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Celebrate Our Grads After Worship June 6? 

Celebrating Summer... 
 Full of life / Bearers of hope 

 

It was wonderful (sometimes challenging!) Summer as pictured below and inside this Septem-
ber Chimes. God is faithful! Hopefully you were able to join in-person worship and/or enjoy 
lemonade with friends at fellowship under the belltower? Maybe you helped with one of the 
vaccine clinics?  Did you travel to Kennywood with the youth group? Perhaps you attended an 
in-person bible study?  Did you celebrate National Night Out with neighbors in Gridley Park?  
Were you able to attend worship and brunch on Presque Isle last month? Have you helped 
with Sunday Supper since vaccinated guests began dining indoors again? Did you welcome 
students to Erie by picking them up at the airport? These are ALL things we couldn’t do last 
summer… By comparison, Summer 2021 was full of life! 
 

It seems we are learning to live in spite of adversity. As the Covid-19 pandemic enters it’s next 
wave locally, we are becoming well-aware this is a situation that will affect us for many more 
months to come.  We are learning how to cope.  While we appreciated a couple of months 
when we could go mask-less...we again mask-up indoors as local virus transmission rises.  All 
the while, we prioritize our most vulnerable neighbors and church family members. 
 

We are learning what people have known for thousands of years: Adversity happens.  Some-
times in minor setbacks: a defeat, an injury.  Sometimes in long, drawn-out suffering: grief, 
dashed dreams.  Sometimes in huge, shared, global struggles: war, pandemics. 
 

We keep reminding ourselves: God was with our parents and grandparents in their adversi-
ties.  God was with FPCC when the stock market crashed, during stressful times of transition 
and during the 2020/21/22 pandemic. And God goes with us into all of the unknowns of Fall. 
 

God invites our faith community to worship together, study together, serve together, struggle 
together and follow Jesus together.  The Holy Spirit is alive in our midst. May we listen atten-
tively.  Let us be bearers of hope during adversity! 

...as We Transition to Fall 
Find more summer ministry photos and details about fall church opportunities inside! 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org


Sunday Supper & Local Gardeners  

 

It’s a good summer for tomatoes! Dr. Aaron Kerr, church neighbor and Gan-
non professor has been farming the Gannon Goodwill Garden on West 7th 
Street with students all summer.  As the fruit of their labors began ripening, 
the garden has shared cucumbers, tomatoes and apples with Sunday Supper 
guests.  Another neighbor, “Mr. Blake” reached out to Candace Battles with 
more tomatoes to share.  Dinner guests have loved the addition of fresh 
produce!  We are grateful to our neighbors for sharing! Additional thanks to 
Dr. Kerr for choosing to prepare and serve a Sunday Supper in October with 
his Environmental Justice class. 

(2) 

(Above) 
Sunday Supper 

Coordinator 
Pat Tracy with Dr. 
Aaron Kerr on one 

of his weekly 
Gannon Goodwill 
Garden deliveries. 

 
(Left) 

Tomatoes shared 
by neighbor 
“Mr. Blake” 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ give by clicking the blue “shop now” button. 

Updates to the 2020 Member Directory 

 

The Hospitality and Membership Committee has 
printed a listing of updated information and changes 
since the last update of our 2020 Member Directory.   
It is printed on yellow paper and is available in the 
office and at the sign-in desk on Sunday mornings. 

(Left) 
Women from Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church pray 

with Pat Tracy in the 
kitchen as they prepare to 
serve the Sunday Supper 

they provided. 

A New Trash Can!  Our West Bayfront has placed a 
number of trash receptacles throughout the church 
neighborhood to help pedestrians have a place for 
wrappers and other refuse.  You will notice one on 
the 7th Street side of the church!  Thank you, OWB! 

 

“Dear Seph, Pastors and the FPCC Community,  

 

Two weeks after National Night Out I am still being told what a great event it 
was. Thanks to the amazing partnership between OWB, FPCC and our other com-
munity members, we put on a wonderful, joyous, fun event for our neighbors.  

 

Thank you for leading the way and for making these things possible in the OWB 
community.” 
 

 —Anna Frantz 

Fall Our West Bayfront Partnership Events 

 

September 11 PorchFest Music Festival throughout 
 the church neighborhood (afternoon) 
October 23  Eerie Fall Fest, Gridley Park 
November 21 OWB Thanksgiving Dinner at MLK 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/


Pastor Britney and Sharon Olsen preparing for water balloon toss  

Cass Shimek staffing the basket raffle 

Linda Althof and Carly Fitzpatrick supervising a slide 

Barb & John Macks, Arvin Sharifbaev, Seph Kumer, Pat 
& Kristin Headley enjoy a post-NNO gathering at  3 B’s Pastor Britney shares prizes for water balloon toss 

Alison & Joe Paluchak organized popular sack races 

Libby Crawford and Mary Concoby helped OWB’s Marissa 
Litzenberg  assemble signs for National Night Out 

Kids enjoyed the slides the church provided! 

National Night Out 
In Gridley Park 

Kennywood 
Youth Trip 

The whole gang riding the classic Thunderbolt 

Rachel Holmes, Bryleigh Paluchak, Sophia Ginader, Darcy 
Ginader, Peyton Irwin, Nathan Cooper, Colin Fabich, 

Londyn, Ethan Holmes, Paige Irwin 

 
Aida Fritts & Cowboy Joe! 

Summer 
2021 
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Clerk’s Corner 

At their August 16, 2021 stated meeting (in-person), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

 

+  Approved the baptisms of Annette Austin and Malachi James Knight. 
+  Had a time of study and reflection relating to evangelism focusing on peo- 
 ple outside the church, Book of Order selections dealing with unity in diver-
 sity and openness, and the four pillars emphasized in our mission study. 
+  Heard that Campus Minister Rachel Moldovan has submitted her resigna
 tion effective August 22nd. The Personnel and Campus Ministry teams are 
 addressing both the immediate and the on-going needs. 
+  Heard that the Faith Formation Team is working toward having Sunday 
 morning programming in place for all ages beginning  September 12th. 
+  Approved a special offering to go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for 
 work in the aftermath of the most recent earthquake in Haiti.  The Mission 
 Team will match up to $1,000.00 in congregational giving.  

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

(4) 

Covenant Connections, COVID STYLE 

 

Delicious Jackie Jones dinners are returning! Expect a few chang-
es to Covenant Connections on Wednesday evenings.  Instead of 
meeting weekly (pre-pandemic) for dinner and an educational 
program or activity, Connections will transition into a special 
monthly gathering starting September 8. (During Advent and 
Lent, Connections will meet weekly.) Watch for dinner and an 
intergenerational faith-formative experience the second 
Wednesday of each month.  Take-out option offered for those 
not ready/able to dine-in with others.  Anticipate masking when 
not eating and special seating protocols: sitting with households 
or at tables of 4, etc.  Dinner reservations an absolute MUST. 
Call 814.456.4243 or email office@firstcovenanterie.org  

Sunday, September 26, 1:00 p.m. 
Sign-up now!  Sponsor a walker now! 

Erie County CROP: We Walk Because They Walk 
On Sunday, September 26th, First Covenant will once again participate in the CROP/Hunger Walk.  This year we will 
walk  a path through the Gannon campus and the neighborhood.  (Again, due to Covid-19, the Presque Isle event is be-
ing adapted.) The walk’s main purpose is to alleviate hunger locally and throughout the world as 842 million people still 
find themselves coping with daily hunger and malnutrition.  

 

Twenty five percent of donations raised by the Erie Walk are returned to Erie County to be distributed to agencies that 
combat hunger.  Globally, CROP/Hunger Walk donations enable Church World Services to continue to invest in nutri-
tion for children so they can grow strong and healthy.  Communities are also empowered with skills and tools they 
need to make lasting changes that will feed them forever. 

 

People all over the world walk for miles to obtain clean water and food supplies. Please consider joining Team FPCC in 
walking for them this year.  Let’s continue to show our love for the hungry by walking and supporting walkers in the 
CROP/Hunger Walk. The walk is for everyone; young and old.  If you cannot walk on September 26th, you can walk at 
another time. Walker forms are available in the office. Bill Tauber has set up a website for donations or you can spon-
sor a person directly who is walking. Derek Sweet will help register walkers and sponsors.  

 

First Covenant has a long history of being a leader in this cause.  Please help us keep this tradition alive by generously 
sponsoring those who walk for FPCC.  Donations will be received in the Church Office and sponsor forms can be mailed 
to you or donate online at www.crophungerwalk.org . Tim Tracy, Derick Sweet and Bill Tauber can address your ques-
tions regarding the CROP/Hunger Walk. 

Covid-19 Protocol Reminders: 
• masks required in the sanctuary & church 
• masks optional for outdoor church activities 
• a worship attendance form is needed for 

each person, each week (see page 6) 
• sanctuary social distancing (seating every 

third pew) will continue 
• outdoor fellowship after worship continues 
• watch for new entry/traffic flow details... 

Church Work Day September 18  
 

Work alongside a small team of Gannon volun-
teers on Saturday morning, September 18, 
from 9 a.m. to noon to spruce up the church 
grounds for fall. This is Gannon "GIVE Day", 
when students and staff share their energy and 
time across Erie. Great chance to meet/
welcome students. Great chance to thank them 
for their assistance twice a year in this way. 
Can you assist? Contact Matt Allen from the 
Campus Ministry team at 
matthew.L.allen@gmail.com  

mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.crophungerwalk.org
mailto:matthew.L.allen@gmail.com


Summer 
2021 

Worship & 
Brunch at 
Presque 

Isle 
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A New Job for Rachel Moldovan 
 

The Personnel Committee has accepted Rachel’s resigna-
tion as she leaves us for a new work opportunity.  The 
church is grateful for her two years as Campus Minister/
Kirk House director.  Pastor Britney and Marlene Spires 
(Campus Ministry Chairperson) met with the current Kirk 
House students for dinner last month, and the search for a 
new campus minister has begun.  This is a good time to 
remember that each of us is a campus minister and we 
can all do our part to welcome and engage the students 
that surround the church building! 

———————————————————————— 

Fall Church Events 

 

September 12 Worship time change to 8:30 & 11 a.m. 
  Sunday 9:30 Faith Formation Resumes 
September 18 Give Day/Church Work Day 9 to noon 
September 26 CROP Walk 1:00 p.m. 
Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 Connections Dinner 5:30 p.m. 

In-Person Worship Attendance Form 
Please print. Hand-in at church entrance. For attendance, health screening and contract tracing. Thank you. 

 

Name  __________________________________________     Date ________________    Attending    8:30      9:30 FF     11 :00 
 

Phone number ___________________________________                Vaccinated?       YES           NO          OTHER 
 

Experiencing:  Short of breath, cough, fever, chills, body aches, loss of sense of smell or taste, headache, nausea?   YES        NO  
 

In the last 14 days...  been within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more with anyone that has tested positive for Covid?     YES         NO 
            been tested, with a positive result, for Covid-19?     YES          NO 

 

I would like more information about: _______________________________________________________________________ 
(6) 

Help Lead Us in Worship on Sundays 
 

Cantor Volunteers needed-lead us in the singing of the hymns 
during worship.  Practice provided before the service on Sundays. 
 

Carillon Volunteers needed-welcome us into worship on Sun-
days! Play the carillon for 9-10 minutes before worship using 
hymn melodies — the carillon console is a keyboard (like a pi-
ano).  Training and orientation provided. 

 

Praise Band-All are welcome, whether you want to sing or play an 
instrument or just come and “jam” with us!  All experience levels 
welcome! 

 

Junior Ringers-ages 4 through 5th grade. All experience levels wel-
come! We continue using covid protocols for children: masks, 
spacing, etc.  Ring with us!  Keep an eye out for when this group 
will meet this Fall. 
 

If you have questions or want to be included in emails for these 
various groups please contact Monty: 
montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org 

Kaitlyn Falk and Seph Kumer recruited Junior Chefs at the 
Strong Vincent Middle School Open House last month 

Strong Vincent Jr. Chef Class  

 

An International cooking class will be pro-
vided by church members, staff and 
friends at Strong Vincent Middle School in 
October. International students and local 
restauranteurs will partner with FPCC to 
provide a 6-week after-school class for 16 
students. Polish, Middle Eastern, Puerto 
Rican, Chinese, Rwandan and Tajik items 
are being planned. Another way we can 
love students and their families… Interest-
ed in helping? Contact Seph Kumer (text or 
leave message) at 814.566.0287  

Good Listener? Talker? 

 

Be a "Conversation Partner" Meet once a week for 
one half hour with a Gannon University ESL (English as 
a Second Language) student...at Gannon, indoors or 
outside. Pick a subject to talk about each week (family 
life, school, careers, Erie, holidays, food, sports, hob-
bies, etc.); develop open-ended questions. You get to 
know a student and their culture. Students get to 
know an American and their culture--plus practice 
conversational English! Once students are proficient in 
English they can begin their academic studies! One 
semester commitment. Contact Seph Kumer (text or 
leave message) at 814.566.0287  

mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org


Meet Shawn Harmon, Our New Mission Partner in Italy 
 

The church mission committee has selected a new mission partner for First Covenant!  
His name is Shawn Harmon.  He is the son of Rev. Tim Harmon, pastor of Second Pres-
byterian Church, Oil City.  Shawn has a Masters of Divinity from Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. 
 

The committee met with Shawn earlier this year and was excited about the work he is 
doing in Italy with refugees from across the globe.  Shawn’s work reminded the com-
mittee of connections First Covenant has had with Erie’s refugee community. 
 

Shawn is serving his first 3-year term with The Antioch Partners mission-sending organ-
ization.  He is in Rome, furthering his Italian language proficiency and working through 
a local church to meet the needs of refugees: English and Italian language school, 
homework help, music lessons, food provisions. 
 

In his August letter to supporters, Shawn asks for prayers for the anticipated influx of 
Afghan and Tunisian refugees.  Shawn is also a diabetic and asks for prayers related to 
his health and health supplies. 
 

Karola Ranft is the church’s liaison with Shawn. 

Erie Gives Results—Thanks! 

 

Thank you to all who gave to First Covenant through Erie Gives on August 10th. A total of 66 donors gave 
$70,591.21 to the mission and ministries of the church. With the $3,158.29 match, the total received was 
$73,749.50. Thank you, as well, to all who give faithfully throughout the year! The church is grateful for your gen-
erosity. 

Shawn Harmon, Mission Partner in Rome 
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Fall Worship & Study Theme: The Big Picture 

 

Beginning September 12th, in worship and faith formation we will 
explore The Big Picture of the bible.  Most of us are familiar with a 
number of biblical stories and/or persons.  Yet, often we see the 
bible as a rather disjointed gathering of poetry, history, prophecy, 
letters, songs, wisdom, etc.  Sometimes we focus on individual pas-
sages or verses and fail to recognize the overall concepts of the 
bible, with Jesus at its heart.  This fall we will remind ourselves of 
some of the big ideas of the scriptures!  Make worship and faith 
formation a habit and see what the Spirit can teach us! 

 
Fall Faith Formation 

 

Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

 

Children & Youth: 
Pre-K-4th Grade—  Children will enjoy hands-on learning as they read through the whole Bible this year.  During faith 
formation hour, children will enjoy free-play, experiments, cooking, art, games and more as they are introduced to 
the story for the day. Then, in Kids’ Church during the 11 a.m. service, they will explore the story deeper with ques-
tions, discussions, and prayer PLUS play chimes with Mr. Service every Sunday! As we continue to adjust to ongoing 
pandemic precautions, we may add singing later in the Spring.  Kids’ Church will be held outside at the playground for 
as long as we can in the Fall!  All Children will be released from the Sanctuary Service to  Kids’ Church after the Chil-
dren’s Moment. Pastor Britney & Mr. Service will walk the kids back to fellowship hour around 12:15 PM.  Parents are 
welcome to come and pick their child anytime before then. 

 

5th-8th Grade— Our middle school-aged youth will gather in one of the rooms off the Senior High Lounge on the Third 
Floor.  Their discussions will center around the curriculum Echo the Story, a DVD curriculum based around journaling 
the Bible stories, hearing them differently, and sharing their thoughts with one an-
other. 

 

9th-12th Grade— Our high school-aged youth will gather in one of the rooms off the 
Senior High Lounge on the third floor. Their discussions will center around the cur-
riculum Re:Form Ancestors, a DVD/workbook curriculum that explores the crazy, 
imperfect, at times unlovable people from the Old and New Testaments and ask the 
question: How am I like them?  How is God working through me? 
 

Confirmation Class— Pastor Britney will start a confirmation class for those entering 
8th, 9th, and 10th grade including those who did not get to finish in 2020. Confirma-
tion Class will meet 2 times each month beginning in October through May. Stu-
dents will be confirmed in early June during worship. Confirmation will consist of 
meeting together to study scripture and theology with the ability to ask questions 
and learn from one another. We will take field trips to different places for service, 
worship, and learning. If your student are entering Grades 8th, 9th, or 10th and 
would like to participate, please let Pastor Britney know by September 19.  
 
 

Adults: 
Themes From the Psalms with Elder Bill Holmes—Many of us can recite the 23rd Psalm from memory.  Some can 
quote at least portions of several others.  But there are so many more, well over 100 more, that cover the spectrum 
of human moods, experiences, and emotions.  Collectively they catch the reality of our up and down relationship 
with God, help us express thoughts and emotions that we might not have words for or feel quite right about, and 
move us steadily along the path of knowing God. Come, join the conversation in Room 313 as we explore this ancient 
collection of writings that help us deal with the difficulties of suffering, anger, and discouragement as well as bless-
ings of forgiveness, security, trust, true happiness and more. 

(8) 



Fall Faith Formation, continued... 
 

Faith Discussion with Rob Baker— We will be looking at Native American Christianity, its 
culture and history regarding decolonization and integrating Indigenous spirituality and 
ritual into modern Christian worship. Discussions will be centered around the Richard 
Twiss book, Rescuing the Gospel from the Cowboys, along with study of familiar Biblical 
passages from the First Nations Version of the New Testament.  Room 116 

 

Pastors’ Class: Join Pastors Chris Weichman and Britney Knight as they explore the Bible 
beginning to end.  Most Sundays, teaching and discussion will focus around the sermon 
text for the day.  However, on other Sundays, we will have guest teachers and lecturers 
join us for study around the Biblical Text and Christian Traditions.  On Sept 12th and 19th, 
Rev. Keith Sundberg will be teaching on the “What is the Bible?”  His talks will focus on 
how the Christian Canon of Old and New Testaments came to be, who wrote them, how 
we should read them, and the history behind it all.  More guest lecturers to come! Fidelis Room 
 
 

Weekdays: 

 

Youth Group (Grades 6th-12th)—Youth are invited to fellowship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday nights of each 
month from 5-7:30 p.m. From 5-6, those interested in music with Mr. Service will ring bells, and when it is 
safe to do so, they will resume choir as well. From 6-7:30, all youth are invited to share a meal together, 
play games, have discussion, and more!  On the off weeks, other volunteering activities will be available and 
may happen on a different day than Sunday.  More information to come!   The hopes are to serve at Sunday 
Supper, Our Neighbor’s Place, Second Harvest Food Bank, and other places our youth have loved serving. 
Plus, join in other projects with different committees of the church like the Deacons, Mission Committee, and 
more. Youth Group is for music, fellowship, and service while Faith Formation Hour on Sunday mornings is 
dedicated to study and exploration of the Bible, our tradition, and worship. All youth are encouraged to do 
both to grow in faith and with one another. 

 

Women & The Word—For all women ages 18+, this is a phenomenal group of multi-
generational women who gather weekly to study the Word, ask questions, deepen their 
faith, and learn from one another.  This Fall, our study text will be based on a Presbyterian 
Women’s Horizon Study titled Reconciling Paul, A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians 
by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty.  Studies are available for free in the church office and are NOT 
mandatory to follow.  What’s most important is that you come, bring a Bible (but we have 
those, too, in case you forget), bring an open mind, and have some fun digging into the 
Word together. In this study, we will approach the texts that are hard to reconcile with re-
garding women, moral authority, how Paul’s writings have impacted our tradition, and the 
relevance his writings have today.  We meet in-person every Tuesday beginning Tuesday, September 14th at 
7 p.m. in the Parlor. 
   

Wednesday Morning Bible Study—Every Wednesday from 10:30-11:30 a.m., this group meets in Room 116.  
There is an online Zoom option available as well at the same time.  In August, we began our study through the 
book of Genesis.  We are reading every chapter and verse and discussing it!  Already, we have had some great 
conversations, new insights, and have been refreshed by our time together. Every person welcome!  

 

Facebook Live Bible Study—This is available every Wednesday at noon. Hosted by the pastors and focused 
on a study of the upcoming sermon text, this study can be found on our First Presbyterian Church of the Cov-
enant Facebook Page. 

 

Men’s Bible Study—Every other Thursday morning from 7:30-8:00 a.m., Pastor Chris and several other men 
join over Zoom for a short study of passage, reflection, sharing of concerns, and prayer.  Once a quarter, this 
group meets for breakfast at Eat n’ Park. For more details, email chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org  

(9) 
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https://tinyurl.com/CalendarFPCC

