
~ God at Work through YOU in Ghana ~ 
 

“Thank you for your prayers & support for the Presbytery of Lake Erie 
trip to the Upper Northern Presbytery of Ghana in September.   

Ghana is a mountainous, lush, green corner of Africa.  
It is roughly the size of Minnesota.   

Ghanaians are warm, jovial, & entrepreneurial.   
In this beautiful country, through noble, faith-filled people,  

I experienced God at work in many ways!” ~ Seph Kumer 
 

A global Church... 
 

     Though we visited a dozen congregations throughout Ghana, we 
worshiped with only two, one in a northern town (Sunday) and one in a 
crowded capitol city market (Wednesday).  Each is part of the Evangeli-
cal Presbyterian Church/Ghana, one of two major Presbyterian denomi-
nations in Ghana partnered with our PC-USA.  Each is part of our “Lake 
Erie-Ghana Upper Northern Presbytery Partnership”.  
 

     It was encouraging to see the 
(“big C”) Church of Jesus-
followers so robust and so out-
ward-focused in another part of 
the world.  The sizeable Saboba 
chapel was packed while another 
small adjacent building was 
jammed with perhaps 75 children 
participating in a children’s wor-
ship/faith formation time.  The 
Accra Yam Market congregation 
met in a small, dimly-lit building 
in the midst of a colorful, sprawling  market.  It was a beacon of hope 
for those who lived and shopped in miles of outdoor commerce. 
 

     Worship in Ghana included familiar elements: The Apostle’s Creed 
and Lord’s Prayer (in a local language).  Children reading multiple scrip-
ture passages (English and local language).  Communion.  Offering.  
Choirs.  Singing hymns and choruses.  A sermon.  Prayer.  Even: “God is 
good-All the time.  All the time-God is Good.”   
 

     And worship included a few less-familiar elements: dancing, multi-
ple offerings where worshipers brought their gifts forward, a choir pro-
cessional/recessional.  Passionate drumming.  Joyful movement.   
 

     Our Presbyterian brothers and sisters in Ghana share much in com-
mon with us.  What a joy to experience the “connectional” church we 
are a part of, the Presbyterian Church, worshiping God and making  
disciples, all over the globe! 

                                              Read more on page 8... 

Sundays 
 

October 1st ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

~ Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ World Communion Sunday ~ 

~ Peace & Global Witness Offering ~ 

Revelations 7:9-17  

“World Communion” 
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 
 

October 8th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

~ Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

“Growing to Maturity”    
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

October 15th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

~ Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Mark 3:13-19  

“Called to Vocation” 
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 
 

October 22nd ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

~ Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

2 Corinthians 2:17-3:3  

“Living Letters” 
Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

October 29th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

~ Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ Reformation Sunday/All Saints Day ~ 

Hebrews 12:1-2  
“A Call to Continue in Faith” 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

October 1, 2017      /     Volume 34,  No. 10 

* Childcare now available from  

9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
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     A story about not losing a sense of wonder about the amazing things  
God is doing: 
 

     When I was a little boy, I loved to visit my grandparents.  One evening we were 
outside having a picnic when I glimpsed a shooting star.  I ran to the picnic table to 
tell my grandmother, who said it meant if I made a wish it would come true.  My 
eyes grew wide as I asked, “Really?”  Then I told my grandfather about the shooting 
star.  He explained to me that in meant someone had just died and gone to heaven.  
My eyes grew wide again as I asked “Really?”  Finally, I told my older cousin, who 
happened to be a physics major in college. He began to explain to me about aster-
oids and large rocks that are remnants of the big bang and how when these rocks 
enter the earth’s atmosphere they begin to burn because of the friction generated.  
“Oh,” I replied. The wonder and mystery had disappeared.  I was the disillusioned 

recipient of the right answer.  
      

     When the first disciples encountered Jesus, they didn’t understand much about his role in their salvation.  
Yet, there was something so astonishing about him they dropped everything to follow him. For the next three 
years they caught glimpses, often confusing glimpses, of his work.  Every time they thought they had Jesus 
figured out he would further confuse and disappoint them. Why?  Because the most important thing was not 
what they understood, but who they were following.  Jesus was not interested in the disciples getting the 
right answers on the test.  
 

     I believe it is Jesus’ desire that we read the scriptures, that we open our eyes to what God is doing in the 
world, that we recover the childlike ability to ask, “REALLY?”  The last thing we need is more information 
that causes us to say, “Oh.” 
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Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

is: 
 

“To awaken all people to our need  
for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip each one  
to become His fully-devoted follower.” 

From  t he  De sk  of  Pas tor  Chr is   

Have you been attending  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  

for a while?   
 

     If you are interested in joining the church or 
would just like more information about First Cove-
nant, we will be holding 
New Member Classes on 
October 8th, 15th and 22nd 
during Faith Formation 
time (9:30AM).  If you 
would like to participate 
please contact the church 
office at 814-456-4243 
and speak with JoAnn. 

     Once again, I am excited to be teaching a class 
this Fall during Faith Formation in the Fidelis Room.  
We will be covering a variety of interesting topics. 
 

Our Fall calendar looks like this:  
 

 October 8th to 22nd ~ guest teacher  
 (I will be leading the New Members Class) 
 

 October 29 ~  
 “Happy 500th Birthday Reformation” 
 

 November 5th to 19th ~  
 “The Stewardship of Life” 
 

 November 26th – guest teacher  
 (I will be on vacation) 
 

     December classes will include: The 
Genealogy of Jesus, Jesus in the Manger, and The 
Wise Men. 
This class is not about how much or how little you 
know, but about asking questions and growing in 
faith.  All are welcome! 

Pastor’s Class New Members Opportunity 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrgq_AqtzVAhWE2SYKHS3mASAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F392798398725199904%2F&psig=AFQjCNGk4i_09kDclHapBa4eaHBWeO0cfQ&ust=1502992539919485
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*Please pray regularly  
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 September 22, 2017: 
 

 
 
Prayer Concerns… 

for God’s healing  
presence for those  

discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes:  

Nancy Fair,  
Velma Gunselman, 

Rob Baker, Jan Sesler 
 

* If you know that you  
are going to be  

hospitalized & would 
like to be visited  

please contact the 
church office. 

 

 
In Loving 
Memory... 

 

of those who have 
joined the church  

triumphant:  
 

~ Beverly Baur ~ 
August 18, 2017 
(Former Member) 

 

~ Elizabeth Speros ~ 
September 7, 2017 
(Former Member) 

 

 ~ Patricia Hagerty ~ 
September 11, 2017  

(Non–Resident Member) 
 

~ Ruth Miller ~  
September 16, 2017 

(Member) 
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Church  

Calendar 

     To all Elders, Heads 
of Committees & 
Groups: please keep 
Anne informed when 
planning or changing a 
meeting date, time or 
location.  It is helpful 
for scheduling other 
church functions, out-
side meetings & a 
night host.     
          ~ Thank you! 

Volunteers Needed! 

      Interested in helping others?  If so, please con-
tact Vic Glembocki at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many guests they see 
daily at the City Mission Kitchen, 1023 
French St. the first Thursday of every 
month between 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

       October date is the 5th! 

The  
Communion  

Table  
will be set by 

God for you on...  
Sunday, October 1st 

Communion 

If you notice an incorrect 
or missing birthday,  

or one that is listed that 
should be removed,  

please help us by calling 
the church office at  

814-456-4243  
so that we can 

update  
our records.   

 

Thank you! 

Oct. 18  Meredith Estrich 
 

Oct. 20  Mary Lou          
    Neithamer 
 Janis Filbeck 
 

Oct. 22 Sara Carpenter 
 Carol Geiger 
 

Oct. 27 Timothy Tracy 
 

Oct. 28 Marrick Bauer 
 Susan Raimy 
 

Oct. 29 Kaylee McKinnon 
       -Bernardini 
 

Oct. 30 Arline Magnuson 
 Liana Lang 
 

Oct. 31 Ellen Shifler 
 Patricia Schaal 
 

Oct. 1   Kristin Headley 
            Sarah Golembeski 
 

Oct. 2   Carl Anderson 
 

Oct. 3   Rebecca 
                 Stanopiewicz 
 

Oct. 5   Doris Boomer 
            William Townsend 
 

Oct. 7   Jennifer Amann 
            Susan Knight 
            Emily Toothman 
 

Oct. 8   Timothy Sesler 
 

Oct. 10  Edward  
                  Mascharka 
             Heather Steva 
 

Oct. 11  David Kaus 
 

Oct. 14  Olivia Belfiore 
 

Oct. 16  John Reilly 
             Piper Irwin 
 

Oct. 17  JoAllie Paluchak 
             Judith Glembocki 
             Sibyl Gorman 
             Grant Filbeck 

Looking for a Few Good Drivers!! 

     The Deacons are looking for 
church members to volunteer to give 
members a ride to church to experi-
ence FPCC worship & fellowship.   

If you are willing to help with this outreach please 
call Debbie or Rick Bernardini at 825-5937 for more 
details.  

The church office  
will be closed  

Columbus Day, 
Monday, October 9th  

 

Church Office 

Closed 

Articles Due by:  
Friday,  

October 15th 
 

Mailed on:  
Monday,  

October 25th 

November Issue… 
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THE COVENANT CHIMES 

Cl erk ’s  Cor ner   
 

                                    ~ September Meeting ~  
 

At the stated meeting on September 18th Session: 
 

 Began with a joint meeting with the Board of Trustees.  The joint portion of the meeting included no 

action items, but was for the purpose of improving communications between the two boards. The dis-

cussion was primarily focused on an updating of Endowment funds, including those from the sale of 

the Tiffany window; a look at trends in pledge and non-pledge revenue; and dealing with unexpected/unbudgeted expenses.  

Financial plans and actions going forward need to be consistent with the four focus areas identified in the congregational mis-

sion study completed as part of our recent pastoral search. 
 

 Briefly reviewed activities related to the beginning of the new program year.  There were generally positive responses to the 

large turn-out and organization of the Block Party.  Involvement in Faith Formation classes and activities for the first two 

weeks by people of all ages is encouraging. 
 

 Approved the baptism of Edward Paul Masharka V, son of Edward Paul Masharka IV and Irena Masharka, in mid-October.   
 

 Received a card from former Temporary Supply Pastor Rev. Timm High.  Rev. High expressed his thankfulness for his time 

with First Covenant; the way that he was embraced by the congregation and our growing willingness to listen to, learn from 

and be led by the Holy Spirit.   
 

 Gave formal approval to the solicitation of hurricane relief funds which will be forwarded to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA). 
 

 Approved several people for leadership/instruction roles in college ministry during the 2017-2018 program year. 
 

 Approved the holding of only one worship service on Sunday, December 17t at 10:00 a.m.  This service will include the chil-

dren’s Christmas pageant. 
 

 Approved 6:00 p.m. as the time for the single Christmas eve service on December 24th. 
 

       ~ W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

A Neighborly Thank You! 

“Dear First Covenant family, 
 

     My deep appreciation to your staff and members, for working with Our West Bayfront to 
re-launch the “Neighbor 2 Neighbor” program in August. Thanks to the proactive involve-
ment of the Church, we continued the work you began in 2016 through the N2N program, 
providing West Bayfront residents with assistance maintaining and improving their homes. 

Over the last several months, you and your members generously spent hours helping me understand the 
N2N program and prepare for our first two projects that we tackled with a great crew of Gannon students.  
I am grateful for your willingness to share the home repair model and offer your construction expertise for 
these jobs. But I am most appreciative for the way that the Church set the tone for a program that is sorely 
needed in the community – one that creates a simple way for people to contribute in a compassionate, 
hands-on, and personal way to the revitalization of our city. Special thanks to Pat Tracy, John Shifler and 
Seph Kumer.  I look forward to continuing to work with Church members on more N2N projects in the near 
future, and for helping to grow this program as long as there is a need.” 
 

      ~ Anna Frantz, 
      Executive Director 
      Our West Bayfront 
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THE COVENANT CHIMES 

     We have begun a new season of music at FPCC!!  It’s never too late to come and find out how you can be 
a part of the music at FPCC! 
 

     The Covenant Choir rehearses on Thursdays in the music room at 7:15. Interested to see what choir is 
all about??!  Come and find out!  The Covenant Bells will rehearse at 6:30 on Thursdays in the Sanctuary. 
 

     Spiritual Formation/Music hour for ages 4 through 5th grade is from 9:30-10:30 on the third floor on 
Sundays.  All are welcome!!  The music will both reinforce the lessons taught and in October this time will 
be when the children learn and explore the message of Christmas by beginning to learn the Christmas Pag-
eant which will occur in December, more details to follow. 

 

     Greater than the Sum, for grades 6-12, meets directly after the conclusion of the 
11 am service until 1 pm in the Sanctuary.  All are welcome regardless of previous 
experience!  Please feel free to come with suggestions for music that helps you to 
feel and explore your faith. This group will continue to sing, ring bells and explore a 
wide variety of genres and instrumentation as we together explore the music that 
the Spirit uses to speak to us. 

 

     I am very grateful to have been brought on board as the Coordinator of Missional Music.  In this new role 
I will be endeavoring to help our church become a place where anyone would feel comfortable walking 
through the door and be met with the opportunity to discover what their musical interests are and then de-
velop them in order to discover more about who and whose they are.   
I will be exploring various ways to meet this goal, including talking to many of you about what gifts you 
have that you might like to develop and share, both during worship services and perhaps in other ways with 
our community.  Join us for a music-filled Fall! 

Come, make Music with Us! 

What a Block Party!!! 

Sunday Suppers 

     In September, we have exemplified the Bible story of the loaves and fishes at Sunday Supper.  We haven’t 
fed 5,000, but the number of guests was much higher than usual with numbers surprising us 
by being a bit above and below 200 guests for the last three weeks of September.  The need is 
great and our great partner churches rose to the challenge.  The extra hotdogs and buns in 
the freezer have helped too!  Partner churches in October are; St. Luke Catholic church, New 
Hope Presbyterian Church, The Cathedral of St. Paul, Church of the Nativity, and a new  
partner YMCA Erie Together led by Margaret Matthews.   

 

     There is always a place for you at Sunday Supper. People from FPCC are needed to help in the kitchen 
and with the many other tasks of Sunday Supper. You are always encouraged to stop in and visit with our 
guests on a Sunday.   Please sign up on the board in the parlor to volunteer for a Sunday afternoon, and 
continue to pray for and financially support this ministry.  

     Thanks to dozens of you (including the 
church staff), neighbor and student volunteers, 
and God’s blessing of beautiful weather, over 
800 people enjoyed a delicious meal, great mu-
sic, games, kids’ activities and more at the 
Block Party on August 30.  Many “thank you’s” 
were expressed by those in attendance.   
 

     Fox66 and WJET24 news covered the event 
and highlighted the spirit of neighbors enjoy-
ing a night together.  FPCC is moving inside-out 
to love Erie in Jesus’ name! 

Monty’s 
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Covenant Preschool 

     Another school year has begun for Covenant Preschool.  You can see the kids enjoying the playground, 
especially the mural. The preschool hallways are always decorated with their colorful and fun projects.  
Come up to the second floor and see what we are learning!  
 

     This school year, Britney Knight is reading to the older preschool students on Wednesday mornings in 
the Parlor.  At the end of the month, the preschool will be walking the halls in our Halloween costumes and 
having a school parade.   
 

     I know this early to think about Christmas, but the preschool children will be taking  
Romolo Christmas candy orders very soon.  They will make great stocking stuffers!   
Just contact the preschool if you would like to put in an order. 
 

     We still have a few openings in our classes.  It is never too late to join preschool!   
If you have any questions, need an application, or would like a tour of the preschool, 
you can call the Director, Lisa Hiegel at 456-4243 ex. 102 

Have you Thought about Christmas  

Outside your Immediate Family?    

     I'm starting to and by a funny coincidence the 
2016-2017 Presbyterian giving catalog surfaced out 
of a pile of papers... it gave me an idea what if we as 
a church can make moderate gifts that will change 
25 families lives.  By moderate gifts, I'm looking at 
varied gifts between $10 - $50, such as farm tool, 
chickens, piglets, school uniforms, container gar-
dens, trees and seeds [presbyteriangiving.org has a 
catalog].  If every class and group picked one or two 
gifts and started in October with members just re-
purposing a small amount of money each month for 
example, skipping a pizza once a month and put-
ting that money in to the project, this is very doa-
ble .  Pray about it, talk to another member, talk to 
a mission committee member or church staff.    
 

            In Christ ~  
             Rob Baker 

     This year we are trying something new!  Every 
Sunday, students in Grades 6th-12th are invited to 
join us in the Third Floor Lounge from 4:30-6:30 PM 
for a meal, faith discussion, games, and great rela-
tionships. The meal is FREE. Just come and be your-
self every Sunday night! 
 

Dates:  
October 1st 
October 8th 

October 15th  (NO Youth Group) 
October 22nd 

October 29th  (Wear a costume) 

Youth Group 

Brothers & Sisters at the Church of the Covenant: 
 

     We are so thankful to have a place like this 
church to call home.  You have cared for the  
Koinonia Ministry for years and because of your 
help, lives have been changed and God’s Kingdom 
has grown and benefitted.  Please accept our mone-
tary gift to help with your bathroom renovation 
project. 
 Grace & Peace, 
         2017-18 Koinonia  
              Core Board  

 

We Thank You! 

     This year Wine & The Word, a 
group for women by women, are 
meeting at different homes.  We 
are currently discussing Pastrix by 
Nadia Bolz-Weber.  
 

     We meet the 2nd and 4th Tues-
day of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
If you would like to know our next 
location, please email Britney Knight
(Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org) to be added 
to the email list. 

Wine & The Word 

mailto:Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
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THE COVENANT CHIMES 

Our Neighbors’ Place 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  
and with all your mind and with all your strength.   

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.”   
Mark 12:30-31 

 

     Our Neighbors’ Place, overflow shelter for those without homes, will begin the 2017-2018 season on  
November 22nd – December 5th in Knox Hall at FPCC.  It is hard to believe we are beginning year six of this 
ministry & we are so very thankful for all of the congregational support that has 
been given in the past.   
 

     As preparations begin for another opportunity to help those in need, there are 
several ways you can be involved in this ministry: 
 

 Pray for the ministry 
 

 Offer financial support 
 

 Volunteer for a four hour shift (7:00 – 11:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m. – 3:00 a.m., 3:00 – 7:00 a.m.) Dale Sweet is 
organizing the volunteer schedule (shedal68@gmail.com, 898-3417) 

 

 Prepare & serve a meal for 50 guests.  Reach out to Pat Tracy as she is scheduling volunteers for meals 
(864-6118, tptracy72@gmail.com) 

 

 Volunteer for set up on November 22nd and/or tear down on December 6th from 8:00 am – noon.  Both 
men & women are needed for moving cots & organizing the kitchen & toiletries.  Sign up with Dale Sweet 
(898-3417, shedal68@gmail.com) 

 

 Purchase items from the Giving Trees.  Trees will be ready during October & items can be placed in the 
bins at the “T” in the hall.  Please note that refrigerated items are date sensitive & appropriate dates are 
on the tree tags. 

 

 Donate gently used coats, hats, scarves & gloves. We are reducing the clothing given away because much 
of it is left on the racks or left behind when guests accumulate more than they can carry with them. 

 

 Set up the clothing area in the Discovery Room on Monday, November 20th noon – 4:00.  Sign up with Pat 
Tracy (864-6118, tptracy72@gmail.com)  Purchase new men’s boxers as they are always needed. 

 

     One or two people cannot make this a successful ministry, but this congregation, working together with 
everyone doing what they can, can create a powerful ministry to show Christ’s love to those in need.  We 
look forward to partnering in ministry with you. 

 

       Joy and peace,  
        ~ Dale & Pat 

Help be a piece  
of the puzzle! 

 
 

Invisible people surround us every day,  
standing on street corners with signs no one wants to read… 

huddled behind dumpsters in rags, trying to stay warm… 
finding shelter in cardboard boxes;  

the trash from those who do not see… 
muttering to themselves in the gutter,  

the small world left to the… 
selling their bodies in order to survive. 

 

Once they were someone’s baby, 
Now someone’s brother, sister, mother, father, 

perhaps cared for, perhaps discarded. 
Just waiting for someone with eyes to see. 

 

“Alive Now”, November/December 2016 

Tinseltown Movie Trip: Coming in October 
     International art dealer 
Ron Hall (Greg Kinnear) 
befriends a homeless man 
(Djimon Hounsou) to save 
his struggling marriage to 
Deborah (Renée Zellweger), 
a woman whose dreams 

will lead all three of them on the most remarkable 
journey of their lives.  Based on the book by the 
same title, this film is set to release on October 20.  
Watch the October Sunday bulletins for announce-
ments of a movie/discussion trip toward the end 
of the month/early November! 

“ Sa me  Ki n d  o f  D i ffe re n t  a s  Me”  ~  Invi s ib l e  Peop l e  ~  
by  Pam Ro bis on  

mailto:shedal68@gmail.com
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
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continued from the Cover… 
 

What $30 can do! ... 
 

     We learned a Ghanaian proverb:  “If you want to carry a heavy load, you 
must first raise the load to your knee, then others will assist you with raising it 
up to be carried on your head.”  We witnessed so many in Ghana balancing 
their wares on trays and bowls and boxes upon their heads.  This proverb is 
exemplified in our Lake Erie/Ghana Presbyteries Partnership. 
  

     I have wondered exactly how our “per capita” is 
used by the Presbytery and national PC-USA denomination…  I admit that in my 
20 years in Erie I have rarely added a per capita payment to my annual giving.  
(Did you know FPCC pays the $30 per member whether we each contribute it or 
not?  Can you imagine the extra boost to the church budget if we each paid this 
in addition to our regular giving?  400 member x $30 = $12,000!)  After seeing 
the fruit of the partnership that has formed over 10 years between Lake Erie 
and Upper Northern Ghana, and largely supported by per capita, I can’t wait to 
make the payment this year!   
 

     $30 enables exciting, life-changing, partner ministry:  We’ve helped roof a 
worship chapel where foundation and walls were built by a congregation in  
Bimbila village, a growing rural community of migrants from other countries, 

with a young new pastor, where the Muslim mosque nearly 
touches the Presbyterian Church. 
 

     We’ve helped bring a dormant, pest-infected medical clinic 
back to life in rural Wapuli, the only clinic around for many 
miles.  The administrators and nursing staff there are so pas-
sionate and committed they’ve worked, unpaid, for five 
months as they await clinic reimbursements for treating patients covered under the Ghana  
national insurance plan. 
 

     We’ve helped fund an educational and outreach computer 
center ministry of a congregation in Yendi.  The congregation 

built and furnished the center so local school children and neighbors can learn 
computing basics on laptops Lake Erie has provided. 
 

     We’ve helped purchase 6 motorcycles for pastors who lead up to 10 congre-
gations each.  We’ve provided a scholarship for a pastor receiving seminary 
training.  And we’ve assisted the family (education for children) of one of our 
partner pastors who was killed in an accident last year.  Each congregation and 
ministry we’ve touched is growing, thriving, expanding, sharing (with gusto!) 

God’s love in Jesus.  Your per capita payment has been multiplied! 
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     Neighborhood artists Tom Ferraro & Ed Gratt posed a question while they were helping us create a play-
ground mural this summer: “Would the church welcome an exhibit from a painting class of LifeWorks senior 
adults?  This gallery space is wonderful.”  Our answer: “YES!” 
 

     You can enjoy acrylic paintings from the LifeWorks class offered this summer at Peach & W. 4th in the 
Community Gallery (near the church office) through October 20.  Maybe you know one of the artists?  The 
gallery continues to grow as a means to invite others IN… AND to remind us of God’s creative gifts!  Be sure 
to take time to check out this latest exhibit. 

 

* Reminder: Tom Ferraro will be our guest at Covenant Connections on October 11.   
Come learn about the summer mural project & the greater Erie arts scene. 

October Wednesday Connections 

Connect with God. 
Connect with each other. 

Connect with neighbors—and beyond! 
 

     When you share dinner on Wednesday nights with church members, Gannon  
students & neighbors you can do all three!  Dinners begin at 5:15 p.m. & cost $6  
($3 Gannon students with ID and children).   
     Phone in your dinner reservation to Anne in the church office at 456-4243 ex. 100 
OR email her at anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org.  After dinner, we share a 45-minute activity together.   
 

Here’s the lineup for October: 
 

October 4...  
“Hola” from Mexico—Welcome Lydia Cordero Cabrera, our visiting International Peacemaker 
from a Mexico/Texas/New Mexico border city.  She runs a ministry for women and their fami-
lies experiencing domestic violence.  Lydia visits Erie for a week…staying at the Kirk House! 
 

October 11... 
Take Two—Our rescheduled visit from Tom Ferraro, local artist and neighbor of 

the church.  He will share about the summer playground mural project, other public art pro-
jects across the city and the current “Community Gallery” exhibit at the church from older 
adults at LifeWorks/LECOM. 

 

October 18... 
Diwali “Festival of Lights”—Once again our Gannon friends from India will 
share a night of food, dance and good-triumphing-over-evil helping us celebrate the  
popular, joyous India festival of “Diwali”. 
 

October 25... 
Pumpkin Time!—Who knew that our annual pumpkin carving/painting night would be-
come so popular with Gannon international students and our Barber Center friends!?  
Pumpkin night is a huge draw for students to experience a slice of Americana.  Create a 
Halloween masterpiece to share with your trick-or-treaters. 
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     It was great to see so many children, teenagers, and adults return to Faith Formation Classes September 
17th!  We also had new faces!  Don’t forget that Faith Formation Hour is from 9:30-10:30 EVERY SUNDAY. It 
is not too late to join in on a class. For a complete list of classes, check the bulletin on Sunday or the bulle-
tin board on the 1st Floor for more information.  Check out the highlights below! 

Youth Lock-In 

      The Connections Youth Event is an overnight event that will take place on 
Saturday, October 14th-Sunday, October 15th, 2017 at First Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant. This is an event for all the students in Grades 6th-
12th in our Presbytery! This event has been organized by Keith Sundberg 
(Wayside), Joshua Botts (2nd Oil City), Dawn Sears (First Warren), and Britney 
Knight (First Covenant).  At Connections, students will engage in team build-
ing and faith building activities. They will share dinner and breakfast together, 

play together, worship together, pray together, and serve together.  This is a FREE event, so all you have to 
do is have them sign up and get them to this event!  We do not provide transportation, but everything else 
is provided including the food, the message, and the fun!  Registration forms are available in the church 
office. Every student attending must fill it out and bring it with them.  Let Britney Knight know if you are 
coming by October 8th! (britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org).  Also, we are in need of adult volunteers, so 
if you are interested in helping with the youth, please contact Britney as well.  
 

     The event begins with registration at 4:30 PM on Saturday and ends on Sunday at 10:00 AM. Wear comfy 
clothes and bring your sleeping bag, pillow, and whatever else you need to sleep. We have everything else! 
We hope to see you there! 

Faith Formation Kick-Off! 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
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     First Covenant helped kick off Habitat for Humani-

ty’s “House that Wisdom Built” last month!  Pastor 

Chris Weichman offered devotions while Ray & Lorie 

Fritts, Norman Olson, Pat Headley, Andrew Spriegel, 

Pat & Tim Tracy began construction 

of the new home on Pear Street 

(just across 26th Street from Erie 

County Farms).  Construction con-

tinues through October.   
 

     Though we have a full FPCC team for October 6 & 7, Habitat 

could use your help during the later October weekends!  To lend 

your time & muscle in providing a family with a home in Jesus’  

name, contact Erie Habitat at 454-7025. 

FPCC has “Knight Vision”!  

     For the second year, Gannon University hosted a special freshman orientation  
retreat “Knight Vision” at the church.  Students were invited to attend the two-night 
retreat to help connect them with peers, Gannon and the neighborhood.  This year 
staff member Seph Kumer was asked to help facilitate the event. Male students slept 
in Knox Hall and showered at the Kirk House.  Females slept in the Music Suite and 
showered in the 3rd floor apartment.  
 

    Students divided into “health and wellness” or “neighborhood service” tracks for 
the weekend.  The neighborhood service team was assisted by John Shifler and Pat 
Tracy in aiding two senior church neighbors with minor home repairs through “Our 
West Bayfront’s” Neighbor2Neighbor program. Campus Ministers Abby Blankenship 
and Kyle Schumacher met with all of the Knight Vision participants Friday night at a 
special “speed networking” dinner. 
 

     Students and leaders loved their stay at the church.  One student from Pittsburgh 
returned for worship with her mom, a Kirk House resident in the 1980s!  Students 
will share about their experience at a future Wednesday Connections dinner. 
 

     Our building is so much more than a place we gather once a week for worship!  It is a ministry tool near-
ly every day of the week, for so many, in such varied ways!  Thanks be to God for a facility we can share…  
A place where lives are changed by the hope, peace and hospitality God offers. 

  

     “Thanks again for your incredible hospitality for Knight 
Vision.  We’re happy to partner with you for this program 
and love that your partnership grew in multifaceted ways 
this year!  Please accept this measure of our gratitude, in 
support of the sacred ministries of your congregation.  Peace, 
Jessie Hubert, Gannon”  This note, accompanied by a check, 
arrived in September. 

John Shilfler was  
“project foreman”  

at Miss Gail’s home. 

Church neighbor “Miss Gail” surrounded by  
Gannon students & leaders  

who painted a fence & foundation,  
power-washed two porches & secured a railing  

at her home during “Knight Vision” 



PAGE 12 

THE COVENANT CHIMES VOLUME 32 NO. 5 VOLUME 34, NO. 10 

PAGE 12 

 

 

Sisters in Spi.t  

     Ladies! Join us for the second 
year of our Sisters in Spirit pro-
gram! It's a great way to get to 
know other women in our church. 
Simply fill out the Sisters in Spirit 
form found to the right or your bul-

letin each week, and return to the church office or 
hand it to Nancy Irwin at church before Oct. 15. 
We'll match each participant with a "secret sister." 
Then, make sure to reach out once a month to your 
secret sister. (Small, manageable gifts are encour-
aged from time to time.)  We’ll be keeping our 
‘sisters’ a secret; so don’t let anyone know who you 
have. 
 

     We’ll reveal our ‘sisters’ at a spring party near 
Easter. But wait! The fun doesn't stop there! We'll 
be planning fun things for all women in our church 
during the next year. All are welcome! Questions? 
Ideas? Contact Nancy by phone at 881-5857 or 
email her at nesirwin@gmail.com. 
 

Responsibilities and Suggestions: 
 

 Know that this is a commitment. The ‘sister’ 
you’re assigned to will be expecting you to up-
hold her in your prayers, and she should be 
able to rely on you for encouragement. 

 

 Pray for your ‘sister.’ Try to get to know her 
needs and her family’s needs so that you may 
pray specifically for them. Use the information 
sheet you’re given and listen for prayer re-
quests mentioned in church or at ladies’ fellow-
ship events. 

 

 Send her cards or notes of encouragement. 
 

 Remember your sister on special occasions. 
Don’t forget to send cards for her birthday (or 
half birthday!), anniversary or special land-
marks in your sister’s life. 

 

 Leave your cards or notes when no one is 
around or have someone else deliver them. 
Drop them off in the church office and we will 
get them to your sister! 

 

     If you are unable to continue to participate in 
the program for any reason, let Nancy Irwin know 
(nesirwin@gmail.com or 868-5338 or her church 
mailbox in the office). That way, another sister can 
be found for the lady you were assigned. 
 

A word spoken in due season, how good it is!  
~ Proverbs 15:23 

“2017 Sisters in Spirit” Questionnaire  
 

* Name: ____________________________________________ 
 

* Address: __________________________________________ 
 

* Birthday: _________________________________________ 
 

* Anniversary: ______________________________________ 
 

* Where do you work (or did, if retired): _____________ 

____________________________________________________ 
 

* Food allergies: ____________________________________ 
 

My Favorites: 

 

* Bible verse: _______________________________________ 
 

* Color: ____________________________________________ 
 

* Food: _____________________________________________ 
 

* Candy: ___________________________________________ 
 

* Kind of music: ____________________________________ 
 

* Musical group/artist: ______________________________ 
 

* Hymn/praise song: ________________________________ 
 

* Holiday: __________________________________________ 
 

* Dessert: __________________________________________ 
 

* Season: ___________________________________________ 
 

* Restaurant: _______________________________________ 
 

* These prayer requests are close to my heart: _______ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

* Immediate needs: _________________________________ 
 

* Family/Friends in need of salvation: _______________ 

____________________________________________________ 
 

* Ongoing needs: ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
 

* Family/Friends in need of prayer: _________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

mailto:nesirwin@gmail.com
mailto:nesirwin@gmail.com


PAGE 13 

THE COVENANT CHIMES VOLUME 32 NO. 5 

 

VOLUME 34, NO. 9 

PAGE 16 

David Bennett, Weekend Host 
Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 
Helen Greider, Sunday Morning Host 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Seth Hiegel, Weeknight Host 
Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook 

Britney Knight, Director, Youth & Family Ministry 
Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 
JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 
John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 
Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 
Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Church Staff 

AMS 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Moderator of Session 
William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2020 
Charlotte Foresther 

Charles Kibler 

Allen Sheasley 

Derek Sweet 
 

 

Class of 2019 
Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 

Greg Sesler 
 
 

Class of 2018 
Camilla Decker 

Ron Fabich 

Gloria Knox 

Bill Tauber 
 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2020 
  Linda Altof 

Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Melany Kramer 

Scott Steva 
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 

Elders   
 

Class of 2020 
Gregory Cooper 

Nancy Irwin 

Linda Majewski 

Dale Shidemantle 

Diane Sutton 
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 

Church Officers 

Have you moved?  Have a 
new phone number or email 
address?  If you’ve changed 
any personal information, 
please update your church 

records by  
contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 

joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org 

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

     Have you liked “First Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant” or friended “First Covenant 
Church” on Facebook?  This is one way to share 
good news about God’s work 
with FPCC.  Also, if you take 
photos you think help tell our 
ministry story, be sure to share 
them to the church pages and/
or tag the church! 

Check Us Out 

Totals are both  
pledge & non-pledge revenue  

 

2017 YTD Budget = $279,622 
2017 YTD Actual = $270,885 

(as of 09.24.17) 

VOLUME 34, NO. 10  

BUDGET COACHES STILL NEEDED  
 

     Purpose of ICM’s Financial Literacy Program:  
To empower families and individuals to gain control 
of their finances. ICM’s Budget Coaches will help 
struggling families better understand how to balance 
a checkbook, how to create a monthly written  
budget, how to develop a  
relationship with a bank, and how to 
start saving on a budget. Call Inter-
Church Ministries at (814) 454-2411 
to volunteer. 

“Achieving Your Goals…  

   Empowerment Through  

                              Financial Literacy” 
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