
  
  

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  What a year 2020 was!  On behalf of the staff I 
want to thank you for being so supportive of 
us as we navigated the reality of Covid-
19.  It was challenging but together the 
church responded in creative ways: contin-
uing Sunday Suppers and Our Neighbor’s 
Place, developing new Bible studies and offer- ing 
our talents in worship.  I am reminder of what Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonian church “but always seek to do good to one another and to all” (1 Thessalonians 
5:15).  Unfortunately, the number of people infected with Covid-19 continues to grow.  At the 
December meeting, session decided to not open for in-person worship on January 10th or to 
open for other gatherings.  No date to open the sanctuary has been set, rather this will be con-
tinuously evaluated.  We realize this comes as a great disappointment.  The post-Thanksgiving/
Christmas/New Year surges in infections were anticipated.  The Session desires to keep mem-
bers and staff safe and not contribute to the rising rate of infection. Keep “gathering” for wor-
ship and bible study online.  And give us a “check-in” call to the office early in 2021!  Let us 
know how you are doing!  —Pastor Chris Weichman 
 
 

Help Needed for Second Shelter Cycle January 20—February 2 
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The First Word of 2021:  “Always seek to do good...”  

Call for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part I  
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant calls for the Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation, Part I to be held as an internet Zoom meeting on Sunday, January 31, 2021 
commencing at 1:00 p.m.  According to the revised By-Laws of the Congregation Article VI, 
Section 1, the stated purpose of the meeting is “…electing the Nominating Committee, inform-
ing the congregation of the budget, approving pastoral terms of call and filling vacancies on 
the Session and Board of Deacons.” 
 

 Rev. Chris Weichman       W.D. Holmes 
 Moderator        Clerk of Session  

Our Neighbor’s Place Shelter will return to 
First Covenant, with Covid-19 adaptations, 
January 20 - February 2.  Volunteers are need-
ed for all shifts for this cycle—and the entire 
shelter season.  Face shields will be provided.  
Please contact Dale Sweet at 
shedale68@gmail.com to volunteer.  If you 
would like to help in another way, needed are  
donations of sample size men’s deodorant  
and lotion, chap stick and men’s gloves, hats 
and sweatshirts.  Thank you for the tremen-
dous support, particularly during this challeng-
ing season as volunteers take risks to provide 
shelter for our neighbors without homes. (Photo taken at 2 a.m. as guests sleep in Knox Hall.) 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org
mailto:shedale68@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Shelter


Our building (not our cur-
rent congregation, nor 

the congregations 
that formed it) 

celebrated 90 years 
in December, 2020.  

We give thanks for our 
home base, and God’s 
faithfulness through 
decades of ministry! 

Here are photos from our 
candlelight Christmas/90th 
gathering! Special THANKS 

to each who lent their 
talents to make the 

memorable event possible! 

(2) 

Last Chance: 90th Anniversary 
Commemorative Ornament 

 

The Hospitality & Membership Team had a special 2020 Christ-
mas tree ornament created as a reminder of our  “Comfort” 
Advent theme and to commemorate the 90th Anniversary of 
ministry from 250 West 7th Street. While all ornaments were 
distributed at the December gathering, if you would like one, 
ornaments can be ordered for $5 each by calling the church 
office.  Deadline for orders is January 10. 
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Clerk’s Corner 

At their December 14, 2020 stated meeting (Zoom), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

 

+ Heard correspondence from a college student member, Lake Erie Presby-
tery, the staff at UPMC Hamot’s Children’s Specialty Clinic, and a former 
member now living in Texas but joining in Sunday live-streaming worship all 
thanking First Covenant for how our ministry has reached out and support-
ed them in one way or another. 

+ Given the worsening Covid-19 environment and the latest restrictions on in-
person gathering, voted to rescind previous action that would have re-
turned the 8:30 service to in-person worship.  A new date for resuming in-
person worship will be established at a later time as evolving circumstances 
allow. 

+ Voted to approve a 2021 General Fund Budget showing anticipated revenue 
of $707,574.58 and anticipated expenses of $820,218.64.  While this budget 
shows a significant deficit, there will be no request at this time to withdraw 
funds from the Endowment Fund as has been done in recent years. At this 
time, the unusual circumstances of the 2020 pandemic year appear to be 
resulting in a budget surplus that will be carried forward and cover a signifi-
cant amount of the 2021 apparent deficit. If necessary, a request to with-
draw money from the Endowment Fund will be made later in the year. 

+ Approved a recommendation from the Personnel and Budget committees to 
provide year-end bonuses to our staff in recognition of their extraordinary 
effort to provide meaningful worship, education, and outreach during this 
Covid challenged year. 

+ Approved a document from the Personnel Committee which spells out in 
writing the process to be followed when we are hiring new staff.  The pro-
cess is largely shaped by the recognition that “…all staff positions are part of 
the ministry of the congregation in this community.” 

+ Approved revised job description expanding the position of “Director of Mis-
sional Music” to “Director of Mission Music and Worship Technology”. 

+ Voted to rescind the previously approved calls for special meetings of the 
congregation and corporation to be held on Sunday, January 31, 2021 and 
to call for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part I to be held at 1:00 
p.m. on Sunday, January 31, 2021as a zoom meeting.  

 

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Gannon Resumes 
January 25 

The plan for Gannon is that 
students will resume classes, 
in-person, on January 25.  
Keep the students, staff and 
Kirk House in your prayers. 

August 21st 
October 23rd 

December 18th 

 Mark Your Calendar- 
 2021 Bloodmobile Schedule 

February 13th 
April 17th 
June 19th 

8 a.m. to noon; donation by appointment 
only. Limited bloodmobile occupancy for so-
cial distancing. Come masked. Contact Tim 
Campbell: 397-8570. 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

NEW: 4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ give by clicking the blue “shop now” button. 

Deacon Food Bag Ministry Thanks 

 

“The Deacons would like to thank the congregation for their great response to the 
Christmas Dinner Bag Ministry. Over 60 bags of groceries were donated! We were 
able to provide a ham and bags of food to 18 families from our FPCC community and 
18 families from Strong Vincent Middle School.” —Diane Ream 

 

“On behalf of the Strong Vincent family, we want to give a huge THANK YOU to every-
one who participated in the Christmas Dinner bags. Our 18 families were so surprised 
by the quality and quantity of goods in the basket- especially the candy bags for the 
kids! Everyone was incredibly grateful, most of all- we on the Community School Team 
are thankful to have such amazing partners at FPCC!” —Kaitlyn Falk 

Pictured: Deacons working on the Food Bag Ministry 

January Faith Formation 
Children/Families Check your email (and spam) 
 for 2021 survey from Britney and Monty 
Youth Watch bulletin for ministry opportunities 
Adults 
Women & the Word (Zoom) Tues., book study 
Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m., 
 resumes Jan. 13, Pastor Britney 
Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays,     
 12:00 noon, resumes Jan. 13, pastors lead.  
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursdays, Jan. 14 
 & 28, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris 
Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., re
 sumes Jan. 17th, studying Matthew 25 and 
 the confessions—post 1930, Rob Baker. 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
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Gather at the Table—From Home 
 

Be sure to gather “bread” and “cup” at home on 
January 3 for remote Communion. Find Facebook 

LIVE worship here Sundays at 11 a.m.: 
 www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie 

Weekly Worship Guide & News Email 
Does the church have your current email address? If you would like to receive the weekly worship guide & news 
email, send an email request to office@firstcovenanterie.org  Each week this email is sent to 350 addresses.  The 
worship guide includes music for the hymns and everything needed to worship from home. 

Find details about virtual bible studies, 
women’s and men’s groups, 

children’s & family ministries, 
neighbor-care opportunities and much more: 

www.firstcovenanterie.org 

For now...a safe way to be “in church” 
 

Spend time in silent prayer and reflection in the 
sanctuary during January. Times available are 10, 
10:30, 11 and 11:30 a.m.  You must pre-register by 
calling the church.  Enter from the main 6th street 
door, Masks covering nose and mouth will be re-
quired.  Seating assigned.  Screening will occur be-
fore entry.  Once you are seated, you are invited to 
pray or reflect silently.  Copies of the prayer chain 
and devotional booklets will be provided. Upcom-
ing dates : January 5 & 19. 

Pandemic 
Youth Ministry 

Looks Like... 

The youth group prepared 
and served dinner at Sunday 
Suppers, and distributed 140 
gift bags to dinner guests on 
December 20th.  They also 

paid a visit to the bell tower 
where Colin Fabich rang the 
bell for the special outdoor 

candlelight gathering. 

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org

