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Sunday, March 3rd 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Transfiguration of the Lord ~ 
~ Communion ~ 

    Luke 9:28-43  
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Wednesday, March 6th 6:30 pm 

~ Ash Wednesday ~ 

“The Way of Humility” 
 

Sunday, March 10th 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ First Sunday in Lent ~ 

~ Daylight Savings Time Begins ~ 

“The Way of Compassion” 
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Sunday, March 17th 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Second Sunday in Lent ~ 

“The Way of Justice” 
Britney Knight 

 

Sunday, March 24th 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Third Sunday in Lent ~ 

“The Way of Mercy” 
Britney Knight 

 

Sunday, March 31st 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Fourth Sunday in Lent ~ 

“The Way of Obedience” 
Rev. Chris Weichman 

* Faith Formation Hour 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

* Childcare available  9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

 

     “Joseph, your church is playing music.  Loud music.”  This was the 
surprising comment one February night from a house guest of Seph 
Kumer’s.  Seph had no clue what the student could be talking about…  
He opened his back door across from the church on 7th street, and sure 
enough, “Blessed Assurance” was playing loudly from the bell tower at 
9:45 p.m.  What?! 
 

     “It did that last night also.  At 3 a.m.  It woke me up.  You didn’t 
hear it?” the student said.  Seph shook his head in disbelief.  What 
could be happening?  The automatic carillon feature was broken for 
years.  It was determined to be irreparable.  “Do all churches play loud 
music, Joseph?” was the Middle Eastern student’s next question. 
 

     Seph called neighbors and co-workers Jackie Jones and Abby Blank-
enship.  They agreed to accompany him to investigate at the church.  
Could someone be inside?  Who?  Why??  The three found the church 
locked and dark.  The sanctuary balcony door and the carillon keyboard 
cover on the balcony were locked as well.  A power strip connected to 
the keyboard usually switched off, was left on.  Each heard the faint 
ticking of the auto-play timer.  They had a great laugh.  They switched 
off the power strip.  And they made a pact that if any should wake up 
hearing the bells ringing again, they would call the police.  Or Ghost-
busters. (See photo, page 11) 
 

     “This is my story.  This is my 
song.  Praising my savior all the 
day long.”  This is worth some 
thought.  It is such a fitting 
song for the church bell tower 
to play.  At any time of the day 
or night.  So much of what hap-
pens inside (and around the ex-
terior) of the church, day and 
night, offers praise to God…  
Not just on Sunday, but also on 
the other 6 days of the week. 

     

continued on bottom of page 2…  
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From  Pas tor  Chr is  

     Before followers of Jesus were called Christians, they were called people of the Way.  Sev-
eral times in the book of Acts the term is used.  The use of the term “Way” is used to de-
scribe the followers of Jesus as a messianic sect within Judaism.  That would soon change.  
The Way was marked by the distinctive way believers lived together and by its beliefs about 
Jesus. 
 

     In fact, it was the distinctive way that Christians lived that caused the church to grow so 
rapidly.  Rodney Stark, author of The Rise of Christianity, highlights that it was the quality of 

life that Christians lived that other found so attractive. Those qualities included generosity - all were wel-
come regardless of ethnicity; generosity to the poor and sick and how Christians treated women and chil-
dren.  All these qualities were found in the life and teaching of Jesus. 
 

     This Lenten season the theme of our worship is “The Way,” based on the Beatitudes.  Each week we will 
unpack one of the Beatitudes and reflect on how Jesus’ teaching encourages and shapes us to be the Way.  
Drama, dance, and lighting Lenten candles will bring variety to our worship.  Join us for the Lenten season 
starting on Ash Wednesday with a fish dinner at 5:15pm in Knox Hall followed by worship at 6:30pm with 
the imposition of ashes. 

     If you have a 
maintenance or 
housekeeping 

suggestion please stop by the office & fill out a pink 
Housekeeping/Maintenance Request Form located 
to the right of the wall clock.  This helps John &  
Luba keep track of & follow up with the many  
requests received. 

Pl e as e  H elp  Us …  

H e lp  Y o u!  

     If you are willing & able to 
offer 20 minutes on a Sunday 
morning (when snow falls on 
weekends) to assist John Scep-
ura, please call or text his cell 
phone: 814.431.0845. 

H e lp  Pre pa re  t he  W a y  

     Children exploring God’s world at Covenant Preschool… Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anony-
mous attendees battling demons of addiction Monday-Thursday… Neighbors sharing a Sunday meal togeth-
er…Men and women finding a warm place to sleep in the ONP shelter…Hundreds of Gannon students study-
ing during finals…and walking through church property on their way to classes to pursue their calling… 
Youth learning to cook with the City Mission in the church kitchen on Tuesdays… A community chorus re-
hearsing on Thursdays… International students and refugees finding love and welcome… On Monday & 
Wednesday mornings, people studying the bible together… Community groups meeting to strengthen neigh-
borhoods…  EACH pour forth praise to God. 
 

     But do we praise our Savior all the day long?  There is so much negativity and sarcasm and cynicism... It 
is hard not to get drawn in.  Wherever we go, do others witness God’s story through the “song” and “praise” 
of our life?  What a challenge.  And a reminder.  The rogue carillon was a reminder:  With or without us, God 
will be praised.  On Palm Sunday Jesus blasted the Pharisees for questioning why the disciples were shouting 
praises as he passed on the donkey: “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into cheers.”  

        (Luke 19:40, NLT) 

C o n t i n ue d  fro m C ove r. . .  

Our  
mission  

at  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

is: 
To awaken all people to our need  

for a life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip  
each one  

to become His fully-devoted follower. 
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*Please pray regularly  
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  
 March 8, 2019. 

 

 
 

 

  Pra y e r   

    C o nc e rn s …  
for God’s healing  

presence for those  
discharged  

from hospitals since  
the last edition of  

The Covenant Chimes:  
Ken Anderson  

& Martha Painter 
 

*If you know that you  
are going to be hospital-
ized & would like to be 
visited please contact 

the church office. 

VOLUME 36, NO. 3 
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C h u rc h  Ca le n d ar  

     To all Elders, Heads of Committees 
& Groups: please keep Anne informed 
when planning or changing a meeting 
date, time or location.  It is helpful for 
scheduling other church functions, 
outside meetings & our night host. 

Email any changes to 
anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org  
       ~ Thank you! 

   An online 
article writ-
ten by our 
webmaster 
Marsha 
MacKinnon. 
She shares 

the back story behind 
the posters hanging at 
church entrances.  Read 
the article by visiting the 
Synod of the Trinity web-
site: http://
www.syntrinity.org/
featured/in-erie-hate-has
-no-home-here/ 

“ H a te  H as  No  

H o me  H e re ”   

March 1   Barbara Osborn 
  Victor Glembocki 
 

March 2 Quinn Mauro 
 Linda Wright 
 

March 3 Deb Loney 
 Fred Reed 
 

March 4    Pearl Allen 
 

March 5 Stephen Best 
                Stephanie  
         Lindner 
 Julie Copen 
 

March 6 Kelley  
     Hildebrand 
 

March 7 Deborah  
     Bernardini 
 David Briggs 
 Jill Robinson 
 Scott Sesler 
 Elizabeth  
    Zebroski 
 Michael Burns 
 

March 9 Sue Pease 
 John Shifler 
 Delaney Vilushis 
 Janet Sesler 
 

March 10  John Macks 
                 Vince Palermo 
 

March 11  William Heard 
 

March 12  Marlene Spires 
                 Brooks  
                      Townsend     
                 Alexander Wood 
 

March 13 Lewis Klahr 
 James Sheasley 
  

March 15 John Ream 
 Mara Elliott  

March 17 Nancy Carlson 
                Shirley Meeker 
  

March 18  Jane McBrier 
 Mitchell  
       Humphrey 
  Carla Picardo 
 

March 19  Donna Battersby 
   

March 22  Susan Dunn 
  Calvin Wurst 
  Robert Tauber 
 

March 23  Linda Althof 
 

March 24  Thomas Miller 
  Alexander Patton 
 

March 25   Susan Grygo 
  Kwame  
      Anim-Somuah 
 

March 26  Mark Wells 
   Catherine Sesler 
  Christiana Hart 
 

March 27   Stephanie Briggs 
  Lorena Derks 
  Renee Tomlinson 
 

March 28  Herbert Armes 
  Margaret Patton 
 

March 29  Torrey Gaither 
 

March 30  Diane Ream 
  Dennis Packard 
 

March 31  Melinda Carlson 
   Sarah Best 
 
 
 

If you notice an incorrect  
or missing birthday,  

please help us by calling  
the church office at  

814-456-4243  
so that we can update  

our records.   
 

Thank you! 
For weather related  

cancellations,  
please check  

local television stations 
 

 WFXP-66,  
        WICU-12,  
                 WJET-24,  
                        WSEE-35 

Is There Church  

Today??? 

Don’t forget to 
SPRING forward  
& set all of your 
clocks AHEAD  

one hour  
Sunday, March 10th 

   Almost time to 
sign up for the 
next blood drive 
being held on 

Saturday, April 6th from 
8:00 a.m. until Noon in 
the FPCC parking lot.  
Invite a friend, neighbor, 
co-worker or family 
member to donate with 
you!   
 

     Call Tim Campbell at 
814.397.8570.  You are 
always welcome to go 
into the Community 
Blood Bank located at 
2646 Peach Street & do-
nate blood on behalf of 
Church of the Covenant. 

Pl a n  A h ea d !  
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2 019  Ye a r  to  D ate  Pl e d ge  Tot al s   

&  Mo n t h ly  At ten d a n ce :  

Totals are both pledge & non-pledge revenue  
(as of & including 03.03.19 services) 

 

2019 YTD Budget: $64,116 
2019 YTD Received: $60,750 

 
 

February’s Average Attendance  
8:30 a.m. = 33 people   ~   11:00 a.m. = 152 people 

     There are additional changes 
still being made to the new 
church directory!  We have an-
other listing of the most recent 
changes that have been printed 
off for our members. The list is available for pick 
up Sunday mornings at all the sanctuary entranc-
es & in the church office.   
 

  ~ Your Membership Committee 

D i re c to r y  C ha nge s  

     Starting back in 2017 FPCC John Scepura (Building & Maintenance Mechanic) along with 
Properties Committee conceived a project to replace outdated incandescent and fluores-
cent lighting in the church with modern LED bulbs and fixtures.  This project not only pro-
moted sustainability with longer life bulbs and reduced power consumption, it is also gen-
erating cost savings for the church.  To date the project has generated over $10,000 in rev-
enue from government rebates and cost savings from the 2018 electric bill.  This has an 
annual estimated savings on the electric bill of $10,000 and further one-time rebates are 
on the way.  This project has self-funded itself and will realize significant payback now in 
the second year. 
 

     Special thanks to both John Scepura and John Ream who worked on this project in-
stalling the lights.  To date they have replaced over 310 bulbs and 30 fixtures.  The areas 
addressed include the sanctuary, parlor, Knox hall landing, first floor, and the Kirk House.  
The next phase will be to finish the outside lights, and other areas within our buildings. 
 

         ~ Bill Tauber, Properties Committee Chair 

C l e rk’s  C o r n e r  

Pro j e c t  B ri ng s  New  L ig h t  to  F PC C  

At the stated meeting on February 18th Session: 
 

 Briefly discussed the possibility of re-instituting the practice of a trustee at-
tending session meetings as a liaison and an elder attending trustee meetings 
as a liaison.  The idea would be to improve communications between the two 
boards. 

 

 Briefly discussed the need to study the financial aspects of our relationship 
with Covenant Pre-school. 
 

 Approved the baptism of Lila Jean Seifert, daughter of Shaun and Meghann Seifert on March 10, 2019. 
 

 Was reminded that First Covenant will be hosting a gathering of the Lake Erie Ghana Partnership in late 
June.  Session acted to change the date of communion from July 7th to June 30th that we might celebrate 
with our partners in the Ghana Mission Project. 
 

 Learned that Lake Erie Presbytery is organizing a mission trip to Kinston, NC in late June to aid in con-
tinued hurricane relief efforts.  Check the presbytery web site if you are interested in participating. 
 

 Set the date for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part II and the Annual Meeting of the Corpora-
tion for Sunday, April 14, 2019 in Knox Hall following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

      W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 
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     Lenten Opportunities ~ It’s also a great time to join Adult, Youth or Children’s Music with Holy Week 
not far away we’d love to have you as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection this year! 

 

     Missional Music Opportunity ~ We are using music to welcome our Sunday Suppers & Connections 
guests.  If you are interested in sharing your gifts during these times, whether it be vocal or instrumen-
tal, one song or a set of music, a solo or group, please contact Monty Service. 

 

Adults:    
     Covenant Choir ~ rehearses on Thursdays in the music room at 7:15. Interested in seeing what choir 
is all about??! NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! Come & find out!   
 

     Covenant Bells rehearse Thursdays at 6:30 in the Sanctuary. Interested in ringing? 
Please see Leslie or call at 833-9437! 

 

     Children (age 4-5th grade) ~ Meet on the third floor from 9:30-10:30 to sing songs & 
play rhythm instruments. Come & ring chimes with us on Wednesday nights from 6:00-
6:45 in the Music Room. 

 

     Greater than the Sum ~ (Youth: grade 6-12): Meet in the Sanctuary from 5:45-6:30 (directly following 
youth group), to ring, sing & play instruments together. 
 

Questions?  
Contact Leslie Weber (bachfan1956@gmail.com) for Adult Music or 

Monty Service (montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org) for children, youth & missional opportunities.  

     Come, hear the Clarion University 
Chambers Singers give a free concert at 
7:30 on March 29th in our Sanctuary.   
 

     This group of 36 singers will perform 
a wide variety of music, from spirituals 

and madrigals to jazz and contemporary choral 
works.  Come and hear beautiful music in our Sanc-
tuary as we take the time to pause and listen to 
what the Spirit might be saying to us this Lent. 

Great Lakes Hospice Erie Threshold Choir 
Welcoming New Members 

 

     This choir sings short, quiet, comforting songs in 
small groups to those near the end of life’s journey.  

 

     If you or someone in your church 
family would like to learn more about 
this meaningful mission, please call or 
email Kathy Hull, (814) 899-2574 or  
hullcarl@hotmail.com. 

Mu s ic  Notes  

A n ge ls  S in g   Fre e  C o nc e r t  

     Circle Saturday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. on your calen-
dars. It's the night for the 2019 Gliding Stars Adap-
tive Ice Show at Mercyhurst University Rink. Our fa-
vorite block party musicians, The Breeze Band, will 
provide live Motown classics as dozens of handi-cap- 
able skaters and their guides share their skills. 
 

     Church skaters include Pat Tracy, Andrew 
Spriegel, Kristi Althof, Makayla Savko and show or-
ganizer, Linda Althof. Nationally acclaimed skaters 
Max Aaron and Doug Razzano will also be featured. 
 

     The First Covenant Fellowship team 
will have tickets available March 15 in 
the church office: $10 adults, $5 chil-
dren. They'll also reserve a FPCC cheer-
ing section. 

C o mi n g  S o o n :   

" Motow n  Ma d n es s "  o n Ic e!  

     The Campus Ministry Committee 
has tried something new this year: 2 
or 3 times per semester sharing 
lunch with students after the 11:00 

a.m. worship service.  And 18-20 students attend 
each time!  It has been a great way to get to know the 
students, have students get to know one another, 
share a meal together and hear impressions of the 
church and what is on students’ minds and hearts. 
 

     The next college student lunch is set for Sunday, 
March 24, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in 
the Fidelis Room.  Any local college student partici-
pating in the life of the church in any way is invited 
to attend.  Questions?  Contact Campus Minister  
Abby Blankenship (text or call): 724.561.4482. 

Nex t  C oll e ge  Lun c h :  Ma rch  2 4  

mailto:bachfan1956@gmail.com
mailto:montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:hullcarl@hotmail.com
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     Take time to gather for dinner on Wednesday nights during Lent, 5:15-7 p.m.  For the weeks leading up to 
Easter (after our initial Ash Wednesday full dinner) everyone is asked to bring a dish to share, “potluck” 
style.  Be creative!  A main course, salad and beverages will be provided.  Suggested donation: $3.00. 
Following dinner there will be a time of bible reflection, song, prayer and a related hands-on activity or 
speaker. 
 

Here’s the schedule, location and activities for March: 
 
 

March 13 ~ Fidelis Rm, “The Way of Compassion” pack/take meals to friends in distress 
 

March 20 ~ Fidelis Rm, “The Way of Justice” ~ Gannon students share about starting Haitian fair-trade  
coffee sales 
 

March 27 ~ Knox Hall, “The Way of Mercy ~ Women of Erie City Mission’s 
Grace (recovery) House share stories of mercy & forgiveness 
 

     Friends are always welcome.  In fact, the Wednesday crowd is often 50% 
attended by new friends and guests!  Please phone in or email your dinner 
reservation to 814.456.4243 x100 or anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org  

Ma ke  L e n t  C o n ne c t i o ns  i n  Ma rch  

     On March 3rd, devotionals for adults, young adults, 
and families with young children will be available to 
pick up at all entrances to the church and sanctuary. 
Start Lent off right and pick up yours that day! Feel 
free to take an extra or two for others in your family 
or neighborhood who may need one! See below for a 
preview: 
 

   For Adults: Sermon on the Mount Devo-
tions for Lent by preacher Dean Nadasdy. 
Our theme for Lent is The Way. Each 
week we will be exploring one of the Be-
atitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount.  This devotional is a great way to 
dive deeper into Jesus’ teachings.  
 

Young Adults and Teens: Lent’s Intense. 
40 days of reflection can seem intense 
and overwhelming for anyone, but this 
devotional breaks it down for teens and 
young adults.  Let’s focus instead on the 
intense and overwhelming love God has 
for each of us!  
 

   Young Families with Children:  Illus-
trated Lenten Devotional with Reflections 
on Prayer.  Because what child or adult 
does not love to color?  This booklet has 
weekly coloring pages, activities, and de-
votionals with questions to help grow 
every family’s prayer life!  Pick up one for 
every child!  Share your creations! 

L e n t  D evoti o n als  2 019  

     We begin again on March 12th at 
7:00 PM in the Parlor for a 6-week 
consecutive study of women in the 
Bible during Lent.  6 different wom-
en; 6 different WAYS of seeing God 
at work.  New friends welcome to 
join us! No book to buy; nothing to 
prepare, just bring a Bible and yourself. All women 
welcome!  Questions, call 814.456.4243 x112 or  
Email: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  

We lc o me  Ba ck Wo me n  &  t h e  Wo rd  

L ove  S ha re d   

w i t h  H o me b o u nd  Me mb e rs  

     Connections dinner 
attendees spent a night 
creating Valentine’s Day 
cards in February.  These 
were sent with love to 
many of our church fami-
ly members we don’t see 
as often as we once did.  
 

     The original designs 
were mailed to 31 recipients.  Children and adults 
sent messages of love and hope on behalf of the 
whole congregation.  Our missing friends may not 
be regularly present with us, but they are not for-
gotten! Know a church member that should be add-
ed to the homebound list?  Want to help the Dea-
cons care for these special friends?  Contact Rick & 
Debbie Bernardini at 814.323.1207. 
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     Plan now to experience food and cultures from 20 countries at Gannon’s International Night on Satur-
day, April 6th.  A favorite of church members (18 attended last year!), this is another great campus ministry 
opportunity.  Show international students (who have shown interest in First Covenant) that you are inter-
ested in them.  Visit with students on their turf. 
 

     It all begins with tasting small samples from each country at 6:00 p.m. around tables in Gannon’s Recre-
ation Center (4th & Peach).  When everyone has their plates (and bellies) full, cultural 
presentations (dancing, singing, poetry, playing folk instruments) begin.  The night is com-
pletely presented by Gannon’s international students and faculty community.  400 attend. 
Tickets are $14.00 and available at gannontickets.com 
 

     Learn something new.  Give students the chance to tell you about their food and cul-
ture.   Experience a little college life.  Show students they are loved!  Travel around the 
world without leaving Erie… 

Sundays @ 4:00-6:30 PM 
March 3 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum 
March 10 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum 
March 17 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum 

March 24 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum; Service Project with the Deacons 
March 31 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum 

 

April 7 ~ Youth Group & Greater Than The Sum ~ following the 11am service 
April 14 ~ NO Youth Group/Greater Than The Sum (Palm Sunday) 

April 21 ~ NO Youth Group/Greater Than The Sum (Easter) 
April 28 ~ NO Youth Group/Greater Than The Sum (Youth Spaghetti Luncheon and Dessert Auction) 

 

 March is a very important time for students to be in Youth Group!  In January, the students began to 
plan the Children and Youth Sunday on May 19th.  During the month of March, we will be 
working on this worship service: music, scripture, liturgy, dance, drama, and so much 
more.  This is children and youth-led, so it is important that all middle school and high 
school youth come on Sunday nights during March!  Also, we have two special youth 
group events coming up: Deacon Service Project and serving at Elmwood Gardens.  
Please check your emails for more details on these events! 

Yo u t h  Gro up  

     Give Britney Knight a call (814-456-4243 x 112) if that’s you!  For our Easter service this year 
we are in need of a large tomb to be displayed in the front of the church on the chancel.  Please 

contact me if you are creative, know how to use tools, or have an idea of how to create this tomb! 

W A N T E D :  H a n dy  Me n  &  W o me n !  

     When Erie School District’s Strong Vincent switched from High School to Middle School, a new school 
library needed to be developed.  Erie G.A.I.N.S. is organizing a book drive as a way 
for the community to help.  During Lent you will find a “book shelf” bulletin board 
by the church library.  Pick one of 60 book tags for a book you agree to purchase 
and return to the office by April 10.  Hard cover books are preferred and they are 
easily ordered online at Amazon or Barnes & Noble on upper Peach Street… 

Mi d d le  Sch o o l  Li b ra r y  Ne e ds  B oo ks  

A ro u n d  t he  Wo rl d  wi t h o u t  L eavi n g  E ri e!  
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     What exactly is campus ministry?  Campus ministry is when one intentionally forms friendships/ rela-
tionships with university students to share faith and life.  (It’s the same formula for “youth ministry” or 
“neighborhood ministry” or “homeless ministry” or “congregational care ministry” or…) 
 

     Several friends from First Covenant have embodied campus ministry this school year in ways that are 
inspiring for the rest of us!  Dinner invitations, Christmas cookie-baking, afternoons of game-playing.  Each 
had a similar formula… Congregation members invited students they met in worship or Covenant Connec-
tions or at Study Space into their homes…and relationships blossomed!  And the relationships are two-way.  
Host and guest both benefit.  Both learn.  Both are part of God’s work in one other’s lives! 

 

     Andrew Spriegel accepted the challenge in the fall of 2018 to be a conversation 
partner with Gannon’s English as a Second Language program.  He met weekly 
with Mustafa from Saudi Arabia and in early December Andrew and wife Beth in-
vited Mustafa and his friend Muataz for dinner.  Both students loved the time at 
the Spriegel home and were able to practice lots of English!  (And all laughed so 
much.)  The Spriegels and the students learned much about one another.  After 
the meal, Muataz asked if he and his wife could invite Andrew and Beth to Mua-
taz’s apartment for dinner in the future… 
 

     At a Connections dinner in late December, Julie Copen shared with Seph Kumer 
that she was going to bake Christmas cookies and was dreading doing so alone.  
She wondered if some students would like to come to her home and bake during 
an afternoon.  Seph gathered students from Cameroon, Iraq, India and Mongolia to 
make Christmas cookies, for each: their first time!  There was cookie baking, deco-
rating, eating, dancing and lots of laughing!  The student from 
India remarked that as he completes his master’s degree this was 
the first time he had been invited into an American’s home.  And 
he loved every moment of it.  The student from Iraq really en-
joyed the Christmas carols Julie was playing on Pandora Radio.   
As students were leaving Julie remarked that they were doing  
what God asks us to do in the Bible…care for widows.  Seph   
reminded the group that Julie was also doing what God asked…   
welcoming the stranger.  All benefited! 

 

     Mary Concoby is a pro at campus ministry.  She routinely invites students to 
her home to play dominoes and enjoy brownies and ice cream.  In January she 
gathered 6 students from 5 countries for a Sunday dinner and dominoes!  Sever-
al students never played before and loved it.  So much of life can easily be dis-
cussed over dinner and dominoes.  The group vowed to help Mary when she 
moves.  They love her and think of her a special “Auntie”. 
 

     Want to get in on the campus ministry action?  Speak with Campus Minister 
Abby Blankenship or Seph Kumer.  They could give you some suggestions to get 

you started…  Students, domestic or international, love to be invited to a home to share a meal, game time, 
celebration or other interactive event.  They like firm starting and ending times so they can plan studies/
work/meetings around the home visit.  Lunch or dinner at a restaurant is always welcome as well!  Stu-
dents…and YOU will benefit! 
 

     Campus Ministry is not exclusively Abby’s job any more than youth/children’s ministry is Britney’s job 
or music ministry is Monty’s or Leslie’s job.  Homeless Ministry is not Pat Tra-
cy’s or Dale Sweet’s job.  Sunday Supper is not Pat Tracy’s or Linda Althof’s job.  
Congregational care ministry is not Pastor Chris’ job.  Seph is not paid to be the 
neighborhood outreach minister.  The staff and church leaders are to help in-
vite and guide church members into ministry.  Which ministry interests you? 
What are your gifts?  YOU are a significant part of the ministry equation! 

Go d  +  You  +  S t ud e n t s  =  C a mp us  Mi n i s t r y  
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3rd Annual Youth Spaghetti Luncheon & Dessert Auction 
Sunday, April 28th, 2019 

Following the 11:00 AM Service 
  

     Everyone is formally invited to the 3rd Annual Spaghetti Luncheon & Dessert 
Auction following the 11a.m. service to benefit the Middle and High School Sum-
mer Youth Trips. This year, our Middle Schoolers will be returning to the Mon-

treat Youth Conference at Maryville College in Tennessee and the High Schoolers will be attending the P.C.
(USA) Youth Triennium Conference for the first time at Purdue University in Indiana.  11 students are at-
tending these conferences, and Kaitlyn Falk and Britney Knight will be leading the high school trip.  Help us 
support our students so that they can grow into spiritual leaders at these conferences! 
 

Come enjoy a meal served by FPCC Youth & prepared by the Theology on Tap Men’s Group! 
 

 On the Menu… 
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce or Gluten-Free/Vegetarian Option with Alfredo sauce 

Salad & Italian Bread 
 

       During the meal, we will be auctioning off desserts prepared by some of the many famous bakers in our 
congregation.  This is where YOU come in!  Are you known for your decadent red velvet cake, homemade 
apple pies, or unbelievably good fudge brownies?  Please consider donating a couple of desserts to help 
support our Youth.  We will collect dessert donations between 9:30-10:30 on April 28th.  Please let Britney 
Knight know what desserts you will be making prior to Sunday, April 21st, so that a list of desserts can be 
made for the luncheon and auction. 
 

      Please RSVP to this event by calling or stopping in to the Church Office beginning April 1st ~ April 22nd.   
A donation of $5 per person is suggested.  It is not required that you RSVP beforehand, but it does help us 
prepare enough food!  In addition to the meal, we will also have take-out available for those not able to stay 
on Sunday.   
 

      All Youth are invited to participate in setting up, serving, auctioning off desserts, and cleaning up even 
if they are not going on the Summer Youth Trips.  This luncheon and auction will benefit future trips and 
camps as well.   
 

If interested in signing up to bake dessert, please call Britney at 814-456-4243 x112  
or email her, britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
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     Mark your calendars for April 12th & 13th. Just like our Fall Youth Event, all the youth in the Presbytery are 
invited to this weekend away.  We will being heading up to Chautauqua to Camp Mission Meadows on the 
lake.  This retreat center has a swimming pool, hot tub, gym with basketball and volleyball courts, and a 30-
ft. rock climbing wall. We will be spending time together exploring the Presbyterian traditions of worship, 
theology, and prayer while taking some restful time away 
from the busyness of life to enjoy the outdoors and rec-
reation with others!  There will be two tracks: Middle 
School and High School.  This is meant as an introduction 
to Confirmation for middle schoolers and a deepening of 
faith for high schoolers.  More information to follow. 
 

* The photo to the right  is a group shot from the last PLE 
Youth Event in November 2018. We filled up the chancel 
with 47 youth and 7 leaders from 8 different churches in 
our presbytery! What a night!  Hope to see all of you again 
at our Spring Retreat! 

Presbytery of Lake Erie Spring Retreat 

Ma rk Yo u r Ca l en d a rs ! !  
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     April 13 is Gannon’s “Day of Caring”.  From 9:00 a.m. to noon, 20 students will 
be helping to spruce up the vast grounds surrounding the church, playground, 
Kirk House and parking lots for Spring and Easter.  April 13 is the day before 
Palm Sunday.  This is your chance to do BOTH campus ministry AND help with 
the never-ending care for the church property. 
 

     A lot of money can be spent caring for the church property OR church mem-
bers and friends can help…  Gannon students have been helping twice a year for 5 years.  Keeping the 
grounds attractive is part of being a good neighbor and encourages others in the neighborhood to do the 
same.  Winter debris will be cleared, trash picked up, parking lot holes patched, playground and landscap-
ing mulched and more.  If it rains, indoor work will be done!  Bring work gloves, leaf rake, broom and dust-
pan.  The church will provide bottled water and treats.  Join the fun! 

     On February 22-24th Abby, Britney, & Kaitlyn took 35 students to the Jubi-
lee Conference. This has been our biggest group in the last four years! The 
Spirit was MOVING in the lives of our college students. It was very apparent 
that God had something incredible in store for us this weekend. A week be-
fore Jubilee, we started a fundraising campaign. It started out slow and it 
seemed like we would never reach this farfetched goal of $2,500. But God 
had other plans. In 3 days, we went from having $150 to raising over 
$4,000!!! All day we were refreshing our page, we would scream and celebrate 
and cry. It was a blatant sign of God’s provision over our students and really 
set us up for an incredible weekend. It was very obvious that God wanted to 
see these 35 students attend Jubilee.  
 

What even is Jubilee, you ask? Jubilee is a three-day conference for young adults to explore how God cares 
about every aspect of their lives. It helps them to realize that their majors are so much more than some-
thing that will make them money. Their majors are a purpose and a vocation that God is calling students 
into to help bring a piece of God’s kingdom come. This year the theme was “Transform Everything.” They 
asked the question “What will you transform?” If we have been transformed by the gospel then how are we 
going to live that out and help God in transforming this world? It was a powerful weekend that made us re-
flect on what it would look like for our city and our campus to reflect the kingdom of God!  
 

We are so grateful for the generosity of the church. We could never do this without your help! Thank you 
for your prayers that carried us through the weekend. Our souls are on fire with the Holy Spirit and we 
hope that it is contagious! If you are around in church or in the parlor, please feel free to go up to the col-
lege students and ask them about their experience at Jubilee! I am sure they would be eager to share with 
you the ways in which they were transformed!  

J u b il e e  H ig hl igh t s  

B a ck to  t h e  Grin d  

     Back to the Grind will be back March 11th! Come brew some coffee, pass out a breakfast pas-
try, and say “Good Morning” to Gannon students and neighbors walking to work! We start at 
7:00AM and finish up around 9:30! That’s all we’re asking for, two hours of hospitality and 
warmth! We’ve made such amazing relationships by just the simple act of saying “hello”. And 
it’s always fun to see their face when we get to say it’s free! Back to the Grind is the perfect way 
to start your day! If you are interested in serving with us call or text Abby (724) 561-4482!  

Pl a n  Now  to  Prep  C hu rch  Gro u nd s  fo r  E a s te r  

 

www. 

FirstCovenantErie.org 
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Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 
Nsanbeh (Danté) Epizitone, Sunday Host 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Jackie K. Jones, Cook 
Britney Knight, Director, Youth & Family Ministry 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 
Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 

Marsha MacKinnon McKinley, Website Editor 
JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 
John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Mary Schmidt, Weeknight Hostess 
Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Cook 
Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Church Staff 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Moderator of Session 
William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2021 
Richard Bernardini 

Margaret Matthews 

Bill Tauber 

Tim Tracy 
 

 

Class of 2020 
Barb Macks 

Charlotte Foresther 

Allen Sheasley 

Derek Sweet 
 
 

Class of 2019 
Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 

Greg Sesler 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2021 
  Carol Beach 

Sue Evans 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Sheila Sweet 

Karen Weichman 
 

Class of 2020 
  Linda Altof 

Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Melany Kramer 

Scott Steva 
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

Ronald Robertson 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 

Elders   
 

Class of 2021 
Matthew Allen 

Michael Burns 

Richard Sheasley 

Tracey Townsend 

   Nancy  

       van den Honert 
 

Class of 2020 
Gregory Cooper 

Nancy Irwin 

Linda Majewski 

Dale Shidemantle 

Diane Sutton 
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

Paul Diefenbach 

Tom Miller 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 

Church Officers 
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AMS 

     Have you liked “First Presby-
terian Church of the Covenant” or 
friended “FirstCovenantChurch” 
on Facebook?  This is one way to 

share good news about God’s work with 
FPCC.  Also, if you take photos or videos you 
think help tell our ministry story, be sure to 
share them to the church pages and/or tag the 
church! 

C h e c k U s  O u t  

 

 

 

 
April Chimes  

Newsletter Articles  

Due by:  

Friday, March 15
th 

 

Pi c t u re  o f  t h e  Mo n t h  

Who ya gonna call?…  
why, of course…  

Seph, Abby & Jackie!!! 
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