have received the 
Baptism with Holy Spirit since. 

d) Baptism (Greek bapto) – to immerse 

 Acts 2:1–4 

 Room was filled; they were in room! 

 Old Testament prophets were said to have Holy Spirit come upon them, not 
to indwell them (Numbers 13:25, 1 Samuel 10:10–11) not to indwell them. 

e) Baptism in Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit coming upon you in an unusual and 
empowering way. 

 Acts 1:6–8 

f) In the Book of Acts the initial evidence of the Baptism with Holy Spirit was always 
speaking with other tongues. 

 Acts 1:4  - Jewish outpouring (Jerusalem) 

- 120 spoke in tongues, 3000 saved 

 Acts 8:14–21 - Samaritan outpouring 

- v.21 “matter” = utterance (tongues) 

 Acts 10:44–46 - Roman outpouring (Caesarea)  
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- saved first, then Holy Spirit, then tongues. 

 Acts 19:1–6 - Greek outpouring (Ephesus) 

    - saved first, then Holy Spirit, then tongues 

g) Must ask for Baptism with Holy Spirit 

 Luke 11:11–13 – “. . . how much more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him?”  

h) Must receive Holy Spirit by faith 

 Galatians 3:14 – “…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 

i) Praying in tongues is not exactly the same as the Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues 

 1 Corinthians 14:12–16 

Holy Spirit Administers the Nine Spiritual Gifts [Video 56:00] 

 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–10 

Holy Spirit Gives Power and Anointing to Preach  

 1 Corinthians 2:4, 1 Thessalonians 1–5 

Holy Spirit Teaches and Gives Us Understanding of the Word 

 John 14:26 

Holy Spirit Guides the Lives of Believers 

 John 16:13, Romans 8:14 

Holy Spirit Helps Us to Pray 

 Romans 8:26–27, Jude 20, Ephesians 6:18 

Holy Spirit Produces the Fruit of the Spirit in the Believer 

 Galatians 5:22–23 


