
  
  

  
  
  
  

Ministry Together... While Apart 
Months into the Covid-19 pandemic, physical gatherings are still not possible. 

The pews are empty.  And yet we are the Body of Christ, adapting, worshiping, loving & serving... 
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90 Years of 
God’s Faithfulness 
at 250 West 7th Street! 
It all began during The 

Great Depression in 1930…  
Witness God’s faithfulness 
for 90 years. Witness God’s 

faithfulness now, as 
ministry continues during a 

global pandemic… 

Online Ministry 
We unite from near and far online on Sunday mornings 

at 11 a.m. (10 a.m. beginning June 7). 
Join the virtual congregation on Facebook LIVE: 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/   
Bible studies are offered on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. on 

Zoom (pictured) and  12 noon on Facebook LIVE.  Through May 
31: Zoom Women & the Word (Tuesdays, 7 p.m.) & virtual 

youth group, Sundays at 4 p.m. Faith formation details: 
britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

“God is here!” Geranium Ministry 
100 red Pentecost geraniums will be present in 
worship on May 31, then available for you to pick 
up (1 per family, masked & social-distanced) at 
2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot to plant at 
home or, with permission, somewhere in the 
community to witness that “God is here!” even in 
this anxious time. Perhaps plant one for a mem-
ber of the church family who cannot join us at the 
event? Submit a photo and brief story of your 
planting (where/why you planted, 
what  this meant to you/your 
family) on Facebook or to: 
office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

GRADS Drive-Up Ministry 
It’s like Fellowship Hour from your car! 
Masked & social distanced, come down to 
the church parking lot May 31 at 2:00 
p.m. Bring noise-makers, signs, streamers, 
banners to celebrate our high school and 
college grads: Haley Fabich (Harbor 
Creek/Allegheny College), Emma Howell 
(McDowell/Millersville University), Emma 
Shimek (Notre Dame/Stryker Instruments) 
and Daniele Loney (Penn State/Goldman 
Sachs).  Of course, event  is subject to the 
Covid-19 situation in Erie... 

May 31  

  Haley Fabich        Emma Howell        Emma Shimek       Daniele Loney 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org


Coming in June… 

Worship at 10 a.m. 
June 7: Communion 
On June 7 Facebook LIVE 
worship will shift an hour 

earlier to 10:00 a.m. 
for the summer. 

 

Be sure to gather “bread” 
and “cup” at home for 

Remote Communion on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

 

You can watch worship 
services any time, any day 
after the LIVE service ends 

at www.Facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/ 

 
 

How well 
do you know the building? 

Where can you find this 
clock in the church??? 

“Dear Church Family and Friends, 
 

On behalf of his wife Alice, siblings Jim, Bill 
and Mary, with the entire Holmes family, 
thank you for the many prayers, cards, and 
kind words at the time of Richard’s passing. 
Your outreach, especially in this time of so-
cial distancing has been most uplifting and 
strengthening.” —W D Holmes 

Blood Drive Ministry 
The bloodmobile will be at the church again on 

June 27, 8 a.m. to noon; donation by appointment only. Mask 
& glove. Temp taken outside prior. Limited bloodmobile 

occupancy for social distancing. Give blood. Give life. 

Contact Tim Campbell: 397-8570 
Photos: Rick Bernardini (L) and Ray Fritts (R) gave blood in May. 

Congregational Ministry 
Staff and Elders called to check on church mem-
bers in March and April. The Ginader family took 
it to another level, making cards and cookies at 
home, then delivering via social-distanced visits. 

 
 

  Pictured: Geoff, Sophia, Jackson & Darcy Ginader  
and Harold & Edith Konnerth 

“Many thanks for all who put my Saturday 
visit together! I had a private service on Sun-
day including my playing hymns on my piano. 
 

Also thanks to the Ginader family (dog in-
cluded) for brightening my day. 
 

God bless, Esther Tregler” 

“Thank you to all of you for sending along so 
many get well wishes, cards & prayers. They 
have put all the cards up for me so I can see 
them & be reminded of your encouragement 
and love. I am doing a little better every day.          

Love, Jean Blodien” 

“Thank you again for working tirelessly to continue ministry during 
this challenging time. Know that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. Yesterday’s message on anxiety and casting our cares on a 
Jesus was so timely. “ —Jill Mintseveris 

“These online worship services have been God sent via this team.  

 

There has been something mysterious about these services. I am 
unsure exactly what it is, but sitting in the living room, alone, I still 
feel surrounded in a manner I do not feel in the sanctuary. 

 

Each member of the ministry team has grown through this pro-
cess. 
 

Thank you all!”   —Marlene Spires 

Ministry Correspondence 
“Boxes” on this page contain some notes and 

emails  received during the past month... 

Sermon CD Ministry 
Can’t do all the technology stuff? 

Facebook LIVE...Zoom...Email...Internet? 
Worship service CDs can be mailed for $2.00 

Request yours from church: 814-456-4243 

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/


Campus Ministry 
No StudySpace this year… BUT, in addition to sending end-of-

semester encouragement cards to 40 Gannon students and 15 staff/
faculty members, we sent some “study pizza” to our West 7th Street 
neighbors, the brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha, “Pikes”.  8 of them were 

quarantined together to finish their semester virtually. They sent 
this photo (left) with “Thank You” written inside the pizza boxes. 

Neighborhood Ministry 
The church remains committed to it’s neighbors. Two socially-

distanced partnership events in May included church support. For 
Our West Bayfront’s block-by-block Spring Cleaning the church 

served as a pick-up site for cleaning kits (gloves, trash bags, 
instructions).  For an Erie County Heath Department pilot project, the 
church breezeway was the gathering place for door-to-door Covid-19 

information sharing. Members and friends from the church neigh-
borhood participated: Karola Ranft, Jim & Heidi (Miles) Wertz, Alex & 

Rachel Moldovan, Russell & Katrina Smith, Seph & Seph Jr. Kumer. 
Pictured: Karola Ranft (L) & Health Dept. doorhanger (R) 

Children’s Ministry 
Pastor Britney has been offering Zoom 

Children’s Church and Children’s 
Moments on Sunday mornings. Details: 
britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Pictured: Zoom Children’s Church (L) 
Lydia Carlson / Children’s Moment (above) 

“Pray for your church...” 
Thoughts from Pastor Chris 

   

 The first Sunday of June will mark twelve weeks 
since we have gathered in the sanctuary for worship.  
We will continue to worship via Facebook LIVE only at 
least through the end of June.  
 At their May meeting the Session approved the use 
of special funds to purchase a camera, computer, and 
other equipment for the permanent development of 
online worship.  I am grateful to Monty Service and Bill 
Tauber for leading the charge in this endeavor. A special 
thank you to Grise Audio Visual Services for lending us 
equipment at no charge and for consulting with us on 
best practices. 
 We are preparing for the day when we begin to 
open the church.  We are purchasing sanitizing supplies 
as they become available. The staff, with the endorse-
ment of the Session, has developed a five-phase plan for 
reopening the church. We have developed protocols for 
people entering the building and for sanitizing the 
sanctuary and other rooms after they have been used.  I 
have met with Lisa Hiegel, Covenant Preschool director, 
to begin thinking about when and how the preschool 
will open in the Fall. 
 Luba Kovalchuk and John Scepura have been hard at 
work cleaning windows and carpets as well as polishing 
and waxing floors.  You will notice the difference when 
you are back in the sanctuary! 
 The church finances continue to be stable. Income is 
down, but expenses are down more than income. We 
are thankful for your continued generosity.  It is hard to 
believe, but Erie Gives is only two months away. In next 
month’s Chimes you will hear about how you can sup-
port the mission of the church through this great pro-
gram.   
 Please continue to pray for your church.  We have 
many challenges, and by the grace of God we are meet-
ing them and growing in the process. Let us remember 
the words of Paul to his beloved church in Philippi: 
 

“Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God.” 

—Philippians 4:6 

Ministry E-mails 
Sent Fridays with a pdf of the 

week’s worship guide. Not getting 
them? Check your Junk Mailbox. 
Subscribe by sending email to: 
office@firstcovenanterie.org 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org


Giving Ministry 
Your faithful giving enables ministry. 

Especially during a world crisis. Thank you. 

 

CARES ACT New Deduction Available:  
Up to $300 per taxpayer ($600/married cou-
ple) in annual charitable contributions.  Only 
available to those who use standard deduc-
tion.  It is an “above the line”  adjustment to 

income, reducing a donor’s AGI,  thereby 
reducing taxable income.  Donations to a 

donor-advised fund do not qualify. 

Clerk’s Corner 

The May 18 stated meeting (Zoom) of the Session 
of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant: 

  

+The scripture reading was Acts 15:1-21, the Jeru-
 salem Council, when apostles and elders in the 
 early church gathered to confront and consider a 
 radical change.  The discussion focused on how 
 Covid-19 has brought us face-to-face with possi-
 ble radical changes: live streaming worship and 
 Zoom gatherings, how we minister & witness for 
 the kingdom in months and years going forward. 
 

+Voted to approve a request to use special funds 
 from the Brittain Library Fund to purchase and 
 install equipment needed to continue to live 
 stream worship services, Bible studies, etc.  
 

+Reviewed a five-phase outline for returning to 
 more normal activity; what each phase would 
 look like for staff, congregation, and “outside” 
 groups; and what would trigger moving from one 
 phase to another.  Decisions will be made by ses-
 sion, with an abundance of caution, upon the 
 recommendation of staff. The fact that we can 
 resume more normal activity according to the 
 governor, county officials, and others does not 
 necessarily mean that we should. 
 

+Heard a report from the Budget Committee that 
 we are still operating in the black for the year due 
 primarily to reduced expenses and advanced 
 pledge receipts.  Our application for funds from 
 the federal government’s Payroll Protection Pro-
 gram has been submitted, no response yet. 
 

+Rev. Knight reported that at the request of stu-
 dents the Confirmation Class is taking a recess 
 until they can meet together again.   
 

+Approved a motion from the Worship & Music 
 Committee to go to a summer worship schedule of 
 one service at 10:00 a.m. beginning on June 7 and 
 going thru Labor Day Sunday, September 6th. 
 

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Carillon Ministry 
The bell tower carillon, gift of Romaine Musso and memorial gifts, 

was routinely played by Bill Heard in recent years.  
Thanks to Monty Service, the church tower once again 

rings out God’s love in Erie’s west bayfront neighborhood. 
Hear it: Facebook LIVE Sundays 15 minutes before worship begins. 

Pictured: Memorial plaque, Monty at carillon console, bell tower interior 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

NEW: 4. From the church’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ you can give by 

clicking the blue “shop now” button. 

 

Sunday Supper Ministry 

Although much of life has changed during the past several weeks, hunger and food 
insecurity remain and so does Sunday Supper, now with a new look and feel. 

Guests line up with social distancing and come to the Knox Hall doors one at a time 
where they are served their meal (plus bibles and devotionals) across a table. We 
serve water with the meal and coffee for those who desire it. Meals are packed 
assembly line style and those packing the meals do not come near the guests. 

All volunteers are masked and gloved, and all guests must wear a mask. 
 

Thank you to the many people from the congregation and beyond who have sewn 
masks for our guests. We have been serving around 100 guests per week but ex-

pect that number to increase as the weather warms up. 
 

Many thanks to the faithful volunteers who keep this ministry running, to those 
who bought water at a time when many stores were limiting the number of cases 

one could buy, and to the faithful congregations who provide food and volunteers. 
During May meals were provided by: Church of the Nativity, FPCC, Elmwood/Belle 

Valley Presbyterian Churches, Lamb of God Lutheran Church, and the Erie  
Woman’s Club. Meals in June will be provided by Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church, New Hope Presbyterian Church, Wayside Presbyterian Church, and  

Immanuel Baptist Church. If you know people from these congregations, 
please express your appreciation for their ministry partnership with us. 

 

Looking ahead, FPCC will prepare the meal on July 5th, when we will celebrate our 
6th anniversary of Sunday Supper, but the rest of the summer schedule is full. 

God is good! —Pat Tracy      tptracy72@gamail.com 

LIVE Church Calendar 
What’s happening? When? 

Calendar: http://tiny.cc/uhf7nz  
Schedule all virtual church 

meetings days in advance with: 
montgomery.service 

@firstcovenanterie.org 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
http://tiny.cc/uhf7nz
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org

