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MANIFESTATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

It would be nice if everything about God and the Kingdom of God lined up with our linear 
or our non-linear mindset and if we could always understand everything about God and 
how He ministers and how the Spirit flows. But there are some things that we don’t 
understand. 
 
Salvation – we often see change:  

- 2 Corinthians 5:17, a new creation; old things have passed away; all things have 
become new. 

- Ezekiel 36:26, "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take 
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 

- Acts 8:8, “And there was great joy in that city.” 

- When Jesus is present, two types of emotion are exhibited (as seen at triumphant 
entry, John 12:13): 

o Praise thanksgiving, joy; 
o Criticism, constraint, complaining.  

- When Jesus and Holy Spirit are present physical bodies are touched. 
o Healing happens: Acts 10:38; Luke 7:22; Acts 3:8  
o Mental or obsessive desires are removed: 1 Corinthians 6: 9-11. 

- When the Holy Spirit comes we know that the power of God will be increased: 
o Acts 1:8 – dunamis 

We don’t always know the consequences of the Holy Spirit moving upon individuals 
and the church.  

- Jesus says that we cannot understand the moving and the working of the Holy Spirit: 
John 3:8.  

Sometimes when the Holy Spirit is upon individuals people will: 

- Fall forward: 1Kings 8:11  
- Fall backward: John 18:6 
- Fell as dead: Revelation 1:17 
- Shaking: Acts 7:32  
- Appear to be drunk, “drunk in the Spirit:” Acts 2:13-18 
- Groaning: Romans 8:26  
- Roaring: Isaiah 5:29  
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- Goosebumps, clucking, grunting, burping,  
 
Some people or cultures have an expectation that unless there is some manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit then it has not been a good service or they have not met with God. 

HOW DO WE PROCESS THESE MANIFESTATIONS? 

1. Manifestations may be a sign of God’s deep work in the individual:  
a. Making Himself real to the person; 
b. Dry people meeting God in ways that are beyond their control; and 
c. God refreshing His weary people. 

 
2. Manifestations are not a sign of spirituality, nor is it an indication of leadership nor 

is it an indication of greater anointing upon the person. 
 

3. The manifestations are not an automatic indication that God is working within the 
person. Just because a person is often “Slain in the Spirit” or “Drunk in the Spirit” 
does not meant that their character or sinful habits have changed. Change requires 
a submission of the will and desires, not a physical/bodily control by the Holy Spirit. 

 
4. The manifestations are not always in predictable ways; i.e. they sometimes show up 

in ways that would not be consistent with the nature of the individual. 
 

5. It is alright to ask what was happening – at times actions may seem bizarre even 
demonic. Get clarification before you judge them.  

 
6. Protect people – catch them if they are about to fall, cover immodest areas. 

 
7. If necessary remove them from being at the centre of focus. If individuals are 

causing a disturbance that is distracting the flow of the meeting, they may need to 
be helped to the side or the back of the meeting area so that their actions are not 
influencing the meeting or event. 

 
8. Help them to realise that they can be in control – with some help. In 1 Corinthians 

14:32, Paul talks about how the prophets were in control, they could stop 
prophesying and let others minister. If the prophets who would strongly sense the 
anointing of God could stop what they were doing to allow others to participate, 
then others could control how they are affected by the Spirit of God. The individuals 
may need some encouraging so that they focus on the right things to help them 
control the manifestations of the Spirit.  

 
As we shepherd people in their walk with the Holy Spirit, we need to expect the breath of 
God’s Spirit upon individuals. The Spirit of God touching individuals in ways relevant to 
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each person should be cherished. Though we might not understand how the Spirit of God 
is moving, we should never disdain or despise the way that He is impacting individuals. It is 
God’s Spirit flowing into and through people which brings the living water of God into 
people’s situations.  
 
(John 7:37-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:18-22; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 5:18-20) 
 


