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Comfort of Christmas Gathering December 20  
 

“ 
 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 

and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received 

of the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain: 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together: 

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
—Isaiah 40:1-5 

While we cannot gather indoors for Advent or 
Christmas Eve this year, we will attempt to gather 
briefly on Sunday, December 20th at 5:30 p.m. on 

the sidewalk areas in front of the church of both sides of 6th Street.  The fifteen-minute gath-
ering will include special music, candle-lighting, and reading of the Christmas story from Luke.  
It will not include congregational singing. Some special 90th Anniversary (take-along) cookies 
and a small commemorative will be distributed.  Please park in the main parking lot and allow 
the on-street spaces for those who (for mobility or health reasons) cannot leave their cars.  
Masks & distancing required.  (Entrance photo courtesy of church neighbor Pat Bywater, 2019) 
 

Have You Created Your Home 
Advent Worship Space? 

We will light our Advent candles together—
online—and from home.  Convert a coffee, 
dinner or end table into a special Advent 
worship space with an Advent wreath.  Get 
creative with materials you already have—a 
cloth, a nativity set, a plate, 4 lights/candles, 
real or artificial greens.  Rocks or driftwood 
from the beach could make an interesting 
wreath, too...  It’s your choice! But send us a 
photo, please, for Facebook or the Chimes.  
office@firstcovenanterie.org  

“Comfort” Our Theme for Advent! 
In a year marked by a global pandemic, conten-
tious politics and deep social justice concerns, 
God provides comfort.  Advent begins the Sun-
day after Thanksgiving, November 29.  The staff 
is preparing 4 Sundays (and the gathering 
above) related to the “Comfort” theme.  What 
is the comfort offered by our Advent sermon 
texts from Isaiah? Where do we find comfort in 
the winter season of “short days”?  How can 
we be agents of comfort during the pandemic? 
Let’s find comfort together this Advent. 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org


Our building (not our current congregation, 
nor the congregations that formed it) is 
celebrating 90 years in December, 2020.  
We give thanks for our home base, and 
God’s faithfulness through the highs and 
lows of decades of ministry! Enjoy excerpts 
from worship bulletins leading up the De-
cember, 1930 Church Dedication Week 
thanks to Dale  Sweet, church archivist! 
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Children’s Advent Bags 
Advent bags are available for every young family in our congregation! Every family gets a book thanks to the Chris-
tian Education Committee! They’ve did their best to make sure it was appropriate for most children in the house-
hold. Each bag also contains an Advent Devotional. Children in 1st-5th grade received the Illustrated Ministry Do Not 
Be Afraid. Children in Kindergarten or younger received the Countdown to Christmas Coloring Placemats.  A book, 
The Shepherd on the Search, is available to purchase on Amazon and other websites to go along with the placemats. 
It is not necessary to have the book but it is a great addition to  your faith formation time together as a family each 
day of Advent. Lastly, every family received coloring pages for Thanksgiving Day. If you did not receive an Advent bag 
and would like one, please reach out to Britney Knight.  In January, we plan to continue to provide weekly resources 
to do at home. Children’s Bulletins are available in the weekly worship guides. 
 

Below are some suggested books and resources you may consider to purchase for your family. All of these books are 
available on Amazon. May God bless and keep your family this season! 
 

                     
 

The Advent Storybook by Antonie Schneider 
Home By Another Way by Barbara Brown Taylor 
Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas by Traci Smith-Great ideas for families to do together 
No Wrong Way to Pray by Rebecca Ninke 
Frolic: Little Steps. Big Faith. Series (boardbooks, bibles, children’s books, and more)—Perfect for Babies/Preschool 
Maybe God Is Like That Too by Jennifer Grant 
Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor Too by Jennifer Grant 
May God Bless You and Keep You by Sarah Raymond Cunningham 
Grit and Grace: Heroic Women of the Bible by Caryn Rivadeneira—Chapter Book for Upper Elementary; there is an 
 early elementary picture book also available titled Gritty and Graceful 
The World Jesus Knew, The World of the Old Testament, The World of the First Christians by Marc Olson-Great for 
 curious kids who want to know more about what they read in the Bible. These books make the Bible come to Life 
The Biggest Story: How the Snake Crusher Brings Us Back to the Garden by Kevin DeYoung-Upper ElementaryThe 

Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradi-

tion since the 1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assis-
tance Program of the Board of Pensions (critical financial support to church workers and their families) and to Pres-
byterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyter-
ian committment for nearly 140 years.  Make your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering any time during December via 
check (with “Christmas Joy” on the memo line) mailed to church OR online at https://tinyurl.com/yxr4msfo 

The Real World Meets Handel’s Messiah 
Advent Devotional: Comfort Ye My People, Kay Bruner 

 

It’s Handel’s Messiah — from home! Daily Advent bible readings connected to portions of 
Messiah with links to listen to each day’s music. These are available FREE on Amazon Kindle 
Unlimited, $2.99 to purchase for your Kindle at Amazon.com, or $4 print edition from the 
church office. 
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            Deacons on the Move       
Just when you think Deacons couldn’t be doing more, our Deacons approved $500 from different funds overseen by the board 
to purchase non-perishable food items for the Children’s Specialty Center in the Magee Women’s Hospital-Hamot. This partner-
ship all started when Pastor Britney Knight saw a “Food Insecurity” form in her son’s paperwork during a routine visit. She 
wrote on the bottom of the page, “I am a pastor at a church downtown. If you need help providing food, our congregation 
would love to help.”  Three days later she received a call from Nurse Coordinator Sierra Birx who told her that the need has 
been growing since the end of Summer and that her and two other nurses were purchasing food out of their own pockets for 
families.  When Britney shared this with the Deacons, they responded with a motion and an overwhelming amount of “yes’s”. 
On November 20th, Deacons Sheila Sweet and Marylou Neithamer, Elder Dale Sweet, and Pastor Britney delivered the 

food.  The nurses were so grateful and look forward to a continued partnership in serving our community!  
(4) 

Masks with Meaning! 

 

Do you know how many sym-
bols are contained in the Pres-
byterian Church—USA logo? 
The cross is obvious.  There’s a 
pulpit.  A font/communion 
cup.  A holy spirit dove.  A fish-
early church symbol of Christi-
anity and reminder of the live-
lihood of some disciples.  And 

Jesus’ challenge to be “fishers of men”.  Holy 
Spirit fire and the bible.  Plus the triangle shape 
of the Trinity.  All symbols important to Presby-
terian Christians. Special thanks to Rob Baker for 
having logo fabric made...and to Verna Jones and 
Cindy Kerchoff for creating extra-special, mean-
ingful masks for the church staff and others! 

Clerk’s Corner 

At their November 16 stated meeting (Zoom), 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

 
 

+ Heard from Rev. Knight that the youth group had packed 144 StudySpace Snack 
 Bags on Sunday afternoon for Gannon students.  

+ Acted to call a special meeting of the congregation and corporation for Sunday, 
 January 31, 2021 immediately following the 8:30 worship service.  The business 
 of this meeting will include the business for the Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
 tion, Part I as stipulated in the By-Laws as well as consideration and action on 
 several proposed amendments to the By-Laws.  

+ Acted to establish Sunday, April 25,2021 as the date for the Annual Meeting of 
 the Congregation, Part II and the Annual Meeting of the Corporation. 

+ Elected elders Tracey Townsend and Michael Burns as our commissioner to the 
 November 21st meeting of Lake Erie Presbytery. 

+ Learned that a Thanksgiving Devotional Program is being recorded and will be 
 available on Facebook Live beginning on Wednesday, November 25th. 

+ Voted that Covenant Preschool will not open for in-person instruction in January 
 as previously anticipated.   

+ Heard that the Deacons have donated $500.00 to a care fund to purchase non-
 perishable food for the Children’s Specialty Care Center at UPMC Hamot.  The 
 goal of the program is to help families with food insecurities that come to the 
 center from northwestern PA, western NY, and northeastern OH.  

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Surprise 90th Anniversary 
Commemorative Ornament 

 

The Hospitality & Membership Team has a 
special 2020 Christmas tree ornament to gift 
each member household to commemorate 
the 90th Anniversary of ministry from the 
church building. To be handed out at the 
Dec. 20 gathering and at 
the church office Dec. 21-
23 while supplies last. Ad-
ditional ornaments will be 
available at $5 each. 



Pandemic Campus Ministry Looks Like... 

 

StudySnacks!  When StudySpace for finals had to be 
cancelled for a second time, due to the pandemic, the 
Campus Ministry team developed an alternative plan.  
And the concept grew.  Congregation members delivered 

snacks and came to pray with students before their 
November finals began.  The youth group packed 144 

StudySnacks bags. Then Rachel, Britney, Chris and Seph dis-
tributed the snacks to grateful students who lived through a 
challenging semester and said they missed studying at the 

church. Thank you for loving Gannon students! 
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ONE MORE... 2020 Blood Drive: Dec. 12 
The Community Blood Bank bloodmobile will be at the 
church again on December 12, 8 a.m. to noon; donation 
by appointment only. Limited bloodmobile occupancy for 
social distancing. Come masked. Contact Tim: 397-8570. 

They Escaped! 
Before they escaped from 
Erie, students from the Kirk 
House marked the end of 
the semester by escaping 
from the Escape Game Erie. 

They Eloped! 
You may remember Tenger, 
Gannon student from Mon-

golia.  He and his college 
sweetheart Kendra had a 

small pandemic wedding on 
a warm November day with 

a few family and friends. 



Items for Bags:  
Please purchase new items and 

return them by Friday, December 18th  
Adult Socks 
Adult Gloves (Men and Women sizes) 
Adult Winter Hats (Men and Women) 
$10 gift cards to downtown Erie 

 restaurants: Subway, JimmyJohns, 
 Arby’s, and McDonald’s 

Christmas Eve Online 
You can worship from home 
on Christmas Eve (or Christ-
mas day!) this year.  You 
choose the time. The service 
will appear on Facebook LIVE 
and YouTube at 12:00 noon on  
Dec. 24, available for you any 
time after that. Get your can-
dles ready for “Silent Night”! 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

NEW: 4. From the church’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ you can give by clicking the blue “shop now” 

button. 

Sheltering Neighbors at FPCC Dec. 2- 16 & Jan. 20-Feb. 2 
 

Our Neighbor’s Place Shelter will return to First Covenant, with many adapta-
tions due to Covid-19, on December 2 - 15 and January 20 - February 2.   Spe-
cifics can be found in the November Chimes. Many Covid-19 protocols will be 
put into practice and the Erie Health Department has looked at our space and 
given us recommendations.  We need volunteers for all three shifts.  Face 
shields will be provided for all volunteers.  Please contact Dale Sweet at 
shedale68@gmail.com to volunteer.  If you are unable to volunteer and would 
like to help in another way, we can use donations of sample size men’s deodor-
ant, sample size lotion, chap stick and men’s gloves, hats and sweatshirts.  
Thank you for the tremendous support given to ONP in the past, and this year 
we would particularly appreciate your prayer support during this challenging 
season when volunteers are putting fears aside to help those who are homeless. 
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Sunday Supper 
FPCC will provide the meal on Sun-
day, December 20.  We will be serv-
ing chili, grilled cheese sandwich, 
salad and cake.  A few volunteers 
are needed for serving the meal, 
and two volunteers are needed to 
make the grilled cheese sandwiches 
throughout the afternoon.  To help, 
please contact Pat Tracy at 864-
6118 or tptracy72@gmail.com 

Show Some         : Sunday Supper Christmas Bags 
 How can we show the love of Christ to our guests this season at Sunday 
Suppers? How can we let them know that the whole church loves them and 
misses seeing them? 
 In years past, we have hosted a Covenant Christmas Store for parents 
and grandparents to shop for gifts for their families.  We have handed out 
coloring books and candy to the younger guests and even had Santa and 
Mrs. Claus stop by.  But this year will be different. 
 This year we are collecting items to fill Christmas Gift Bags that will be 
put together by our Youth Group students and handed out on Sunday, De-
cember 20th. With the help of Pat Tracy, we have come up with the items 
that will be most needed and appreciated by our guests.   Please consider 
purchasing the items listed at right —> and dropping them off to the church 
by Friday, December 18th. 
 But wait!!! Here is the coolest part of this large undertaking: A few other 
churches in the Presbytery of Lake Erie and Girl Scout Troop # 16383, which 
our own Pearl and Ruby Murphy-Allen are a part of, will also be collecting 
items and putting together bags! This is a great collaboration project within 
the body of Christ and within in our community.  Praise God! 

Might you mail Christmas greetings to the homebound of the church? 
They have been isolated all year.  You can pick up an address list in the office.  

 

Here’s another person you might greet, son of members Dr. Carol & Jim Amann, Army
(stationed in Korea): A1C MICHAEL J AMANN, PSC 3 BOX 8633, APO AP 96266 

CROP Walk Results 

Our annual Erie County CROP 
Hunger walk raised about 
$56,000.  FPCC raised $8,595 this 
year.  What a wonderful surprise 
to me! Derek Sweet, Bill Tauber 
and Seph Kumer should be 
thanked for all their hard work to 
make this happen during Covid 
and changing plans.  We also had 
30 walkers— the most we have 
ever had participating! Thanks 
also to the Diefenbachs for the 
after-walk gathering. God blessed 
this mission with a beautiful day 
and walk thru our neighborhood. 
—Tim Tracy, CROP Coordinator 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
mailto:shedale68@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Shelter
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com?subject=Help%20with%20Sunday%20Supper%20Dec.%2020
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Gather at the Table—From Home 
 

Be sure to gather “bread” and “cup” at home on 
Dec. 6 for remote Communion. Find Facebook LIVE 

worship here Sundays at 11 a.m.: 
 www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie 

Weekly Worship Guide & News Email 
Does the church have your current email address? If you would like to receive the weekly worship guide & news 
email, send an email request to office@firstcovenanterie.org  Each week this email is sent to 350 addresses.  The 
worship guide includes music for the hymns and everything needed to worship from home. 

Find details about virtual bible studies, 
women’s and men’s groups, 

children’s & family ministries, 
neighbor-care opportunities and much more: 

www.firstcovenanterie.org 

Silent Prayer & Reflection 
 

Spend time in silent prayer and reflection in the 
sanctuary during December. Times available are 10, 
10:30, 11 and 11:30 a.m.  You must pre-register by 
calling the church.  Enter from the main 6th street 
door, Masks covering nose and mouth will be re-
quired.  Seating assigned.  Screening will occur be-
fore entry.  Once you are seated, you are invited to 
pray or reflect silently.  Copies of the prayer chain 
and devotional booklets will be provided. Upcom-
ing dates : December 1 & 15. 

2020 DeSanctis Creche Inspired by First Covenant 
Dr. Micheal DeSanctis creates a new nativity scene each year.  It is his year-long passion.  Much time and effort 
and thought and design goes into each.  For 2020, Dr. DeSanctis was inspired by recent visits to First Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant.  He is aware of the Our Neighbors’ Place shelter that inhabits Knox Hall each winter. He 
often remarks about the church’s commitment to “the least” in our community.  On one occasion he noticed some 
personal items belonging to a person seeking shelter on the church grounds.  This gave him inspiration: a nativity 
display outside of a downtown church with a person sleeping behind it.  Unveiled and displayed in the sanctuary 
just in time for Advent, the new scene forces viewers to wrestle with Christmas and church and need and Jesus.  
The exterior church walls and windows and copper downspout resemble those of FPCC.  The nondescript guest 
wrapped in a blanket, sleeping in a cardboard structure evokes thoughts of “no room at the inn” and why do folks 
like to sleep in the peace and security of church grounds?  And how does the birth of Jesus change us and cause us 
to see Jesus in every human, especially those in need? “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?”  The new creche, along with 3 familiar fa-
vorites of the past will be on display in the sanctuary this year during Advent.  You will be able to see them as we 
gather online to worship.  Then new creche will also be available for viewing under the belltower at our planned 
outdoor December 20th gathering. 

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
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Dear Saints, 
               Thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord during this crazy year.  I 
want to personally thank you for your support of the church staff as we have 
had to adopt new technology,  learn new skills, and discern creative ways to 
engage in the ministry Jesus calls us to.  You have responded to the challeng-
es and new opportunities that this year has presented.  I am particularly re-
minded this Advent and Christmas season of the nativity as told by 
Matthew.  The darkness, turmoil and violence in which Jesus was born into 
remind us that the light of Jesus has overcome the darkness.  May God bless 
you this season. 
    

The Last Word:  
Christmas Greetings 

from the Staff 

 I feel so blessed by this crazy, yet love filled sea-
son. Alex and I have certainly had a wild and unexpected 
first couple of months of marriage, but the church and Kirk 
house ministry have filled our lives with so much joy. This 
semester has been stuffed full of intentional conversa-
tions, intense game nights, and so much encouragement 
from our church family. Thank you all for the prayers, for 
participating in campus ministry events in whatever ways 
you can, and for the love you have sent our way. I wish 
you the merriest of Christmases and pray you feel the Love 
of our God this season.   

Chris 

Rachel 


