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“What was formerly the privilege of the few – hearing God’s voice – is becoming the 
privilege of the many.  The Bible itself is no longer simply the sacred Scripture of a tiny 
nation.  God is speaking through the Bible to men and women and children in every 
nation.  And the experience of the relative few in the Bible is becoming the experience of 
the many.  He is speaking by his Spirit in dreams, visions, inner promptings.” 
  

Rich Nathan and Ken Wilson 
 
“These early Christians (in the book of Acts) were led by the Spirit to the main task of 
bringing people to God through Christ, and were not permitted to enjoy fascinating 
sidetracks.” 
  

J.B. Phillips  
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AIM OF STUDY 
 

• To become open to “divine appointments”, specific opportunities God arranges to 
reveal himself through the power of the kingdom of God (Wimber, p. 51). 

 
KEY VERSES 
 
“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’  So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians.  This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was 
sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.  The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to 
that chariot and stay near it.”  Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet.  ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ Philip asked.  
‘How can I,’ he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?’  So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him.” (Acts 8:26—31) 
 
PREPARATION 
 
Read over the notes on “how to teach the Bible in small group” and “some practical 
suggestions for leading a small group discussion” in Vineyard Church of Columbus’ 
Small Group Leadership Training Manual.  Before you read over the Scripture, pray that 
God would give you direction for leading your group and teach you something relevant. 
Then read through the passage and the Bible study below.  You will need to go over the 
questions and choose which ones you want to emphasize and which you could 
eliminate if your time is limited.  Note that the application questions are marked with an 
asterisk (*). Rather than leaving these to the end of the study, ask one or two as you 
work through the passage so people are being confronted by Scripture’s truths and 
applying them to their own lives.  If you find you are falling behind schedule and need to 
move ahead, you could summarize some of the passage and then go to the final 
questions.  
 
These studies contain more background material and information on the passages than 
any group will cover in a meeting.  The authors are providing this for the leaders’ 
benefit—to help reduce your study and preparation time; to help resource you for 
possible questions group members may raise; and to clarify some gray areas of doctrine 
that may be in your mind as you prepare. Obviously we cannot exhaust any one subject 
in a document like this, so you may want to do further reading and discuss doctrine with 
your pastor. We highly recommend The New Bible Dictionary or The International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia as excellent resources for study. 
 
If your group likes visual aids, this passage lends itself to making a chart (i.e., a large pad 
or poster board mounted on an easel or the wall; a blackboard or dry erase board, etc.) 
with the following headings: “Eyes, Ears, Mouth, Mind, Heart/Spirit, Legs.”  The heading 
would be something like “Just How Obedient Was He?” or no heading if you don’t want to 
give anything away. As you go through the study, write the group’s observations on how 



each part was used, and at the end, review how Philip allowed God to use him. The 
message will be pretty obvious: God wants to use our whole being.  
 
OPENERS 
 
Imagine for a moment that someone is taking you on a weekend vacation telling you as 
little as possible just to keep it a surprise.  They reveal only what the weather might be, 
how long you’ll be gone, and when you leave.  How would you respond? Do you squeal 
with delight and ask no questions? Are you someone that needs to know a little more to 
be comfortable? Do you ask sneaky questions to weasel more information out of the 
person? Would you spend hours choosing clothes and sports equipment to be prepared 
for any event, or could you relax and simply look forward to the weekend? Would you 
refuse to go because you don’t know exactly what will happen?  
 
 One thing Christians learn about God as they get to know him is that he doesn’t tell us 
everything at once.  As new believers we don’t know all the ways he’ll act or use us.  
Even “mature” believers are only scratching the surface as they get to know who he is.  
This can be frustrating to some people who want to know what to expect in the future.  
But he is God Almighty, and our part of the deal is to obey him.  Often our obedience 
results in greater glory for his reputation and joy for us (John 15:10-11). We are to obey 
what we know he is saying to us even when we don’t see the whole picture.  Let’s look in 
scripture at one man’s obedience to God even when he apparently had little to go on and 
see what we might learn from him. 
 
Lead the group in prayer that God would open the word and their hearts that they could 
move closer to being the disciples he asks them to be. 
 
INTRODUCTI0N TO THE STUDY 
 
The author does not name himself, but Acts is generally accepted to be the second of 
two books written by Luke.  Luke is identified as the author by Eusebius, an early church 
historian, and in other earlier writings outside of Scripture.  Acts itself strongly points to 
Luke in use of language and the fact that it’s addressed to Theophilus, as is the Gospel 
of Luke.  He, in effect, summarizes his gospel in Acts 1:1-3, then presents the theme and 
outline of Acts in 1:8.  He wants to present how the church preached repentance and 
forgiveness of sins in the name of Jesus to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 
24:45-49), and extending into “all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  He 
uses precise, accurate description in presenting this 30-year history of the early church, 
and dramatically conveys both successes and failures of primarily Peter and Paul. 
Through this fast-paced, vividly written account we can see the young church building 
community, dealing with adversity and conflict, and being led by the Holy Spirit in the 
expansion of the church.  
 
Philip the Evangelist 
 
Acts features a different Philip than the one named among the original twelve (John 
1:43-46).  Although we don’t read as much about him as Peter and Paul, we do know 



that he was full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom and faith (Acts 6:3,5). He was chosen to be 
one of the seven men distributing food to the poor widows during the explosion of growth 
in the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:1-7). Then, when believers in Jerusalem were persecuted 
and many scattered to Judea and Samaria, Philip went to Samaria.  There he performed 
signs and wonders leading to new converts (Acts 8:1-13). When the Jerusalem church 
heard about Samaritans accepting God’s word, Peter and John traveled to witness and 
report on this significant event. (Jews saw Samaritans as unfaithful to their heritage 
since the Samaritans had erected their own temple and worshipped other gods during 
their history.)  As Peter and John were returning to Jerusalem, Philip was called away 
from this successful harvest field and had an unusual encounter with the Ethiopian 
eunuch (Acts 8).  The last thing we know about him is that he went to Judea, by the Holy 
Spirit, and spent the next 25 years in the area spreading the gospel and raising four 
daughters who prophesied (Acts 8:39-40, 21:8,9) (Knapp, p. 834).        
 
STUDY THE PASSAGE:  Acts 8:26—40 
 
When the scattering of the early church scattered from Jerusalem because of 
persecution by Saul of Tarsus, Philip the evangelist traveled to Samaria. He and others 
from the dispersed church spread salvation through Christ, gathering crowds when the 
Holy Spirit performed healings and deliverances. Two leaders from the mother church 
visited and confirmed that the once despised Samaritans were being brought to Christ 
and into the larger church.  Surprisingly, amidst this favorable climate for evangelism, 
Philip was called away without God disclosing what the trip was going to involve. Philip’s 
unusual encounter with another traveler occurs where the road went south from 
Jerusalem to Hebron and then west toward the coast at Gaza (a distance of about fifty 
miles). From the meaning of the words in the passage, they probably met at noon and 
therefore on a mostly deserted road because of the extreme heat.  The chariot was in 
fact an ox-drawn cart moving at walking pace (Marshall, p. 161). 
 
1.     Would someone read aloud Acts 8:26-30?  In what three ways do we see God 

communicating with people in these verses?  
 

God sends an angel to Philip; the Spirit talks to Philip; and the Ethiopian is 
reading from the book of Isaiah (Scripture)—all ways God has used to 
communicate to his people throughout history.  See Gen. 16; Judg. 6; Matt. 1—
2; Luke 1—2; and Acts 5:19-20 for angelic messengers sent by God.  See Num. 
11:16-30; Matt. 4:1 and 10:20; John 16:12-15; and Acts 13:2 for examples of 
the Spirit of God speaking to individuals.  See Josh. 1:7—8; Dan. 9:2; Matt. 2:4-
6; Luke 24: 25-27; and Acts 17:10-12 for examples of the Scriptures informing 
or speaking to individuals.  

 
2.     Optional: Compare the words of the angel with the words of the Spirit.  How are 

they similar? How are they different?  
 

The angel and the Spirit both spoke specifically, not in vague terms.  While the 
angel got Philip started on the right road, the Spirit clarified his mission by 
adding another piece of information, to approach the chariot. Note that neither 



was asking him to do anything against God’s revealed will found in Scripture.  
Suggestion: Don’t let the group get sidetracked at this point on a discussion of 
angels. Say something like, “That is such an interesting topic that it needs more 
time than we now have to cover it.  Philip had experienced them before (Acts 
5:19,20) and they are recorded many places in the Bible as messengers from 
God.” (See references in the paragraph above).  Then determine if you want to 
pursue the topic at another meeting. 
 

3.     How much of the mission was revealed to Philip? How much was left for him to 
figure out once he got started? What does that tell us about God’s expectations of 
us as he guides us? 

 
He wants us to use our full intellectual capacities as we hear things from Him.  
“Just because he has been remarkably led of the Spirit, Philip does not stop 
using his brain.  The angel’s message gets him on the right road, the Spirit’s 
prompting brings him to the right chariot, but then with wisdom and 
understanding Philip converses with the Ethiopian official” (Nathan and Wilson, 
pp. 193-194). To my mind there is also an underlying expectation that we need 
to keep our hearts clean so as to hear the Spirit’s prompting. Record any 
observations under Mind and Heart/Spirit on your board; it may be helpful to 
note the verses, also. 
 

4.     What words would you use to describe Philip’s response? 
 

Philip’s response could bring to mind words such as immediate, willing, quick 
(he ran to the chariot), thoughtful, matter-of-fact, etc. It’s interesting to 
speculate what he might be thinking and praying about as he started out and 
how long it was until he came upon the eunuch.  Remember, on foot he might 
have been out a day or two until the actual meeting. He shows respect and 
reserved thoughtfulness as he greets the eunuch gently with a question. Record 
information and verses under Eyes, Ears, Legs as appropriate. 
 

*How would you respond to a similar prompting? 
 

You may hear lots of different human responses such as freezing up, 
questioning whether they really heard correctly, “No, I won’t do it,” to 
“Well…maybe, if you give me more info and let me think about it.” Hopefully 
you’ll get some like, “I’d say yes, but I’d be scared,” or “Of course I’d do it!” 

 
5.      Who was the traveler? How would you describe the eunuch’s spiritual state at this 

point?  
 

The term eunuch normally indicates a person who has been castrated. Many 
Middle Eastern palace officials were eunuchs since they would not pose a 
threat to the women in the court. Without wives or children, eunuchs were also 
considered more likely to be dedicated to their government responsibilities.  The 
text emphasizes this Ethiopian’s high position as the royal treasurer. He would 



have had the money to buy a hand written scroll like the Isaiah one since he 
was a high-ranking official. His conversion might have been significant due to 
his influence in his country. And, when he returned home to what is now known 
as the Sudan (rather than modern Ethiopia), he may have been instrumental in 
the spread of Christianity there.  He appears to be open spiritually, as a God-
fearing seeker, though Jewish law had forbidden anyone maimed or castrated 
from going beyond the outer court of the temple (Deut. 23:1). This eunuch 
serves as a fulfillment of the prophecy in Is.  56:3-5, where the Lord promises 
one day to give eunuchs an everlasting place in His kingdom, something better 
than having offspring (Burke, pp. 200-202). Having worshipped in Jerusalem, he 
was reading scripture probably to pass the time on the way home (Marshall,  
p. 162). 
    
 

*Do you believe that God has specific people for you to bring into the Kingdom? Are 
you willing to look for them?  

 
People in your group may generally recognize that God wants them to share 
Christ, but may not have considered this question.  While we must not take a 
narrative (story) passage of Scripture and form doctrine from it, the idea of 
looking for divine appointments is worth discussing. Some in your group may 
still hear echoes of teachings in their past that promote ideas that don’t go with 
the flow of scripture.  For instance, some may believe that all people will be 
saved anyway, misusing passages like Phil. 2:10—11 to say everyone will 
worship Jesus.  But, while they may bow, Scripture is clear that not all will have 
willingly come to him or be converted.  Some might ask, “What happens if I 
don’t reach that person God has for me?  If I make a mistake will God send 
them to hell?” We can reassure them that God’s will for a person will come 
about even if I drop the ball (Is. 43:13).  But his purposes for my growth, 
development, and joy may be severely thwarted if I do that! 
   

6.     Would someone please read Acts 8:31-35?  How did Philip’s interaction in verses 
31 and 34 reflect his maturity and experience in sharing the gospel?  

 
In vv. 31 and 34, Philip appeared non-aggressive as he showed a willingness to 
listen to the official.  He waited to be invited and asked, but didn’t hesitate to 
answer once he was asked.  He obviously knew Scripture so well he could 
adjust his answer to begin right at the point of the eunuch’s inquiry. A less 
sensitive person might have ignored the question and put forth what they 
thought was important. A really pushy person would have brazenly barged in on 
him, regardless of his rank, just because they were on a mission from God, etc.  
While it’s important to desire maturity, we shouldn’t let lack of experience in 
sharing the gospel keep us from obeying God’s voice to us.  Philip wasn’t 
perfect but he abided in Jesus and was open to hearing what work he could do 
for the kingdom.  
 



7.      What place did the Scriptures have in the conversion of the official?  How 
important was it? 

 
Scripture played a vital role in the Ethiopian’s conversion and this should be 
emphasized.  Help your group members see that the angel and the Spirit 
showed Philip how to find the Ethiopian, but the Word of God was working in 
him even before Philip arrived (Nathan and Wilson, p. 180).  Also, it was 
explaining from the Scriptures about Jesus that brought this man to repentance. 
We need to be clear not only at this point but throughout the study, that while 
supernatural workings help open people up to hear the gospel message, these 
phenomena are always secondary to the message of Christ found in the Old and 
New Testaments. 
 

*What, if anything, is keeping you from feeling prepared to talk to people about Jesus? 
 

Right off the bat, people will probably say that they don’t know Scripture like 
Philip, and wouldn’t be able to explain whatever passage someone happens to 
be reading.  While that may be true, we can challenge each other to memorize a 
few verses helpful in leading someone to Christ, which could be done in a few 
weeks’ time. But, point out that Philip and the eunuch didn’t have a chance 
encounter.  If we can trust God for salvation, then we ought to be able to trust 
Him to arrange whom we will meet and what their questions or needs might be! 
For most of us, however, we are simply too preoccupied with things other than 
sharing Christ, are fearful of rejection or looking foolish, or are unwilling to 
connect with the unsaved. 
 

8.      Let’s finish reading Acts 8:36-40.  What were the results of Philip’s obedience to 
God? 

 
The Ethiopian was converted, evidenced in his desire to be baptized, and 
rejoiced in his newly found knowledge of Christ. Philip was used again and 
again by God to keep spreading the word of Jesus. On a much larger scale, this 
encounter began the spread of the gospel to Africa, part of “the ends of the 
earth” prophesied in Acts 1:8. 

 
9.     How much of the results of this encounter did Philip get to see? Did that affect his  
        future usefulness for the kingdom?  
 

He got to see the eunuch’s conversion and baptism.  Then he was spirited away 
to Azotus (az' o tus) the Old Testament town of Ashdod, modern day Esdud, 
located 18 miles northeast of Gaza (Porter and Freedman, pp. 314-316).  So he 
may not have seen much of the eunuch’s rejoicing nor his ongoing relationship 
with Christ.  Since the message was about Jesus and not himself, Philip wasn’t 
hindered from moving on and being useful elsewhere.  Philip had done his part, 
which was being obedient to the Spirit.  Perhaps as an old man in Caesarea, 
Philip heard of the spread of the gospel in Africa and reflected back on this 
encounter, but no one really knows what happened. 



 
*When God is looking for someone reliable and available to do a certain job, will he 
find you? 

 
 

APPLYING THE TEXT 
 

* What general principles about obeying the Holy Spirit are found in this passage? Let’s 
begin by going back to our chart and look at the ways Philip undertook the task of 
obeying God: 

 
Heart/Spirit – He guarded his heart in such a way that he was sensitive to the 
Spirit’s prompting and knew when he was hearing from an angel. He was also 
sensitive in his approach to the Ethiopian official. 
Eyes – He had to look for the right chariot and may have read some of the Scripture 
out loud. 
Ears – He listened for what was going on in the chariot and listened to the official. 
Legs – He walked along the road to Gaza and ran to the chariot. 
Mouth – He spoke respectfully to the Ethiopian official, not too much/not too little. 
He was gracious in asking and listening; 
Mind – He had applied it earlier in the study of Scripture; now, he used his memory 
in measuring what to say and teaching the meaning of the Isaiah and perhaps 
other passages. 

 
Will someone summarize the main point of chart? 

 
All of our being plays a part when we serve/obey God, depending on the mission at 
hand. 

 
*How does this passage help those who wonder what God might ask them to do? Let’s 
briefly summarize the actions taken in the passage. 

 
You can do this orally, just to help them see that God’s ways of reaching the lost 
are most often just normal activities like talking, walking, eating with someone, etc.   
 
v. 26 – Go to a certain road.  
v. 29 – Go to and stay near a specific chariot. 
v. 30 – Listen. Then, ask a question. 
v. 31  -- Accept an invitation to join the other traveler. 
v. 35 – Answer a question by explaining scripture to another human being              
(a very curious, polite, and welcoming one at that). 
v. 38 – Have the privilege of baptizing a new believer. 

 
It’s good to note that when he does use the “supernatural” communication, what’s 
being asked is also very normal sounding. Nothing is asked of Philip that violates 
God’s laws and established practices for life already revealed in Scripture. John 
Wimber described the acts of the Christian life as being done in a way that is 



‘naturally supernatural’; Philip’s actions are a great example of this.  We don’t need 
to assume or communicate that following God’s will means we have to act weird.  
For example: 

 
v. 1 – The angel tells Philip to go down a certain road, not dress like a chicken and 
shout at people passing by. 
v. 29 – The Spirit tells Philip to stay by a chariot, not go steal a chariot. 

 
 

*Is there something you need do right this minute to become more obedient to the 
Holy Spirit’s voice?         Or, 
 
*What one thing could you do this next week to increase your availability to the Holy 
Spirit? 

 
For example, give people the opportunity to repent in prayer of not making 
themselves available to God; tell the Lord that we are open to hear his voice; ask 
the Holy Spirit to help us be more obedient so we can hear him more clearly, etc.  
Or, ask your group members to commit to one specific thing they will pray or do, 
according to what God impresses on them.  Encourage them that he is eager to 
assist them in the process of fulfilling his plan that they serve as his witnesses to 
the ends of the earth. 

 
 

Pray in whatever way is necessary depending upon the group, but also that God would 
give them ears to hear his voice and a heart to swiftly obey his leading. 

 
 

WRAPPING IT UP 
 

We’ve seen in this passage how God asked Philip to meet with a specific individual for 
the purpose of bringing him to Jesus. Philip listened with his spirit and thereby knew 
specifically where to find him; he listened physically to know just where the official’s 
point of question was.  All along he engaged his body, mind, and spirit to do God’s work.  
He didn’t need to know all the details at once and neither do we.  We do, however, need 
to become available to God for just such ‘divine appointments.’ Let’s present our whole 
bodies to be used by him in the process of reaching the lost and expanding Christ’s reign 
to our Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.  Please join me this week in saying, 
“Yes, Lord, I will obey. Just tell me what to do.”  
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