
  
  

  
  
  
  

Ministry Together... While Apart 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, physical gatherings are not possible.  

And still we are the Body of Christ, adapting, worshiping, loving & serving... 
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City Mission 
Our next date to make and 
serve take-out lunches is 
Thursday, May 7 from 10 
am to 12:30 p.m. Contact 
Linda Holmes: 825-3889 

V 

Drive-Thru 
Thank you > 

for providing canned 
goods to keep the 

church’s Little Pantry 
stocked, helping our 
neighbors  through 
this difficult time! 

Remote Communion > 
Our next opportunity to celebrate 

Communion together online will be 
Sunday, May 3 at 11 a.m. 

on Facebook LIVE. 
Gather “bread” and “cup’ at home.  

< Over 150 Masks 
were created by 15 members and 

friends of the church for our  
Sunday Supper guests 

Sunday Supper > 
Continues to share meals 
with 100 neighbors after 
switching to takeout and 

social distancing. 

Worship & Faith Formation from Home 
We unite from near and far online on Sunday mornings at 11 am.  The pews are empty, 

but it is comforting to “see” and “hear” one another on Facebook LIVE: www.Facebook.com/
FirstCovenantErie/   Bible studies are offered on Wednesdays at 10:30 am on Zoom and  12 noon 
on Facebook LIVE.  Zoom Women & the Word Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Youth group is meeting online 

Sundays at 4 p.m. Faith formation details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org V 

Keep in Touch... 
A new church directory from the Hospitality & 
Membership Committee is enclosed with this 

Chimes. Check-in. Call or email one another. Is 
there someone you can help? Directory correc-

tions: joann.peters @firstcovenanterie.org 

Bulletin Clothesline ^ 
Weather permitting, grab a worship guide 

Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the 7th 
St. covered entry near LED sign. Bulletin 
pdfs also emailed on Fridays. Send email 

updates: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

http://www.FirstCovenantErie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org


 

One Great Hour ^ 
No fish banks or envelopes. Give di-
rectly to One Great Hour of Sharing 

hunger relief & disaster response 
(including Covid-19) for: https://

specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/
oghs/ or mail check to church with 

“OGHS” on memo line. 

 
Church boards, committees 

and ministry groups are 
meeting using the church 

Zoom account.  To schedule a 
church meeting: 

chris.weichman@ 
firstcovenanterie.org 

Give Blood  
The bloodmobile will be at the church 

May 2, 8 a.m. to noon; donation by ap-
pointment only. Mask & glove. Temp taken 

prior. Contact Tim Campbell: 397-8750 

From Doubt to Trust... Thoughts from Pastor Chris 
“Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; 
though the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; 

though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 

God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
and makes me tread upon the heights.” -Habakkuk 3:17-19   

 It has been six weeks since we have worshipped together in the sanctuary.  In 
many ways it feels twice as long.  We have learned how to conduct meetings online, 
worship on Facebook, celebrate communion and Holy Week, and stay connected. I 
am grateful for our staff which meets weekly via ZOOM to plan worship, brainstorm 
ways we can creatively stay connected, and think about church life after this pandem-
ic.  As you can see in this Chimes, ministry continues. 
 The Session discussed and affirms that we will be continuing our worship via Fa-
cebook LIVE at least through the end of May. There is little sense in trying to antici-
pate when stay-at-home orders might be rescinded, or how; but when that time 
comes, we will carefully evaluate how the congregation should resume in-person 
worship, and when outside groups will be welcome to gather in the church. We will 
base our decision upon advice offered by organizations such as the CDC and the 
W.H.O. As Paul advised the congregation in Corinth, “’All things are lawful for me,’ 
but not all things are beneficial” (1 Cor. 6:12). In other words, just because the gover-
nor says we can worship together doesn’t mean we should. We remain vigilant in 
protecting our most vulnerable members, neighbors, and friends. 
 I hope you are as happy as I am to learn that our Facebook LIVE worship services 
average 110 connections on Sundays. We “guesstimate” two people watching for 
each connection, accounting for singles and families. That means our worship attend-
ance has increased during the pandemic! We are looking into how to continue to 
offer worship online when we return to in-person worship in the sanctuary. 
 Church finances are stable. Members and friends continue to support the mission 
and ministry of the congregation, with more using the electronic giving options.  As 
we pray for a swift end to this crisis, I hope we will see this as an opportunity to re-
flect on how our spending habits affect our neighbors and community. “Shop local”. 
 I shared the above closing verses from the prophet Habakkuk who writes about 
moving from confusion and doubt to trust in God. I hope these verses remind us that 
no matter the circumstance our reliance and our Joy is in the Lord. 

Clerk’s Corner 

The April 20 stated monthly meeting of the Ses-
sion of the First Presbyterian Church of the Cove-

nant was held as a Zoom gathering: 
 +Elders shared how their families are doing dur-
ing social distancing and self-quarantine.  
 +Elders shared thoughts regarding livestreaming 
worship. Consensus was that the experience has 
been positive and probably an outreach that should 
continue after the pandemic. Several people have 
made a point to experience what other churches 
are doing. Others are investigating the equipment 
needed to “do it right”. No actions were taken. 
 +The Worship & Music Committee and staff are 
exploring how to celebrate being together when in-
person worship is possible.  They are discussing 
appropriate changes in protocols for other uses of 
the building when that resumes. 
 +Elder Greg Cooper, chair of the Budget Com-
mittee, reported that to date, 2020 advanced 
pledge receipts continue to be a help meeting on-
going expenses, but monthly giving is down. Ses-
sion approved, if the way be clear, submitting an 
application for the federal government’s Payroll 
Protection Program when congress approves more 
funding. 
 +Rev. Knight reported that the summer youth 
mission trip to Washington, D.C. is canceled; she is 
exploring rescheduling options.  The youth group 
and Confirmation class are  meeting online. Also 
available: Wednesday Bible Study on Zoom from 
10:30 -11:30, Wednesday Face Book LIVE Bible 
Study at 12-12:30 p.m., Women & the Word Tues-
days at 7 pm. starting April 28th. 
 +Approved a motion from the Worship & Music 
Committee for the Erie Phil’s use of the sanctuary 
for “The Messiah” on Saturday, December 12th at 3 
and 8 pm. as well as appropriate rehearsal times.                   

-W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at bottom of the page. 

3. Mail checks to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

NEW: 4. From the church’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ you can give by 

clicking the blue “shop now” button. 

 

No StudySpace? 
We won’t host hundreds of 

students studying for finals… but 
we CAN keep the spirit of 

StudySpace by being an encour-
agement to students and faculty 
during this anxiety-filled end of a 
semester like no other. For ad-

dresses to send notes: 
rachel.kennedy 

@firstcovenanterie.org 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs
mailto:chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org
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