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Celebrate Our Grads After Worship June 6? 

New Banner Celebrates 
Return to In-Person Worship 
Not only is there now a chance to see 
one-another in-person in worship, 
there is a chance to see the fruit of 
months of labor of Ellie Zimmer. An 
accomplished fabric artist, Ellie incor-
porated faces of those gathered for 
pandemic “parking lot fellowship” one 
Sunday last fall into a colorful banner.  
It carries the message “Many Form 
One Body of Christ” (Romans 12:5).  
How true! Though all could not attend 
the fall 2020 event, the banner is a vis-
ible reminder that First Covenant is 
one body of people from various life 
stages, personalities, ethnicities and 
family groupings. Look closely, do you 
recognize yourself or any familiar faces 
in this banner? Who? Email 
(office@firstcovenanterie.org) or snail-
mail a list of those you recognize to 
the church during June, and one re-
sponse will be chosen July 4 for a for a 
pair of tickets and some baseball snack 
bucks for the church’s July 18 after-
noon at the  Erie SeaWolves. What a 
blessing to be able to worship together 
again! What a blessing to be part of 
the Body of Christ at First Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant! Be sure to 
check out the many opportunities to 
gather together this summer for wor-
ship, fun, service and faith formation 
inside this June Covenant Chimes... 

Worship online or in-person: 
Summer Sundays — 10:00 a.m. 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org


Clerk’s Corner 

At their May 17, 2021 stated meeting (Zoom), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

+ Elected elder Ellie Zimmer as one of our commissioners to the May 25th 
presbytery meeting. 

+ Returned to previous conversation regarding Covenant Preschool. 
+ Heard and shared positive feedback from our first Sunday return to in-

person worship. Discussion and changes will continue in accord with 
changing CDC guidelines. 

+ Heard a positive report of the Covid vaccine clinic held in the sanctuary on 
May 16th in conjunction with UPMC Hamot, Gannon, and Our West Bay-
front.  At least 160 people were vaccinated. 

+ Approved the baptisms of three children and one adult with the dates and 
times to be determined based on CDC guidelines. 

+ Approved a Sunday service, off site, at the Cook House on Presque Isle 
Bay, near beach 7 to be held on August 22, 2021.  Time and food to be 
determined.   

+ Approved a worship service time change to 10:00 a.m. effective Sunday, 
May 30, 2021 thru Sunday, September 5, 2021.   

+ Approved Rev. Graham Standish to preach on Sunday, June 6, 2021 and 
retroactively approved the preaching of Rev. Dr. John Welsch, Rev. Julia 
DiFiore, and Rev. Josh Heikkila.   

 
 

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

(2) 

The prayer chain is now accessible on a google drive and updated 
often. It can be accessed from cell phones, tablets, or laptops. If you 
would commit to pray regularly for needs presented on the list, contact 
montgomery.servie@firstcovenanterie.org

Happy Anniversary, 
Sunday Supper! 

 

Celebrate seven years of serving Sunday 
Supper On Sunday, July 4th.  Details of the 
celebration are sketchy at this time as the 
big unknown is if it will still be served as a 
carry-out meal or if it will be dine-in, or a 
combination of dine-in for vaccinated 
guests, continued take-out for others. 
What is known is that there will be a 4th 
of July picnic that includes a hamburger, a 
hot dog, potato salad and strawberry 
shortcake.  If dine-in, watermelon will be 
added to the menu.  Please watch the 
weekly worship bulletin for announce-
ments concerning ways you can help with 
this 7th Anniversary Celebration. 

A New Home! 
Church member and youth leader Kaitlyn Falk is  
sinking her roots in the church neighborhood! 
Congratulations on your first home purchase!! 

Church Baseball Outing: Erie Seawolves 
Everyone is invited to a home game of the Erie Seawolves on 
Sunday, July 18th at 1:35 PM. This event is sponsored by the 
Christian Education committee who is 
making the tickets available for $5/
person. Beginning June 1st sign up your 
family and pay at the church office.  Sign 
up ends Sunday July 4th, 40 spots availa-
ble. Join your church family and enjoy a 
day out at the park! We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Worship & Church Picnic on Presque Isle 
“The Beloved Community” 

 

What better way to celebrate the end of the Summer than with the 
church family in worship outside!  On Sunday, August 22nd, In-
Person Worship will be held at the Cookhouse Pavilion on Presque 
Isle State Park at 10 AM.  Facebook LIVEstream will still happen 
that day for our folks at home or afar!  After worship, there will be 
a picnic around the many picnic tables under the pavilion.  There 
will also be children’s art activities, a multi-generational scavenger 
hunt, and a few more games for everyone. Everyone is welcome to 
head over to the beach for some swimming! Spend a morning and 
afternoon enjoying the last moments of summer. Our theme for 
the day will be The Beloved Community: John 13:35, “By this eve-
ryone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
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“To all of the First 
Responders & Work-
ers this Sunday and 
forever! Your service 
is much appreciated 
and does not go un-
noticed. Stay happy, 
healthy and safe!   
—Tyrone & Christina” 
(thank you from 
neighbors who came 
for vaccinations) 

How We      Our Neighbors   

After 169 neighbors dropped by the church for 
vaccination on May 16, UPMC Hamot, Our 
West Bayfront, Gannon, the MLK Center and 
the church decided to offer another opportuni-
ty on June 6, 3-6 p.m.  And this time the neigh-
borhood pizza shop “Porky’s” will provide free 
slices for everyone receiving the Pfizer vaccine.  
All welcome. Ages 12 and up.  Encourage a re-
luctant friend, neighbor, co-worker or family 
member to walk-in and “get it over with”.  No 
pre-registration needed. To help with hospital-
ity, call/text Seph Kumer asap: 814.566.0287 

“To our valued partners at the First 
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
Thank you for your incredible leader-
ship and commitment to the  West 
Bayfront community which resulted in 
such a successful vaccination clinic in 
May. We are so grateful for your con-
stant willingness to collaborate to 
meet the needs of this neighborhood 
and go the extra mile to serve your 
neighbors. 
—Anna Frantz , 
Executive Director, Our West Bayfront” 



Summer “Save the Dates”… More Details to Come... 

———————————————————————— 

Summer Church Events 

 

June 6 Celebrate High School & College Grads with a 
 box brunch, 6th Street lawn after 10 a.m. worship  
June 30 Bloodmobile Blood Drive 8 a.m. to noon 
July 4 Celebrating 7 years—Sunday Supper 4 p.m. 
July 18  FPCC at the Erie SeaWolves 1:30 p.m. 
August 21 Bloodmobile Blood Drive 8 a.m. to noon 
August 22 Worship at Cookhouse, Presque Isle 10 a.m. 
September 1 Block Party?? 
September 12 Worship time change to 11 a.m. 

Summer Our West Bayfront Partnership Events 

 

June 27  Erie Philharmonic Concert 3 p.m., Gridley  
 Park: Peter & the Wolf 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 West BayFit and WestBayWalks at 
 Bayview Park, 6-8 p.m. 
August 3 National Night Out at Gridley Park 
August 4, 11  WestBayFit and WestBayWalks at 
 Bayview Park, 6-8 p.m. 
September 25 PorchFest Music Festival throughout 
 the church neighborhood (afternoon) 

In-Person Worship Attendance Form 
Please print. Hand-in at entrance to sanctuary. For health screening and contract tracing purposes only. Thank you. 

 

Name  ______________________________________________________     Worship  Date ____________________ 

 

Phone number ___________________________________                Vaccinated?       YES           NO          OTHER 
 

Experiencing any of the following:  Shortness of breath, cough, fever, chills, body aches, loss of sense of smell or 
taste, headache, nausea, vomiting?     YES           NO 
 

In the last 14 days...  
have you been within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more with anyone that has tested positive for Covid?     YES         NO 
have you been tested, with a positive result, for Covid-19?     YES          NO (4) 

Bible Study: Book of Hebrews   Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  Beginning June 2nd, all are welcome to join Pastor 
Britney in the Fidelis Room at 10:30-11:30 AM for study through the Book of Hebrews.  For those who want to 
gather via zoom, Pastor Britney will provide that option as well. Please let her know if you will be joining by zoom:  
britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Bible Study (Facebook) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon. Pastor Chris, sermon texts. 

Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursdays, June 3 & 17, 7:30 a.m., Pastor Chris 

Faith Formation is Year-Round... 

Youth & Women, Keep An Eye Out for... 

At the time of this publication, Pastor Britney was working on summer events for Youth and Women.  Sometime 
on a weekday in late July, the youth of the church will be invited to spend the night in church and then head down 
to Pittsburgh the next morning for a day at Kennywood Amusement Park!  On one of the last Thursdays in July, 
the women of the Church will be invited to a night of painting and drinks for a fun night out!  Stay tuned for final 
dates, times, and locations! 

 June 19: Next Blood Drive 
2021 Bloodmobile Schedule 

June 19th 
August 21st 

8 a.m. to noon. Limited bloodmobile occupancy for 
social distancing. Come masked. Contact Tim Camp-
bell: 397-8570. 

October 23rd 
December 18th 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20mailing%20list


4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ give by clicking the blue “shop now” 

button. 

Music Talents Were Given to Be Shared!!  
 

Don’t make the pipe organ do all the work! Offer God and the congregation your 
music talents and gifts during the summer by contacting Monty Service Mont-
gomery.Service@firstcoveanterie.org  or Leslie Weber bachfan1956@gmailcom 

New Eagle Scout: Ethan Holmes 
 

Some from the  First Covenant church family celebrated Ethan Holmes’ new 
rank of Eagle Scout at St. Mark the Evangelist R.C. Church on May 23rd. Pas-
tor Britney was a part of the ceremony and Pastor Chris and Montgomery 
Service also attended. Part of Ethan’s Eagle Scout process was creating picnic 
tables last summer for the church and Gaudenzia. Well done, Ethan!   

“Operation End Poverty would 
like to thank you tremendous-
ly for your help in helping us 
‘crush poverty’. 
—Jesse Ntihemuka, Justin 
Ritter, Laurie Harris, Reem 
Alkhazal, Håvard S. Kristensen” 
(Gannon students who de-
signed and sold bracelets to 
assist the local United Way 
with their campaign to crush 
poverty in Erie) 

Confirmation Class 

In Spring 2020, the then-current confirmation class suspended meeting together until they could meet in per-
son.  This Fall, Pastor Britney will start a whole new confirmation class for those entering 8th, 9th, and 10th Grade 
including those who did not get to finish in 2020. This coming year confirmation will look a little different!  We will 
meet 2 times each month beginning in October through May. The students will be confirmed in early June during 
worship.  Confirmation will consist of meeting together to study scripture and theology with the ability to ask ques-
tions and learn from one another.  On a few occasions, we will be taking field trips to different places for service, 
worship, and learning.  If your student will be entering Grades 8th, 9th, or 10th this Fall and would like to take part in 
Confirmation, please let Pastor Britney know as soon as possible so that a schedule can take shape for the Fall. 
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Stewardship: “Spoon” or “Ladle”? 
 

 Our culture consistently drives us to a life focused on serving ourselves; we call this “spoon thinking”. 
Commercials, television, the Internet, movies, and more communicate that our individual happiness is only 
achieved by focusing on our own wants and desires. Instead, why not try “ladle thinking”? After all, a spoon is for 
feeding yourself, but a ladle is for serving others. 
 

 “Ladle” vs. “spoon” thinking illustrates a mindset that is counter-cultural.  When we give up our spoon 
and pick up a ladle, we are following the example of Christ by choosing to think of others’ needs ahead of our 
own. This kind of generosity does not come easily and always moves us beyond our comfort zone. 
 

 For some, “ladle thinking” means writing a check; for others, it involves inviting someone into their life or 
taking the time to serve another person. “Ladle thinking” requires faith and dependence on Christ. The “ladle” 
can manifest itself in different ways, but it always involves a putting off of selfish desires and recognizing our de-
pendence on Christ. 
      ~ ReImagine Blog November 30, 2017  

She’s Brass-Plate Official! 
During May the Personnel Committee 
had Rev. Britney L. V. Knight’s name 
added to the “Ministers” plate at the 
church’s breezeway entrance.   

“Dear First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, 
Thank you for the spring floral 
arrangement you provided for 
the dedication of the Mary, Seat 
of Wisdom Chapel. It was a lovely 
addition to the worship space. 
We are grateful to have the 
church as a neighbor and com-
munity partner. We look forward 
to continuing to work together. 
Best wishes to each of you for a 
happy and restful summer. 
—Sincerely, The Staff of the Mis-
sion and Ministry Office, Gannon 
University” 

Your $1,000 = $2,000 in Books 
for Edison School! 

Pastor Britney Knight and Deacon Sheila 
Sweet presented your Lent gifts to Edison 
School Principal Diane Sutton, Assistant 
Principal Katy Kloss, and Programming Co-
ordinator Eric Evans.  Deacons matched 
congregation gifts. The Edison team was 
very excited to make new book purchases 
for students with author and/or content 
reflective of their diverse student body. 
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We      Students: 
NEW Walk-Through Event 

¡Muy Bueno!  

 

Walking Tacos! Finals Fiesta!  It was a fun May send-off for Gannon students and staff that endured a rough year.  
The church family, the church Campus Ministry Team, the Gannon Campus Ministry Team and the Gannon Inter-
national Hispanic Association teamed up for this first-ever event. Live music by “Mambo Jazz”, fiesta decorations 
and delicious walking tacos (or tacos in a Doritos bag) were enjoyed by all. 225 students passed through the Covid
-safety conscious party. It lightened everyone’s spirits. Campus Minister Rachel Moldovan handed each partici-
pant a small flyer with information about the Kirk House, student parking, worship services, StudySpace Fall 2021, 
and the church’s love for students.  Everyone is praying for a more “normal” 2021-22, but Finals Fiesta will return! 



2 More Grads & 
A Box Brunch to Celebrate on June 6! 

 

Throw a folding/camp chair in the car when you come to 
the 10:00 worship service on June 6.  At 11:00 the Hospi-
tality and Christian Ed Committee will distribute box 
brunches and grad gifts to celebrate the church’s high 
school and college grads.  Noelle Weichman and Alec 
Reese graduate from high school and Kara Headley, Ian 
Headley and Mark Gorman completed college degrees.  
Gannon friends Jesse Ntihemuka, Kasra Gahremani, Arvin 
Sharifbaev, Tenger Batjargal, Alex Moldovan, Nnaemeka 
Ekeh, Zach Taylor  and Mariam Alkhafaji will be celebrated 
also.  Join the fun on the 6th Street lawn! 

The Last Word — How Well Are We Positioned for the Future? 
Pastor Chris Weichman 

 

 Is there a split in the future church ahead?  Carey Nieuwhof opens with this question in her blog post, The 
Coming Church Split (It’s Not What You Think).  “Unfortunately, I think the answer is yes.  It’s not your typical (and 
usually awful) church split about doctrine, polity, personality or the color of the carpet. It’s bigger than that, and 
for the most part, you won’t even realize it’s happening until you look back a few years from now and see what 
took place.” 
  

 As the post-pandemic world takes shape, there is an emerging divide between churches that are well-
positioned for the future and churches that are not.  The disruption of 2020 and beyond catapulted churches into 
the digital age, ready or not.   
 

 For many pastors, elders and members, online worship lies somewhere between a necessary evil, an un-
fortunate necessity, and a service offered for people who can’t get there for the “real thing.”  If this is how we un-
derstand the changes we are in the midst of, in all likelihood, we are going to have a difficult future ahead of us.  
 

 There are two types of change that are necessary to move into an uncertain future: technical change and 
adaptive change.  The Evangelism committee of Main Street Presbyterian Church wants to reach out to the neigh-
borhood.  They decide to buy a new electronic sign to promote their programs and invite the neighbors to wor-
ship.  That is technical change. The Evangelism committee at Central Presbyterian Church learns through trial and 
error how to reach out to neighbors and invites other church members to join them.  As they get to know their 
neighbors, they invite them to a midweek cookout in the community park. That is adaptive change. Technical 
change is easy; adaptive change is difficult.  It is difficult because it requires a change in mindset and behavior. We 
continually need to learn how to be a neighbor.  
 

 First Covenant made several changes during the pandemic: Online worship was added.  We changed 
Monty Service’s position to include worship technology.  We will replace a traditional Administrative Assistant po-
sition with a Communication Associate.  A position that will concentrate on communicating with the church and 
the community via the bulletin, the Chimes Newsletter, the webpage, and social media.  These are necessary to 
continue to engage members and visitors online, in our neighborhood and community.  
 

 Every church has a choice to make. We can long for the way it used to be. We can ignore the changes 
needed to engage members and community.  Or we can step into reality and make the technical and adaptive 
changes to love our neighbors. 
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— Summer Worship Hour:  10:00 a.m.   Advance registration NO LONGER required.— 

Dr. Zachary Taylor 
Physical Therapy, Gannon 

Finishing internship at UPMC 
Mercy in Pittsburgh. Worshiped 
with FPCC/helped with youth. 

Dr. Nnaemeka C. Ekeh  
Physical Therapy, Gannon 

Finishing clinicals in Dallas, TX 
 Worshiped/volunteered 

with FPCC. Nigeria 


