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ABOUT LEADING THIS STUDY 

Studying God’s Word together is part of the journey toward Christian maturity. As it is in 
any group, we cannot assume that every person is in the same spot on the journey, and so 
we have approached this curriculum with some important values in mind. The heart behind 
this study is to be: 

 Appetizing and Appealing – to create a hunger and thirst for the Holy spirit to work 
within us. 

 Informative – to develop a biblical framework and foundational guidelines for 
effectively responding to the Holy Spirit ministering within us. 

 Practical – learning, sharing, growing together in shared experiences. In this context 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God will challenge us to respond to Him regarding 
things of the past, the present and expectations for the future. We encourage you 
to be open and transparent before the Lord. 

Try to enable everyone in your group to participate in the discussion; this may mean gently 
intervening between over-talkative and quiet individuals. Model listening to the 
perspectives of each person and maintain a level of confidentiality.  Ultimately, it is not 
our job to correct or change people but rather to let the truth of God’s Word and the Holy 
Spirit bring change to each of us. 

In the later part of each lesson there will be opportunities for practising what we are 
discussing. We encourage you to join in and participate in these activities as well, allowing 
yourself to be stretched into new levels of engagement or activity in the kingdom of God. 

There may be points where the Spirit will challenge us to deal with issues. Some of these 
things can be dealt with individually, letting the Holy Spirit work within us. However, there 
are also things that need to be dealt with in the context of our relationships or through 
extra help. In your church’s context this may mean referring an individual for pastoral care 
or for the support of a specialized ministry like Celebrate Recovery, marriage enrichment, 
grief care, etc. 

USING THIS LEADER GUIDE 

Each lesson contains the same text as the 50 Days in the Spirit Study Guide, with the 
addition of notes from the curriculum team in blue italic font. These notes include items 
like tips for guiding your discussions, examples of answers to some of the questions and 
additional detail in the instructions for the Activation activities. 
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We have also included space for you to make quick notes of testimonies that come up each 
week from your group members.  

The last half of this book is a compilation of training material on topics related to a biblical 
understanding of the Holy Spirit. This is all intended as a resource for you for preparing for 
questions that might arise.  

PLANNING YOUR GROUP MEETING TIME 

Each group can customize the order of events leading into the lesson material, but here is 
an example to help you keep the various components in mind:  

 People come in, get something to drink, greet each other and get settled in their 
seats. 

 Opening prayer by the leader or someone the leader would ask to pray. 
 Worship time. 
 Ask for testimonies from the week. 
 Watch the corresponding VIDEO segment. 
 Dive into the Lesson with the Study Guides. 

Feel free to adjust the sequence as suits your group and that particular week’s content.  

What will be important is to keep an eye on the time during the discussion period so that 
you can avoid having to rush through the Activation times before the close of your evening. 
This may even mean that you move into the Activation time before discussing all the 
questions if that is what is needed.  

Be confident that the Holy Spirit will lead you as you minister and experience His working 
in the lives of your group members. We pray together, “Lord, have Your way!” 
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LIVING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, and sensitivity to the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ACTIVATION: Praying for each other 

ICEBREAKER 

Choose ONE of the following questions: 

1. What characteristics do you admire in a person?  

 

2. Everyone is good at something. Some are good at welcoming strangers, being friendly, 
loving children, serving others, organizing, singing, playing video games, etc. What 
positive qualities do people see in you? 

 
(TIP: If you choose #2, you may want to take time ahead of the lesson to think of positive 
qualities in each person. (At the least, each person present must want to know something 
more about God or want fellowship with others: these are positive attributes.) 

VIDEO 

A. The Holy Spirit is a PERSON 

 

B. The Holy Spirit is the POWER BROKER of the Trinity 

 

C. The Holy Spirit LIVES IN US 
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D. The Holy Spirit CHANGES US from the inside out 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON 

3. The Holy Spirit is a personal being with personal characteristics1 – He is not an “it” or a 
“force.”2 In each of the following, what personal characteristic (ex. emotions, 
intelligence, will, etc.) is displayed by the Holy Spirit? 

 1 Corinthians 2:10–11 

 
(Searches all things, reveals all things, possesses knowledge - has intelligence) 

 1 Corinthians 12:11  

 
(Distributes gifts as He wills – has a will) 

 Romans 8:26–27  

 
(Makes intercession for us, is active – has a mind) 

 Ephesians 4:30  

 
(Grieves – has emotion) 

 Romans 1:4 

 
(He is holy)  

                                                            
1 PERSONALITY: the combination of characteristics or qualities that form an individual's distinctive character. Synonyms for 
personality include: character, nature, disposition, temperament, makeup, and persona. 
2 A force—like the force of gravity or magnetic force—does not have a mind, will or emotion.  
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE POWER BROKER3 OF THE TRINITY 

The Holy Spirit works in each of us:  

 Before becoming a Christian (John 16:7–10; Acts 9:5; Revelation 22:17) 
 At the point of becoming a Christian (John 3:3–6; Titus 3:5) 
 After becoming a Christian (Romans 8:9; Galatians 4:3–6) 

4. Describe how the Holy Spirit worked in your life in one of the above stages.  

 

 
Some people may not have thought about how the Holy Spirit was working in their lives, 
before, during or after salvation. As a leader you may need to help them understand how the 
Holy Spirit was working by asking questions. Their answers to the questions might indicate 
where the Holy Spirit was working. Questions like:  

 What changed in your life after becoming a Christian?  
 Was there something specific that happened before becoming a Christian?  
 Did you feel convicted of sin?  
 Were you discontented or wrestling with an area in your life?  
 Were there relational issues that were present in your life? How did they change after 

becoming a Christian?  
 Were you in need of peace in your life before becoming a Christian?  
 Were you struggling with guilt or depression? 

Many times the Holy Spirit will cause us to become more aware of our needs, of our faults and 
struggles—this is His convicting work and helps to prepare us for the necessity of change. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT LIVES IN US 

As Christians, we can be sure that the Holy Spirit lives within us; we are the temple of the 
Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 6:19–20 and Romans 8:9–11) 

                                                            
3 A Power Broker is a person with power and influence, especially one who operates behind the scenes, the one who 
acts/functions. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. As such, He is personal and also 
fully God, co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father and God the Son. He is 
different from other spirits in that He speaks truth and will not contradict the 
words of Jesus or Scripture. 
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5. How might a constant awareness of this reality affect our life? 

 
Answers might include some of these thoughts:  

 Knowing that the Holy Spirit is with us should affect what we say and do and where we 
go.  

 It should cause us to be more aware that God is present. We should draw strength, 
comfort and boldness from that.  

 It should give us confidence that we are not alone. Because He is close to us we should 
sense an ability to pray or communicate with Him at any time.  

 We should be concerned about disappointing or grieving Him.  
 It should give us a sense of purpose that He wants to work through us. 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT CHANGES US FROM THE INSIDE OUT 

The Holy Spirit helps us to be more like Jesus by helping us overcome the evil disposition 
that is in us and the evil that is around us. (John 16:8; 2 Corinthians 3:17–18)  

6. Change comes as we partner with the Holy Spirit. What practical things can people do 
to seek out and apply the power of the Holy Spirit so that we can change? What steps 
have you personally found to be helpful? 

 
(God’s power comes as we pray, worship, meditate on His Word, fellowship with other 
believers, obey God, forsake evil, call for His help, seek counsel, etc. The sharing of the 
participants should help to draw out some of these points in practical ways.) 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“The Spirit makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his 
glorious image.”  

2 Corinthians 3:18b, NLT 

As a Christian, the Holy Spirit is in a close and personal relationship with our 
spirit, and we have a “sense” that God is close to us. The Holy Spirit comforts, 
teaches, and confirms that we are God’s children.  

(John 14: 26; 1 Corinthians 2:13; Romans 8:16; Galatians 4:6) 
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ACTIVATION 

We are anticipating that the Holy Spirit will touch people’s hearts with His love, comfort, 
encouragement, healing and affirmation. In groups of 2 or 3, take time to pray for each 
person, that through this week the Holy Spirit would reveal Himself to them in this way.  

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

If God were to examine you, what would God want to change in your life? John 16:8, 13 

 

 

Have you ever tried to change yourself but couldn’t? What steps or principles from this 
lesson might encourage or help you? 

 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

Below are scriptures which provide perspectives of how the Holy Spirit and God work in us. 
Within these scriptures are truths and insights which will help bring change in our lives: 

 Hebrews 10:25 
 1 John 1:9 
 James 1:5 
 James 4:7–10 
 1 Corinthians 10:12–13  
 1 John 1:7 

 
“The Nature of the Holy Spirit” 
It is important to realize that the Holy Spirit is a unique and distinct person of the Godhead. 
He is not just some form of influence or power which one can attain or get hold of and then 
use. The Holy Spirit is a divine part of the Godhead; and as such, we should think about how 
the Holy Spirit can get hold of us and how He can use us. This type of response brings 
humility instead of self-exaltation. As we recognize that we indeed have a person of the 
Godhead indwelling us and not just a power or an influence, this should lead us to desire 
to "commune” with the Holy Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 13:14 encourages us with the blessing that the "fellowship [communion, 
sharing together, and participation] of the Holy Spirit be with you all." 
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HEARING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, and sensitivity to the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ACTIVATION: Listening Prayer 

Last week we talked about how the Holy Spirit works within us. Are there any 
stories/testimonies that have come from the previous week’s lesson? 

Note testimonies here: 

 

 

ICEBREAKER 

1. It has been said that about 93% of human communication is non-verbal.4 What is one 
non-verbal communication that you often observe? 

 
(Examples might include shrugging shoulders, raising eyebrows, rolling the eyes, looking away, 
etc.) 

2. Romans 8:16 (NIV) says: “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.” In what ways has the Holy Spirit confirmed that you are a Christian? 

 

 
(The sharing might include examples and illustrations of answered prayer, victory over sin, 
peace, inner assurance, love for His Word, changed life, etc.) 

                                                            
4 Dr. Albert Mehrabian, Silent Messages: Implicit Communication of Emotions and Attitudes. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1981. 
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VIDEO 

The Holy Spirit Speaks clearly  &   OFTEN . 

What is the problem?    We are not really   LISTENING . 

Ways God speaks to us: 

A. Through His Word (the Bible) 

 

B. By the Holy Spirit 

 The Holy Spirit CAN speak to, WILL speak to,   ___ EVERY _     __ONE_  

of us! 

 

How does He speak? 

1) THE   STILL     SMALL    VOICE 

 

2) THE   AUDIBLE   VOICE 

 

3) DREAMS & VISIONS / SPIRITUAL DREAMS 

 

re: spiritual dreams  

You will almost always  KNOW    what the meaning is. 

HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS 

The Holy Spirit communicates in a variety of ways. In communicating, the Holy Spirit may 
prompt, lead or cause a person to know certain information or act in a certain way, or to 
hear, sense, feel or perceive His thoughts for that situation. There may be visions or 
dreams. Sometimes the Holy Spirit communicates through a sermon, His written Word, 
prophecy, or through other people.  
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3. Describe a time when you had any of the following experiences. If possible, describe 
how you knew it was from God. 

 A scripture verse “jumped out” and seemed relevant to your situation. 

 You felt something that you were doing was wrong. 

 You sensed that God was really close to you. 

 You heard a sermon that spoke into your situation. 

 

 
(TIP: As in questions before, some Christians may not have understood how God was 
working in them. Some well-phrased questions/examples may help them realize how the 
Holy Spirit was speaking or working in their life . . . for instance, encountering His “still 
small voice.”) 

People often feel like they cannot sense the Holy Spirit. The fact that a person has become 
a Christian or has had any of the above experiences indicates that they have sensed the 
Holy Spirit. 

Who does the Holy Spirit speak to? The Spirit speaks to EVERYONE!  

 Christians – 2 Corinthians 13:14; John 14:26 

 Non-Christians – John 16:8 

 Individuals – Hebrews 3:7; Acts 8:29 

 Groups – Revelation 3:22, Acts 13:2 

 When I’ve done right – Romans 8:16 

 When I’ve done wrong – John 16:8 

 Young or old; slave or free; male or female – Joel 2:28–29. 

ACTIVATION 

4.  LISTENING PRAYER 

As an activity, practice “listening prayer” within the group. The Leader will facilitate 
this activity.  

The Holy Spirit has inspired all of Scripture. When He speaks to us now, it has 
to line up with what He has already said in the Bible. (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 
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As a leader you should help walk through these steps with your group. 

a) If you could meet Jesus, where would it be? (safe/comfortable) 
(Some people think of a beach, a forest, a snowbank, a calm night, etc.) 

b) Don’t rush, describe it. 

c) Start describing and then begin to imagine, see it in your mind’s eye.  
(Closing your eyes might help, so that you are not distracted.) 

d) Ask Jesus, “Is there something You would like to say?” 

e) Ask Jesus for a word, picture, Scripture or thought 

f) If you are unclear, ask Jesus. (e.g. “What does that mean?” “Why did I see that?”) 

g) (Optional) Is there an exchange or a gift He would like to give to you? 
(ex. exchange grief for peace, sin for joy or loneliness for comfort) 

h) Affirm in prayer. 
(Verbally and in prayer affirm the person in the areas that God has spoken. “Is there 
anything else you think Jesus would want to say to you?” If the person is not focused, 
distracted or not following, this is when the leader needs to redirect the person.) 

The leader may need to help discern what the nugget of truth is and to help the person 
focus on that.At the end of the exercise, you can ask the entire group or ask individuals 
specifically, “Would anyone like to share their experience?”  

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“And it shall come to pass afterward 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, 
Your young men shall see visions.”  

Joel 2:28, NKJV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Sometimes people can’t sense the voice/prompting/leading of the Holy Spirit because of 
unbelief, busyness, lack of experience, fear, not taking time, distractions, not reading the 
Word of God, etc.  

What keeps you from hearing or sensing more of the “voice” of the Holy Spirit? 
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What do you need to do differently to overcome this obstacle?  

 

 

Sometimes God will speak in a way that is different than we expect. Read 1 Kings 19:11–13 
for one example. 

ARTICLE FOR FURTHER STUDY: 

DREAMS AND VISIONS 

The main difference between dreams and visions is that dreams come when you are asleep 
and visions occur when you are awake. 

DREAMS 

It is important that we put dreams and their relevance in the correct perspective, as they 
can come from a variety of sources and it is only when we know the true sources that we 
can properly respond to the dreams and their context.  

There are two types of dreams: natural dreams and spiritual dreams. 

1. Natural Dreams 

Within the realm of natural dreams there are two types: 

a) Those which seem to reflect inner wishes, desires, apprehensions, or fears. This 
type of dream gives expression to the inner emotions or feelings within us. 
Jeremiah 29:8, “Nor listen to the dreams which you cause to be dreamed.” It can 
here be seen that that we dream out of our own ambitions and desires. We cause 
the dreams to be dreamed. 

b) Those that ventilate thoughts, anxiety and stresses we have experienced during 
the waking hours. Ecclesiastes 5:3, “For a dream comes through much activity.” 

2. Spiritual Dreams:  

These are specific, distinct in nature and different in origin from the natural dreams. When 
a person has a spiritual dream they automatically know that it is from God and believers 
always know what the dream means.  
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HOW WE KNOW THAT OUR DREAMS ARE FROM GOD 

The messages that God gives through spiritual dreams are always very clear and specific 
about what is to be done or about situations before people; the message is not vague or 
cloudy. Every time God gave dreams to people of faith in the New Testament or the Old 
Testament, they had a clear understanding of what it meant and how it related to the 
surrounding circumstances: they didn’t need an interpreter. In the Scriptures only the 
unbelievers needed the spiritual dreams to be interpreted.  

God uses spiritual dreams to get our attention when we would not otherwise listen or 
consider the message to be from God.  

“For God may speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it. In a 
dream, in a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, While slumbering 
on their beds, Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction. In order 
to turn man from his deed, And conceal pride from man . . .” (Job 33:14–17, emphasis 
added) 

JUDGING REVELATION FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND PROPHECY 

All words that we sense God speaking to us, especially directive words, need to be judged. 
The more that the direction from God affects the lives of individuals, the more evaluation 
or judging needs to be done.  

Individual Free Will: Prophecy or directive words should never remove an individual’s free 
choice, whereby they feel that they are forced to “have to” obey God even though they don’t 
want to.  

Prophecy consists of three aspects:  

 Revelation – that which God has shown 

 Interpretation – the meaning of that which has been shown 

 Application – How do you walk out that which God has spoken? It is important that 
church leaders process prophetic words with individuals so that they apply the 
words properly and don’t run astray with their own interpretation and application 
of the word.  

Be careful not to be the person who does all three aspects of giving the revelation, 
interpreting and sharing the application in the same situation. People who have had 
prophetic words given to them must work with others to help properly apply these words. 

We must realize that we know in part and prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9, NKJV). 
People could be wrong. 
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People sense God and prophesy to the best of their ability and anointing, just as one would 
preach or teach to the best of their ability. This doesn’t mean that one who preaches is 
always perfect in what is said or done. So also, when one prophesies, it may not be 
completely perfect.  

The things sensed from God or prophetic words are to be judged. Judging is done using these 
principles (1 Corinthians 14:29): 

 Does it line up with the Word of God? – Hebrews 4:12, 1 Timothy 6:3–4 
 Is it accompanied by the witness of the Spirit? – 1 John 2:27, 1 Corinthians 2:15–16 
 Is there peace in your heart and peace in the hearts of those to whom you are 

accountable? – Colossians 3:15 
 Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over the 

meeting? Does leadership sense the same thing? (Galatians 2:1–2) In the case of a 
personal prophetic word (i.e. that which is given to a specific person), the 
prophetic word should also be judged by the specific leadership which is over the 
individual. God is powerful enough to speak and also to confirm His heart and 
intents through others. 

In judging what is sensed by the Spirit and prophetic words the leadership considers issues 
such as:  

 Its fruit (Matthew 7:15–20)—does it edify, build up or bring life? (1 Corinthians 
14:3) 

 Is it clear or is it confusing? Is there peace with the words that were given?  
(1 Corinthians 14:6–7, 33)  

 Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit?  
(Galatians 5:16–26)  

 Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or the present? If it contains 
predictions, promises, etc., do these come to pass? (Deuteronomy 18:21–22) 
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PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and acceptance of 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and in my 
use of personal prayer language. 

ACTIVATION – Praying for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Last week we talked about hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit. Are there any 
stories/testimonies or questions that have come from the previous weeks? 

Note testimonies here: 

 

 

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you could speak any language, which one would it be and why? Is speaking or 
knowing this language for yourself or to benefit others?  

 

VIDEO 

JESUS TOLD US ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 We can have the same experience with God that the disciples had 2000 years ago 

because we have the presence of the Holy Spirit today. 
 Acts 1:5 

THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 It is a    SEPARATEE and    SUBSEQUENT    experience to salvation. 

How would I know if I was baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

 You will have the    ABILITY   to speak with other tongues. 
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 God will give you a language that … 
o you do not    UNDERSTAND 
o you did not    LEARN 
o you have the ability to    SPEAK 

Why would I want this? 

1. It allows us to pray more    EFFECTIVELY   . (Romans 8: 26)  
 We actually are praying specifically the     WILL          OF        GOD    

2. It allows us to    CONNECT with the Holy Spirit. 
3. It    EDIFIES us.   (edify = to charge up, to build up, to    STRENGTHENN) 

How do I receive this?  

 Pray, believe by faith that you’ve received, then speak. 
 You will never speak in tongues if you don’t    SPEAK . 
 Breathe across your larynx, move your lips, move your tongue 

“I wish you AALLL spoke with tongues…” 1 Corinthians 14:5 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

THEOLOGY NOTE: In the history of the church there has been a lot of baggage associated with the 
phrase “initial evidence” regarding speaking in tongues. For this reason we purposefully chose to 
use the word “expectation” to be more helpful to those who desire the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and are currently in process with tongues.  

There are two types of baptisms mentioned in Acts 1:5—water baptism and the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit.5 In water baptism we publicly embrace Christ and identify with the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3–4). 

2. In the following Scripture passages, what are benefits or results of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit?  

 Luke 4:1–13 

 

                                                            
5 Or being filled with/in/of the Holy Spirit. 
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Jesus is being filled by the Holy Spirit, led by the Holy Spirit to be tempted – The Holy Spirit 
helps us to have victory over the enemy through the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  

 Acts 1:8  

 
The Holy Spirit anoints us with the power of the Holy Spirit and makes us effective 
witnesses by and for the Holy Spirit. 

 Luke 4:18–19  

 
The Holy Spirit anoints us to preach, heal the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the 
captives, recovery of sight to the blind, liberty to those oppressed and proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour. He anoints us for ministry. 

 Acts 10:38  

 
The Holy Spirit anoints with power, enables us to do good, heals all oppressed by the devil, 
and enables us to be used by God (because He is with us). He empowers us for dynamic 
ministry. 

 1 Corinthians 2:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:5  

 
The Holy Spirit enables our speech to demonstrate His power so that the gospel is effective 
and presented with deep conviction. He makes our words powerful and convicting. 

 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–11  

 
The Holy Spirit provides the gifts and enables usage of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit provides spiritual gifts. 

 John 7:37–39  

 
The Holy Spirit enables “living water”—the Holy Spirit—to flow for us and to others. – life-
giving ministry to us and others. 

 Acts 19:2, 6  

 
The Holy Spirit enables us to speak with other tongues and to prophesy.  
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SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

NOTE: this lesson focuses on the topic of speaking in tongues in private/personal context (i.e. 
as a personal prayer language). The ministry gift of the Spirit also called the “gift of tongues” 
will be discussed later in Lesson 5. This will be a helpful differentiation during your discussion 
time for any group members who have previously encountered teaching on this subject before.  

Speaking in tongues is the supernatural ability to communicate in a language(s) that is not 
known or familiar to the one speaking. It may involve the language of men or of angels  
(1 Corinthians 13:1). 

Synonyms: speaking in tongues, personal prayer language, heavenly 
language, spiritual language, praying in tongues, praying in the Spirit, singing 
in the Spirit, worshipping in tongues, etc. 

The gift of tongues does not make us more spiritual than others, but it is another tool in 
our “prayer tool box.”  

God provides the opportunity to speak in tongues to all who are baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.  
(1 Corinthians 14:5; Acts 2:3; Acts 2:38b–39; Acts 10:45–46; Acts 19:6)  

3. Have you ever heard someone speak in tongues? What were your thoughts about that? 

 

 
This question is to find out the participants’ questions, concerns and their level of involvement 
in the area of speaking in tongues. You do not need to answer or address their concerns at this 
point in the lesson; they will be addressed later.  

4. Does anyone here speak or pray in tongues? What are the benefits of speaking or 
praying in tongues for you? 

 
This question will draw upon the experiences that some of the members already have and will 
help people to understand the benefits of speaking in tongues. 

5. According to the following verses, what is the benefit of speaking in tongues? 

 1 Corinthians 14:4 

 
Speaking in tongues edifies – builds up – the believer. 
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 1 Corinthians 14:15–17  

 
When we pray, sing or speak in tongues, we pray and worship in a good way that is 
pleasing to God. 

 Romans 8:26–27 

 
Speaking in tongues helps us to pray when we don’t know how to pray. 

 Jude 20 

 
Speaking in tongues builds up our faith as we pray in the Spirit. 

 Ephesians 6:18 

 
Praying in the Spirit is part of the spiritual weapons. 

 Mark 16:17 

 
Praying in tongues is a sign that we are a believer in Jesus Christ. 

 1 Corinthians 14:22 

 
Praying in tongues is a sign for unbelievers. 

6. What are some obstacles that people have to speaking or praying in tongues and how 
could they be overcome? 

This is an open question where individuals can voice their concerns or share what they have 
heard others share as questions or obstacles. Questions and concerns, including those from 
question 2, should be dealt with at this point in the lesson.  

Resources for answering these questions can be found in the Leaders Supplements articles in 
this booklet. Don’t feel that you have to deal with questions that are not relevant to people in 
your group. 
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HOW TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

Realize that God commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:17–18) 

a) Ask for it – Luke 11:13, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him!” 

b) Expect to receive it - Believe God that He will give His Holy Spirit to us in 
accordance with His Word. We receive the Holy Spirit not by our own works, but 
by believing what we have read and heard from His Word. People tend to lean on 
sense and emotions; therefore, if one does not have a sense of “righteousness” 
or “feeling worthy,” one closes oneself off from the blessings of God.  

o Galatians 3:2, “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” 

o Galatians 3:14, “That the blessing of Abraham might come upon the 
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.” 

c) We must be willing to submit ourselves to the will of God. In Acts 2:37–38, the 
people were pricked in their hearts and were willing to ask, "What shall we do?" 
Peter told them to repent and be baptized and then they would receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. Blatant sin, if not dealt with, may hinder our receiving the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:18–23) 

d) In faith step out and use it – In faith, we need to step out and begin using and 
exercising that which God has given us. Faith is the condition upon which one 
receives from God (Hebrews 11:6, James 1:6–8).  

o This is as simple as opening your mouth and beginning to speak your 
prayer or praise to God. How else will you be able to hear whether your 
words are in your native language or now in one you don’t yet know? 

ACTIVATION 

As a group, take time to pray for each individual who may not have been baptized in the 
Holy Spirit or have not yet received their spiritual language. For those who have received 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit and their prayer language, pray that they may use it more 
often. 

Then as a group, together pray and/or worship in tongues. This is prayer that is focused 
toward God; it is not directed to individuals, so it does not need to be interpreted. 
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Praying for Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

1. “Do you want to receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit?” 
2. “Do you have any questions?” 
3. Encourage them to now pray and ask (or offer to lead in repeat-after-me style). 
4. You pray for them. 
5. “Now let’s pray in tongues together” (speak out loud) 
6. “What happened?” 
7. Affirmation  

– Regardless of whether each individual speaks in tongues or not, encourage 
them. If they have asked, then they have been baptized in the Holy Spirit and 
His presence is there. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself . . .” 

1 Corinthians 14:4a, NKJV 

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

If you have already received your prayer language or several words, keep trying to use 
that language more than you have before. 

If you have not received your prayer language, continue to expect that, having asked for 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will be released to speak in it. In your prayer time, 
thank God for the Holy Spirit that has been given to you and take extra time to praise and 
worship Him. 
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WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, 
desire, obedience, sensitivity, and in 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  

ACTIVATION: Listening Prayer re: Fruit of the Spirit 

Last week we talked about the baptism of the Holy Spirit and our spiritual prayer language. 
Are there any stories/testimonies or questions from the previous weeks’ lessons? 

(Note testimonies here) 

 

 

 

 

ICEBREAKER 

Choose ONE of the following questions: 

1. If you could be a piece of fruit (literal fruit), what would you be and why? 

 

2.  Assign a piece of fruit to each of the Fruits of the Spirit and briefly explain why. 

 

VIDEO 

Galatians 5:16  “Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
Jesus said – “You shall know them by their    FRUIT…”  (see Matthew 7:15-23) 
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 If there is no fruit of the Holy Spirit evident in someone’s life, then it becomes 
evident that person really actually isn’t a Christian. 

Paul said – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels … but do not have 

   LOVE   , I am nothing…” (see 1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

 We want to begin to take on the image and the likeness of Christ—that’s what the 
Holy Spirit does. 

HOW DO WE WALK IN THE SPIRIT? 

1. Step on the Brake 
 Stop going the    WRONG    direction. 

 We make the decision and then we see the power of the Holy Spirit kick in to allow 
us to stop heading in a harmful direction. 

2. Set Our Minds on Spiritual Things 
 “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 

Romans 8:6  
 What you think on, you ultimately    PURSUE   . 

 If you think on spiritual things, you will begin to    WALK         TOWARD    spiritual 
things. 

3. Start Listening to the Holy Spirit 
 When you’re going the wrong direction, the Holy Spirit will    TELL        YOU   . 

 We need to listen,    OBEY    and pursue. 

 We will begin to take on the    CHARACTER    of the Holy Spirit. [“fruit”] 

THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

3. Read through Galatians 5:16–25. What stands out to you or seems relevant to you 
when you read this passage?  
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4. Each of the “works of the flesh” can be overcome by a “fruit of the Spirit.” For 
example, sexual immorality could be overcome by patience, true love, faithfulness, 
self-control and/or possibly other fruit. In the table below, pick one of the works/acts 
of the flesh (verses 19–21) and then assign one or more fruit of the Holy Spirit (verses 
22–23) that would help overcome this. Explain how.  

(Time will not allow you to do all of them.) 

 

Some of the ways that we can grow in the fruit of the Spirit include:  

 Seeking wise counsel 
 Praying 
 Fasting 
 Repenting and choosing to submit to God’s way 
 Worshipping and praising 
 Fellowshipping with God’s people 

5. Growth in the fruit of the Holy Spirit usually happens in the face of obstacles and 
challenges. Look through the following scriptures and describe what obstacles were 
faced, which fruit of the Spirit was present, and if applicable, what the outcomes 
were. 

(*Time may not permit you to do all of these.) 

a) Acts 9:36–39             
Dorcas made clothing for the widows – Love, goodness and kindness – her love caused her 
to have a good testimony to the others; 

b) Acts 16:25–33            
Paul and Silas in prison – Joy, (goodness and kindness – towards the jailer), (self-control – 
they didn’t escape when they had an opportunity) - prisoner and family become believers;  

c) 1 Thessalonians 1:6–7           

ACTS OF THE FLESH FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT HOW 
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Thessalonian church in much affliction – given Joy by Holy Spirit – they became examples to 
the believers; 

d) Acts 12:6             
Peter between two guards in prison – Peace – no outcome other than restful sleep for 
Peter; 

e) Revelation 3:7a, 10            
Church at Philadelphia endured patiently – Patience/Longsuffering/Perseverance – as a 
consequence, God rewarded them with protection; 

f) Philippians 4:18            
Kindness, goodness - To Epaphroditus from the church resulted with material provision for 
Paul and God was pleased; 

g) Acts 11:28–29            
Goodness, kindness – Disciples providing for the needs of others; 

h) Colossians 4:12            
Epaphras always wrestling in prayer – Faithfulness –producing steadfastness in the 
believers; 

i) 1 Thessalonians 2:6–8:          
Gentleness/Meekness, love, goodness, joy – Paul and his team were not a burden to the 
church and the gospel was shared; 

j) Acts 7:54–8:1a            
Stephen was being stoned to death – self-control, peace, joy, goodness, love – Stephen 
exhibits the fruit of the Spirit and Saul witnesses his nature. 

6. Galatians 5:25 says, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” 
(NIV). What does “keeping in step with the Spirit” look like to you? How do you become 
better in this area? 

 
(This scripture implies that there is some sensitivity to the Holy Spirit or direction by the Holy 
Spirit that affects our daily lives. We become better at this by allowing His Spirit to speak to us 
through prayer, devotions, worship, etc., and then being obedient to Him.) 

There are various different phrases used to describe the way that the Holy Spirit leads or 
directs His people; for example:  

 prompting, leading, sensing, nudging, witness, peace of the Holy Spirit, hearing the 
Spirit, having a “check” or uneasiness in your spirit, guidance of the Spirit. 
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7. Describe a time when you were prompted to not say or not do something but you went 
ahead anyway and the consequences were negative. What did you learn from the 
experience?  

 

It is important to take note that these are ways that the Holy Spirit speaks to us. As we 
listen and obey these promptings we learn to sense the Holy Spirit more clearly. These 
apparent failures could be good learning experiences.  

ACTIVATION 

Listening Prayer: In the activation in Lesson Two, we did the “Listening Prayer Activity”. 
Take a moment as a group while each individual pictures themselves with Jesus.  

*Leaders: Go to Lesson 2 Activation to re-familiarize yourself with the Listening Prayer 
instructions. 

To begin, instruct group members to recall in their mind the safe/comfortable place they met 
with Jesus the last time. 

A. Ask Jesus to show you which fruit you need to work on the most.  

 

B. Then ask Him what specific steps you need to take to achieve this. 

 
If you are unclear, ask Jesus. (e.g. “What does that mean?” “Why did I see that?”) 

C. If you feel comfortable sharing with the group, describe briefly the situation, the 
fruit and the steps you will be taking. 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22–23, NKJV 
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HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Fruit is more obvious in its true form in the face of challenge or adversity (e.g. Matthew 
5:46–47.) When going through a difficulty, take a moment to ask yourself, “What fruit do I 
need to exhibit at this time?” 

Which fruit of the Spirit do you need to work on at this time? Take some time to ask God 
to help you to walk in that fruit. 
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THE  UTTERANCE   

(SPOKEN)  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, 
desire, obedience, sensitivity and use 
of the gifts of Prophecy, Tongues, and 
Interpretation of Tongues. 

ACTIVATION: Tongues & Interpretation, Prophecy 

Last week we talked about the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Are there any stories/testimonies or 
questions that have come from the previous weeks’ lessons?  

Note testimonies here: 

 

 

 

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you could know the future, what would you want to know and why?  

 

2. Is what you want to know (above) for yourself or to benefit others? 

 

VIDEO 

Paul – “Earnestly desire the best gifts…”   (1 Corinthians 12:31) 
 God    WANTS    you to have these gifts! 
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Three sets of gifts listed in Scripture: 

 Gifts of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11) 

 Gifts of the Father (Romans 12:6-8)  

 Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8-10) 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Group 1 – UTTERANCE GIFTS  
1. Prophecy  

 giving a    MESSAGE    to God’s people that    GOD    wants to speak to them. 
 You    DON’T    have to predict the future. 
 According to the New Testament, prophecy needs to do three things:  

   COMFORT   ,    EDIFY    and    EXHORT   .  
 Anything that is prophecy (God speaking to His people) will    HAVE        TO    line 

up with His Word.    ALL    prophecy should be judged by the Word of God. 

 Paul – “You can all prophesy…” (1 Corinthians 14:31). This is something that  
   EVERY    Christian should be    ABLE    to and should desire to do.  

2. Tongues & Interpretation 
 Same as prophesying, but doing it with a different methodology 

 “   SPEAKING    in tongues” is different than “   PRAYING    in tongues.”  

 When we’re speaking to other    HUMANS    with this gift, then the Bible tells us  
it must be    INTERPRETED   . 

 Interpretation is    EXPLAINING    to people what was said in that particular 
language. 

 The end result is the same—God speaking    THROUGH    you to His people. 
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GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1 Corinthians 12:4–6 talks about 3 sets of gifts: gifts of the Spirit (v. 4, 7–11), gifts of the 
Lord (v. 5 and Ephesians 4:11) and gifts of the Father (v. 6, Romans 12:6–8). 

 

There are nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to 1 Corinthians 12:7–11. They can be 
divided into three main groups:  

 Utterance Gifts: Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues; 

 Revelation Gifts: Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Discerning of Spirits; 

 Power Gifts: Faith, Gifts of Healing, Working of Miracles. 

1 Corinthians 12:4–10 
“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is 
the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom 
through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 
same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to 
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This lesson focuses on the Utterance Gifts. 

 

DEFINITION OF TONGUES 

There is a difference between a prayer language and a message in tongues. 

 Prayer language is inward, personal and edifies one’s own spirit. It can be used in 
prayer or worship.  

 Message in Tongues is outward, directed to others, and requires an interpretation. 

In Lesson 3 we talked about speaking in tongues (praying in the Spirit). The following are 
some of the characteristics and benefits of speaking in tongues: 

a) It facilitates speaking to God –1 Corinthians 14:2 

b) It edifies or builds us up – 1 Corinthians 14:4 

c) It helps us praise or glorify God – Acts 2:11  

d) It is a spiritual weapon – Ephesians 6:18 

e) It is a sign of being a believer – Mark 16:17 

f) It helps us pray when we don’t know how to – Romans 8:26 

g) It builds our faith – Jude 20 

h) It is available to all Christians, not just to those in the days of the New Testament  
– Acts 2:38–39 

1 Corinthians 14:3–5  

But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to 
men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies 
edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you 
prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with 
tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive 
edification.” 

Acts 2:1–4 

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then 
there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 
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i) It should not be forbidden – 1 Corinthians 14:39 

j) It is an effective way of praying, singing, blessing or giving thanks –1 Corinthians 
14:15–17 

k) It is desired for all – 1 Corinthians 14:5 

l) It is directed by the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:4 

3. Which of the above characteristics or benefits stands out to you and why? 

 

 

All the gifts of the Holy Spirit require faith to step out and activate as the Holy Spirit is 
prompting or leading. It is in this stepping out in faith that God rewards the receiver and 
the doer. “For without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). 

DEFINITON OF PROPHECY 

Prophecy is a message from God through an individual to other individual(s). Because 
prophecy comes through people, it may not be free from human error and so needs to be 
judged or evaluated. Its purpose is to edify, encourage, convict, guide, console and comfort. 

Prophetic words can occur in a variety of different forms. They do not always come in a 
church service or prayer meeting. They may be received or shared when praying with or for 
someone, when talking to them in a normal conversation, or any other time. These words 
do not need to be delivered in the form of someone saying, “Thus Saith the Lord. . .” but 
could be more easily shared in the form of: 

 “I saw a picture when we prayed; it looked like . . .”  
 “A scripture verse came to mind as we prayed. It says. . .”  
 “Yesterday I was thinking about you and the thought came to mind that. . .”  
 “A word of encouragement came to me that I thought I should share with you. . .”  

Concerning prophecy, the Scriptures tell us that: 

 God wants to speak to all believers – John 10:27 
 We should all desire to prophecy – 1 Corinthians 14:1, 5, 39  
 Everyone has the capacity to prophesy – 1 Corinthians 14:31 
 It edifies, exhorts and comforts the believers – 1 Corinthians 14:3–4 
 It helps us to effectively fight good spiritual battles – 1 Timothy 1:18 
 It helps to confirm what God is doing in the person’s life – Acts 21:11; 9:15–16; 15:32, 41 
 Through mature prophetic people, prophecy may also impart spiritual gifts or 

healing, may correct or may give direction for lives and ministries. 
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4. Have you had a prophetic word given over you? What was the effect? 

 
(This question is to stimulate the participants to think about prophetic words and for you as a 
leader to find out their questions, concerns and their level of involvement in the things of the 
Spirit. You do not need to answer or address their concerns at this point in the lesson.)  

5. Have you sensed that God conveyed His heart or thoughts through you to another 
person? What made you believe it was from God?  

 
Answers to the second part may vary. You may need to point them to the information at the 
end of the lesson on how to judge prophecy to help clarify their perspective. Don’t be too 
judgmental or critical of how they know it was from God, now is not the time to stifle them in 
the gifts. 

 

ACTIVATION 

You may want to take the pulse of your group and opt to spend most of your time in the Prophecy 
activation if they are new to the utterance gifts. You might begin by just asking for one word that 
comes to mind for an individual they are praying over. Beginner steps are good steps. (If there is 
time, you can then move to the Tongues & Interpretation activation.  

1: Prophecy  

A. Take a moment to think of one of the attributes of God. What attribute of God comes 
to mind? 

B. If God wanted to talk to you about something, what would He say? 

HOW TO JUDGE PROPHECY 

1. Hold on to the good and relevant parts and gently set aside those parts that 
don’t immediately seem relevant or clear (ex. If one part doesn’t make sense, 
it doesn’t mean we dismiss everything). (1 Corinthians 13:9; 1 Thessalonians 
5:20–21) 

2. Does it line up with the Word of God? (Hebrews 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:3–4) 
3. Is there a witness of the Spirit? (1 John 2:27) 
4. Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over 

the meeting, considering the following: 
a. Will the outcome of what was said bring the fruit of the Spirit? 
b. Does it edify, build up or bring life? 
c. Is it clear or is it confusing? 
d. Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit? 
e. Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or present? If it 
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C. Ask God if there is something He wants you to share with another person in your 
group.  
Be quick to affirm people for stepping out and sharing. Wait for the processing time to 
discuss the content of what was shared. 

D. After several people have shared, take time to process together. 
Ask if what was shared was relevant to the recipients. Was it biblical, did it bear witness, 
should it be put on the shelf? Etc. 

PROCESS: What were the results? Discuss the results in the group. 

2: Tongues/Interpretation 

Try this in your group or in smaller groups of 4-5. Your group’s Leader will give step-by-step 
instruction on HOW to do this activity.) 

 Take some time as a group for all to pray in tongues together. All focus on God, all 
talk to God, therefore no interpretation is necessary. If a person does not have 
their personal prayer language, they may pray in their normal language.  

*IMPORTANT: Please be sensitive so that we do not make those who don’t speak in 
tongues uncomfortable. Remember that being baptized in the Holy Spirit means 
that a personal prayer language is available to you even if you are not exercising it 
at this time. 

 Then take some time to wait on God, expecting that the Holy Spirit will send the 
group a message in tongues through someone in the group. (This message in 
tongues may be in the person’s personal prayer language or it may come in a 
totally different unknown language to the person speaking.) 

 If you feel prompted, step out, speaking in tongues, trusting that the Holy Spirit is 
leading you. (Your group is a safe environment, where everyone understands that 
we are learning together.) 

 After one person has spoken out in a message in tongues, then the others in the 
group will seek God for a simple interpretation. These others should speak out 
what they feel the Holy Spirit was saying. 

 Talk together about whether what was shared through the tongues/interpretation 
process seemed to be relevant and seemed to bless, encourage or edify anyone in 
your group. 

Leaders, explain to the group that this will be a learning opportunity. As such: 

 It will provide an opportunity to stretch out and try exercising the gifts of tongues and 
interpretation of tongues. 
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 We are not looking for perfection or flawless responses, but we do need to step out and 
try. 

 Because we are learning and in a small group, this will be a safe environment where 
people can make mistakes and lives will not be affected.  

A. Ask each small group to take some time to wait on God, expecting that the Holy Spirit will 
send the group a message in tongues through an individual in the group. 

B. This message in tongues may be in the person’s personal prayer language or it may come in 
a totally different unknown language to the person speaking. 

 It will require that someone in the group step out, speaking in tongues, trusting that 
the Holy Spirit is leading them. 

C. When one person has spoken out in a message in tongues, then the others in the group will 
seek God for a simple interpretation. These others should speak out what they feel the 
Holy Spirit was saying.  

 The interpretation may just be a simple thought, or the sharing of an impression or 
picture. 

 There may be several in the group who may share what they sense the message in 
tongues means. 

 The person who gave the message in tongues may also share what they felt the 
message meant if they sensed something, either when speaking or after speaking the 
message. 

 If several give what they feel as interpretations but the messages seem to be 
significantly different, it could be that one was the interpretation of the message in 
tongues and one was a separate prophetic word. (Assuming that in the judging process 
they all seemed to be from God.) 

D. Ask the small group if what was shared through the tongues/interpretation process 
seemed to be relevant and seemed to bless, encourage or edify anyone in that small group. 

E. If time permits, repeat the above exercise allowing another person to speak in tongues 
with others interpreting. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to 
men.” 

1 Corinthians 14:3, NKJV  

HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a scripture verse or a word of encouragement, comfort or 
hope that you can give to someone this week.  
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Then ask the Holy Spirit to direct you to which person this is for and then share it with 
them.  
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THE  REVELATION  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and use of the gifts 
of the Word of Wisdom, the Word of 
Knowledge and the Discerning of Spirits. 

ACTIVATION: Word of Wisdom/Word of Knowledge 

Last week we talked about the utterance gifts. Are there any stories/testimonies or 
questions that have come from previous weeks’ lessons?  

Note testimonies here: 

 

 

 

 

 

ICEBREAKER 

1. If you knew all the facts and information about a person’s life, like God does, what 
would you do with the information?  

 

 

2. What problems could too much knowledge present?  
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VIDEO 

 The Holy Spirit    REVEALS    something to us that we couldn’t   OTHERWISE   
know in a natural way. 

1. WORD OF    KNOWLEDGE 
a. God gives you a “word” (   SINGLE    bit of information) that you wouldn’t possibly 

know. Something    CURRENT   , already going on. 

b. John 4 – the woman at the well 

 Holy Spirit revealed to Jesus a very    SPECIFIC    bit of information about 
this woman’s life – everything in that situation    CHANGED    and ultimately 
caused a dramatic revival in her city. 

2. WORD OF    WISDOM 

a. Knowledge is    KNOWING    something, but wisdom is knowing    WHAT    
to    DO    with something. 

b. Word of Wisdom = insight for what to do in a    PARTICULAR    situation. 

c. Acts 27 – Paul as a prisoner on a ship 

 “If this is what we do, we’re going to get through this situation.” 

3.    DISCERNING    OF SPIRITS 

a. Holy Spirit reveals what is    BEHIND    a situation; whether it’s of    PURE    or  
   IMPURE    motive or something    ANGELIC    or something    DEMONIC    at 
work. 

b. Acts 16 – a woman following Paul 

 What she was saying    SEEMED      GOOD   , but by the gift of Discerning of 
Spirits, Paul understood she had a spirit of divination.  
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c. Inverse can also be true (i.e. when situation    DOESN’T    look right, but Holy Spirit 
reveals that the motives behind it are pure or godly.) 

What is the difference between the Utterance Gifts and the Revelation Gifts? 
 Utterance Gifts   NEED    to be    SPOKEN   ; Revelation Gifts don’t always need 

to be spoken. 

WORD OF WISDOM and WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 

 

The Word of Wisdom – divine wisdom from the Spirit of God in order to address a particular 
problem or need. It represents God’s divine perspective on the situation at hand. This gift 
cannot be gained through study and experience, yet neither is it a substitute for study and 
experience. If a person has received a word of wisdom from God, it is just wisdom for one 
specific situation or instance.6 

The Word of Knowledge – divine knowledge from the Spirit of God about unknown details 
of past, present, or future situations. It is different from knowledge that comes through 
natural ability, observation, study or experience. This may include knowledge of the 
thoughts of men’s hearts or facts of the past, present or future. It can reveal where people 
are at and expose hypocrisy.7 

 Words of knowledge are about facts and information; wisdom is what to do with 
the facts and information. 

                                                            
6 As with the other gifts of the Spirit, these gifts need to be judged or evaluated to see if they are from God. 
7 Ibid. 

1 Corinthians 12:4–10 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is 
the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom 
through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 
same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to 
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 Often words of wisdom are given along with words of knowledge. Facts are 
revealed and then the Holy Spirit gives wisdom on how to respond to the situation. 
However, there are times when words of knowledge are not given with words of 
wisdom following. This is to show the person that God knows the past, present and 
future of their life and that they can trust Him. 

 Sometimes people have been in situations where they inwardly said or felt, “I 
knew that would happen.” Yet if asked beforehand, they would not have been able 
to know that. This could be an example of a word of knowledge. Sometimes words 
of knowledge are just to show us that God’s Spirit is connecting with our spirit. 
This can encourage us. 

 In your personal devotions God may draw your attention to a scripture verse that 
later on will be instrumental in helping another person or yourself. This could be a 
word of wisdom as well. 

 Parents often just “know” things about what has happened with their child. This 
could be a word of knowledge. 

3. Using the scriptures below, determine what portions are words of knowledge and/or 
words of wisdom, and share the impact that the word of knowledge/word of wisdom 
had. 

Verses 
Word of 
Knowledge 

Word of 
Wisdom 

The Impact on the Situation 

Luke 5:22–26   
Jesus knew their thoughts and addressed their 
question. The people were amazed, glorified 
God and were filled with fear. 

Luke 6:8–11   
Jesus knew their thoughts and healed the man 
on the Sabbath. The accusers were filled with 
anger. 

Acts 9:10–18   
Ananias received knowledge about where Saul 
was and wisdom about what to say. Ananias has 
boldness to speak to Saul, Saul is healed, 
baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 6:10   Stephen had wisdom that could not be refuted. 
The accusers were convicted. 

Acts 10:28;  
34–35; 44–45   

Peter receives wisdom on how to deal with the 
Gentiles who become saved and filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 
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Verses 
Word of 
Knowledge 

Word of 
Wisdom 

The Impact on the Situation 

Acts 15:28–29   
James received wisdom on how to include the 
Gentile believers into the church. A code of 
conduct for the Gentiles is developed. 

 

4. Have you ever received a word of knowledge through another person? How did you 
respond and why do you think you were given it?  

 

 
(This question is to stimulate the participants to think about words of knowledge and for you 
as a leader to find out their questions, concerns and their level of involvement in the things of 
the Spirit. You do not need to answer or address their concerns at this point in the lesson.)  

5. Have you ever received a word of wisdom through another person? How did you 
respond and how did it work out?  

 

 

DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 

Discerning of Spirits – distinguishes the source of a motive, word, or action, whether it be 
heavenly (from God), human (from the person’s own spirit), or demonic (involving an evil 
spirit).8  

 All believers have the ability to distinguish between good and evil, right from 
wrong, for the purpose of guiding us individually in the way of truth and from the 
way of evil.  

 This gift refers to the guidance of the Spirit in an even greater measure than the 
point mentioned above. This is necessary for sovereign protection of God’s people.  

 When used, the gift always shows what decisive action must be taken. Such action 
might include praying, casting out the spirit, receiving or rejecting teaching, being 
cautious with a person or encouraging a person, etc.  

 This gift functions without relying on natural evidence or natural knowledge. 

                                                            
8 See “How to Judge the Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom and Discerning of Spirits” at the end of this lesson. 
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 The discerning of Spirits should not be confused with a person being critical or 
suspicious. A suspicious person is not trusting, guarding themselves rather than 
being teachable and open to others. A suspicious person may react from feelings 
or emotions or because of past negative experiences. 

Below are examples of discerning of spirits: 

 John 1:47 – Jesus discerns the purity of Nathanael’s heart. 

 Acts 8:23 – Peter perceives the evil heart nature of Simon. 

 Acts 16:16–18 – Paul perceives the demonic spirit in the girl even though on the 
surface she spoke positively. 

6. Briefly share if you have had a somewhat similar experience to any of the above and 
how it protected or directed you and others.  

 
(There might be limited sharing to this question as this gift is not that common in our culture.) 

ACTIVATION 

A. As a group, take a few moments and ask God for what He would like you to share 
with another person in the group.  

B.  If appropriate in the group context, share that Word of Wisdom or Knowledge with 
the person.  

C. Get feedback from that person and the group. 

D. Debrief as to whether what was shared was a prophetic word (exhortative, 
encouraging, comforting), a word of wisdom or a word of knowledge. (Most will fall 
into the first category.) 

E. Repeat the process in the group as time permits. 

Remember that not everything that is revealed to us as a Word of Knowledge should be 
shared; some things are given only to be prayed for. When God gives gifts it is for the 
edification of all.   [UNPACK THIS PROPERLY EARLIER ABOVE TOO.] 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.” 

1 Corinthians 12:7, NKJV 
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HOW TO JUDGE THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE, WORD OF WISDOM AND 
DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 

1. Hold on to the good and relevant parts and gently set aside those parts that 
don’t immediately seem relevant or clear (ex. If one part doesn’t make sense, 
it doesn’t mean we dismiss everything). (1 Corinthians 13:9; 1 Thessalonians 
5:20–21) 

2. Does it line up with the Word of God? (Hebrews 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:3–4) 
3. Is there a witness of the Spirit? (1 John 2:27) 
4. Does it line up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding over 

the meeting, considering the following: 
a. Will the outcome of what was said bring the fruit of the Spirit? 
b. Does it edify, build up or bring life? 
c. Is it clear or is it confusing? 
d. Does the person giving the message manifest the fruit of the Spirit? 
e. Is the word true for those parts referring to the past or present? If it 

contains predictions  promises  etc  do these come to pass? 
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THE  POWER  GIFTS 

Objective: To grow in appreciation, desire, 
obedience, sensitivity and use of the gifts 
of Healing, Miracles and Faith. 

ACTIVATION: Healing Miracles and Faith  

Last week we talked about the revelation gifts. Are there any stories/testimonies or 
questions that have come from previous weeks’ lessons?  

Note testimonies here: 

 

 

 

 

ICEBREAKER  

1. If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? Is your superpower for 
yourself or for the benefit of others?  

 

 

VIDEO 

1.    GIFTS  of     HEALINGS 

a. Notice it is written in the plural 

 God using us to distribute gifts of healings to individual persons 

 Jesus did not heal in    JUST        ONE    way 

b. It is when God heals a person in a way that is    SUPERNATURAL   . 
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c. God is sending people by His Holy Spirit to “lay hands on the    SICK    and they  
   SHALL    recover.” (Mark 16:18, KJV) 

2. Working of     MIRACLES 

a. A miracle is when God supernaturally   TRANSCENDS    or     SUPERCEDES    
nature. 

b. We need to be people that believe that God    STILL    does miracles    TODAY   . 

3. FAITH    

a. Gift of Faith is when God    ADDS    faith to yours. 

 ex. Joshua caused the sun to stand still 

 ex. David & Goliath 

Be bold to    ASK   ; God will be faithful to    ANSWER   . 

DEFINITIONS 

Miracles: Extraordinary events produced by the Holy Spirit working through individual(s), 
in a way that demonstrates divine intervention.  

Gifts of Healings: Supernatural healing produced by the Holy Spirit working through 
individuals.  

Faith (i.e. Great Faith): The ability given by the Holy Spirit to believe God for a seemingly 
impossible situation which is beyond normal faith. It is a step beyond general faith which 
believes God for salvation and general provision. It is different from the fruit of Spirit.  

Great faith does not mean that we always see results. In Hebrews 11:26–40, we see people 
who had faith but did not appear to get results. This faith still pleased God (Hebrews 11:6a). 

2. When thinking of miracles, healings and great faith, what Bible stories come to mind?  

a) Miracles:  

 

b) Healings:  
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c) Great Faith:  

 
(Don’t be concerned if the participants don’t have references to go with their Bible stories. 
Examples of great faith could include Acts 27:21–25; Acts 3:1–7, 16; Matthew 9:20–22.) 

3. Have you seen or experienced a miracle, divine healing or a great faith? Describe the 
situation and the results. 

a) Miracles:  

 
This question is to stimulate the participants to think about the power gifts and for you as 
a leader to find out their questions, concerns and their level of involvement in the things of 
the Spirit.  

b) Healings:  

 

c) Great Faith:  

 

4. Why don’t we see more acts of miracles, healings or great faith?  

 
The miracles in the Bible are generally clustered around the great salvation events of the Bible 
(Life of Jesus, early church, Exodus, etc.). Other reasons for not seeing more miracles and/or 
healings: 

 Lack of faith – Mark 6:5 
 Lack of observation – Mark 7:31–36  
 Evil hearts and wrong motives – Matthew 12:38–40, James 4:3–4 
 People buy into the skepticism of the world – Colossians 2:8–10 
 We do not have as much obvious need as the third world does – James 2:5 
 We fail to proclaim God’s Word– when we proclaim God’s Word miracles follow – 

Hebrews 2:4 
 We don’t ask (we don’t pray for it) – James 4:2 
 Sometimes it takes place later – Luke 17:11–19 

 

A miracle will not guarantee that a person will become a believer (Luke 16: 19–
31). 

A  b i   b li  i   i l  i  i lf (E h i  2 8 9  J h  1 12
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There is difference between presumption and faith. Presumption is expecting God to do 
something for me that He has not expressly said He would do for me. It is taking a Scripture 
out of context without looking at the conditions, the heart and the nature of God. 
Presumption is assuming that God will answer or work the way you want Him to. It is driven 
by our selfish will and our misconception of how God works. It is ultimately based upon us 
wanting to manipulate God. 

5. Can you think of instances where people are more consumed with getting a miracle or 
healing than focusing on the Giver of the gifts? What do you think is the problem with 
this? 

 

 
The problem includes that the fact that we: 

 Fail to do what we’re supposed to do (e.g. manage our own finances, eat proper foods 
etc.) 

 Distort our view of God, we try to control Him (genie in a bottle) 
 Become self-focused and need-focused 
 Take our eyes off of the Great Commission 
 Only see God in times of need 
 Fail to focus on Jesus 

6. What different things about great faith can we learn from these biblical examples of 
Great Faith?  

(You may not have time to discuss all of these examples. Feel free to pick and choose what 
suits your group’s time.) 

 Peter walking on water – Matthew 14:22–29 

 
Faith involved seeing Jesus and obeying His words by taking a step of faith.  

 The faith of the Centurion –Matthew 8:5–13 

 
Jesus doesn’t need to be there physically to be present. His word is all you need. Faith 
produces results. The Centurion realized that people under the authority of a ruler have 
the same power as that ruler they are under (vs. 9–10). 

 The Phoenician woman – Matthew 15:21–28 

 
Great faith requires persistence, boldness and an unwillingness to be denied. 
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 Peter at the temple – Acts 3:1–7, 12, 16 

 
You can exercise great faith for others. It is not our power or godliness that makes it 
happen. It’s in Jesus’ name and power (this is not a formula). We all have Jesus Christ, 
therefore we can all minister with what we have (vs. 6). 

 The woman with the issue of blood – Luke 8:43–48 

 
Pushing through the obstacles around us may be necessary so that we can better connect 
with Jesus. 

7. What is the purpose of great faith if we don’t see results? Hebrews 11:4, 6a, 22  

 
(To please God, it has effects for future generations) 

ACTIVATION 

A. Share a healing/miracle situation that needs healing, a miracle or great faith and 
have others pray for it.  

o When praying for healing, it is entirely appropriate to stop and ask if the individual 
has sensed a change. Encourage them to try moving the body part that was limited 
or evaluate if the pain has retreated. Prayer can continue again after the evaluation 
moment if full healing has not yet been experienced.  

o We can also encourage each other that God is working, even if the results cannot yet 
be seen.  

Often God will give words of knowledge, words of wisdom and words of prophecy that help 
to release gifts of healing miracles and faith.  

B. Take a moment in silence to listen or wait on God. Does anyone have something that 
we believe God is saying to the group or individuals in the group? 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

“To others the same Spirit gives faith. To others that one Spirit gives gifts of 
healing. To others he gives the power to do miracles . . .” 
 

1 Corinthians 12:9–10a, NIRV 
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HOLY SPIRIT @ HOME 

Through your life and through this series God has been speaking to you. Reflect on the 
areas that you need to grow in or exercise and experience. Take time to pray into these 
things with new confidence and faith. Step out as able. Just do it! 
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LEADER SUPPLEMENTS 
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1. THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 1 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON (not a force, concept, or an “it”) 

John 16:13–15 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; 
and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 
Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 
that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.  

The Trinity (Tri-unity of God) 

 The person of the Holy Spirit and the concept of the Trinity are inextricably 
connected 

 Although the concept of the Trinity is difficult to understand, once it is accepted 
“by faith” it answers more questions than it creates 

 Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God [Elohim - pl] created the heavens and 
the earth.” 

 Genesis 1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.’ ” 

 Psalm 110:1 – “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make 
Your enemies Your footstool.’ ” 

 Matthew 3:16–17 – “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.’ ” 

 The doctrine of the Trinity, although taught in Scripture and alluded to in the 
church councils of history, was clearly articulated in the First Council of 
Constantinople of AD 381. 

Sebellianism – a 2nd-Century heresy that God is one person in 3 modes 
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Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed (emphasis added) 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father 
before all ages, Light of Light, True God of True God, Begotten, not made, of one essence 
with the Father, by Whom all things were made: 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; 

And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; 

And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
Who proceedeth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets; 

And I believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

I look for the Resurrection of the dead, 

And the Life of the age to come. Amen. 

Understanding the Spirit Realm 

 The Holy Spirit seems to interact on the physical realm from the spiritual realm 

 Holy Spirit = “hagios pneuma” (Greek) = holy wind, breath, or spirit 

Holy Spirit is the Power Broker of the Godhead 

 Psalm 104:30 – “You send forth Your Spirit, they [heaven and earth] are created; 
and You renew the face of the earth.” 

 Acts 10:38 – “. . . God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him.” 

 Also see Acts 1:8; Genesis 1:2 

Holy Spirit is the Convictor of the World 

 John 16:8–11 – “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of 



50 Days in the Spirit: The church ignited 

56 

righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.” 

 Sin of Unbelief 

- They must first know they are lost 
- People all know they are sinful—level is due to work of Holy Spirit 

 
 Righteousness 

- What is right as well as wrong 
- Jesus is not around to tell us 

 
 Judgment 

- That they will be judged on basis of sin & rejection of Christ’s redemption 
- Holy Spirit convinces that there are consequences 

Holy Spirit Is the Worker of Salvation (regeneration) 

 John 3:5 – “. . . Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

Holy Spirit Is the Revealer of Wisdom 

 1 Corinthians 2:10–12 – “…the Spirit searches all things…” and reveals them to us. 
When we hear from God or Jesus – we have heard from Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit Baptizes Us into the Body of Christ 

 1 Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body...” 

Jesus Baptizes Us with the Holy Spirit 

 Luke 3:16 – “. . . and He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

If we are already indwelt with the Holy Spirit at conversion (Romans 8:8), what is the 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit? 

a) Upon this conversion they received the Holy Spirit (indwelling). 

 John 20:21–22 – So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
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 This was the moment of Christian conversion for Jesus disciples. It could not 
have occurred earlier because He had not yet gone to cross, been resurrected 
from dead and ascended to the Father. 

b) Baptism with Holy Spirit is clearly a separate and subsequent event from salvation. 

 Luke 24:49  

Behold, I send the Promise of my Father [John 16:7] upon you; but tarry in 
the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high. 

 Acts 19:1–6  

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 
through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he 
said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 

So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a 
Holy Spirit.” 

And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, 

saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

c) Paul assumes these men are Christians; yet, wants to know if they have received the 
Baptism with Holy Spirit since. 

d) Baptism (Greek bapto) – to immerse 

 Acts 2:1–4 

 Room was filled; they were in room! 

 Old Testament prophets were said to have Holy Spirit come upon them, not 
to indwell them (Numbers 13:25, 1 Samuel 10:10–11) not to indwell them. 

e) Baptism in Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit coming upon you in an unusual and 
empowering way. 

 Acts 1:6–8 

f) In the Book of Acts the initial evidence of the Baptism with Holy Spirit was always 
speaking with other tongues. 

 Acts 1:4  - Jewish outpouring (Jerusalem) 

- 120 spoke in tongues, 3000 saved 
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 Acts 8:14–21 - Samaritan outpouring 

- v.21 “matter” = utterance (tongues) 

 Acts 10:44–46 - Roman outpouring (Caesarea)  

- saved first, then Holy Spirit, then tongues. 

 Acts 19:1–6 - Greek outpouring (Ephesus) 

    - saved first, then Holy Spirit, then tongues 

g) Must ask for Baptism with Holy Spirit 

 Luke 11:11–13 – “. . . how much more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him?”  

h) Must receive Holy Spirit by faith 

 Galatians 3:14 – “…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith.” 

i) Praying in tongues is not exactly the same as the Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues 

 1 Corinthians 14:12–16 

Holy Spirit Administers the Nine Spiritual Gifts 

 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–10 

Holy Spirit Gives Power and Anointing to Preach  

 1 Corinthians 2:4, 1 Thessalonians 1–5 

Holy Spirit Teaches and Gives Us Understanding of the Word. 

 John 14:26 

Holy Spirit Guides the Lives of Believers 

 John 16:13, Romans 8:14 

Holy Spirit Helps Us to Pray 

 Romans 8:26–27, Jude 20, Ephesians 6:18 
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Holy Spirit Produces the Fruit of the Spirit in the Believer 

 Galatians 5:22–23
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2. RECEIVING THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 2 

Preface – Heart Attitude When Talking About Spiritual Things 

Guard against arrogance, pride, looking down upon others.  

What the Holy Spirit Does 

The Holy Spirit is working in and around us – before and during salvation.  

 Convicts the world of sin, the need for righteousness and judgment to come – John 
16:8–12 

 Guides the lives of believers – John 16:13, Romans 8:14 

 Teaches and gives us understanding of the Word – John 14:26 

 Produces the fruit of the Spirit in the believer – Galatians 5:22–23 

 Brings truth back to remembrance – John 14:26 

 Testifies of Jesus – John 15:26 

 Bears witness that we are His – 2 Corinthians 5 

More of the Power of the Holy Spirit 

The Scriptures talk of a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit which is beyond that of the 
relationship obtained at salvation. The term "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is used by John 
the Baptist in John 1:33, (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8) by Jesus in Acts 1:5, and by Peter in Acts 
11:16. This phenomenon is also spoken of as being "filled with the Spirit" in Acts 2:1–4.  

This deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit is found in the prophetic words of Joel 2:28–
29, where God tells of pouring out His Spirit on all people, the results of which will “cause 
the sons and daughters to prophesy, the old men to dream dreams and the young men to 
see visions.” This outpouring, which would even affect the servants, was first described in 
Acts 2.  

Baptism of the Holy Spirit is Different from Salvation 

 Jesus exhorted the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until after they had received the 
Holy Spirit and had been clothed with power from on high (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4–5, 8). 
Note that this was after Jesus breathed on them and told them to receive the Holy 
Spirit (John 20:22), and it was after Jesus opened the disciples’ minds so they could 
understand the scriptures (Luke 24:45). 
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 The new believers in Samaria were water baptized, yet they had not yet received 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:12, 15–16). 

 Simon the sorcerer became a believer and was water baptized, yet he realized that 
he was missing a dynamic aspect of the Holy Spirit in his life (Acts 8:13 ,19–20). 

 Paul had an encounter with Jesus, submitted to the Lordship of Jesus, yet needed 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to be baptized (Acts 9:3–6, 17–18). 

 The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles after they heard the word of God and believed 
in Jesus for the remission of sins (Acts 15:7–8), yet they were not water baptized 
until later (Acts 10:43–44, 47–48). 

 Paul asks the Ephesians if they had received the Holy Spirit since they had believed 
(Acts 19:1–2). If receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit was synonymous with 
believing, then Paul would have just asked if they were believers, and would have 
known that they had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Later, after they are 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (v. 5), Paul lays hands on them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit (v. 6). 

So important that Paul commanded it  

 Ephesians 5:18, “. . . be filled with the Holy Spirit” – a command! 

Different from Water Baptism  

Further references to this extra dimension of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and how it is 
distinct from water baptism are as follows: 

 The new believers in Samaria were water baptized, yet they had not yet received 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:12, 15–16). 

 Simon the sorcerer became a believer and was water baptized, yet he realized that he 
was missing a dynamic aspect of the Holy Spirit in his life (Acts 8:13, 19–20). 

 The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles after they heard the Word of God and believed 
in Jesus for the remission of sins, yet they were not water baptized until later (Acts 
10:43–44, 47–48; Acts 15:7–8). 

What does the Baptism of the Holy Spirit do?  

 Power over the enemy (Luke 4:1–11) being filled with the Holy Spirit … was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness. 

 Helps us to be effective witnesses – Acts 1:8 

 Gives power – dunamis – Acts 1:8 
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 Power of the Spirit of God  

o Luke 4:18  

o Acts 10:38  

o Matthew 12:28  

 Gives power and anointing to preach – 1 Corinthians 2:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:5 

 Administers the nine spiritual gifts – 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–10 

 Overflows from within – John 7:37  

 Provision of personal spiritual language – Speaking in Tongues 

How to Receive This Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

1) Ask for it – Luke 11:13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask Him!" 

2) Expect to receive it - Believe God that He will give His Holy Spirit to us in accordance 
with His Word. We receive the Holy Spirit not by our own works but by believing what 
we have heard. People tend to lean on sense and emotions; therefore, if one does not 
have a "sense of righteousness" or feel worthy, one closes oneself off from the 
blessings of God.  

a. Galatians 3:2 “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”  

b. Galatians 3:14 “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles 
in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 

3) We must be willing to submit ourselves to the will of God – In Acts 2:37–38, the people 
were pricked in their hearts and were willing to ask, "What shall we do?" Peter told 
them to repent and be baptized and then they would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Blatant sin, if not dealt with, may hinder our receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:18–23). 

4) In faith step out and use it – In faith, we need to step out and begin using and 
exercising that which God has given us. Faith is the condition upon which one can 
receive anything from God (Hebrews 11:6, James 1:6–8). 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not something to have, but to use. 
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Why is Personal Prayer Language Important? 

Benefits of speaking in tongues: 

1) Personal Edification – builds up the individual who speaks, 1 Corinthians 14:4 

2) Helps us in our prayer life – Romans 8:26–28 when don’t know how to pray, Helps us 
pray well, pray longer.  

c. Things that wouldn’t have worked for good now do work for good.  
(Context of Romans 8:28) 

d. 1 Corinthians 14:17 – praying in the Spirit one gives thanks well. 

e. 1 Corinthians 14:15 –17 – can pray, sing, and bless or give thanks, in the Spirit; 
enables enduring prayer, run out of words to pray 

3) Increases faith – Jude 20 

4) Part of weapons in Ephesians 6 – praying in the Spirit  

5) As a sign which may convince the unbeliever  

f. Mark 16:17 – “These signs will follow those that believe . . .” 

g. 1 Corinthians 14:22 – Both Jesus and Paul speak of tongues being a sign. 

Speaking in tongues is so important that Paul gives his desire – 1 Corinthians 14:5, “I wish 
you all spoke with tongues.” 

Paul also gives a divine order – 1 Corinthians 14:39, “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly 
to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.” 

If God has something for us that will strengthen us, we need all He can give us. It is arrogant 
to say, “Thanks for the gift, but I won’t use it.” 

Not an event but a journey, one of being more and more like Christ, being more and more 
led by the Spirit. 

With the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes the power of the Holy Spirit, gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and a personal prayer language (tongues). 

What keeps us from receiving our spiritual language? 

*see NEXT ARTICLE – “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit” (PAGE 17)‐  
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Questions about speaking in tongues 

1) “I prayed to receive, but nothing happened”   

 The gift is offered but you need to receive it. A response is necessary.  

 As part of our salvation walk – in Colossians 2:6, “As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” 

 How did you get saved? (The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ.) Yet, at some point we need to respond in faith and trust that God is 
going to give salvation; trust Him, not yourself and trust His work and His 
provision, not your understanding.  

 As it is a gift, we need to learn how to use the gift. Like a cell phone—if it is 
in my pocket but I never know how to use it, it is of no value to me. 

2) “It seems weird, it doesn’t make any sense”  

 Faith is required. Trust that it makes sense to God; trust that your obedience is 
pleasing to God. 

3) “I feel like I’m making it up” 

 Luke 11:13 – trust that God is faithful 

Other Blockages 

We present these other points to you as leaders, but they refer to 
abnormal situations. Take care in using them because you can put guilt 
and condemnation upon people that is unwarranted unless God is truly 
leading you. 

1) Occult activities - If an individual has been involved in occult activities, séances, 
hypnotism, tarot card reading, divination, etc. and has not renounced these activities 
verbally or at least in their heart, then this could be an area of their lives that is not 
fully submitted to the Spirit of God. As such it would be difficult for the Spirit to fully 
control the individual without there being a submission of that prior activity to the 
Lordship of Jesus (Galatians 5:16–21; James 4:4–10). 

2) Unconfessed sin - Deliberate acts of sin which have not been properly dealt with can 
affect how God hears our prayers and can cause us to be separated from Him (Psalm 
66:18; Galatians 5:16–21). 

3) Wrong motives - Incorrect motives can cause us to miss out on God’s blessing for us, 
(Acts 8:20–23; James 4:3). 



Leader Training 2.  Receiving the baptism of the holy spirit 

65 

*If any of these three dynamics are present, the person will know instantly what the 
problem is and will not need a lot of introspection to find out the issue. 

All Believers Are At Different Levels 

1) Some need first release in spiritual language 

 Acts 2:ff 

  Luke 24:49 "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the 
city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high." 

2) Some need more involvement 

 2 Timothy 1:5 “I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands.” 

 1 Timothy 4:14 “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by 
prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.” 

3) Some need to be filled again 

 Acts 4:31 after opposition and persecution and threats, “And when they had 
prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness.” 

Even after ministering the Word of God with prayer and the laying on of hands, some people 
still do not receive their personal prayer language, that of speaking in tongues. One should 
be careful not to put any undue pressure upon the individual. Receiving and responding to 
the Holy Spirit is not something which can be forced by another individual; instead, it is 
that which comes as one voluntarily opens up greater areas of one’s will, emotions, and 
intellect to the Holy Spirit.  

If a person has been prayed for with the laying on of hands and has not received their 
prayer language, encourage them not to be frustrated. Often people start speaking in 
tongues at home when others aren’t around and they aren’t as conscious of themselves. 
Encourage them to continue to seek for more of God’s gifts and remind them that as they 
are open to Him, He will bless them with this gift also. 
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2B. THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

A. Distinct from Salvation or Water Baptism 

The Scriptures talk of a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit which is beyond that of 
the relationship obtained at salvation. The term "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is used by 
John the Baptist in John 1:33, by Jesus in Acts 1:5, and by Peter in Acts 11:16. This 
phenomenon is also spoken of as being "filled with the Spirit" in Acts 2:1–4.  

This deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit is found in the prophetic words of Joel 2:28–
29, where God tells of pouring out His Spirit on all people, the results of which will cause 
the sons and daughters to prophesy, the old men to dream dreams and the young men 
to see visions. This outpouring, which would even affect the servants, was first 
described in Acts 2.  

Further references to this extra dimension of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and how it 
is distinct from water baptism are as follows: 

1) Jesus exhorted the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until after they had received the Holy 
Spirit and had been clothed with power from on high (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4–5, 8). Note 
that this was after Jesus breathed on them and told them to receive the Holy Spirit 
(John 20:22), and it was after Jesus opened the disciples’ minds so they could 
understand the scriptures (Luke 24:45). 

2) The new believers in Samaria were water baptized, yet they had not yet received the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:12, 15–16). 

3) Simon the Sorcerer became a believer and was water baptized, yet he realised that 
he was missing a dynamic aspect of the Holy Spirit in his life (Acts 8:13, 19–20). 

4) Paul had an encounter with Jesus, submitted to the Lordship of Jesus, yet needed to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit and to be baptized (Acts 9:3–6, 17–18). 

5) The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles after they heard the Word of God and believed in 
Jesus for the remission of sins (Acts 15:7–8), yet they were not water baptized until 
later (Acts 10:43–44, 47–48). 

6) Paul asks the Ephesians if they had received the Holy Spirit since they had believed 
(Acts 19:1–2). If receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit was synonymous with 
believing, then Paul would have just asked if they were believers, and would have 
known that they had received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Later, after they are 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5), Paul lays hands on them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6). 
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B. Speaking in Tongues: the Scriptural Evidence for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  

In all the scriptural instances where the Holy Spirit falls upon the people for the first 
time, the people spoke in new tongues to the Lord. 

By looking at the examples within the Scriptures we see: 

1) In God’s sovereign precedence, He pours out His Holy Spirit along with the gift of 
tongues (Acts 2:4). 

2) Ananias is sent that Paul might receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17). Paul later states 
that he is glad that he speaks in tongues profusely (1 Corinthians 14:18). 

3) Cornelius’s household receives the Baptism in the Holy Spirit with speaking in tongues 
(Acts 10:45–46). 

4) The church at Ephesus receives the Holy Spirit along with speaking in tongues.  
(Acts 19:2, 6). 

5) The believers in Samaria receive the Holy Spirit after Peter lays hands on them. 
Though the word “tongues” is not mentioned in this passage, Simon saw the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit as the apostles laid hands on the believers. Simon 
had already seen healings and the casting out of demons, yet he had not seen 
anything like that which took place when the Holy Spirit was poured out. One could 
conclude that he heard the same manifestation as was present in the other instances 
above -- that of speaking in tongues.  

Interestingly, Peter says to Simon that he has “no part or share in this ministry.” The 
Greek word for ministry is the same word which is translated as “speech” or 
“utterance” elsewhere in the scriptures. Some commentators state that Peter’s 
statement should better be translated as “you have no part or share in this speech or 
utterance.” Consequently, it would clearly indicate that the people in Samaria were 
speaking in tongues (Acts 8:15–21). 

6) One of the signs that will accompany those who believe is that “they will speak in new 
tongues” (Mark 16:17). 

C. Personal Tongues and the Usage of Tongues in Public Ministry 

The Bible shows that there are two general categories of speaking in tongues. These 
two categories can be seen in the following scriptures: 

1) Tongues as a personal prayer language, received at the time the person is baptized in 
the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:4–6; 10:45–47, 19:6). In these scriptures, the individuals receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit along with speaking in tongues. These scriptures imply the 
use of tongues as a personal prayer language for communion, prayer, worship, and 
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praise to God on a continuing personal basis (also 1 Corinthians 14:1–4, 14–15; Jude 
20; Romans 8:26–27, Ephesians 6:18). This use of tongues is for the building up of the 
specific individual who is praying in tongues. 

When a person is using their personal prayer language, i.e. praying in tongues they 
are praying unto God and the words spoken in tongues in this context do not need to 
be interpreted.  In the context of personal praying in tongues, the prayer or praise or 
giving of glory is directed towards God, 1 Corinthians 14:2 says that “he who speaks 
in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him…” (NKJV) 

2) Tongues as a public ministry given in the assembly to communicate to the church and 
to be a sign to the unbeliever (1 Corinthians 12:10; 12:29–30; 14:5, 21–22). This use of 
tongues is for the purpose of public ministry. This message would be addressed to other 
people and therefore will need to be interpreted for the benefit of others listening. This gift 
of tongues will be used for the sake of building up the whole church as the Spirit gives 
direction. In most cases, it will be necessary to have tongues with interpretation to 
enable the people to understand what is said (1 Corinthians 14:5–13).  

An exception to this would be where one gives a message in tongues and it is 
understood in a language of one of the listeners. 

NOTE: 1 Corinthians 14:14–15 is a parenthetical statement or an aside which Paul 
inserts to discuss the personal use of tongues; as such, verses 13 & 16 would flow 
together in the context of group or public ministry when people use tongues. Some 
scriptures give guidelines for the use of both personal prayer language and tongues in 
public prayer ministry (e.g., 1 Corinthians 14:1–4). 

D. Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

When we look into the Scriptures, it appears as though baptism in water and baptism in 
the Holy Spirit were to be experiences which took place soon after salvation. Acts 2:38–
39 encourages us that the gift of the Holy Spirit is for those who respond to Christ and 
for “your children and for all who are far off–for all whom the Lord our God will call” 
(NIV).  

The following are some steps to help believers receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit: 

1) We must be willing to submit ourselves to the will of God. In Acts 2:37–38, the people 
were pricked in their hearts and were willing to ask, “What shall we do?” Peter told 
them to repent and be baptized and then they would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Blatant sin, if not dealt with, may hinder our receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:18–23). 

2) Ask for the Holy Spirit, knowing that our heavenly Father will not withhold any good 
thing from us (Luke 11:9–13). 
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3) Believe God that He will give His Holy Spirit to us in accordance with his Word. We 
receive the Holy Spirit not by our own works, but by believing what we have heard 
(Galatians 3:2). People tend to lean on sense and emotions; therefore, if one does not 
have a “sense of righteousness,” or feel worthy, one closes oneself off from the 
blessings of God.  

4) In faith, we need to step out and begin using and exercising that which God has given 
us. Faith is the condition upon which one can receive anything from God (Hebrews 
11:6, James 1:6–8). 

E. What Keeps Us From Receiving Our Spiritual Language? 

Remember we are to lovingly encourage, not in judgment condemning but to be merciful 
and gracious. Being filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues is not an event 
but a journey, one of being more and more like Christ, being more and more led by the 
Spirit. 

What Keeps Us from Receiving Our Spiritual Language? 

1) Not Knowing – don’t know that it is available – Acts 19:2, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?”  These Christians in Ephesus didn’t even know there was a 
Holy Spirit. 

2) Some people feel that there needs to be someone to interpret or else people cannot 
speak in tongues.  This is based upon 1 Corinthians 14:28; however there is a 
difference between a person speaking in tongues and a person delivering a message 
in tongues.   

a. A personal prayer language is inward, personal (between you and God) and 
edifies one’s own spirit. It could be used in prayer or worship and is directed 
towards God.    

b. A Message in Tongues is outward, it is directed toward others and requires an 
interpretation. 

3) Incorrect Teaching - Many individuals have previously received teaching against the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, specifically speaking in tongues.  This teaching, which does not 
line up with the complete Word of God, will cause conflicts within the individual and 
affect the faith of the person. The person must choose to believe the truth of God’s 
Word (Galatians 3:2; James 1:6–7). 

a. “. . . don’t I have the Holy Spirit already?” 

 Some people believe that when they become a Christian and become water 
baptized, they automatically have the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. However when we 
read Acts 8, we see that people in Samaria have been saved and water baptized but 
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they were missing the baptism in the Holy spirit until the apostles Peter and John 
came and laid hands on them that they might receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  
Clearly the Baptism in the Holy Spirit was more than what happened at salvation or 
at water baptism. 

b.  “. . .  tongues have ceased” – 1 Corinthians 13:8-9, “Love never fails. But 
whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they 
will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, 
then that which is in part will be done away.” 

 Here the scripture says that these gifts are given till what is perfect 
comes. Some people feel that this verse validates the fact the gifts 
will cease.  They feel that the perfect thing which came was the Bible 
and when the Bible came there was no longer any need for the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.  However when Paul writes he never refers to that 
which is perfect as being the Bible.  For the Apostle Paul “that which 
is perfect” refers either to the Church coming to full maturity or to 
the return of Jesus Christ. Both of these events happen at the same 
time at the end of the age. 

 Some people believe that speaking in tongues has ceased, that it was 
only for the NT church or that speaking in tongues was to help get 
the church started so that mission work into other countries could 
go forth at a greater rate. However there is more need now for the 
kingdom of God to move into the masses of people throughout the 
world than there was then.  There are presently ten times more 
people in unsaved people groups now than the total number of 
people living at the time of Jesus Christ and the early church.  The 
need for evangelization is greater now than ever!  

In a similar way, some people believe that speaking in tongues was 
not a spiritual language but rather a simple way for the early church 
to quickly do mission work since they would not need to study 
linguistics.  Yet the need for Bible translation and linguistics is just 
as prevalent as in the days of the early church. The 120 disciples in 
the upper room spoke in tongues on the day of Pentecost yet there 
are 2000 people groups who do not yet have the Bible in their own 
language.  The present need is greater now than in the NT times. 

 Those that believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit, speaking in 
tongues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit have ceased are 
cessationists.  Cessationism is the doctrine that the apostolic gifts 
ceased with the original twelve apostles. Continuationism is the 
doctrine that the Holy Spirit may bestow the sign gifts to persons 
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other than the original twelve apostles, at any time in the Church 
age 

 There are historical references to Christians speaking in tongues all 
through history since the time of Jesus ascension into heaven. 

c. “. . . it’s only for the present generation”  

 The Apostle Peter tells us that the baptism in the Holy Spirit (and 
speaking in tongues) is for the present generation and their children 
and those afar off.  It was not just for that generation of believers.  
Acts 2:38-39, “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’  39For the promise is 
to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call."  

 {REF. Leaders Supplement “Spirit Baptism in the Early Church To 
Present” – PAGE 66} 

d. “. . . not everyone gets this gift of tongues”  

 Some people feel that speaking in tongues, the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
or the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for a select few.  They use the 
verses in 1 Corinthians 12:30 where Paul implies or indicates that 
“Not All” will speak with tongues.  It is important to understand that 
in this context Paul is referring specifically to the nine gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and to the leadership gifts of Ephesians 4:11-12.  In this 
context he is not referring to a person’s personal prayer language 
but rather to a message in tongues given in a public context.  

 In keeping with 1 Corinthians 12:7 “but the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” 

 The gifts are for public use, a public exercise (14:26) that will 
edify the church (14:12–13). When using tongues in a public 
ministry, the requirement of interpretation is faithfully 
observed (14:27–28).   

 Tongues in this usage (public message) is with limited 
distribution 

 In 1 Corinthians 14:5 he says, “I wish you all” speak with tongues.  
Paul is distinguishing the public usage from the personal usage; here 
it is used for edifying the believer in times of private praise, prayer, 
and worship of God (14:2).  This usage is broad involvement, so 
broadly available that Paul says that he wishes all to have usage of 
it. 
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 Acts 2:17–18 (quoting Joel 2:28 ff) the whole family of believers is 
intended to receive and share in this facet of ministry—sons, 
daughters, man servants and maid servants. 

 Acts 2:38–39  “this gift is to all even those who are afar off.” What 
gift? – Holy Spirit, but also that of tongues, which is what the people 
just heard. 

e. “. . . isn’t prophecy preferred over tongues?” – 1 Corinthians 14:5 – yes, in the 
public context for the edification of all the believers. But personally we are to 
all speak in tongues. 

f. “. . . Jesus never spoke in tongues” – If Jesus didn’t need to and if He didn’t do 
it, then why do I need to?    

 In Acts 1:8 Jesus tells us that we need the power from on high which 
transformed the believers into world changers. When the power 
came, their prayer language came. 

 Reviewing the benefits from speaking in tongues, edification, 
increased faith, prayer life, these were unlimited in Jesus. 

 Since Jesus had unhindered prayer connection with the Father 
He would not need to speak in tongues. 

 By definition what language did Jesus – the Living Word – not 
understand?  

 Since Jesus was anointed without measure, there was no limit 
to His communion and strength from God; He did not need to 
speak in tongues to edify Himself. 

g. “. . . you need to have an interpreter”    

 Some people think that because the scripture says that if anyone 
were to speak in tongues there should be an interpreter present or 
pray that they should interpret themselves. Because there is not an 
interpreter present when they are by themselves, then they conclude 
that they should not speak in tongues. However, it is important to 
understand the difference between speaking in tongues as a 
personal spiritual language and speaking in tongues as a message in 
tongues.  One’s personal prayer language does not need to be 
interpreted as that is between you and God. However, when a 
message in tongues is given to others then that needs to be 
interpreted so the others will understand what is being spoken.. 

4) Bad experiences – Some individuals have been prayed for or have seen others prayed 
for in the past.  These experiences may have clouded their willingness to be prayed 
for or ministered to now.  Certain church teachings or situations may have left the 
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individual feeling condemned, “second class,” or even unsaved because they did not 
speak in tongues or receive the Holy Spirit.   

We should endeavour to be sensitive to these people, remembering that we do 
not have to force the Holy Spirit upon anyone.  Be careful that we do not put any 
undue pressure upon individuals, making them feel that they have to do 
something or receive something or else they’ll “never get out of here.” 

 ex. Bad representation from others – “If they have the Holy Spirit and 
that is how they act, I don’t want it. I don’t want to be arrogant, 
haughty, puffed up, or showing off.” 

 

5) I have to pray all night to get it – Some believers misunderstand what is required to 
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and their personal prayer language.  They feel 
that long hours of prayer are needed to qualify to receive the Holy Spirit. Though the 
disciples had to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit, the promise is now available to 
every Christian who asks for it. (Luke 24:49, "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father 
upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 
high.") 

6) Feelings of unworthiness - Some believers do not realize that the Holy Spirit is given 
as a gift (Acts 2:38).  They feel that they must perform at a certain level or have their 
lives in “order” before they are worthy to receive the Holy Spirit.   

Scripture shows that the Holy Spirit is given to bring us to sanctification (to be 
set apart unto God) (1 Peter 1:2) and maturity (John 16:13); He is not given 
because we are sanctified or mature. 

 Galatians 3:2 – “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith?” The Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues is given 
not because we are good (fulfilling the Law), but because we are not 
good enough.   

7) We do not qualify. When feeling that we are not good enough, or do not qualify, we 
need to remember that the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues is given not because 
we are good, but because we are not good enough.  We need it to help us get better.  
Galatians 3:2, “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith?”  We receive the Holy Spirit and our prayer language because we hear about it 
being available, and in faith we receive it, not because we work hard enough to merit 
receiving it. 

8) Wrong expectations    

a. No desire – sometimes people don’t receive their spiritual payer language 
because they don’t want it.  They think there must be a better choice: If God 
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were to give me a gift, I certainly wouldn’t want it to be tongues.  We forget 
that tongues is God’s idea, not ours and that God has a purpose for it.  We 
might not value it but if God has something for us we should get everything 
that we can.   

 Tongues are important: 

o Jesus was the first one to mention tongues in the New Testament 
(Mark 16:17). 

o Speaking in tongues is the first sign or gift of a believer mentioned 
by Jesus in Mark 16.  

o Speaking in tongues is first sign or gift given at Pentecost. 

b. Misplaced expectations – Sometimes people expect that something is going 
to happen but they have predetermined what that something is going to be.  
Hence when nothing happens or when what we expect to happen didn’t 
happen as anticipated, we are disillusioned, frustrated or skeptical.  However 
expectation is essential.  We should be expecting that we would sense the 
Holy Spirit in a deeper or more real way. 

9) Thinking that something will overpower you – that God will control you and it will 
happen with a huge wave of emotions. 

 Some people wrongly feel that speaking in tongues is some type of linguistic 
seizure rather than a voluntary point of participation with the Holy Spirit 
giving utterance. 

 Some have asked for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and have had few 
emotions and as a consequence have felt ripped off as if they did not 
receive the real thing.  

10) Fear - People fear that they will be become wacky or weird.  We need to realize that 
the Holy Spirit is the comforter – He will not force himself upon you, nor will He force 
you into anything that is not for your highest good. 

a. Fear of seeking an experience for experience’s sake.  Beware of 
manipulation, emotionalism, and suggestiveness. 

b. Fear of losing control or of embarassment – the God-given power of our will is 
never intended to be out of control.    

 1 Corinthians 14:15 “What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.” 
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 1 Corinthians 14:30–32, “But if anything is revealed to another who sits 
by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all 
may learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets.” 

 1 Corinthians 14:27  “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at 
the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret.” (means that control 
is present) 

c.  Fear of failure after receiving Holy Spirit and prayer language. Those who 
speak in tongues are still fallible people. People fear that after receiving the 
Holy Spirit, the individual will end up sinning and hence violate or offend God 
because of the sinfulness of the vessel who has received the Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. We need to understand that people who are Spirit-filled and 
speak in tongues: 

 Are not better than anyone else.   
 Are more conscious of their sinfulness. If the Spirit is truly working 

within a Spirit-filled believer they will be more conscious of their sinful 
condition and their constant need for Christ.  If the Spirit of God is truly 
working within us, then we may rightly testify that we are better 
Christians than we were before, because of our responding to Him.  We 
have not yet arrived, there is much more to press into.. 

d. Fear of what will happen if they don’t speak in tongues – People think that 
perhaps they will be pushed down when prayed for, that they might have to 
pray all night, or that they won’t be able to leave the meeting till they speak 
in tongues.  There is fear that they might be rejected or seen as second-class 
Christians or perhaps others will think that you are not even a Christian if 
you don’t speak in tongues.   

11) A lack of faith – Faith is essential to receiving the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:2; James 1:6–
7). Lack of faith is typically shown by an unwillingness to attempt to speak in tongues.   

Speaking in tongues seems uncommon and non-natural—in some point it is unnatural, 
it is supernatural.  On the other side, in non-unilingual cultures, it is common to hear 
people speak other languages that we don’t know. 
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3. SPIRIT BAPTISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH  
TO PRESENT 

 Justin Martyr (108–168) wrote to Trypho, a Jewish leader, “The Church is 
speaking in tongues, prophesying, and praying for the sick by the power of 
the Holy Ghost.”  

 Irenaeus (c 130–202) in his work “Against Heresies,” reported of how in his 
own day, “We also hear many brethren in the Church who possess prophetic 
gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages...whom also 
the apostle (i.e. St. Paul) terms spiritual.”  

 Clement of Alexandria (c 155–220) endorsed Pentecostal phenomena under 
the category of “the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit.”  

As the Roman Catholic Church developed, the phenomenon of Spirit baptism 
became increasingly a matter of ritual.  

 By the end of the fifth century, general practice called for a church to build 
a special chapel behind the baptistry as a place for receiving the Spirit. 
After being baptized in water, the candidate would proceed to the prayer 
chapel, and there have hands laid upon him by the bishop and be anointed 
with oil.  

o The bishop would pray that God would send His Holy Spirit, but in the 
passage of time, less and less, and finally, no outward phenomena 
was expected.  

o Today, the ordinance of confirmation is the outgrowth of this 
practice, and Catholic doctrine holds that on this occasion the 
candidate receives the baptism in the Holy Spirit. It is clear that no 
phenomena comparable to those of the first day of Pentecost are 
ordinarily expected. 

 12th Century – St. Hildegard, an Abbess in a German convent is credited with 
having spoken and interpreted various languages otherwise unknown to 
her, and with having enjoyed striking spiritual experiences that today 
would be described as Pentecostal.  

 1300’s – In Europe, Vincent Ferrer (1357–1419) preached from region to 
region, professedly being given the gift of tongues to communicate with the 
various peoples. 

 In the Far East, Francis Xavier (1506–1552) similarly ministered in languages 
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that he had not learned. 

 The Jansenites of the seventeenth century, particularly when these 
reformers were expelled from church institutions in France, responded with 
heightened spiritual concern. The scene of some of their most fervent 
Pentecostal worship was at the St. Medard Cemetery of Paris. 

Many of the pre-reformation reforming parties that separated from the Catholic 
Church were Pentecostal in practice to a greater or lesser degree.  

 The general name of “Paulicians” is given to these and they are considered 
to have existed for upwards of seven centuries prior to the Reformation. 

o Among the various groups in the Paulician tradition were the 
Petrobrusians, the Beguine, the Cathari or Albigenses, the Waldenses, 
the Euchites, the Bogomils, and the Apostolici.  

o It would probably be held today, that although these groups were 
alert to errors within the Catholic Church, they fell short of complete 
truth. However, they all had in common that they sought to be 
“vehicles of the Holy Spirit.” It is recorded, for instance, that the 
Apostolici imposed as a qualification for membership in their highest 
order, that one should have received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

 The historian Erich Sauer ascribes all the spiritual gifts, including tongues, to 
Martin Luther (1483–1546).  
 

 In the period from 1688 to 1701, at least 8,000 followers were proclaimed as 
Pentecostal prophets. Records tell of meetings with groups of children, 
some as young as three years, where startling prophecies were given to 
reveal the hearts of spectators or to proclaim profound facts and insights. 
Speakers sometimes remained in ecstatic trances for hours, constantly 
uttering prophetic messages, both in the vernacular, and in classic and 
foreign languages.  
 

 In the seventeenth century, a branch of the Dutch Baptists known as the 
Collegiants or Rhynsburgers reacted against what they took to be excessive 
clerical leadership.  
 

o They developed the ministry of “prophetic openings’1 whereby they 
encouraged individuals to manifest what appear as Pentecostal-like 
ministries. As persecuted heretics driven abroad, they too 



50 Days in the Spirit: The church ignited 

78 

contributed to the development of the Quakers and also the Seekers 
and the Ranters.  

o The Quakers, which began about 1650, certainly were committed to 
aspects of Pentecostalism, and this is substantiated by their name 
which describes their response within their meetings to spiritual 
demonstrations.  

 A century later, beginning in 1739, the Methodists also enjoyed Pentecostal 
experiences, although they did not make Pentecostalism an essential tenet 
of faith. It is commonly noted that at least until the 1780’s miraculous 
spiritual manifestations were common in Methodist meetings.  

o A typical testimony is that of Thomas Walsh, a well-known Methodist 
preacher in 1750: “This morning the Lord gave me a language that I 
knew not of, raising my soul to Him in a wonderful manner.”  

o Founder John Wesley wrote: “The Holy Ghost enables men to speak in 
tongues, prophesy, and manifest other spiritual gifts.” 

 The great Kentucky camp meeting revivals of the early nineteenth century 
encouraged a wide variety of spiritual demonstrations and manifestations.  

 Beginning in 1824, a branch of the Seventh Day Adventists known as the 
“Gift Adventists” flourished in New England, and they encouraged the 
profession and practice of Pentecostal phenomena. Many orthodox 
Christian leaders of this era testified to personal experiences of Spirit 
baptism.  

 Charles G. Finney (1792–1875) reported that in 1825: “I received a mighty 
baptism of the Holy Ghost.”  

 Dwight L. Moody (1837–1899) wrote movingly of a remarkable answer to his 
prayer that God would fill him with His Spirit, and it is reliably reported that 
on one occasion when Moody was preaching he began to speak in tongues.  

 The widely read devotional author, Samuel Chadwick, testified that in 1882 
he received the gift of the Holy Spirit as God led him to Pentecost. 

 In the later decades of the nineteenth century the circle of Spirit baptized 
believers in North America steadily grew. Scholars such as R. A. Torrey 
(1856-1928) and A. B. Simpson (1843-1919) popularized the expression 
“baptism in the Holy Spirit.”  

 Such an event occurred on New Year’s Day, 1901, in the Bethel Bible School 
of Topeka, Kansas. The students of this school had been assigned by their 
principal, Rev. Charles Parham, to determine the Biblical evidence for the 
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baptism in the Holy Spirit. They had concluded that tongues were the 
evidence, and the Pentecostal experience of a coed student, Miss Agnes 
Ozman, in the New Year prayer meeting, confirmed their conclusion. Other 
students soon received also, and before long classes were suspended while 
the students and their teacher set forth to evangelize those churches that 
would receive their message.  

 One of the most notable revivals conducted by the Topeka students was in 
Alvin, Texas. There, in a few weeks, 134 persons received a Pentecostal 
experience and spoke in other tongues. Similar revivals occurred in this era 
in Ohio, Missouri and other central and southern states. 
 

 The celebrated Azusa Mission of Los Angeles, California, was an outgrowth 
of the Topeka revival that was transmitted by way of Texas. Although the 
Los Angeles outpouring began in the home of a Baptist minister, it soon 
moved to the nondescript meeting place known as the Azusa Mission—a 
former stable. The mission operated for only a few months in the year 1906, 
but even in that time a sufficient number of eminent Christian leaders 
received their personal Pentecost. The Azusa revival was encouraged by 
correspondence with Evan Roberts of the Welsh revival.  
 

 Today, at least twenty-six Pentecostal denominations trace their origin to 
the Azusa Mission. Parallel Pentecostal manifestations, also in 1906, 
occurred at the Holmes Bible Institute of Greenville, South Carolina, and 
from this revival the Pentecostal Holiness movement emerged. 
 

 A new stream of latter day Pentecostalism emerged in 1960 from St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Van Nuys, California. The Episcopal Rector, Dennis Bennett was led into a 
Pentecostal experience by the witness of Spirit‐baptized Episcopalians. The movement 
developed quietly and unpublicized within the church for some months. By the time it 
came into the open in April 1960, it included eight Episcopal ministers and nearly one 
hundred laymen. Dennis Bennet wrote the book “Nine O’clock In The Morning” which 
helped to spark the Charismatic movement amount the mainline protestant churches.  
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4. MANIFESTATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

It would be nice if everything about God and the Kingdom of God lined up with our linear 
or our non-linear mindset and if we could always understand everything about God and 
how He ministers and how the Spirit flows. But there are some things that we don’t 
understand. 
 
Salvation – we often see change:  

- 2 Corinthians 5:17, a new creation; old things have passed away; all things have 
become new. 

- Ezekiel 36:26, "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 
take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 

- Acts 8:8, “And there was great joy in that city.” 

- When Jesus is present, two types of emotion are exhibited (as seen at triumphant 
entry, John 12:13): 

o Praise thanksgiving, joy; 
o Criticism, constraint, complaining.  

- When Jesus and Holy Spirit are present physical bodies are touched. 
o Healing happens: Acts 10:38; Luke 7:22; Acts 3:8  
o Mental or obsessive desires are removed: 1 Corinthians 6: 9-11. 

- When the Holy Spirit comes we know that the power of God will be increased: 
o Acts 1:8 – dunamis 

We don’t always know the consequences of the Holy Spirit moving upon individuals and 
the church.  

- Jesus says that we cannot understand the moving and the working of the Holy 
Spirit: John 3:8.  

Sometimes when the Holy Spirit is upon individuals people will: 

- Fall forward: 1Kings 8:11  
- Fall backward: John 18:6 
- Fell as dead: Revelation 1:17 
- Shaking: Acts 7:32  
- Appear to be drunk, “drunk in the Spirit:” Acts 2:13-18 
- Groaning: Romans 8:26  
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- Roaring: Isaiah 5:29  
- Goosebumps, clucking, grunting, burping,  

 
Some people or cultures have an expectation that unless there is some manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit then it has not been a good service or they have not met with God. 

How do we process these manifestations? 

1. Manifestations may be a sign of God’s deep work in the individual:  
a. Making Himself real to the person; 
b. Dry people meeting God in ways that are beyond their control; and 
c. God refreshing His weary people. 

 
2. Manifestations are not a sign of spirituality, nor is it an indication of leadership 

nor is it an indication of greater anointing upon the person. 
 

3. The manifestations are not an automatic indication that God is working within the 
person. Just because a person is often “Slain in the Spirit” or “Drunk in the Spirit” 
does not meant that their character or sinful habits have changed. Change 
requires a submission of the will and desires, not a physical/bodily control by the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
4. The manifestations are not always in predictable ways; i.e. they sometimes show 

up in ways that would not be consistent with the nature of the individual. 
 

5. It is alright to ask what was happening – at times actions may seem bizarre even 
demonic. Get clarification before you judge them.  

 
6. Protect people – catch them if they are about to fall, cover immodest areas. 

 
7. If necessary remove them from being at the centre of focus. If individuals are 

causing a disturbance that is distracting the flow of the meeting, they may need to 
be helped to the side or the back of the meeting area so that their actions are not 
influencing the meeting or event. 

 
8. Help them to realise that they can be in control – with some help. In 1 Corinthians 

14:32, Paul talks about how the prophets were in control, they could stop 
prophesying and let others minister. If the prophets who would strongly sense the 
anointing of God could stop what they were doing to allow others to participate, 
then others could control how they are affected by the Spirit of God. The 
individuals may need some encouraging so that they focus on the right things to 
help them control the manifestations of the Spirit.  
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As we shepherd people in their walk with the Holy Spirit, we need to expect the breath of 
God’s Spirit upon individuals. The Spirit of God touching individuals in ways relevant to 
each person should be cherished. Though we might not understand how the Spirit of God 
is moving, we should never disdain or despise the way that He is impacting individuals. It 
is God’s Spirit flowing into and through people which brings the living water of God into 
people’s situations.  
 
(John 7:37-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:18-22; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 5:18-20) 
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5. SENSING THE LEADING OF GOD 
—HEARING God 

ref. Video: Leader Training Session 3 

The uniqueness of the Christian Faith  

 God is alive and He talks and communicates with us – John 10:27 

If we didn’t hear His voice we could not be a Christian  

 His spirit will convict of sin, of the need for righteousness and the judgement to 
come  
– John 16:8 

God is always talking, but we just don’t always hear Him  

 Many times we don’t hear Him because He is talking in areas that we aren’t listening.  

We do not deserve to hear from God  

 God speaks and leads because of His mercy and His desire to relate to us. 

HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE LEADING/DIRECTION OF GOD? 

1. PRACTICAL WAYS 

a. Through the multitude of counselors, team concept, getting advice from others – 
Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 24:6; Acts 15:1–29 

b. By searching out the matter or the situation, investigating, research – Proverbs 
25:2 

c. Through teachers and leaders and instructors – Deuteronomy 4:14 

d. Circumstances  

2. SPIRITUAL WAYS 

a. God speaks and leads by giving concepts, impressions, thoughts, promptings, 
or feelings  

‐ Often in a small still way  
‐ 1 Kings 19:11 Not in the wind, the shaking or the fire 
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THREE BASIC WAYS IN WHICH THE SPIRIT LEADS 

“SEER” – will readily see pictures in the mind. These pictures may require 
interpretation. Seek for direction as to what the picture or vision means. 

“HEARER” – you will hear what the Spirit says. This is not usually in an audible voice, 
but it could be. Normally you just feel like you are hearing something. In actuality, 
you are not hearing anything audible but you still feel as if you are hearing what 
you receive. To an unbelieving bystander, they would hear nothing.  

 Isaiah 30:21, “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the 
way, walk in it.’ Whenever you turn to the right hand Or whenever you turn 
to the left.” 

"KNOWER / FEELER" – you just seem to know something and it feels right but you 
could not explain to anyone how you know, you just know! It is like a built in sense 
of "what is".  

HINDRANCES TO SENSING GOD’S LEADING 

a) Busyness 
b) Cares of the world – Matthew 13:1–9, 18–30 
c) Lack of practice – Hebrews 5:14 
d) Despising the small things – Zechariah 4:10  

 Mostly in the prophetic God speaks words of; edification, comfort, 
exhortation – 1 Corinthians 14:3.  

DEVELOPING OUR SENSITIVITY 

a) Have an active personal devotion life – Matthew 7:22–23 
b) Journaling can help – Habbakuk 2:2–3 
c) Expect to Hear the voice of God – John 10:27 
d) Desire to Hear – 1 Corinthians 14:1  
e) Ask God for a hearing ear – Isaiah 50:4  
f) Practice – actually doing it – stepping out in faith – Hebrews 5:12–14  

JUDGING PROPHECY 

All words, specifically directive words, need to be judged. The more that the direction from 
God affects lives of individuals, the more evaluation or judging needs to be applied.  

1. Individual Free Will 
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Prophecy or directive words should never remove an individual’s free choice, 
whereby they feel that they are forced to “have to” obey God even though they don’t 
want to.  

2. Prophecy consists of three aspects:  

 REVELATION – that which God has shown 

 INTERPRETATION – what does that which is shown mean 

 APPLICATION – How do you walk out that which God has spoken? It is important 
that leadership process prophetic words with individuals so that they apply the 
words properly and don’t run astray with their own interpretation and 
application of the word.  

Be careful not to do all three at once. People who have had prophetic words given 
to them must work with others to help properly apply these words. 

We must realize that – We know in part and prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9).  
Be willing to admit that “I could be wrong.” 

The prophetic words are judged, judging is done using these simple principles  
(1 Corinthians 14:29): 

 by whether it lines up with the Word of God 
o Hebrews 4:12 
o 1 Timothy 6:3  

 by the witness of the Spirit 

o 1 John 2:27  
o 1 Corinthians 2:14–16 
o Colossians 3:15 – And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 

which also you were called in one body… (Not just peace in the 
heart of the one who receive the word, but peace in the heart of 
the leadership the person relates to ) 

 by whether it lines up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership 
presiding over the meeting – Galatians 2:1–2 

In judging the prophetic word, the leadership considers issues such as:  

 Its fruit – Matthew 7:15–20; Does it edify, build up or bring life?  
– 1 Corinthians 14:3 

 Is it a clear or confusing message, is there peace with the words that were 
given? – 1 Corinthians 14:6–7; 33  
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 Whether the person giving the message manifests the fruit of the Spirit – 
Galatians 5:16–26  

 Whether the word is true for those parts referring to the past or present. 
If it contains predictions, promises, etc. do these come to pass? – 
Deuteronomy 18:21–22. 
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6. THE GIFTS 
ref. Video: Leader Training Session 4 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-6 
 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.” 

 

  
What follows is a verse-by verse study of 1 Corinthians 12–14, as was presented in our 
training session. 

1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 12 

Verse 4 - There are diversities of gifts but the same spirit.  This talks of the nine gifts which are given 
by the Holy Spirit.  Paul will come back to talk of these more in v. 7 and following. 

Verse 5 - “There are differences of ministries” (NJKV) - As God pours out His Holy Spirit, one of the 
consequences is that He gives ministry gifts unto people, these ministry gifts are: the 
apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher and evangelist (Ephesians 4:11).  Such ministry gifting is 
not predominantly given to all people, but rather to chosen individuals who the Lord has 
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set into positions of oversight within the church.   Note that in Ephesians 4, it is the Lord 
Jesus who gives forth these gifts, and here in 1 Corinthians 12:5 the ministries come from 
the Lord also.  

Verse 6 - “diversities of activities” (NKJV) - God gives various motivational gifts to individuals within 
the church (Romans 12:3–8).  These gifts include, prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, 
giving, leadership and mercy.   Both Romans 12:3 and 1 Corinthians 12:6 state that these 
gifts come from God. 

Verse 7 - Back to talking about the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Note that these gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are for the profit of all.  It is not just for one person to enjoy but for the benefit of 
the whole body of Christ.  In general the gifts are not resident gifts in that once a person 
has received the gift of prophecy they will always be able to prophecy, this is why Paul 
exhorts them to seek the best gift (v. 31).  The best gift being that which will do the most 
good for the kingdom of God at that moment. 

It should be realized that the gifts of the Spirit often overlap so that a person exercising the gift of 
prophesy might also at times be exercising the gift of the word of wisdom.  One might first receive 
a word of knowledge about a person’s infirmity and then administer healing to the individual. 

Verse 8 - the Word of Wisdom - A specific, divine impartation of wisdom by the Spirit of God in order 
to meet a particular problem or need.  This is wisdom that is supernaturally given by God.  
This gift cannot be gained through study and experience, yet neither is it a substitute for 
study and experience.  It represents God’s divine perspective on the situation at hand, and 
at such it is not just some wisdom to be considered but rather “the word” on the subject.  
It is the answer or the solution, or the will of God for that particular situation.   Because a 
person has received a word of wisdom from God, this does not mean that they have “all 
wisdom”, they only have a “word” of wisdom.   

 - the Word of Knowledge - Being made aware of unknown details about past, present, or future 
situations through Divine inspiration.  This information is that which would have been 
humanly impossible to know.  It is not knowledge that comes through natural ability, 
observation, study, education or experience.  This may include: 

 knowledge of the thoughts of men’s hearts (Luke 5:22; 6:8);  
 it may show facts of the past, present or future (John 1:47–49; 4:16–19);  
 it may reveal where people are (Acts 9:10–11);   
 it may expose hypocrisy (Acts 5:1–10). 

Verse 9 - Faith - The supernatural ability to believe God for the impossible in a situation which is 
beyond the normal faith potential.  It is the impartation of faith to accomplish a specific 
task, face potentially overwhelming circumstances, or perseverance when facing 
dangerous situations.  This is not the general faith which believes God for provision, etc., 
nor is it the fruit of the spirit which is a continuing attribute within the character of the 
person.  It is a step beyond this where one just knows that a particular thing is the will of 
God and hence one is willing to step out and act in accordance with that faith.  This may 
be seen in action in the following instances:  

 Peter has faith to proclaim healing and then to pick up the man by the arm (Acts 3:1–7);  
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 in faith Peter tells Ananias and Sapphira what God will do to them (Acts 5:1–10);   
 Paul gives a word of faith to the crew, assuring them that none would perish  

(Acts 27:21–25). 

 - the Gifts of Healing -  The God-given ability to minister physical healing at specific times, to 
those in need.  Because it is called “gifts” (plural) means that there are various methods 
and ways in which healing can be accomplished. For example, healing may take place: 

 by the laying on of hands (Mark 16:16–18, Matthew 19:19); 
 through anointing with oil (Mark 6:13, James 5:14–15);  
 through the prayer of faith (James 5:15);  
 by the spoken word  (Luke 7:1–10, Matthew 8:8–10);   
 by applying mud to the eyes of the blind (John 9:6);  
 through the use of prayer cloths (Acts 19:11–12);  
 etc.. 

Verse 10 - the Working of Miracles - the manifestation of a supernatural act, which is naturally 
impossible and defies the physical laws of nature.  These miracles can be used to validate 
the word preached and the ministry of an individual,  

 Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

 Matt 14:29 – Peter walking on water – two gifts in operation, faith and miracles 

 - Prophecy - Speaking under the direct unction of the Holy Spirit the mind and counsel of God.  
Prophecy is more that preaching or teaching for it has a dynamic energy in its words that 
is empowered by the Holy Spirit, preaching may include prophecy at times, but it is not 
prophecy in itself.  Prophecy is for the purpose of edifying, exhorting, and comforting the 
body of Christ (1 Corinthians 14:3).  It can include a quality of foretelling as well, though 
this predictive element functions more fully in the office of the Prophet.  Prophecy may 
fulfill but never add to the scriptures.  Prophecy should always be judged by others who 
have a prophetic ability (1 Corinthians 14:29). 

 - Discerning of Spirits - The gift of the Spirit to distinguish the spiritual source of a motive, 
word, or action, whether it be:  

 heavenly (from God);  
 Human (from the person’s own Spirit);  
 or Demonic (involving an evil spirit).   

All believers have the ability to distinguish between good and evil, right from wrong, for 
the purpose of guiding us individually in the way of truth and from the way of evil.  This 
gift refers to the guidance of the Spirit in an even greater nature which is necessary for 
sovereign protection of God’s people; the gift is generally imparted to shepherds of God’s 
flock. The gift in operation gives great clarity, removes confusion, and gives clear direction.  
When used the gift always shows what decisive action must be made.   
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The discerning of Spirits ought not to be confused with a person having a critical spirit or 
attitude.  The gift is used to discern spirits, not men in their purely natural courses of 
action, not to judge character of individuals as that can be done without the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.   This gift, as with all gifts of the Holy Spirit, is not dependent upon our personal 
feelings and emotions. 

 - Divers Kinds of Tongues - The supernatural ability to communicate in a language or languages 
that are not familiar.  It may involve the language of men or the supernatural language of 
angels.  This gift is different from that which is used in the believer’s prayer life.  

Personal Tongues and the Usage of Tongues In Public Ministry  

The Bible shows that there are two general categories of speaking in tongues.  These 
two categories can be seen in the following scriptures: 

1) Tongues spoken at the time the person is baptised in the Holy Spirit:  Acts 2:4–6; 
10:45–47; 19:6.  In these scriptures the individuals receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit along with speaking in tongues.  These scriptures imply the usage of 
tongues as a personal prayer language for communion, prayer, worship and 
praise to God on a continuing personal basis. (also 1 Corinthians 14:1-4,14,15; 
Jude 20; Romans 8:26-27, Ephesians 6:18).   This usage of tongues is for the 
building up of the specific individual who is praying in tongues. 

 
When a person is using their personal prayer language, i.e. praying in tongues 
they are praying unto God and the words spoken in tongues in this context do 
not need to be interpreted.  In the context of personal praying in tongues, the 
prayer or praise or giving of glory is directed towards God, 1 Corinthians 14:2 
says that “he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no 
one understands him…” (NKJV) 
 

2) Tongues given in the assembly to communicate to the church and to be a sign 
to the unbeliever.  (1 Corinthians 12:10; 12:29–30; 14:5, 21–22).  This usage of 
tongues is for the purpose of public ministry. This message would be addressed 
to other people and therefore will need to be interpreted for the benefit of 
others listening. This gift of tongues will be used for the sake of building up the 
whole church as the Spirit gives direction.  In most cases it will be necessary to 
have tongues with interpretation to enable the people to understand what was 
said (1 Corinthians 14:5–13).  An exception to this would be where one gives a 
message in tongues and it is understood in a language of one of the listeners.  
Some scriptures give guidelines for usage to both the personal prayer language 
and tongues when used in public prayer ministry, e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:1–4.  See 
1 Corinthians chapter 14 note for further explanation. 

 
Therefore if the whole congregation were speaking or singing in tongues or some 
in tongues and some in English would this would be a personal usage of tongues, 
(each person is individually responding to God by speaking in tongues). If an 
individual gave a distinctive message in tongues (one that stood out above the 
rest of the congregation) then this would need to be interpreted and would be 
classified as one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
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Note that Paul is greatly concerned about what happens “in the church”, for this 
reason he gives clear distinction as to what to do within the church as opposed 
to what is allowable in the congregational prayer time or in one’s personal life.  
(1 Corinthians 14:4, 5, 12, 19, 23, 28). Some things done in one’s personal life or in 
the prayer time were interpreted or expressed differently “in the church”. 

 the Interpretation of Tongues - The God-given spontaneous ability to interpret an utterance 
given in tongues into the language understood by the people present.  It may be a brief 
summary or a lengthy explanation and yet not be an exact translation.  Paul states that 
the only tongues which need to be interpreted were those that were given in the church 
for the purpose of ministering to other men.  Hence when an individual is responding in 
praise to God by singing or praying in tongues this would not need to be interpreted, but a 
specific message which is clearly proclaimed for all to hear, would likely need 
interpretation. 

In all the scriptural instances where the Holy Spirit fell upon the people for the first time 
the people spoke in new tongues to the Lord. 

 By looking at the examples within the Scriptures we see: 

a) Acts 2:4  In God's sovereign precedence He pours out His Holy Spirit along with 
the gift of tongues. 

b) Acts 9:17  Ananias is sent that Paul might receive the Holy Spirit.  Paul later 
states that he is glad that he speaks in tongues profusely (I Corinthians 14:18). 

c) Acts 10:45-46  Cornelius' household receives the Baptism in the Holy Spirit with 
speaking in tongues. 

d) Acts 19:2,6  The Ephesus church receives the Holy Spirit along with speaking in 
tongues. 

e) Acts 8:15-19 The believers in Samaria receive the Holy Spirit after Peter lays 
hands on them.  Though the word "tongues" is not mentioned in this passage, 
Simon saw the manifestation of the Holy Spirit as the apostles laid hands on 
the believers.  Simon had already seen healings and casting our of demons, yet 
he had not seen anything like that which took place when the Holy Spirit was 
poured forth.  One could conclude that he heard the same manifestation as 
was present in the other instances above, that of speaking in tongues.  
Interestingly, Peter says to Simon that he has “no part or share in this 
ministry”, (v. 21).  The Greek word for ministry is the same word which is 
translated as “speech” or “utterance” elsewhere in the scriptures. Some 
commentators state that Peter’s statement should better be translated as “you 
have no part or share in this speech or utterance.”  As such it would clearly 
indicate that the people in Samaria were speaking in tongues. 

f) Mark 16:17 - one of the signs that will accompany those who believe is that 
"they will speak in new tongues" (Mark 16:17). 

 

NOTE: 1 Corinthians 14:14–15 is a parenthetical statement or an aside which Paul 
inserts to talk about the personal usage of tongues; as such, verses 13 & 16 would 
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flow together in the context of group or public ministry when using tongues.  Some 
scriptures give guidelines for usage to both the personal prayer language and 
tongues when used in public prayer ministry (e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:1–4). 

Verse 11 - The Holy Spirit will distribute these gifts as He see fit for each situation. 

Verse 18 - God’s desire and purpose is that every believer be set into a local church, that they be 
rightly relating to each other.  Each individual should see the importance of having good 
relationships within the church. 

Verse 25 - “have the same care for one another” - the same care does not mean equal treatment.  
Some people get offended because they are not treated equally in the body of Christ.  In 
the natural body, different parts receive different care for similar situations.   

 Example: a scratch on an arm might be washed with a strong antiseptic soap, yet a 
similar scratch on the eye could be permanently damaged by such treatment, and a 
scratch within the mouth treated in a similar way could produce further ailments like 
stomach cramps or diarrhea. 

Paul is not advocating identical care but rather the appropriate care, (i.e. care to bring 
about the “same” results). 

Verse 28 - Paul recaps what he had started in verses 5–7, there are a variety of ministries, 
motivational gifts and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  He lists some of these here.  Paul is speaking 
about the office of the apostle, the prophet, and teacher.  He is talking about the gift of 
healing, tongues and interpretation. He talks of the motivational gifts of helps and 
government.  These are gifts given by God but all these gifts are not given to each person, 
some have one gifting, another person has a different gifting.  Paul is not talking about 
one’s personal prayer language which is distinct from the gift of tongues which is used in 
public ministry. 

 
In this question Paul does not mean, “Do all have the personal prayer language?” rather 
“Do all have the gift of speaking in tongues?” This list of gifts could be divided into 
classifications from the Five-Fold Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4, the Motivational Gifts of 
Romans 12 and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 12.  In the context of these three types 
of giftings it can be stated that “no we do not as an individual do all of these things or 
possess all of these gifts.”  (See the following breakdown of these gifts). Paul was not 
stating “Does everyone have a personal prayer language?”, for he says in 1 Corinthians 
14:5 “I wish you all spoke with tongues,” The reason for this questioning of Paul is to 
challenge the thinking of some of the Corinthian church which caused them to feel that 
they were more significant than some of the others because of the specific gifts that there 
were given. Paul in effect is saying that they needed to realize that there were a variety of 
gifts and no one person had all the gifts.  Each person was necessary to contribute their 
part of the gifting they had. 

 
Many people use this verse to justify their perspective that not everyone speaks in 
tongues.  The purpose of this question is to show that Paul is actually looking at various 
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gifts which might be unique to an individual but he is not talking about the personal prayer 
language which is available to all people. There is some uncertainty about what the gift of 
helps is and what the gift of administration might be as these specific Greek words are not 
used elsewhere in the NT. Possible division of these gifts are listed below. 

 varieties of tongues – gift of the Holy Spirit 1 Cor. 12:10 
 first apostles – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 second prophets – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 third teachers – five-fold ministry gift – (Ascension gift) – Eph. 4:11 
 after that miracles – gift of the Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 12:10  
 then gifts of healings – gift of the Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 12:10  
 helps –perhaps a deacon – Acts 6, 1 Tim 3:8 
 administrations – this could refer to one who gives oversight as an elder, 

pastor, or a bishop (one who gives spiritual leadership to a church) 

Barnes Notes says that this word for “administrations” is the Greek word kuberne ̄seis, 
which “is derived from kuberiao ‘to govern;’ and is usually applied to the government or 
‘steering’ of a ship. The word occurs no where else in the New Testament, though the word 
kubernēte ̄s (‘governor’) occurs in Acts 27:11, rendered ‘master,’ and in Revelation 18:17, 
rendered ‘shipmaster.’”9 

The word “helps” is derived from "antilambano," and “denotes properly, ‘aid, assistance, 
help;” and then those who render aid, assistance, or help; helpers. . . . They might have 
been those to whom was entrusted the care of the poor, and the sick, and strangers, 
widows, and orphans, etc.; that is, those who performed the office of deacons. Or they may 
have been those who attended on the apostles to aid them in their work, such as Paul 
refers to in Romans 16:3. “Greet Priscilla, and Aquilla, my “helpers” in Christ Jesus;” and in 
1 Corinthians 12:9,” Salute Urbane our helper in Christ.”10 In Acts 20:35 the word is used in 
the verb form to mean – support, assist  

 Are all apostles – five-fold ministry gift  
 Are all prophets – five-fold ministry gift 
 Are all teachers – five-fold ministry gift 
 Are all workers of miracles - gift of the Holy Spirit 
 Do all have gifts of healings - gift of the Holy Spirit  
 Do all speak with tongues - gift of the Holy Spirit 
 Do all interpret - gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
The obvious answer to each of these questions is no, since these are gifts of the Holy Spirit 
or the Ascension gift ministries, but this does not mean that individuals do not speak with 
tongues as their personal prayer language.  

Verse 31 – earnestly desire the best gifts.  The best gift is the gift that will minister to the people in 
the best way, in the God directed way. 

                                                            
9 Barnes Notes on 1 Corinthians 12:28. This public domain material may be accessed online in a number of places, 
including http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/view.cgi?bk=45&ch=12. 
10 Ibid. 
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1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 13 

Chapter 13:1 - “though I speak with tongues of men and of angels”.  Paul is laying a principle about 
the importance of love bringing true power to the gifts of the Spirit. Yet at the same time 
he is stating that when a person speaks in tongues he could be speaking in an earthly 
language or a heavenly language, i.e. that of angels. 

Verses 8-11 - Paul talks about prophecy, tongues and knowledge ceasing.  Some denominations 
interpret this verse to explain why people should not use the gifts of the Holy Spirit or 
speak in tongues in this present age.  They believe that the Bible is that perfect thing which 
when it came caused the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be unnecessary.  When interpreting the 
scriptures it is always important to use the scripture to interpret scripture.  Paul, in his 
writings, refers to the church as being that which God is preparing to come into the perfect 
fulfillment of what God has for it. (Ephesians 4:12,13)   Hence he talks of a child maturing 
and putting away childish things and starting to act as a man.  Ephesians 4:12 says that 
God has given pastors for the purpose of bringing us to maturity, obviously we aren’t there 
yet, as there is much left to be done.  Because that which is perfect is not here, therefore 
we need these gifts to help the believers reach maturity. 

In Verse 8 when the scripture says that “prophecy will fail”, or that “knowledge will vanish 
away”, the Greek word for “fail or fall away is “katargeo”.   

This word literally means “to render idle, unemployed, inactivate, inoperative”, it was used 
in the context of “causing a person or thing to have no further efficiency”, or was used 
when something was “deprived of force, influence, power”.   

This implies that prophetic words and words of knowledge, when they are given may have 
a type of “shelf life”.  I.e. there is a time frame by which the prophetic words and words of 
knowledge need to be acted upon or applied before the God given power behind those 
words becomes ineffective of is lost.  

This word is used four times in chapter 13, vs 8 “prophecies, they will fail”, “knowledge, it 
will vanish away”, vs 10 “when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part 
will be done away” and vs 11 “when I became a man, I put away childish things..” 

1 CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 14 

Verse 1 - Paul exhorts the church to pursue the gift of prophecy because it edifies (builds up) the 
body of Christ. 

Verse 2 - Speaking in tongues is directed towards God more than it is a message to other people.  
This verse would clearly seem to be addressing the situation of when one uses their own 
personal prayer language. 
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Note that speaking in tongues is a means of distinct communication with God.  Others and 
you may not understand what is being said, but God understands.   

The simple statement is that when I speak in tongues I speak to God.  Period.  No one else 
needs to understand.  Tongues are connected to heaven’s throne and that is all that is 
needed to be understood. 

Verse 3 - Prophecy is used for the purpose of strengthening (edification, building up), encouragement 
(exhortation, stirring up), and comfort (cheering up), the people of God. 

Verse 4 - The benefit of speaking in tongues (one’s personal prayer language), is that it causes the 
individual to be edified (built up).  This self-edification is not a selfish action; it’s a God 
ordained scriptural action that God encourages us to participate in. 

When there is prophecy within the church then it causes the church to be edified (built up). 

Verse 5 - Paul wishes that everyone speaks in tongues and especially that they would prophecy, for 
prophecy has the ability to minister to a larger group of individuals instead of just the one 
person who would be ministered to if he were to speak in tongues.  Paul encourages the 
personal use of tongues and also encourages prophecy. 

 
In stating that “he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless 
indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.” The Apostle Paul is saying 
that a message in tongues with interpretation is equal in value to a prophetic message as 
both bring edification to the church. 

 
In the congregational situation, as a form of ministry, it is realised that prophecy is more 
important that a message in tongues unless there is an interpretation for the message in 
tongues. 

Verses 6–12 - A message given to the church must be understood for it to benefit the church.  For 
this reason a message in tongues without interpretation will be an unclear sound that will 
not enable the people to respond to it.  Because the church was zealous for spiritual gifts 
they were to seek that which would cause the church to be edified. 

*Note that nowhere does Paul distinguish whether a message in tongues should be given 
in one’s own personal spiritual prayer language or in a different spiritual prayer language 
than one would normally use when speaking or praying in tongues. 

Verse 13 - People who minister publicly in tongues are to pray for the gift of interpretation so that 
the whole church will be edified. 

Verses 14–15 - Though Paul has been talking about the use of a message in tongues in the 
congregational setting; these verses form a parenthetical statement, or an aside, which 
Paul inserts to talk about the personal usage of tongues; as such verses 13 & 16 would flow 
together in the context of group or public ministry when using tongues. 
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When one prays in their own personal prayer language their spirit prays but their mind 
does not understand what is being said.  Accordingly Paul states that it is good to pray and 
sing in tongues and to pray and sing with the language which one understands. 
 
In these verses Paul clearly links one form of “praying in the spirit” as being the same as 
praying in tongues, (see also Ephesians 6:18; Jude 20).  Another form of praying in the spirit 
could also include praying in one’s known language but allowing God’s Holy Spirit to guide 
the words being prayed. 

Verse 16 - In the congregational situation, if one gives a message of praise in tongues and yet there 
is no interpretation of the message, it will be difficult for the rest of the church to 
participate in what is being done since there is no understanding present.  The 
congregation will not even be able to say “amen” in agreement to what was said.   

Verse 17 - Note that when one prays in tongues that they are doing a good thing, they “do well”, in 
so doing. 

Verses 18–19 - Paul wants to emphasize that speaking in tongues is a good thing, he does not want 
the people to think that it is some insignificant thing, therefore he emphasises the 
importance of it by saying that he thanks God that he speaks in tongues more than all the 
people.  Yet in the church it important that others be able to receive what is said, therefore 
he would prefer to speak words that are understood by the people. 

Verses 21–22 - In the congregational setting, tongues (with interpretation) are a sign to the 
unbelievers that something spiritual is taking place.  It would seem that Paul is saying that 
when there are a lot of unbelievers in a service, then a message in tongues, followed by 
interpretation, will be a significant way of ministering to the unbeliever. The message in 
tongues would get the attention of the unbelievers, showing that something unusual was 
happening.  Then the translated message would better be heard and applied by the 
unbelievers.  The believer does not need the tongues to get their attention or to show that 
something spiritually significant is taking place, therefore a prophetic message would be 
more appropriate 

People in North America often feel uncomfortable when they hear others speaking in 
tongues.  Because we are in general a unilingual society we are unaccustomed to hearing 
other languages spoken.  People in Europe, Asian, or other multi-ethnic communities 
consider it a common occurrence to hear people gathering to pray or worship in their own 
language, this would be allowable.  However for an individual to stand up and address the 
whole congregation in a language that is unknown to the congregation would seem out of 
order. 

Isaiah 28:11–12, “For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people, 
To whom He said, ‘This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to rest,’ And, ‘This 
is the refreshing’; Yet they would not hear.” 

This passage, where it occurs in Isaiah, means, that God would teach the 
rebellious and refractory Jews submission to himself, by punishing them 
amidst a people of another language, by removing them to a land - the land 
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of Chaldea - where they would hear only a language that to them would be 
unintelligible and barbarous. . . . . It seems to have been used by Paul, 
because the “words” which occurred in Isaiah would “appropriately express” 
the idea which he wished to convey (see the note at Matthew 1:23), that God 
would make use of foreign languages for some “valuable purpose.” . . . The 
sense is, as God accomplished an important purpose by the use of a foreign 
language in regard to his ancient people, as recorded in Isaiah, so he will 
make use of foreign languages to accomplish important purposes still. They 
shall be used in the Christian church to effect important objects, though not 
in the same manner, nor for the same end, as in the time of the captivity.11 

Verses 23–25 - In the congregational setting if everyone is giving a distinct message in tongues (and 
there is no interpretation) then the unlearned or unbeliever will think that what is taking 
place doesn’t make sense, but if there is a prophetic message (which would be the same 
as tongues with interpretation, ref. 14:5) then the unbeliever is challenged by what God is 
saying and acknowledges that God is truly present. 

Note that verse 23 says that if “all speak in tongues” the uninformed will think the people 
are out of your mind. The unlearned will think that something is not right because of the 
fact that all are giving messages by speaking in tongues with no interpretation. Later Paul 
gives instructions about how in good church order only 2 or 3 should speak in tongues with 
interpretation (v. 27) and only 2 or 3 should minister prophetically with judgment  
(v. 29).  Though all might have the ability to do so (v. 31).  

 
There may appear to be a contradiction between v. 22 and v. 24.  In v. 22 Paul 
gives some general guidelines as to when there should be tongues with 
interpretation and when there should be prophecy, (remember that 1 Cor. 
14:5 says that prophecy is greater than a message in tongues unless there is 
interpretation of the message in tongues.  Therefore prophecy is equal to a 
message in tongues with interpretation).  If there are unbelievers present in 
the congregation then it would be best if the message were given in tongues 
and interpretation were to follow as that would be a sign of something 
supernatural taking place. That is if the message were applying to the 
unbelievers present.  If there were believers present, then Paul says that 
prophecy would be best.  In v. 24 Paul then gives an overview stating the 
importance of prophecy (which would include a message in tongues with 
interpretation), for it would convince and convict people of their secrets and 
would cause people to note that God is in their midst.  

Verse 26 - This verse is not giving the order for a New Testament church, whereby every believer has 
a specific song, a teaching, a message in tongues or a revelation from God.  In a large 
church, as the Corinthian church was, this would present a chaotic confusion of everyone 
wanting to share and minister.  It should be remembered that in the Greek there were no 
punctuation marks and that the context is used to interpret the understanding of the 
sentences.  This verse would better be interpreted as being a question which asks, “When 
you come together, everyone has a song?  Everyone has something to teach?  Everyone has 

                                                            
11 Barnes Notes on 1 Corinthians 14:21. This public domain material may be accessed online in a number of places, 
including http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/view.cgi?bk=45&ch=14.  
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a message in tongues?  Everyone has a revelation from God?  Everyone has an 
interpretation to give?”  The answer to these questions is no. There was a necessity for 
edification.  In the context of the next verses there is clarification as to how this verse 
should be understood. 

Verses 27–28 - Concerning messages given in tongues, everyone should not be giving such a message, 
but rather there should be only two or three, each waiting in their turn for the proper 
timing of God, and let someone be there to interpret what is being ministered.  If no-one 
is there to interpret then the one speaking should keep quiet, and just speak in his 
personal prayer language, with both himself and God being the ones who are affected by 
what is said.  V.13 tells us that everyone who is about to speak a message in tongues is to 
pray that they also would be able to interpret the message.  It is implied from v. 13 and 
these two verses that if someone is not available to interpret what was said, then there 
should not be given a message in tongues. 

Verse 29 - The prophetic words are to be spoken by two or three and are then to be judged, judging 
is done using these simple principles: 

 by whether it lines up with the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12, 1 Timothy 6:3–4);   
 by the witness of the Spirit (1 John 2:27, 1 Corinthians 2:15);  
 by whether it lines up with the scrutiny and judgment of the leadership presiding 

over the meeting (Galatians 2:1–2).  In the case of a personal prophetic word (i.e. that 
which is given to a specific person), the prophetic word should also be judged by the 
specific leadership which is over the individual.  In judging the prophetic word the 
leadership considers issues such as:  

o its fruit (Matthew 7:15–20), does it edify, build up or bring life?  
(1 Corinthians 14:3);  

o is it a clear or confusing message, is there peace with the words that were 
given? (1 Corinthians 14:6–7, 33);   

o whether the person giving the message manifests the fruit of the Spirit  
(Galatians 5:16–26);  

o whether the word is true for those parts referring to the past or present.   
If it contains predictions, promises, etc., do these come to pass?  
(Deuteronomy 18:21–22). 

 
More thorough notes on judging prophecy are provided in the notes for 
Training Session # 3 

Verse 30 - “But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.” Paul talks of 
the attitude of deferring to others.  One should willingly step back to enable others to 
minister.  
It can be very easy for one or two to dominate the meeting instead of having the attitude 
of sharing the ministry with others who might have something to contribute.   

Verse 31 - “For you may all prophesy”, speaking of the gift of prophecy within the local congregation 
Paul states that there should be room for anyone to give a prophecy within the 
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congregation.  In so doing, he states that each believer can seek God, that God might 
minister through him with a prophecy (see also vv. 5, 39).  There are times within certain 
services where there might be such a rich sensing of the presence of the Lord Jesus that 
almost anyone would be able to prophesy.  At these times the leadership within a 
congregation may limit the number of prophecies to three or four as additional ministry 
would tend to be superfluous or divergent from the theme that the Lord might want 
emphasized; this would be in keeping with the thought of v. 29, where the prophets were 
to minister two or three at a time.  Too many prophetic words may cause the congregation 
to fail to act upon any of them. 

Verses 32–33 - In keeping with the need for order within the local church, Paul asserts that the 
prophets are always in control of themselves.  They are never in a situation where “they 
just have to interrupt the flow of the service” because God was so heavy upon them.  In a 
similar way, if the spirit of the prophets is subject to the prophets then so also should all 
the others who might sense the prompting of God in some way or another.  There was a 
decent flow in the way that things were to be done and those ministering in spiritual things 
were to realize that they were in sufficient control of themselves to enable some to keep 
silent, others to judge, and there to be a sharing in ministry.  Paul closes his comments of 
the usage of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the manifestations of the Spirit by stating that 
the manifestations of the Spirit should not cause confusion within the church. 

Verses 36–38 - In these verses Paul is saying, “You Corinthians are not the only spiritual people here, 
in fact if you really think that you are spiritual it will be shown by your willingness to apply 
the things that are written here.  Anyone not willing to apply these guidelines really shows 
how ignorant they are of the truth.”  Paul addresses those who think that they are too 
spiritual to have to apply such simple guidelines on order and usage of the gifts.  By failing 
to submit to the direction given by leadership they do not show how spiritual they are but 
rather they show how far they personally are from the truth. 

Verses 39–40 - In summary the church was to desire the prophetic word and to not refrain from 
speaking in tongues (within the proper parameters as Paul has given).  All things are to be 
done, but let it be done properly, in God’s order. 
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7. SEVEN WAYS TO WORSHIP  
AS A SMALL GROUP  

1. Online Worship Song Videos (with words) 

2. Scripture Meditation – the small group leader will read through Psalm 23, while the 
group visualizes the scripture and share what they saw at the end of the reading. 
What did you see/visualize? What stood out to you in your mind’s eye?  

3. Who is God? Finding His Worth. – Share in the small group one word that would 
capture who God to them. Give time for a people to expand but feel comfort to allow 
for one word answers. This is an opportunity to become God focused for the rest of 
the evening.  

4. Finishing the sentence: “God I praise you for……..”  

5. Watching a video with visuals as someone reads the Bible verse(s) – This creates an 
opportunity for creative expression to take place in an audio format.  

6. Silence - Take a moment to read a Scripture, speaking about stilling our souls. Then 
take time to be quiet before God, to be in a room together practicing silence.  

7. Singing with an instrument (if available and comfortable within your group). 

Groups may repeat the options they have preferred or add in other ideas.  



 

 

 

 


