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NEW: 
Easter (Saturday) Vigil 

Join us in front of the 6th Street 
bell tower for a half hour mini-
service observing the day be-
tween Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday.  Our journey through 
scripture and song will lead us 
from Christ’s burial to the 
dawning of a brighter tomor-
row.  Unlike the disciples, we 
know EASTER IS COMING!  Just 
like our gathering for Christmas, 
this service will happen snow, 
rain, or shine!  See you Satur-
day, April 3rd at 7:30 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday:  
Special Communion Bread 
For Maundy Thursday, April 1 com-
munion-from-home on Facebook, 
the church will offer mini-loaves of 
bread for pick-up the week before.  
Church members are baking the 
loaves in March. They will be stored 
in the church freezer, and ready for 
pick-up with palms for Palm Sunday 
March 24-26 during church office 
hours OR drive-up from 5-7 p.m.  

(2) 

From the Cover...It’s Been One Year 

March 15 marks one year since the church first attempted Facebook LIVE worship in anticipation of the need to 
cease gatherings at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.  How our individual and congregational lives have 
changed in one year!  What many new lessons we have learned: patience, the value of community, improvisa-
tion, determination, emphasis on the greater good, our complete dependence on God.  Bible studies and other 
classes moved online, in-person gatherings took place monthly—outdoors, music ministry participants recorded 
their talents for worship, Sunday Suppers & Connections dinners became take-out, our Crop Walk was through 
the neighborhood, we masked, we distanced, we called and mailed notes to check on one another, we celebrat-
ed our building’s 90th anniversary. We celebrated Easter and Christmas from a distance. God provided abun-
dantly! Though we have not met in-person for a year, the cover of the March Chimes is dedicated to the many 
ways God has cared for us during a memorable year. Hope is in the air with regard to the pandemic—and the 
arrival of Easter.  Glance again at the cover photos; what are you reminded of? What is your response to God? 

Palm Pick-Up 2 & Edison School Library Love 
Although we may worship separately for another Palm Sunday (March 
29), you will still be able to join with sisters and brothers in Christ waving 
palms and singing, “Hosanna!”  Pick-up for palms will start Wednesday, 
March 24-Friday, March 26.  You can stop by during office hours all three 
days or drive-thru by the breezeway on Wednesday and Thursday 5-7 
PM. During those times, we will also be collecting donations for books for 
Edison Elementary.  The Deacons will match up to $1,000 as a gift to Edi-
son Elementary.  This donation will be used to bring diversity to the 
books that they read in the library and in the classroom representing au-
thors and stories of all cultures, races, and worldviews so that the diversi-
ty of the students is reflected back to them in the literature they read, 
explore, and study.  Books open worlds and show us what is possible! We 
hope you will join us in this Matthew 25-focused ministry. 

“Lent from Home” Continues, Concluding in March with Holy Week 



NEW Lent Prayer Times & Labyrinth 
 

Spend time in silent prayer and reflection in the sanctu-
ary during March. Times available on select Tuesdays 
are 10, 10:30, 11 and 11:30 a.m. and now on select 
Thursdays during Lent 5, 5:30, 6, 6:30 p.m. You must 
pre-register by calling the church 456-4243. Enter from 
the main 6th street door. Masks covering nose and 
mouth will be required. Seating assigned. Screening will 
occur before entry. Once you are seated, you are invit-
ed to pray or reflect silently. For Lent a new labyrinth 
was added in the chancel for walking prayerfully. Our 
labyrinth resembles the famous one from the 13th Cen-
tury found in Chartres Cathedral, France. Walk while 
praying for the needs of others. Walk while silently re-
peating a prayer of intention for yourself: “Show me 
the way, God” or “Guide my steps, Lord” or “Spirit, fill 
my life.” March Silent Prayer & Labyrinth Dates : Tues-
days, March 2 & 16 & Thursdays, March 11 & 25. 

Our Collection is Growing... 
Love Edison School Families During Lent  

 

During Advent the Deacons collected food for Christmas 
Baskets. The Deacons are continuing this spirit of giving 
during Lent. They have partnered with Edison Elementary 
School (located across from Country Fair & Ricardo’s on 
East Lake Road) to collect items for their Family Pantry. 
Over the five weeks of Lent, different items are being col-
lected weekly and displayed in the chancel.  The Deacons 
have a special monetary collection for the week leading 
up to Palm Sunday (see below)! This ministry is extra 
meaningful for First Covenant since congregation mem-
ber Diane (Briggs) Sutton is Edison’s Principal.  

 

Third Week of Lent starting March 7th: Toilet Paper and 
Paper Towels 

 

Fourth Week of Lent starting March 14th: Cleaning Sup-
plies (Bleach, Pine-Sol, Lysol, Windex, tub & tile, etc.) 

 

Fifth Week of Lent starting March 21st:  Monetary dona-
tions for books for Edison. Deacons will match up to 
$1,000! Checks can be made out to the church, include 
“Edison Books” on memo line. 
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Calling All FPCC Kids: Help with Palm Sunday! 

 

Your help is needed to tell the Easter story.  We don’t get to Easter without first taking the path with Jesus to Jeru-
salem! Pre-Pandemic, children would lead us during Palm Sunday worship with a song of praise while waving palm 
leaves.  Again, in 2021, Palm Sunday will be different.  Help us tell the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem in Mark 
11:1-11. Using a phone or tablet, record yourself, your siblings, even your parents acting out the whole story. We 
encourage you to use what you have at your house as props and background for the story.  Maybe your dog be-
comes the colt that the disciples find tied up just as Jesus tells them! Maybe you use fake flowers and plants as the 
palms or make them out of paper!  Maybe you invite your neighbors to be the crowd!  You can read the story as it 
is being acted out or create your own script! You can shout “Hosanna” or sing!  Make sure you record it horizon-
tally on your phone/tablet and upload it to either Dropbox or Google Drive and send the link to Montgomery Ser-
vice by March 21: Montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org.  Our hope is to have a montage of videos of FPCC 
children celebrating the Lord’s arrival in Jerusalem for our Facebook LIVE Palm Sunday service! 

Easter is Coming! 

 

During our Palm Pick-Up hours on Wednesday, March 24 
and 25, families with young children will also receive Easter 
is Coming!, a book by Tama Fortner.  Reading this book dur-
ing holy week is a great way to prepare your children for 
Easter Sunday! From creation to the prophets to the disci-
ples to us, this book brings the whole story of the Bible to-
gether!  If you don’t get a chance to make it to the Palm 
pick-up, contact Pastor Britney for a copy. 

mailto:Montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org


“Dear Rev. Knight 
and The First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

 

Thank you so much for your incredibly generous donation of $774.00 
raised through your Souper Bowl of Caring and in memory of John 
Gregory. You are so kind to make a donation during these challenging 
times to a small, local nonprofit. We truly appreciate your generosity 
and this gift will go for to help us continue our work. Through special 
gifts of time, energy and financial support, we are able to continue re-
alizing our mission — “...promoting healthy, independent living 
through home delivery of nutrition services” —by delivering ~ 27,000 
meals annually and grocery shopping for the home bound and disabled 
over 1,000 times a year. Please know that this gift goes directly to the 
those most in need in our community and helps us continue to do good 
work. Thank you again for your very kind donation. 

 

Sincerely, 
—Wendy Wallace, Executive Director 
Meals on Wheels of Erie” 
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SOUPer Job, Youth Group! 

 

If you didn’t hear, our Youth Group Stu-
dents raised $774 for Erie Meals on 
Wheels during the Souper Bowl of Caring 
on January 31st.  The church received a 
lovely phone call (and note, shown at right) 
from Erie Meals on Wheels’ Wendy Wal-
lace who said they were touched by the 
very generous donation and would love to 
be there to help support the event in the 
future.  Students, great job doing good and 
shining Jesus’ light in the community! 
Church family, thank you for supporting 
this fundraiser, sharing the event on Face-
book, and buying soup for your neigh-
bors!  Teachers from Strong Vincent, pro-
fessors from Gannon, and friends from 
other Presbyterian churches also came out 
to donate.  It was an all-around success. 

Benedict Scholarship Applications 

 

The Benedict Fund, derived from money given in memory 
of Mary and George Benedict, was established to provide 
college scholarship funds for a student who was active in 
the youth group of the First Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant. Eligibility — Any active member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant who is a high school 
senior and who: (1) has been accepted for admission at 
an accredited four-year undergraduate institution of 
higher education; (2) has been an active participant in the 
youth program of First Presbyterian Church of the Cove-
nant; and (3) has not previously received an award from 
the Benedict Fund. If you would like more information or 
the application, please email Pastor Britney: brit-
ney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  All applications will be 
due by email or in the church office by April 2nd. The 
scholarship will be awarded by May 1st.  

Share your music gifts during Lent 
 

If you are able or interested in sharing your music 
gifts with us this Lent, please contact Monty Ser-
vice Montgomery.Service@firstcoveanterie.org  or 
Leslie Weber bachfan1956@gmailcom 

Monty rehearsing chimes (masked, distanced) with children and their families recently. 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org?subject=Benedict%20Scholarship
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org?subject=Benedict%20Scholarship
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:bachfan1956@gmail.com?subject=Lent%20Music


More Erie Crop Walk News: 
12th in the USA 

Erie County CROP walkers received 
more great news from the Church 
World Service/CROP Walk folks… You’ll 
note on the graphic at right, that the 
2020 Erie County CROP Walk was #12 in 
funds raised in the United States. 
Thanks again to those who walked and 
to those who gave. $57,737.52 was 
raised in Erie County alone to alleviate 
hunger locally—and around the world.   

Clerk’s Corner 

At their February 15, 2021 stated meeting (Zoom), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

 

+ Voted to remove Amy and Elizabeth Fetzner from the membership roll 
 at their request. 
+ Voted to elected elders Dale Sweet and Nancy van den Honert as our 
 commissioners to the February 20th meeting of Lake Erie Presbytery. 
+ Heard a report from Rev. Knight that this year’s youth Souper Bowl of 
 Caring raised $774.00 which the youth voted to donate to Meals on 
 Wheels in memory of John Gregory. 
+ Spent a significant amount of time reflecting upon and discussing the 
 implications of the sixth ordination vow taken by teaching and ruling 
 elders: “Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?” 

   (W-4.4003f). This vow requires movement beyond a public statement, 
  sets a high standard of personal conduct, and has significant implicat
  ions for our commitment to being a Matthew 25 congregation. 

(One immediate consideration of the previous bullet point is level of our 
commitment to the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion program (DEI) adopt-
ed by The Nonprofit Partnership organization of Erie of which First Cove-
nant is a member.) 

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 
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One of our annual “special offerings”.  You may 
make a contribution to “One Great Hour of 
Sharing” (OGHS) any time in Lent through 
April 4.  Mark your check (made out to and 
mailed to First Covenant) with “OGHS” on the 
memo line.  All funds received are applied to 
hunger and disaster relief efforts and commu-
nity development by the Presbyterian Church-
USA.  When hurricanes, forest fires, earth-
quakes and flooding strike around the globe, 
these funds are put to work aiding in the name 
of Jesus in affected communities. Learn more 
about this offering here: https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/  

“Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 

On behalf of his wife Sherri, siblings Bill and 
Mary, and the entire Holmes family, thank you 
for the  prayers, cards, and kind words at the 
time of Jim’s passing.  Your outreach, especially 
in this time of social distancing has been most 
uplifting and strengthening. 

 

—Bill Holmes” 

Prayer Chain 
The prayer chain is now accessible on a google drive and updated 
often. It can be accessed from cell phones, tablets, or laptops. If you 
would commit to pray regularly for needs presented on the list, contact 
montgomery.servie@firstcovenanterie.org 

“Dear FPCC  Friends, 

 

Thank you so much for the (100th birthday) drive
-by and donation to ‘Our Neighbors’ Place’. I ap-
preciate all my friends from church have done for 
me. Keep me in your prayers. 
 

Sincerely, 

Esther Tregler” 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
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Adults  . 

 

Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  Studying: Me and White Supremacy by Layla F. Saad 
available in the church office ($10)  for pick-up. (As recommended by author, group is CLOSED) 
 

Lent Bible Study (Facebook) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon. Sermon “I AM…” texts. Include interviews 
with community ministry partners: Kaitlyn Falk, Kurt Crays, Rose Marie Lackey, Jackie Jones.  

 

Women & The Word (Zoom) Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Always a Guest by Barbara Brown Tay-
lor. There is still time and books are available to join us.  Readings are a couple sermons a week and 
nothing that builds on the other readings, so new participants will not be behind. This is a great multi-
generational, multi-career group of women with a lot of wisdom and compassion.  All women are in-
vited to join! Books available in the office: $10 .  

 

Children & Family  
Resources can be found for at-home faith formation from Growing in Grace & 
Gratitude by PCUSA: www.tinyurl.com/GrowingInGraceGratitude Scroll Down to 
Coloring Pages, Grace Sightings, and Story Audio for Winter 2020-2021 and Spring 
2021.  These are downloadable and free. Grace Sightings provide story, parent 
helps, activities, and discussions. If you need pages printed out, let Pastor Britney 
know and she can prepare a packet for pick-up from the church.  

Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursdays, March 11 & 25, 7:30 a.m., Parables, 
Pastor Chris 
 

Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Rob Baker. Matthew 25  
& Confessions, post-1930. 

March Faith Formation for All Ages... 

Youth (Grades 6th-12th) 

are invited to two days of service and fun.  In February we did not get a chance to hang out and serve like prior 
months but pencil Youth Group on your calendar for March 13th or 14th 1-4 p.m.  The first two hours we will be 
donating our time to “citizen science.”  Citizen science is a term for researchers and scientists enlisting the help 
of everyday people to review thousands of videos,  pictures and data with the hopes of completing their re-
search.  We will be utilizing the website Zooniverse.org to enlist in different research projects from Polar Bears 
to Ice Age Fossils to Light Curves and more. We will help sort through and identify data needed to complete the 
projects.  This research helps scientists understand our environment, world, and space better.  As we are called 
to be care-takers of creation, or a more literal term “co-creators,” with God, this is a whole new way of thinking 
about stewardship.  Bring your laptop or tablet to work together on a project of your choosing.  Computers in 
the office will also be available for small groups to work. During our last hour of time together, Kaitlyn Falk has 
put together a scavenger hunt throughout the building.  10 students per day are allowed to sign-up with Pastor 
Britney. Please text or GroupMe text your reservation. Students are welcomed to do both days.  On Sunday 
March 14th , there is an optional  12:30 p.m. bells practice with Montgomery Service for 45 minutes with the 
hopes of recording a piece for Lent.  Please let Pastor Britney know if you are coming for that optional time!  We 
will see you soon- 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ give by clicking the blue “shop now” 

button. 

Lent-from-Home 
Thank you to the Murphy-Allen family for 
sharing this photo of Ruby, Jasper & 
Pearl’s homeschool table with their Lent 
candle burning in the center. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/GrowingInGraceGratitude
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/


Nominate a Church Leader 
 

Do you know someone who should consider serving as a church officer?  One of the most important things you do 
as a member of First Covenant is nominate church officers.  Officers play a vital role in decision making and the 
ministry of the church. Officers serve the church as elders, deacons or trustees.  

 

Elders are called to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. Elders should be persons 
of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Elders 
are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nur-
ture its faith and life. 

 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeem-
ing love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by 
unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry.  
 

The trustees prayerfully oversee the property, investments, endowments, funds and finances of the church.  They 
work in partnership with the elders to ensure ministry is well-resourced. 
 

If you know someone who would make a good church officer contact Dale Sweet: shedal68@gmail.com 
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To YOU, With Love… 
Addressed to the congregation and pastors  from a Sunday 
Suppers guest and her teenage son, this Valentine was re-
ceived last month.  

Lent Devotions Still Available 
 

Adults: 

 
          Children: 
For weekly iactivities, families 
can check out this FREE online 

resource: www.michiganumc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/Lent-in-a-Box-compressed.pdf   
This resource contains different ways to connect 
to God during Lent through meditation, baking, 
drawing, walking, and so much more!   

If you are interested in a Bible 
study devotional, Lent in Plain 
Sight by Jill J. Duffield will be 
available in the office for a $5 
donation.  This daily devotional 
book has a reflection, ques-
tions for studying the text, and 
a prayer for each day. 

For those who want a tradi-
tional devotional with a 
brief daily reflection and 
prayer, For God So Loved 
the World were included in 
Lent-from-Home kits availa-
ble for pick-up in the office 
while supplies last.  

OWB’s New Home 

 

Our West Bayfront, a signifi-
cant church partner, moved 
into it’s new home on West 
8th Street last month.  Cove-
nant Connections visited the  
long-time “Howard’s Photog-
raphy” building a couple of 
years ago during renova-
tions... But you are invited to 
stop by and say “hello”! OWB 
does impactful work bringing 
together the neighbors, busi-
nesses and organizations of 
Erie’s West Bayfront to pro-
mote positive community de-
velopment. Welcome home! 

mailto:shedal68@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Officer%20Nomination
http://www.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lent-in-a-Box-compressed.pdf
http://www.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lent-in-a-Box-compressed.pdf
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If you are unable to participate in Com-
munion online and would like to share 
communion on your porch, or in your gar-
age, contact Pastor Chris or Pastor Britney. 

The Last Word: “Land jelly-side up!” 

 

“If you have to drop it, drop it jelly-side up.” 
(Cynthia Copeland Lewis, Really Important Stuff My Kids Have Taught Me) 
 

We’ve all had that feeling as the bread is tumbling towards the 
floor.  Will it land jelly-side up or jelly-side down?  I think that is 
a good analogy as we reflect on our response to the pandem-
ic.   No one was prepared for a pandemic but by God’s grace we 
have landed jelly-side up.    
 

On March 16, 2020 the building was closed to gatherings.  Since 
then, First Covenant has embraced jelly-side up ministry: Sun-
day Suppers became take out, worship is live on-line, new Bible 
studies and faith formation on-line and many have joined in the 
Youth Group “GroupMe” chat.  Committee meetings are hosted 
on ZOOM, which as I write this on February 15th is a good thing 
since we are expecting eight inches of snow tonight!   
 

Jelly-side up ministry is not ideal, but it is better than the alter-
native.  It is not the way we would choose to do ministry, but it 
is the season God has given us.  So we will continue to let go, try 
new things, and adapt to worship in a different way and to love 
our neighbors in more creative ways. 
 

—Pastor Chris Weichman 

Summer Camp Updates for Students in 3rd-12th Grade 

 

As indicated in last month’s Chimes, camps are fluid this year, subject to change due to the Pandemic… Right now, 
Wet n’ Wild week is on for our Elementary Students and Work Week is still happening for Middle and High 
School. Montreat Conference in North Carolina is no longer an option due to some restrictions.  With that being 
said, another summer sleep-away camp in Pennsylvania is being considered for our 6th-12th Graders! Stay tuned! 
 
 

Students entering 3rd-6th Grade: Looking for a way for your child to get away and experience camp with others 
their age but stay close by? Consider Camp Lambec: Wet n’ Wild Week June 27-July 2! Camp Lambec is located 
on Lake Erie and is part of the Camping Association of the Presbyteries of Northwest PA. Registration is now open! 
Register online: www.camplambec.net  It is a sleep-over camp filled with worship, bible study, outdoor activities, 
trips to local water and amusement parks. Church scholarships are available; contact Pastor Britney!   
 

Students in 6th-12th Grade: Work Week Camp at the Kirk House!  Because it wasn’t possible to go on a Summer 
Mission Trip in 2020, Pastor Britney is planning a five-day mission trip in our own backyard this June!  Each day the 
group will serve neighbors in downtown Erie together!  If it is safe, the group will stay at the Kirk House. If it is not 
safe, students will meet every morning and spend 4 hours working on a project before parting ways for lunch. 
Dates: June 14th-18th.   As we get closer to June, a cost (food, transportation) will only be required if we are staying 
at the Kirk House. Pastor Britney will keep you updated. 

Gather at the Table—From Home 
 

Be sure to gather “bread” and “cup” at home on 
March 7 for remote Communion. Find Facebook 

LIVE worship here Sundays at 11 a.m.: 
 www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie 

http://www.camplambec.net
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie

