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Celebrate Our Grads After Worship June 6? 

July: Sunday Supper is 7, 
Baseball, “Masks Optional” 

July 18: Church Baseball Outing 
Everyone is invited to a home game of the Erie Seawolves on Sun-
day, July 18th at 1:35 PM. This event is sponsored by the Christian 
Education committee who is making the tickets available for $5/
person. Sign up your family and pay at the church office by Sunday 
July 4th; 40 spots available. Join your church family and enjoy a day 
out at the park! We look forward to seeing you there! 

Celebrating Seven Years of Sunday Supper Ministry July 4 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25:40 

 

Seven years of serving Sunday Supper has been extremely rewarding but I 
must admit the past 15 months have presented some unique challenges.  As I 
look back over seven years, I count only 14 Sundays when we did not serve 
(some Easter Sundays, the Sunday of the MLK Center Thanksgiving dinner, 
and some December Sundays when Cathedral Prep served Christmas din-
ner).  This means we have served a hot meal on 350 Sundays!  It wouldn’t be 
possible without God’s faithfulness, help and support from our congregation, 
and the ministry partnerships formed with many churches and organizations.   
A special thank you goes out to the Episcopal Cathedral of Saint Paul who pre-
pared food and allowed us to use their facility when Koinonia met in our 
building, and to the First United Methodist Church for opening their building 
and providing hospitality to Sunday Supper when Our Neighbors’ Place was 
housed in our building. 
 

At the beginning of the pandemic, we were forced to change gears quickly to a take-out meal 
and we continue with that plan, slowly transitioning to a dine-in meal.  All guests are being 
served the same boxed meal, but those who have shown their vaccine card have the option to 
dine-in at socially distanced tables.  Volunteers continue to wear masks.  We will continually 
make adjustments as more of our guests are vaccinated.  We look forward to the day when all 
can once again be served from the buffet line and gather around tables for company and con-
versation. 
 

Thank you for trusting me and the faithful Sunday volunteers, as we feel blessed to be a part of 
this active ministry.  Sunday Supper could not happen without a faithful few from First Covanant  
and other congregations who volunteer every Sunday. I am overwhelmingly grateful for your 
prayers, your help with food prep and serving, and your financial support.  It truly “takes a vil-
lage” for successful ministry.  Joy and peace—  Pat Tracy 

Worship Online or In-person 
Summer Sundays 

10:00 a.m. 

Face Masks Now 
Optional for Worship*  

*except for those NOT YET fully-vaccinated 
& for EVERYONE when singing 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org


Clerk’s Corner 

At their June 21, 2021 stated meeting (Zoom), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

 

+  Heard from our commissioners to the last meeting of Lake Erie Pres- 
 bytery that Rev. Kieth Sundberg has been elected as the new modera-

tor of presbytery. 
+  Began a study centered on the Book of Order.  This first session fo-

cused on the tension between order and freedom in our Presbyterian 
system.  There is a need for greater understanding of the role of dis-
cernment guided by the Holy Spirit in the making of decisions. 

+  Heard a very positive report on the recent youth Work Week Camp 
from Rev. Knight. 

+  Acted to approve a new full-time staff position of Communication As-
sociate as recommended by the Personnel Team.  This is not a tradi-
tional secretary/administrative assistant position; the person employed 
will be expected to be a member of the ministry team focused on com-
municating the church’s story with the skill set to do so across a broad 
range of platforms including the bulletin, Covenant Chimes, social me-
dia, and the website.  

+  Acted to approve a three day work week for JoAnn Peters from July 1st 
through August 31st. Her pay to be adjusted for the hours worked. 

 
 

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

(2) 

The prayer chain is now accessible on a google drive and updated 
often. It can be accessed from cell phones, tablets, or laptops. If you 
would commit to pray regularly for needs presented on the list, contact 
montgomery.servie@firstcovenanterie.org

Worship & Church Picnic on Presque Isle 
“The Beloved Community” 

 

What better way to celebrate the end of the Summer than with the 
church family in worship outside!  On Sunday, August 22nd, In-
Person Worship will be held at the Cookhouse Pavilion on Presque 
Isle State Park at 10 AM.  Facebook LIVEstream will still happen 
that day for our folks at home or afar!  After worship, there will be 
a picnic around the many picnic tables under the pavilion.  There 
will also be children’s art activities, a multi-generational scavenger 
hunt, and a few more games for everyone. Everyone is welcome to 
head over to the beach for some swimming! Spend a morning and 
afternoon enjoying the last moments of summer. Our theme for 
the day will be The Beloved Community: John 13:35, “By this eve-
ryone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

“Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
our neighbors at the Covid Vaccine Clinic.  
Great job!” 
—Almi Clerkin, Associate Vice President  for 
Advancement, Gannon University (vaccine 
clinic volunteer & church neighbor) 

“Thank you for putting together such a 
beautiful (graduation) service I am excited 
to read the book you gave graduates Garden 
City. I appreciate all of the opportunities I 
had to serve the youth and your passion to 
lead them towards Christ. Though we may 
be moving on soon, I will always look back 
at fond memories we had together, and I 
thank you for that.” 
—Dr. Alex Moldovan (recent Gannon grad, 
youth ministry volunteer and Campus Minis-
ter Rachel’s husband) 

“As we navigate through extraordinary times, I wanted to say THANK 
YOU for your collaboration in combatting the spread of COVID-19 in 
our community!  I truly can’t think of a better community partner than 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant to support our COVID-19 
vaccination clinics in Erie. Please find a small token of appreciation 
(pictured at right) for your contributions. I look forward to  our contin-
ued partnership.” 
—Jason C. Chenault, Ph.D., Senior Director of Emergency, Hospitalist & 
Critical Care Services, UPMC Hamot  

mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org


Great To Be 
Together Again! 

The congregation gathered to cel-
ebrate high school and university 
graduates in June. In July and Au-
gust the Hospitality/Membership 
committee will provide light re-
freshments after worship under 
the bell tower. Gather again with 
old friends and make new ones! 

(3) 



———————————————————————— 

Summer Church Events 

 

July 4 Celebrating 7 years—Sunday Supper 4 p.m. 
July 18 FPCC at the Erie SeaWolves 1:35 p.m. 
August 21 Blood Drive 8 a.m. to noon 
August 22 Worship at Cookhouse, Presque Isle 10 a.m. 
September 1 Block Party, 6-8 p.m. 
September 12 Worship time change to 11 a.m. 

Summer Our West Bayfront Partnership Events 

 

July 7, 14, 21, 28 West BayFit and WestBayWalks at 
 Bayview Park, 6-8 p.m. 
August 3 National Night Out at Gridley Park, 5-8 p.m. 
August 4, 11 WestBayFit and WestBayWalks at 
 Bayview Park, 6-8 p.m. 
September 11 PorchFest Music Festival throughout 
 the church neighborhood (afternoon) 

In-Person Worship Attendance Form 
Please print. Hand-in at entrance to sanctuary. For attendance, health screening and contract tracing. Thank you. 

 

Name  ______________________________________________________     Worship  Date ____________________ 

 

Phone number ___________________________________                Vaccinated?       YES           NO          OTHER 
 

Experiencing any of the following:  Shortness of breath, cough, fever, chills, body aches, loss of sense of smell or 
taste, headache, nausea, vomiting?     YES           NO 
 

In the last 14 days...  
have you been within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more with anyone that has tested positive for Covid?     YES         NO 
have you been tested, with a positive result, for Covid-19?     YES          NO (4) 

Bible Study: Book of Hebrews   Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  All are welcome to join Pastor Britney in the Fidelis 
Room at 10:30-11:30 AM for study through the Book of Hebrews.  If you’d prefer to gather via zoom from your 
home, backyard or the beach, Pastor Britney provides that option as well. Please let her know if you wish to join 
by zoom:  britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Bible Study (Facebook) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon. Pastor Chris, sermon texts. 

Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursdays, July 1, 15 & 29, 7:30 a.m., Pastor Chris 

Faith Formation is Year-Round & Life-Long... 

Youth Group Kennywood Trip July 28   
The youth of the church will be invited to travel together to Pittsburgh for a day at Kennywood Amusement Park!  
Watch email and bulletin for details! 
 

Women’s Paint ‘n’ Sip Night Out... 

On one of the last Thursdays in July, the women of the church will be invited to a night of painting and drinks for a 
fun night out!  Stay tuned for final date, time, and location! 

Coming in September…Studying a New Bible Translation 

Rob Baker’s Sunday morning Faith Formation class will be using a new translation of the new testament, a Native 
American / First Nations version. If you are interested in obtaining a copy of this version,  let Pastor Britney  know 
so she can include one for you in the  book order! 

Confirmation Class 

In Spring 2020, the confirmation class suspended meeting together until they could meet in person.  This Fall, Pas-
tor Britney will start a whole new confirmation class for those entering 8th, 9th, and 10th grade including those who 
did not get to finish in 2020. Confirmation Class will meet 2 times each month beginning in October through May. 
Students will be confirmed in early June during worship.  Confirmation will consist of meeting together to study 
scripture and theology with the ability to ask questions and learn from one another.  We will be taking field trips to 
different places for service, worship, and learning.  If your student will be entering Grades 8th, 9th, or 10th this Fall 
and would like to participate, please let Pastor Britney know as soon as possible. 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20mailing%20list


Pastor Britney Knight and members of the youth 
group (Nathan Cooper, Aida Fritts, Jackson 
Ginader, Sophia Ginader, Ethan Holmes, Rachel 
Holmes, and Gridley Wright) spent a week in 
June studying the bible, learning about Erie and 
serving community members. They helped with 
vegetable gardens, landscaping, food packing 
and odd jobs with our community partners: MLK 
Center, USCRI/ International Institute, Our West 
Bayfront, Woman’s Club, Second Harvest Food-
bank. They also assisted the congregation’s new-
est homeowner Kaitlyn Falk and oldest home-
owner Esther Tregler—both residents in the 
church’s “Our West Bayfront” neighborhood! 

Youth 
Serve 
Erie 

Neighbors 
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The Last Word — Give God Your Best 
Pastor Chris Weichman 

 

 Summer has arrived and pandemic protocols are loosening.  It is time to be outside and enjoy the compa-
ny of friends and family we have missed for the past sixteen months. Everyone is excited to be anywhere but in-
side and separated from one another.  
 Traditionally activity at the church slows a little during the summer.  However, this summer we will be 
more active than any time since the pandemic began. The Lord blessed First Covenant during the pandemic, our 
expenses decreased more than our income.  When we begin to engage more fully in ministry our expenses will 
begin to rise.   As we move outside, travel, and enjoy the weekends please remember the church in your giving. 
 First Covenant is a generous church is so many ways. Everyone agrees generosity and stewardship are val-
uable virtues to practice. We learn from scripture that God is not just concerned with how much we give, but also 
the “quality” of the gift.  Are we giving God our first and our finest?  Or are we just giving God our leftovers? 
 In the days of Moses, God laid out an offering model that involved giving the choicest of options.  God did 
not ask for the sheep that was sickly, the runt of the litter, or the animal that would place 2nd in a livestock com-
petition.  God asked for the first and finest of what the people had to offer. 
 Today we are called to give God our best, not because God needs our gift. God doesn’t. We are called to 
give for 2 reasons—-1) God is worthy of our gift, and 2) It is a tangible way that we put God first in our lives. 
It is easy to give what we do not want, our used leftovers; but such gifts cost us little. 
 A gift that honors God is one that requires sacrifice, because that is the gift that reflects our hearts. 
When we give our first and finest, we acknowledge the position God holds in our lives. In turn, the conversation 
becomes less about checking a box that a certain percentage was given and more about the heart with which we 
give. When we address the heart of the issue real giving born. 

Erie Gives is just around the corner! 

 

On Tuesday, August 10th from 8:00am to 8:00pm you can give to First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant by go-
ing to www.eriegives.org.  The Erie Community Foundation will enhance your gift by providing a prorated match to 
each gift made to the church. 
 

Gift Amount: The minimum gift is $25.00.  There is no limit to the amount of money you may give.  There is no limit 
to the number of organizations you can donate to in a transaction. 
 

Credit Cards: Only Visa, MasterCard, and Discover will be accepted.  The credit card processor charges a nominal 
fee per transaction.  The Erie Foundation does not receive any fees.  Credit card gift cards are not accepted. 
 

Checks: You may write a check for your donation. Checks must be made out to The Erie Community Foundation 
All checks must be accompanied by a Check Donation Form which can be found at www.eriegives.org 
Checks must be delivered to The Erie Community Foundation (459 West 6th Street, Erie, PA 16507) no later than 
Monday, August 9, 2021. 
 

In 2019 First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant received $49,000 through Erie Gives.  In 2020 that amount 
jumped to $72,387.  Your participation in Erie Gives continues to be a blessing to the ministries of this church.  We 
are grateful for your generosity. Remember, every gift makes a difference! 

Hiding A 
Musical Talent?  

 

Share it!!!!! Offer God and the 
congregation your music tal-
ents and gifts by contacting 
Monty Service Montgomery. 
Service@firstcoveanterie.org  
or Leslie Weber bachfan 
1956@gmailcom (6) 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ give by clicking the blue “shop now” 

button. 

http://www.eriegives.org
mailto:www.eriegives.org
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:bachfan1956@gmail.com?subject=Lent%20Music
mailto:bachfan1956@gmail.com?subject=Lent%20Music
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/

