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LIVING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, and sensitivity to the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

ICEBREAKER 

Choose ONE of the following questions: 

1. What characteristics do you admire in a person?  

 

2. Everyone is good at something. Some are good at welcoming strangers, being friendly, 
loving children, serving others, organizing, singing, playing video games, etc. What 
positive qualities do people see in you? 

 

VIDEO 

A. The Holy Spirit is a PERSON 

 

B. The Holy Spirit is the POWER BROKER of the Trinity 

 

C. The Holy Spirit LIVES IN US 

 

D. The Holy Spirit CHANGES US from the inside out 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON 

3. The Holy Spirit is a personal being with personal characteristics1 – He is not an “it” 
or a “force.”2 In each of the following, what personal characteristic (ex. emotions, 
intelligence, will, etc.) is displayed by the Holy Spirit?  

 1 Corinthians 2:10–11 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:11  

 

 Romans 8:26–27  

 

 Ephesians 4:30  

 

 Romans 1:4 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE POWER BROKER3 OF THE TRINITY 

The Holy Spirit works in each of us:  

 Before becoming a Christian (John 16:7–10; Acts 9:5; Revelation 22:17) 
 At the point of becoming a Christian (John 3:3–6; Titus 3:5) 
 After becoming a Christian (Romans 8:9; Galatians 4:3–6) 

                                                            
1 PERSONALITY: the combination of characteristics or qualities that form an individual's distinctive character. Synonyms for 
personality include: character, nature, disposition, temperament, makeup, and persona. 
2 A force, like the force of gravity or magnetic force, does not have a mind, will or emotion.  
3 A Power Broker is a person with power and influence, especially one who operates behind the scenes, the one who 
acts/functions. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. As such, He is personal and also fully 
God, co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father and God the Son. He is different 
from other spirits in that He speaks truth and will not contradict the words of Jesus or 
Scripture. 



50 Days in the Spirit: The church ignited 

6 

4. Describe how the Holy Spirit worked in your life in one of the above stages.  

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT LIVES IN US 

As Christians, we can be sure that the Holy Spirit lives within us; we are the temple of the 
Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 6:19–20 and Romans 8:9–11) 

5. How might a constant awareness of this reality affect your life? 

 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT CHANGES US FROM THE INSIDE OUT 

The Holy Spirit helps us to be more like Jesus by helping us overcome the evil disposition 
that is in us and the evil that is around us. (John 16:8; 2 Corinthians 3:17–18)  

6. Change comes as we partner with the Holy Spirit. What practical things can people 
do to seek out and apply the power of the Holy Spirit so that we can change? 
What steps have you personally found to be helpful? 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“The Spirit makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his 
glorious image.”  

2 Corinthians 3:18b, NLT 

As a Christian, the Holy Spirit is in a close and personal relationship with our spirit, 
and we have a “sense” that God is close to us. The Holy Spirit comforts, teaches, and 
confirms that we are God’s children.  

(John 14: 26; 1 Corinthians 2:13; Romans 8:16; Galatians 4:6) 
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ACTIVATION 

We are anticipating that the Holy Spirit will touch people’s hearts with His love, comfort, 
encouragement, healing and affirmation. In groups of two or three, take time to pray for 
each person, that through this week the Holy Spirit would reveal Himself to them in this way.  

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

If God were to examine you, what would God want to change in your life? John 16:8, 13 

 

 

 

Have you ever tried to change yourself but couldn’t? What steps or principles from 
this lesson might encourage or help you? 

 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

Below are scriptures which provide perspectives of how the Holy Spirit and God work in us. 
Within these scriptures are truths and insights which will help bring change in our lives: 

 Hebrews 10:25 

 1 John 1:9 

 James 1:5 

 James 4:7–10 

 1 Corinthians 10:12–13  

 1 John 1:7 
 
“The Nature of the Holy Spirit” 

It is important to realize that the Holy Spirit is a unique and distinct person of the Godhead. 
He is not just some form of influence or power which one can attain or get hold of and then 
use. The Holy Spirit is a divine part of the Godhead; and as such, we should think about how 
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the Holy Spirit can get hold of us and how He can use us. This type of response brings 
humility instead of self-exaltation. As we recognize that we indeed have a person of the 
Godhead indwelling us and not just a power or an influence, this should lead us to desire to 
"commune” with the Holy Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 13:14 encourages us with the blessing that the "fellowship [communion, 
sharing together, and participation] of the Holy Spirit be with you all." 
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HEARING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, and sensitivity to the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Last week we talked about how the Holy Spirit works within us. Are there any 
stories/testimonies that have come from the previous week? 

ICEBREAKER 

1. It has been said that about 93% of human communication is non-verbal.4 What is one 
non-verbal communication that you often observe? 

 

2. Romans 8:16 (NIV) says: “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.” In what ways has the Holy Spirit confirmed that you are a Christian? 

 

 

VIDEO 

The Holy Spirit Speaks clearly  &     . 

What is the problem?    We are not really     . 

Ways God speaks to us: 

A. Through His Word (the Bible) 

 

B. By the Holy Spirit 

 The Holy Spirit CAN speak to, WILL speak to,   __________     ______  of us! 

                                                            
4 Dr. Albert Mehrabian, Silent Messages: Implicit Communication of Emotions and Attitudes. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1981. 
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How does He speak? 

1) THE           VOICE 

 

2) THE        VOICE 

 

3) DREAMS & VISIONS / SPIRITUAL DREAMS 

 

re: spiritual dreams  

You will almost always    what the meaning is. 

 

HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS 

The Holy Spirit communicates in a variety of ways. In communicating, the Holy Spirit may 
prompt, lead or cause a person to know certain information or act in a certain way, or to 
hear, sense, feel or perceive His thoughts for that situation. There may be visions or dreams. 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit communicates through a sermon, His written Word, prophecy, or 
through other people.  

 

3. Describe a time when you had any of the following experiences. If possible, 
describe how you knew it was from God. 

 A scripture verse “jumped out” and seemed relevant to your situation. 
 You felt something that you were doing was wrong. 
 You sensed that God was really close to you. 
 You heard a sermon that spoke into your situation. 
 You encountered the “still small voice” of God. 

 

 

The Holy Spirit has inspired all of Scripture. When He speaks to us now, it has to line 
up with what He has already said in the Bible. (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21) 
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People often feel like they cannot sense the Holy Spirit. The fact that a person has become a 
Christian or has had any of the above experiences indicates that they have sensed the Holy 
Spirit. 

Who does the Holy Spirit speak to? The Spirit speaks to EVERYONE!  

 Christians – 2 Corinthians 13:14; John 14:26 
 Non-Christians – John 16:8 
 Individuals – Hebrews 3:7; Acts 8:29 
 Groups – Revelation 3:22, Acts 13:2 
 When I’ve done right – Romans 8:16 
 When I’ve done wrong – John 16:8 
 Young or old; slave or free; male or female – Joel 2:28–29. 

ACTIVATION 

1. LISTENING TO SCRIPTURE – Psalm 23 or Psalm 139 

As your Leader reads aloud, close your eyes and listen. Where can you picture yourself 
in one of the scenes being described?  

 

The Leader will now read the same passage a second time. Is there something the Holy 
Spirit is specifically saying to you? 

 

2.  LISTENING PRAYER 

As a group, we are going to see what the Holy Spirit will say to us through an exercise 
called “listening prayer.” The Leader will facilitate this activity.  

a) If you could meet Jesus, where would it be? (safe/comfortable) 
b) Don’t rush, describe it. 
c) Start describing and then begin to imagine, see it in your mind’s eye.  
d) Ask Jesus, “Is there something You would like to say?” 
e) Ask Jesus for a word, picture, Scripture or thought 
f) If you are unclear, ask Jesus. (e.g. “What does that mean?” “Why did I see that?”) 
g) (Optional) Is there an exchange or a gift He would like to give to you? 
h) Affirm in prayer. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“And it shall come to pass afterward 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, 
Your young men shall see visions.”  

Joel 2:28, NKJV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Sometimes people can’t sense the voice/prompting/leading of the Holy Spirit because of 
unbelief, busyness, lack of experience, fear, not taking time, distractions, not reading the 
Word of God, etc.  

What keeps you from hearing or sensing more of the “voice” of the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

What do you need to do differently to overcome this obstacle?  

 

 

Sometimes God will speak in a way that is different than we expect. Read 1 Kings 19:11–13 
for one example. 

  



Lesson 2: hearing in the spirit 

13 

ARTICLE FOR FURTHER STUDY 

DREAMS AND VISIONS 
The main difference between dreams and visions is that dreams come when you are asleep 
and visions occur when you are awake. 

DREAMS 

It is important that we put dreams and their relevance in the correct perspective, as they can 
come from a variety of sources and it is only when we know the true sources that we can 
properly respond to the dreams and their context.  

There are two types of dreams: natural dreams and spiritual dreams. 

1. Natural Dreams 

Within the realm of natural dreams there are two types: 

a) Those which seem to reflect inner wishes, desires, apprehensions, or fears. This 
type of dream gives expression to the inner emotions or feelings within us. 
Jeremiah 29:8, “Nor listen to the dreams which you cause to be dreamed.” It can 
here be seen that that we dream out of our own ambitions and desires. We cause 
the dreams to be dreamed. 

b) Those that ventilate thoughts, anxiety and stresses we have experienced during 
the waking hours. Ecclesiastes 5:3, “For a dream comes through much activity.” 

2. Spiritual Dreams  

These are specific, distinct in nature and different in origin from the natural dreams. When 
a person has a spiritual dream they automatically know that it is from God and believers 
always know what the dream means.  

HOW WE KNOW THAT OUR DREAMS ARE FROM GOD 

The messages that God gives through spiritual dreams are always very clear and specific 
about what is to be done or about situations before people; the message is not vague or 
cloudy. Every time God gave dreams to people of faith in the New Testament or the Old 
Testament, they had a clear understanding of what it meant and how it related to the 
surrounding circumstances: they didn’t need an interpreter. In the Scriptures only the 
unbelievers needed the spiritual dreams to be interpreted.  
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God uses spiritual dreams to get our attention when we would not otherwise listen or 
consider the message to be from God.  

“For God may speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it. In a 
dream, in a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, While slumbering on 
their beds, Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction. In order to turn 
man from his deed, And conceal pride from man . . .” (Job 33:14–17, emphasis added) 

JUDGING REVELATION FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND PROPHECY 

All words that we sense God speaking to us, especially directive words, need to be judged. 
The more that the direction from God affects the lives of individuals, the more evaluation or 
judging needs to be done.  

Individual Free Will – Prophecy or directive words should never remove an individual’s free 
choice, whereby they feel that they are forced to “have to” obey God even though they don’t 
want to.  

Prophecy consists of three aspects:  

 Revelation – that which God has shown 

 Interpretation – the meaning of that which has been shown 

 Application – How do you walk out that which God has spoken? It is important that 
church leaders process prophetic words with individuals so that they apply the 
words properly and don’t run astray with their own interpretation and application of 
the word.  

Be careful not to be the person who does all three aspects of giving the revelation, 
interpreting and sharing the application in the same situation. People who have had 
prophetic words given to them must work with others to help properly apply these words. 

We must realize that we know in part and prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9, NKJV). 
People could be wrong. 

People sense God and prophesy to the best of their ability and anointing, just as one would 
preach or teach to the best of their ability. This doesn’t mean that one who preaches is always 
perfect in what is said or done. So also, when one prophesies, it may not be completely 
perfect.  

The things sensed from God or prophetic words are to be judged. Judging is done using these 
principles (1 Corinthians 14:29): 

 Does it line up with the Word of God? – Hebrews 4:12, 1 Timothy 6:3–4 
 Is it accompanied by the witness of the Spirit? – 1 John 2:27, 1 Corinthians 2:15–16 
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 Is there peace in your heart and peace in the hearts of those to whom you are 
accountable? – Colossians 3:15 

 Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over the 
meeting? Does leadership sense the same thing? (Galatians 2:1–2) In the case of a 
personal prophetic word (i.e. that which is given to a specific person), the prophetic 
word should also be judged by the specific leadership which is over the individual. 
God is powerful enough to speak and also to confirm His heart and intents through 
others. 

In judging what is sensed by the Spirit and prophetic words the leadership considers issues 
such as:  

 Its fruit (Matthew 7:15–20)—does it edify, build up or bring life? (1 Corinthians 14:3) 

 Is it clear or is it confusing? Is there peace with the words that were given?  
(1 Corinthians 14:6–7, 33)  

 Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit?  
(Galatians 5:16–26)  

 Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or the present? If it contains 
predictions, promises, etc., do these come to pass? (Deuteronomy 18:21–22) 
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PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and acceptance of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit and in my use of 
personal prayer language. 

Last week we talked about hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit. Are there any 
stories/testimonies or questions that have come from the previous weeks? 

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you could speak any language, which one would it be and why? Is speaking or 
knowing this language for yourself or to benefit others?  

 

VIDEO 

JESUS TOLD US ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 We can have the same experience with God that the disciples had 2000 years 
ago because we have the presence of the Holy Spirit today. 

 Acts 1:5 

THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 It is a SEPA         RATE and SUBSE       QUENT experience to salvation. 

How would I know if I was baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

 You will have the AB           ILITY to speak with other tongues. 

 God will give you a language that … 

o you do not UNDE            RSTAND 

o you did not L        EARN 

o you have the ability to SPE        AK 
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Why would I want this? 

1. It allows us to pray more EFFECT                 IVELY. (Romans 8: 26)  

 We actually are praying specifically the  WIL      L      O  F    GO     D 

2. It allows us to CONN             ECT with the Holy Spirit. 

3. It EDII          ES us.   (edify = to charge up, to build up, to STRENGTHEN) 

How do I receive this?  

 Pray, believe by faith that you’ve received, then speak. 

 You will never speak in tongues if you don’t S          PEAK . 

 Breathe across your larynx, move your lips, move your tongue 

“I wish you AL       L spoke with tongues…” 1 Corinthians 14:5 

 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

There are two types of baptisms mentioned in Acts 1:5—water baptism and the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit.5 In water baptism we publicly embrace Christ and identify with the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3–4). 

2. What is your understanding of the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  

 

 

3. In the following Scripture passages, what are the benefits or results of the 
baptism (filling) of the Holy Spirit?  

 Luke 4:1–13 

 

                                                            
5 Or being filled with/in/of the Holy Spirit. 



50 Days in the Spirit: The church ignited 

18 

 Acts 1:8  

 

 Luke 4:18–19  

 

 Acts 10:38  

 

 1 Corinthians 2:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:5  

 

 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–11  

 

 John 7:37–39  

 

 Acts 19:2, 6  

 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

 

Speaking in tongues is the supernatural ability to communicate in a language(s) that is not 
known or familiar to the one speaking. It may involve the language of men or of angels  
(1 Corinthians 13:1). 

Synonyms: speaking in tongues, personal prayer language, heavenly language, 
spiritual language, praying in tongues, praying in the Spirit, singing in the Spirit, 
worshipping in tongues, etc. 

The gift of tongues does not make us more spiritual than others, but it is another tool in our 
“prayer tool box.”  

NOTE: this lesson focuses on the topic of speaking in tongues in private/personal context 
(i.e. as a personal prayer language). The ministry gift of the Spirit also called the “gift of 
tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:10) will be discussed later in Lesson 5. 
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God provides the opportunity to speak in tongues to all who are baptized with the Holy Spirit.  
(1 Corinthians 14:5; Acts 2:3; Acts 2:38b–39; Acts 10:45–46; Acts 19:6)  

4. Have you ever heard someone speak in tongues? What were your thoughts about 
that? 

 

 

5. Does anyone here speak or pray in tongues? What are the benefits of speaking or 
praying in tongues for you? 

 

 

6. According to the following verses, what is the benefit of speaking in tongues? 

 1 Corinthians 14:4 

 

 Romans 8:26–27 

 

 Jude 20 

 

 Ephesians 6:18 

 

 Mark 16:17 

 

 1 Corinthians 14:22 

 

In 1 Corinthians 14:15–17 Paul uses the phrase “you indeed give thanks well” in reference to 
speaking or singing in tongues. We do not want to miss this encouragement along with his 
guidelines for when to do so privately or publicly (ref. Lesson 5 for more re: public use). 
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7. What are some obstacles that people have to speaking or praying in tongues and 
how could they be overcome? 

 

 

HOW TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

Realize that God commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:17–18) 

a) Ask for it – Luke 11:13, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him!” 

b) Expect to receive it - Believe God that He will give His Holy Spirit to us in 
accordance with His Word. We receive the Holy Spirit not by our own works, but 
by believing what we have read and heard from His Word. People tend to lean on 
sense and emotions; therefore, if one does not have a sense of “righteousness” or 
“feeling worthy,” one closes oneself off from the blessings of God.  

o Galatians 3:2, “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” 

o Galatians 3:14, “That the blessing of Abraham might come upon the 
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.” 

c) We must be willing to submit ourselves to the will of God. In Acts 2:37–38, the 
people were pricked in their hearts and were willing to ask, "What shall we do?" 
Peter told them to repent and be baptized and then they would receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Blatant sin, if not dealt with, may hinder our receiving the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:18–23) 

d) In faith step out and use it – In faith, we need to step out and begin using and 
exercising that which God has given us. Faith is the condition upon which one 
receives from God. (Hebrews 11:6, James 1:6–8) 

o This is as simple as opening your mouth and beginning to speak, even if 
it’s only one syllable. 
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ACTIVATION 

As a group, take time to pray for each individual who may not have been baptized in the Holy 
Spirit or have not yet received their spiritual language. For those who have received the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit and their prayer language, pray that they may use it more often. 

Then as a group, together pray and/or worship in tongues. This is prayer that is focused 
toward God; it is not directed to individuals, so it does not need to be interpreted. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself . . .” 

1 Corinthians 14:4a, NKJV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

If you have already received your prayer language or several words, keep trying to 
use that language more than you have before. 

If you have not received your prayer language, continue to expect that, having asked 
for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will be released to speak in it. In your prayer 
time, thank God for the Holy Spirit that has been given to you and take extra time to 
praise and worship Him. 
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WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity, and in the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit.  

Last week we talked about the baptism of the Holy Spirit and our spiritual prayer language. 
Are there any stories/testimonies or questions from the previous weeks? 

ICEBREAKER 

Choose ONE of the following questions: 

1. If you could be a piece of fruit (literal fruit), what would you be and why? 

 

2.  Assign a piece of fruit to each of the Fruits of the Spirit and briefly explain why. 

 

 

VIDEO 

Galatians 5:16  “Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

Jesus said – “You shall know them by their F         RUIT…”  (see Matthew 7:15-23) 

 If there is no fruit of the Holy Spirit evident in someone’s life, then it becomes 
evident that person really actually isn’t a Christian. 

Paul said – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels … but do not have  

LO        VE, I am nothing…” (see 1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
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 We want to begin to take on the image and the likeness of Christ—that’s what the 
Holy Spirit does. 

HOW DO WE WALK IN THE SPIRIT? 

1. Step on the Brake 

 Stop going the WRO               NG direction. 

 We make the decision and then we see the power of the Holy Spirit kick in to 
allow us to stop heading in a harmful direction. 

2. Set Our Minds on Spiritual Things 

 “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
Romans 8:6  

 What you think on, you ultimately PUR  SUE. 

 If you think on spiritual things, you will begin to WA     LK   TOW       ARD spiritual 

things. 

3. Start Listening to the Holy Spirit 

 When you’re going the wrong direction, the Holy Spirit will T   ELL   YO   U. 

 We need to listen, O BEY and pursue. 

 We will begin to take on the CHARA          CTER of the Holy Spirit. [“fruit”] 

THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

3. Read through Galatians 5:16–25. What stands out to you or seems relevant to you 
when you read this passage?  

 

 

4. Each of the “works of the flesh” can be overcome by a “fruit of the Spirit.” For example, 
sexual immorality could be overcome by patience, true love, faithfulness, self-control 
and/or possibly other fruit. In the table on the next page, pick one of the works/acts 
of the flesh (verses 19–21) and then assign one or more fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(verses 22–23) that would help overcome this. Explain how.  
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Some of the ways that we can grow in the fruit of the Spirit include:  

 Seeking wise counsel 
 Praying 
 Fasting 
 Repenting and choosing to submit to God’s way 
 Worshipping and praising 
 Fellowshipping with God’s people 

5. Growth in the fruit of the Holy Spirit usually happens in the face of obstacles and 
challenges. Look through the following scriptures and describe what obstacles 
were faced, which fruit of the Spirit was present, and if applicable, what the 
outcomes were. 

a) Acts 9:36–39             

 

b) Acts 16:25–33            

 

c) 1 Thessalonians 1:6–7           

 

d) Acts 12:6             

 

ACTS OF THE FLESH FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT HOW 
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e) Revelation 3:7a, 10            

 

f) Philippians 4:18            

 

g) Acts 11:28–29            

 

h) Colossians 4:12            

 

i) 1 Thessalonians 2:6–8:          

 

j) Acts 7:54–8:1a            

 

6. Galatians 5:25 says, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” (NIV). 
What does “keeping in step with the Spirit” look like to you? How do you become 
better in this area? 

 

 

There are various different phrases used to describe the way that the Holy Spirit leads or 
directs His people; for example:  

 prompting, leading, sensing, nudging, witness, peace of the Holy Spirit, hearing the Spirit, 
having a “check” or uneasiness in your spirit, guidance of the Spirit. 

7. Describe a time when you were prompted to not say or not do something but you 
went ahead anyway and the consequences were negative. What did you learn 
from the experience?  
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It is important to take note that these are ways that the Holy Spirit speaks to us. As we listen 
and obey these promptings we learn to sense the Holy Spirit more clearly. These apparent 
failures could be good learning experiences.  

ACTIVATION 

3. LISTENING PRAYER  

In the activation in Lesson Two, we did the “Listening Prayer Activity.” Take a moment as a 
group while each individual pictures themselves with Jesus.  

a) Ask Jesus to show you which fruit you need to work on the most.  

 

b) Then ask Him what specific steps you need to take to achieve this. 

 

c) If you feel comfortable sharing with the group, describe briefly the situation, the 
fruit and the steps you will be taking. 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22–23, NKJV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Fruit is more obvious in its true form in the face of challenge or adversity (e.g. Matthew 5:46–
47.) When going through a difficulty, take a moment to ask yourself, “What fruit do I need to 
exhibit at this time?” 

Which fruit of the Spirit do you need to work on at this time? Take some time to ask 
God to help you to walk in that fruit. 
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THE  UTTERANCE   
(SPOKEN)  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, 
desire, obedience, sensitivity and use of 
the gifts of Prophecy, Tongues, and 
Interpretation of Tongues. 

Last week we talked about the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Are there any stories/testimonies 
or questions that have come from the previous weeks’ lessons?  

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you could know the future, what would you want to know and why?  

 

2. Is what you want to know (above) for yourself or to benefit others? 

 

VIDEO 

Paul – “Earnestly desire the best gifts…”   (1 Corinthians 12:31) 

 God WAN      TS you to have these gifts! 

Three sets of gifts listed in Scripture: 

 Gifts of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11) 

 Gifts of the Father (Romans 12:6-8)  

 Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8-10) 
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Group 1 – UTTERANCE GIFTS  

1. Prophecy  

 giving a MES    S       AGE to God’s people that G       OD wants to speak to them. 

 You D       ON’T have to predict the future. 

 According to the New Testament, prophecy needs to do three things:  
COMF              ORT, ED               IFY and EX        H    ORT.  

 Anything that is prophecy (God speaking to His people) will H       A VE  T   O  line 

up with His Word. A  LL prophecy should be judged by the Word of God. 

 Paul – “You can all prophesy…” (1 Corinthians 14:31). This is something that  

E     VERY Christian should be ABL      E to and should desire to do.  

2. Tongues & Interpretation 

 Same as prophesying, but doing it with a different methodology 

 “SPE       AKING in tongues” is different than “PRA         YING in tongues.”  

 When we’re speaking to other HUMA      NS with this gift, then the Bible tells us  

it must be INT   ERPRETED. 

 Interpretation is EXPLAI          NING to people what was said in that particular 

language. 

 The end result is the same—God speaking THRO   UGH you to His people. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4–10 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” 
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GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1 Corinthians 12:4–6 talks about 3 sets of gifts: gifts of the Spirit (v. 4, 7–11), gifts of the 
Lord (v. 5 and Ephesians 4:11) and gifts of the Father (v. 6, Romans 12:6–8). 

 

There are nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to 1 Corinthians 12:7–11. They can be 
divided into three main groups:  

 Utterance Gifts: Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues; 

 Revelation Gifts: Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Discerning of Spirits; 

 Power Gifts: Faith, Gifts of Healing, Working of Miracles. 

This lesson focuses on the Utterance Gifts. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:3–5  

But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He 
who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I 
wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who 
prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, 
that the church may receive edification.” 
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DEFINITION OF TONGUES 

There is a difference between a prayer language and a message in tongues. 

 Prayer language is inward, personal and edifies one’s own spirit. It can be used in 
prayer or worship.  

 Message in Tongues is outward, directed to others, and requires an interpretation. 

As a review from Lesson 3, speaking in tongues… 

a) facilitates speaking to God (1 Corinthians 14:2). 
b) edifies or builds us up (1 Corinthians 14:4). 
c) helps us praise or glorify God (Acts 2:11).  
d) is a spiritual weapon (Ephesians 6:18). 
e) is a sign of being a believer (Mark 16:17). 
f) helps us pray when we don’t know how to (Romans 8:26). 
g) builds our faith (Jude 20). 
h) is available to all Christians, not just to those in the days of the New Testament  

(Acts 2:38–39). 
i) should not be forbidden (1 Corinthians 14:39). 
j) is an effective way of praying, singing, blessing or giving thanks (1 Corinthians  

14:15–17). 
k) is desired for all (1 Corinthians 14:5). 
l) is directed by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). 

3. Which of the above characteristics or benefits stands out to you and why? 

 

 

Acts 2:1–4 

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them 
divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.” 
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All the gifts of the Holy Spirit require faith to step out and activate as the Holy Spirit is 
prompting or leading. It is in this stepping out in faith that God rewards the receiver and the 
doer. “For without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). 

DEFINITON OF PROPHECY 

Prophecy is a message from God through an individual to other individual(s). Because 
prophecy comes through people, it may not be free from human error and so needs to be 
judged or evaluated. Its purpose is to edify, encourage, convict, guide, console and comfort. 

Prophetic words can occur in a variety of different forms. They do not always come in a 
church service or prayer meeting. They may be received or shared when praying with or for 
someone, when talking to them in a normal conversation, or any other time. These words 
do not need to be delivered in the form of someone saying, “Thus Saith the Lord. . .” but 
could be more easily shared in the form of: 

 “I saw a picture when we prayed; it looked like . . .”  
 “A scripture verse came to mind as we prayed. It says . . .”  
 “Yesterday I was thinking about you and the thought came to mind that . . .”  
 “A word of encouragement came to me that I thought I should share with you . . .”  

Concerning prophecy, the Scriptures tell us that: 

 God wants to speak to all believers (John 10:27). 
 We should all desire to prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1, 5, 39). 
 Everyone has the capacity to prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:31). 
 It edifies, exhorts and comforts the believers (1 Corinthians 14:3–4). 
 It helps us to effectively fight good spiritual battles (1 Timothy 1:18). 
 It helps to confirm what God is doing in the person’s life (Acts 21:11; 9:15–16; 15:32, 41). 
 Through mature prophetic people, prophecy may also impart spiritual gifts or 

healing, may correct or may give direction for lives and ministries. 

4. Have you had a prophetic word given to you? What was the effect? 

 

 

5. Have you sensed that God conveyed His heart or thoughts through you to 
another person? What made you believe it was from God?  
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ACTIVATION  

1. PROPHECY 

a) Take a moment to think of one of the attributes of God. What attribute of God 
comes to mind? 

b) If God wanted to talk to you about something, what would He say? 

c) Ask God if there is something He wants you to share with another person in your 
group.  

d) After several people have shared, take time to process together. 

PROCESS: What were the results? Discuss the results in the group. 

2. TONGUES/INTERPRETATION 

Try this in your group or in smaller groups of 4-5. Your group’s Leader will give step-by-step 
instruction on HOW to do this activity.) 

 Take some time as a group for all to pray in tongues together. All focus on God, all 
talk to God, therefore no interpretation is necessary. If a person does not have their 
personal prayer language, they may pray in their normal language.  

 Then take some time to wait on God, expecting that the Holy Spirit will send the 
group a message in tongues through someone in the group. (This message in 
tongues may be in the person’s personal prayer language or it may come in a totally 
different unknown language to the person speaking.) 

HOW TO JUDGE PROPHECY 

1. Hold on to the good and relevant parts and gently set aside those parts that don’t 
immediately seem relevant or clear (ex. If one part doesn’t make sense, it doesn’t 
mean we dismiss everything). (1 Corinthians 13:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21) 

2. Does it line up with the Word of God? (Hebrews 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:3–4) 
3. Is there a witness of the Spirit? (1 John 2:27) 
4. Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over 

the meeting, considering the following: 
a. Will the outcome of what was said bring the fruit of the Spirit? 
b. Does it edify, build up or bring life? 
c. Is it clear or is it confusing? 
d. Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit? 
e. Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or present? If it 

contains predictions, promises, etc. do these come to pass? 
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 If you feel prompted, step out, speaking in tongues, trusting that the Holy Spirit is 
leading you. (Your group is a safe environment, where everyone understands that 
we are learning together.) 

 After one person has spoken out in a message in tongues, then the others in the 
group will seek God for a simple interpretation. These others should speak out what 
they feel the Holy Spirit was saying. 

 Talk together about whether what was shared through the tongues/interpretation 
process seemed to be relevant and seemed to bless, encourage or edify anyone in 
your group. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort 
to men.” 

1 Corinthians 14:3, NKJV  

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a scripture verse or a word of encouragement, 
comfort or hope that you can give to someone this week.  

 

Then ask the Holy Spirit to direct you to which person this is for and then share it 
with them.  
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THE  REVELATION  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and use of the gifts of 
the Word of Wisdom, the Word of 
Knowledge and the Discerning of Spirits. 

Last week we talked about the utterance gifts. Are there any stories/testimonies or 
questions that have come from previous weeks’ lessons?  

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you knew all the facts and information about a person’s life, like God does, 
what would you do with the information?  

 

 

2. What problems could too much knowledge present?  

 

 

VIDEO 

 The Holy Spirit REVE     ALS something to us that we couldn’t O               THERWISE 

know in a natural way. 

1. WORD OF KNO               WLEDGE 

a. God gives you a “word” (SIN         GLE bit of information) that you wouldn’t 

possibly know. Something CU          RRENT, already going on. 
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b. John 4 – the woman at the well 

 Holy Spirit revealed to Jesus a very SPE      CIFIC bit of information about this 

woman’s life – everything in that situation C     HANGED and ultimately 

caused a dramatic revival in her city. 

2. WORD OF WISD              OM 

a. Knowledge is KNO     WING something, but wisdom is knowing W        HA  T  

to D         with something. 

b. Word of Wisdom = insight for what to do in a PARTICULAR situation. 

c. Acts 27 – Paul as a prisoner on a ship 

 “If this is what we do, we’re going to get through this situation.” 

3. DISCER                  NING OF SPIRITS 

a. Holy Spirit reveals what is BE        HIND a situation; whether it’s of P           URE or  

IMP           URE motive or something AN        G_ELIC or something DEMO   _    NIC 

at work. 

b. Acts 16 – a woman following Paul 

 What she was saying SE   E   ED  GO O D, but by gift of Discerning of Spirits, 

Paul understood she had a spirit of divination.  

c. Inverse can also be true (i.e. when situation DO       ESN’T look right, but Holy 

Spirit reveals that the motives behind it are pure or godly.) 

What is the difference between the Utterance Gifts and the Revelation Gifts? 

 Utterance Gifts NE      ED to be SP        OKEN; Revelation Gifts don’t always need  

to be spoken. 
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WORD OF WISDOM and WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 

 

The Word of Wisdom – divine wisdom from the Spirit of God in order to address a particular 
problem or need. It represents God’s divine perspective on the situation at hand. This gift 
cannot be gained through study and experience, yet neither is it a substitute for study and 
experience. If a person has received a word of wisdom from God, it is just wisdom for one 
specific situation or instance.6 

The Word of Knowledge – divine knowledge from the Spirit of God about unknown details 
of past, present, or future situations. It is different from knowledge that comes through 
natural ability, observation, study or experience. This may include knowledge of the thoughts 
of men’s hearts or facts of the past, present or future. It can reveal where people are at and 
expose hypocrisy.7 

 Words of knowledge are about facts and information; wisdom is what to do with the 
facts and information. 

 Often words of wisdom are given along with words of knowledge. Facts are revealed 
and then the Holy Spirit gives wisdom on how to respond to the situation. However, 
there are times when words of knowledge are not given with words of wisdom 
following. This is to show the person that God knows the past, present and future of 
their life and that they can trust Him. 

 Sometimes people have been in situations where they inwardly said or felt, “I knew 
that would happen.” Yet if asked beforehand, they would not have been able to 
know that. This could be an example of a word of knowledge. Sometimes words of 
knowledge are just to show us that God’s Spirit is connecting with our spirit. This can 
encourage us. 

                                                            
6 As with the other gifts of the Spirit, these gifts need to be judged or evaluated to see if they are from God. 
7 Ibid. 

1 Corinthians 12:4–10 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” 
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 In your personal devotions God may draw your attention to a scripture verse that 
later on will be instrumental in helping another person or yourself. This could be a 
word of wisdom as well. 

 Parents often just “know” things about what has happened with their child. This 
could be a word of knowledge. 

3. Using the scriptures below, determine what portions are words of knowledge 
and/or words of wisdom, and share the impact that the word of knowledge/word 
of wisdom had. 

Verses 
Word of 
Knowledge 

Word of 
Wisdom 

The Impact on the Situation 

Luke 5:22–26    

Luke 6:8–11    

Acts 9:10–18    

Acts 6:10    

Acts 10:28;  
34–35; 44–45    

Acts 15:28–29    

 

4. Have you ever received a word of knowledge through another person? How did 
you respond and why do you think you were given it?  
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5. Have you ever received a word of wisdom through another person? How did you 
respond and how did it work out?  

 

 

Use Discretion – there are times when prophecy/word of knowledge/word of wisdom are 
not given to be shared—some things are given only to be prayed for. When God gives gifts it 
is for the edification of all. 

DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 

Discerning of Spirits – distinguishes the source of a motive, word, or action, whether it be 
heavenly (from God), human (from the person’s own spirit), or demonic (involving an evil 
spirit).8  

 All believers have the ability to distinguish between good and evil, right from wrong, 
for the purpose of guiding us individually in the way of truth and from the way of 
evil.  

 This gift refers to the guidance of the Spirit in an even greater measure than the 
point mentioned above. This is necessary for sovereign protection of God’s people.  

 When used, the gift always shows what decisive action must be taken. Such action 
might include praying, casting out the spirit, receiving or rejecting teaching, being 
cautious with a person or encouraging a person, etc.  

 This gift functions without relying on natural evidence or natural knowledge. 

 The discerning of Spirits should not be confused with a person being critical or 
suspicious. A suspicious person is not trusting, guarding themselves rather than 
being teachable and open to others. A suspicious person may react from feelings or 
emotions or because of past negative experiences. 

Below are examples of discerning of spirits: 

 John 1:47 – Jesus discerns the purity of Nathanael’s heart. 

 Acts 8:23 – Peter perceives the evil heart nature of Simon. 

 Acts 16:16–18 – Paul perceives the demonic spirit in the girl even though on the 
surface she spoke positively. 

                                                            
8 See “How to Judge the Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom and Discerning of Spirits” at the end of this lesson. 
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6. Briefly share if you have had a somewhat similar experience to any of the above 
and how it protected or directed you and others.  

 

ACTIVATION 

1. WORD OF WISDOM / WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 

a) As a group, take a few moments and ask God for a word of wisdom, knowledge or 
prophecy for another person in the group.  

b)  If appropriate in the group context, share that word with the person.  

c) Get feedback from that person and the group. 

d) Debrief as to whether what was shared was a prophetic word (exhortative, 
encouraging, comforting), a word of wisdom or a word of knowledge. (Most will 
fall into the first category.) 

e) Repeat the process as time permits. 

Remember that not everything that is revealed to us should be shared; some things 
are to be prayed for. When God gives gifts it is for the edification of all. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.” 

1 Corinthians 12:7, NKJV 
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HOW TO JUDGE THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE, WORD OF WISDOM  
AND DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 

1. Hold on to the good and relevant parts and gently set aside those parts that don’t 
immediately seem relevant or clear (ex. If one part doesn’t make sense, it doesn’t 
mean we dismiss everything). (1 Corinthians 13:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21) 

2. Does it line up with the Word of God? (Hebrews 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:3–4) 
3. Is there a witness of the Spirit? (1 John 2:27) 
4. Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over 

the meeting, considering the following: 
a. Will the outcome of what was said bring the fruit of the Spirit? 
b. Does it edify, build up or bring life? 
c. Is it clear or is it confusing? 
d. Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit? 
e. Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or present? If it 

contains predictions, promises, etc. do these come to pass? 
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THE  POWER  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and use of the gifts of 
Healing, Miracles and Faith. 

Last week we talked about the revelation gifts. Are there any stories/testimonies or 
questions that have come from previous weeks’ lessons?  

ICEBREAKER  

1. If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? Is your superpower 
for yourself or for the benefit of others?  

 

 

VIDEO 

1. G      IFTS  of  HEAL          INGS 

a. Notice it is written in the plural 

 God using us to distribute gifts of healings to individual persons 

 Jesus did not heal in JU     ST  ON     E way 

b. It is when God heals a person in a way that is SUPERNATU       RAL 

c. God is sending people by His Holy Spirit to “lay hands on the SI     CK and they  

SH       ALL recover.” (Mark 16:18, KJV) 

2. Working of  MIRA               CLES 
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a. A miracle is when God supernaturally TRANSCE        NDS  or  SUPERCE        DES 

nature. 

b. We need to be people that believe that God ST     ILL does miracles TO     DAY. 

3. FAITH    

a. Gift of Faith is when God AD     DS faith to yours. 

 ex. Joshua caused the sun to stand still 
 ex. David & Goliath 

Be bold to A     SK; God will be faithful to AN  SWER. 

DEFINITIONS 

Miracles: Extraordinary events produced by the Holy Spirit working through individual(s), in 
a way that demonstrates divine intervention.  

Gifts of Healings: Supernatural healing produced by the Holy Spirit working through 
individuals.  

Faith (i.e. Great Faith): The ability given by the Holy Spirit to believe God for a seemingly 
impossible situation which is beyond normal faith. It is a step beyond general faith which 
believes God for salvation and general provision. It is different from the fruit of Spirit.  

Great faith does not mean that we always see results. In Hebrews 11:26–40, we see people 
who had faith but did not appear to get results. This faith still pleased God (Hebrews 11:6a). 

2. When thinking of miracles, healings and great faith, what Bible stories come to 
mind?  

a) Miracles:  

 

b) Healings:  

 

c) Great Faith:  
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3. Have you seen or experienced a miracle, divine healing or a great faith? Describe 
the situation and the results. 

a) Miracles:  

 

b) Healings:  

 

c) Great Faith:  

 

4. Why don’t we see more acts of miracles, healings or great faith?  

 

 

 

 
There is difference between presumption and faith. Presumption is expecting God to do 
something for me that He has not expressly said He would do for me. It is taking a Scripture out 
of context without looking at the conditions, the heart and the nature of God. Presumption is 
assuming that God will answer or work the way you want Him to. It is driven by our selfish will and 
our misconception of how God works. It is ultimately based upon us wanting to manipulate God. 
 

5. Can you think of instances where people are more consumed with getting a 
miracle or healing than focusing on the Giver of the gifts? What do you think is 
the problem with this? 

 

 

A miracle will not guarantee that a person will become a believer (Luke 16: 19–31). 
A person becoming a believer is a miracle in itself (Ephesians 2:8–9; John 1:12–13). 
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6. What different things about great faith can we learn from these biblical examples 
of Great Faith?  

 Peter walking on water – Matthew 14:22–29 

 

 The faith of the Centurion –Matthew 8:5–13 

 

 The Phoenician woman – Matthew 15:21–28 

 

 Peter at the temple – Acts 3:1–7, 12, 16 

 

 The woman with the issue of blood – Luke 8:43–48 

 

7. What is the purpose of great faith if we don’t see results? Hebrews 11:4, 6a, 22  

 

 

ACTIVATION 

1. Share a healing/miracle situation that needs healing, a miracle or great faith and have 
others pray for it.  

Often God will give words of knowledge, words of wisdom and words of prophecy that help 
to release gifts of healing miracles and faith.  

2. Take a moment in silence to listen or wait on God. Does anyone have something that we 
believe God is saying to the group or individuals in the group? 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“To others the same Spirit gives faith. To others that one Spirit gives gifts 
of healing. To others he gives the power to do miracles . . .” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:9–10a, NIRV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Through your life and through this series God has been speaking to you. Reflect on the areas 
that you need to grow in or exercise and experience. Take time to pray into these things with 
new confidence and faith. Step out as able. Just do it! 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
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