
Sunday, August 6th~8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

~ Ninth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ Communion ~ 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

“The Cornerstone" 

Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 

Sunday, August 13th~8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

~ Tenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28 

“This Is Your Life” 

Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Sunday, August 20th~8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

~ Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Matthew 15:21-28 

“Beyond the Boundary” 

Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 

Sunday, August 27th~8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

~ Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Britney Knight with  

the Youth Mission Team 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

* Childcare available at both services 

August 1, 2017      /     Volume 34,  No. 8 

2017 Block Party Volunteer Sign-up Sheet 
 

Yes! I would like to help with the Block Party on Wednesday, Aug. 30th.  
I will help (check all that apply): 

 

___ Deliver Neighbor Invitations 8/20 after 10:00 Worship 

___Carry tables & chairs upstairs from Knox Hall, Sunday 8/27 at 5:30 p.m. 

___ Prepare side dishes, Tuesday 8/29 at 10 am 

   ~ On Wednesday, August 30th ~ 

___ Set Up Tables & Chairs, at 2 pm 

___ Food prep, at 4 pm 

___ Set up food tables & serve food at 4 pm 

___ Grill/serve Hot Dogs/Hamburgers at 4 pm 

___Greet & hand out nametags at 5 pm 

___ Set up/supervise kid’s games at 5 pm 

___ Hand out brochures to neighbors (Info-Table) at 5 pm 

___ Help clean-up afterwards beginning 7 pm 

___ Take down tables & chairs/return to Knox Hall, beginning 7 pm 

 
Name _______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________________________________ 

 

Email ________________________________________________________ 

Join us on the evening of Wednesday, August 30th,  

as we turn our parking lot into a huge neighborhood block party  

& kick off our fall programming!  

Live music, delicious picnic food, games for the kids, time together with 

our church family & neighbors….it is a fun event for the whole family.  

We need your help! It’s not too late!! 

Could you fill out & return the volunteer sign-up sheet  

found below to the church office?  

FPCC 9th  
Annual 

Free food, music  
& fun for the family! 

WEDNESDAY,  
AUGUST 30, 2017    

6 - 8 P.M. 
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Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is: 
To awaken all people to our need for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 

From  t he  De sk  of  Pas tor  Chr is   

     “This 15-year-old boy came into the ER at Grady Hospital where I work,”  
said Teresa, a clinical nurse educator in pediatrics. 
 

 Morning worship had just finished, and I was shaking hands with people exiting 
the sanctuary.  Teresa was the last to leave the sanctuary.  She obviously wanted to 
talk.  There are few jobs, I imagine, that could be more disheartening than working 
as a nurse at an emergency room in the inner city. 
 

 The young man Teresa described had been shot in the back.  It was quickly de-
termined that he would no longer have the use of his legs.  His breathing had been 
impacted.  A tracheotomy tube was inserted.   
 

 A teenage male, African-American, involved with gun violence, from the inner 
city – all these facts conjure up certain stereotypes.  Before long some of the staff at 
the hospital were making comments like, “That’s what you get for getting mixed up in the drug game.”  
“Serves him right,” quipped another. 
 

 “Why don’t you ask him who he wants to win the Super Bowl?” Teresa asked one of her co-workers. 
 “He won’t care,” came the blunt response.  “He’s not into that sort of thing.” 
 “How do you know?”  Teresa wondered. 
 

 She walked into the young man’s room and found a Bible resting on his lap.  She began to ask him some 
questions and slowly discovered, through an almost inaudible whisper, that he had tried to break up a fight 
and was caught in a crossfire.  He had never been involved with drugs.  He was a good kid with a lively faith. 
 

 “Who do you want to win the Super Bowl?” she asked before leaving the room. 
 There was a pause and a slight smile.  “New York Giants.”  
 

 That night on the way home, Teresa stopped by the mall and bought the young man a New York Giants 
jersey, extra large.  After all, she explained to me, “It’s embarrassing for a 15-year-old to wear a hospital 
gown. “ 
 

 You should have seen him when we slipped the jersey on him,” she shared.  “His eyes filled with tears.  
He was elated.” 
 

 As this ER nurse processed the experience, she added, “You know some of my co-workers just don’t see 
it.  These are kids.  They want to be loved like any other kid. 
 

 I can understand the cynicism of her colleagues.  As I get older, I find it takes energy and intentionality to 
resist the negativity and pessimism that pervades our culture.  It takes effort to get to know the real story, to 
ask questions, and to see more clearly.  I need to meet people, like Teresa, who live differently in difficult 
work places – who still muster up the strength to go the extra mile and make the effort to look beyond the 
stereotypes.  I need living witnesses who infuse ordinary jobs with extraordinary doses of compassion and 
love.  Teresa reminds  me that it is possible to go beyond what is expected. 
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*Please pray regularly  
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  
 July 21, 2017: 

 

Prayer Concerns… 
 

for God’s healing  
presence for those  

discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes:  

Carol Bruekman, 
Kristi Althof, Susan 

Raimy, Beatrice Waibel  
& Velma Gunselman. 

 
 
 
 

Thank You… 
 

The Mission Committee 
of FPCC wishes to say 
thank you to everyone 

for their generous  
contributions to the  
Erie City Mission's  
"Sole Love" drive.  

We delivered 16 pairs  
of sturdy sneakers  

to the Bonkers4Jesus 
program.   They were 

much appreciated! 
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Articles Due by:  
Saturday,  

August 15th 
 

Mailed on:  
Friday, August 21st 

September  

Issue… 

     Join this group of women for a movie event at 
Britney Knight’s house on August 8th & 22nd as we 
view together the documentary “Half the Sky: Turn-
ing Oppression into Opportunity for Women World-
wide.” This documentary was discussed by author 
Rachel Held Evan’s in our last book study.  We will 
gather for dinner at 6:30 PM & start the film by 7:00. 
Britney will supply the main dish & asks that you 
bring a side dish, dessert, or beverage to share!   
 

     For the address,  
contact Britney Knight  
at 814-456-4243 x112.  

Wine & The Word 

Church  

Calendar 

     To all Elders, Heads 
of Committees & 
Groups: please keep 
Anne informed when 
planning or changing a 
meeting date, time or 
location.  It is helpful 
for scheduling other 
church functions, out-
side meetings & a 
night host.     
          ~ Thank you! 

Aug. 20 Edna Donor 
 Elizabeth   
      Spriegel 
 Geoffrey Wells 
 

Aug. 21 Joan Koppelman 
 Ronald Robertson 
 

Aug. 22 Adrian Gustin 
 

Aug. 23 David Herman 
 

Aug. 25 Shawn Stollatis 
 

Aug. 26 Elizabeth Fetzner 
 Joe Tomlinson 
 

Aug. 27 Joan Cotter 
 Patricia Hoffman  
 

Aug. 28 Ruth Sheasley 
 

Aug. 29 David Kumer 
 Agnes Wilson 
 

Aug. 30 James McLaren 
 Patricia Shea 
 Catherine Shimek 
 

Aug. 31 Evan Adair 
 Lydia Carlson 
 Nancy Irwin 
 Georgie Walker 

 

Aug. 1   Charles Crowers V 
             Sarah Hart 
             Giuliana  
   Golembeski 
 

Aug. 3   Amy McNeill 
             Allison Mitchell 
 

Aug. 5   Jennifer Crowers 
 

Aug. 6   Margery Kibler 
 

Aug. 7   Peyton Irwin 
             Ruth Shapter 
 

Aug. 8   Emma Shimek 
             Patricia Bieber 
 

Aug. 9   David Magee 
 

Aug. 11  Rebecca Adair 
             Evelyn Anderson 
             John Gorman 
 

Aug. 12  Blaine Momeyer 
             Joel Cotter 
 

Aug. 13  George Deutsch 
 

Aug. 14  Dorothy Scholze 
             Susan Wellman 
 

Aug. 15  Paige Irwin 
 

Aug. 17  Ken Anderson 
             Molly Phelps 
             Gary Rathbun 
 

Aug. 19  John Dunn 
             Kathy Findlay 
             Rebecca                    
    Humphrey 

The  
Communion Table  

will be set  
by God for you  

on...  
Sunday, August 6th 

Communion 

Totals are both  
pledge & non-pledge revenue  

 

2017 YTD Budget = $213,396 
2017 YTD Actual = $194,736 

(as of 07.21.17) 

If you notice an incorrect 
or missing birthday,  

or one that is listed that 
should be removed,  

please help us by calling 
the church office at  

814-456-4243  
so that we can 

update  
our records.   

 

Thank you! 
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THE COVENANT CHIMES 

 “A r t  of  Sew ing ” E xhi bi t  

Cl erk ’s  Cor ner   
 

                                    ~ July Meeting ~  
 

At the stated meeting on July 17th Session: 
 

 Elders shared thoughts on how we have been challenged to think in new ways; how 
we are being “transformed by the renewing of (our) minds, so that (we) may discern 
what is the will of God” (Romans 12:1-2) as individuals, as a session, and as a  

      congregation. 
 

 Was brought up to date regarding the on-going review of wedding policy, room rentals, and the use of 
First Covenant facilities by outside groups and individuals.  While making better use of our facilities and 
increased neighborhood relevance are two major points of emphasis identified in our mission study, 
there is also a need for consistency and an appropriate concern for the related costs. 
 

 Endorsed a motion from Trustees to use $9,580.00 from the Tiffany Window Fund to pay a portion of 
the Kirk House kitchen renovation expenses. 
 

 Endorsed a motion from the Trustees to use up to $37,000.00 from the Tiffany Window Fund, along 
with money from the Mission Set Aside Fund, Our Neighbors Place Fund, and a William Sesler memorial 
gift to pay for the renovation of the Knox Hall landing restrooms.  Both of these motions are consistent 
with the commitment to use money from the sale of the Tiffany Window in ways that are consistent 
with the four areas of emphasis identified in our mission study. 
 

 Voted to receive Tracy Townsend into membership by Letter of Transfer. 
 

 Approved a motion from the Worship and Music Committee that we would not have the Christmas with 
First Covenant program in 2017 due to the scheduling of numerous other seasonal program offerings. 
 

 Approved a motion from the Worship and Music Committee that “…henceforth the sung Call to Wor-
ship, Doxology, Gloria Patri, and Lord’s Prayer be printed in full along with any appropriate hymn or 
page numbers, in the Sunday worship bulletins.” 

 

        ~ W.D. Holmes, Clerk of Session      

     Be sure to visit the Community Gallery near the church office before August 13th.   
JoAnn Peters of the church’s business office shares her passion for quilting through a col-
lection of wall hangings she has created.  “Art of Sewing” features some colorful and amaz-
ing designs quilted in fabric.  Our Community Gallery participated in the Erie Art Museum 
“Gallery Night” on July 28th.  The quilts received rave reviews! 
 

     The Community Gallery provides a significant way to further engage the Erie communi-

ty.  Art is often a good conversation starter.  It reminds us that our Creator God gifts us 

with creativity and imagination.  Recent exhibits have been enjoyed by church members and many others 

who pass through the gallery space daily on their way to meetings and events held in the church building.  

Help keep it thriving: suggest an artist or exhibit for the gallery! 
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See You Under the Bell Tower! 
 

Wow, I cannot believe our new faith formation year is only a month away!   
This year, we are offering many ways to be involved in spiritual growth—from children 

to grandparents!  
 

On September 10th,  
we will kickoff our Faith Formation year with food, fun, and our faith family  

under the bell tower.   
You and your family will be able to sign-up  

for mission and faith formation opportunities, classes, and small groups.  
 

See below for a preview of Fall Faith Formation: 
 

 Pre-K through 5th Grade: Children will be singing, baking, experimenting, and crafting their way 
through the Bible starting with Genesis.  Join us every Sunday, starting September 17th during Faith For-
mation hour (9:30-10:30 AM). 

 

 6th Grade-8th Grade: Youth will experience hands-on investigative learning that leads to deep engage-
ment with the Bible, faith, and what it means to be a Christian through Colaborate Bible Study.  Stu-
dents in grades 7th and 8th Grade are invited to participate in Confirmation this year beginning in Janu-
ary during the Faith Formation hour.  Participating in Faith Formation beginning Sunday, September 17 th 
is important for confirmation!   

 

 9th Grade-College:  Youth and Young Adults will be watching videos from today’s leading theologians 
and pastors like Nadia Bolz-Weber, Shane Claiborne, and Rachel Held Evans as they discuss big ques-
tions about faith, Jesus, and living as a Christian.  Get ready to be transformed staring September 17th 

during Faith Formation hour. 
 

 6th Grade-12th Grade: B2SB2YG (Back to School, Back to Youth Group) Join us every Sunday, 4:30-6:30 
beginning September 10th!!  A whole new year, a whole new look!  We will be having a meal, as a group 
every Sunday, so don’t worry about grabbing dinner before you come!   

 

Adults: 
 

 Protestants: Faith that Made the Modern World ~Join Rob Baker as he journeys with you from the Refor-
mation, discovery of the New World, Abolition, Apartheid, and more as you learn about the Protestants 
(many of them Presbyterian!) who transformed our world, our history, and the story of humankind.  
This is a wonderful way to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 theses to the 
Wittenberg Castle Church door!   

 

 Spiritual Disciplines, Say What?~Take a moment and think about all of the free time you have...Like 
many of you, I, Britney Knight, suffer from the busy-ness of life.  Almost every week, some news chan-
nel, paper, magazine, or journal produces a story about the overworked, overstressed, and busy Ameri-
can.  Is there another option for Christians?  Instead of letting our work and social lives dictate our 
spiritual life, could our spiritual lives guide and influence the way we live? First, we will look at the spir-
itual discipline of Sabbath-keeping. Join us beginning September 17th during Faith Formation Hour. 

 

This is just a preview of what is coming this Fall!  
Be sure to join us September 10th under the bell tower after each service  

to experience the full scope of classes, mission teams, and small groups that will be starting up in the Fall!   
 

Invite a friend!   
Do something different!   

Try something new!   
How is God at work in your life?      

   

                        ~ Britney Knight 
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Campus Ministry Ramping Up for Gannon’s August 23rd Start 

 

First Covenant is smack-dab, right in the center of Gannon’s campus footprint.   
What an amazing opportunity God gives us to love and serve students in Jesus’ name!   
How will you be a part of God’s exciting work among Gannon students through FPCC? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abby & Kyle Return ~ 
   Abby Blankenship & Kyle Schumacher return to the Kirk House in early August from their 
June & July summer sessions with college students in Ocean City, NJ & Philadelphia, PA.  
Abby & Kyle will share about their experiences during the “Moment for Ministry” & 
“Storytelling Time” in worship on August 20th. 
 

Kitchen Renovation ~ 
   Abby & Kyle (and Gannon students) will return to a new kitchen this month!  After many, 
many, many years, the original Kirk House kitchen is being replaced with updated cabinets, 
countertops, flooring, lighting…everything. 
 

Welcome Students with “Smooth Move” ~  
   Students will move in to their housing throughout the church neighborhood (including the 
Kirk House) the weekend of August 19th & 20th.  Classes begin on Wednesday, August 23rd.  Help 
make this a “smooth move” & welcome students Saturday & Sunday mornings for a couple of 
hours.  Teams of church members are invited to meet at the church on Saturday at 9am & Sun-
day after 10am worship to greet students, distribute water bottles & Block Party invitations. 

 

Help with Kirk House Cookout ~ 
   Help Abby & Kyle with the Kirk House (Gannon-wide) Cookout for hundreds on Friday,  
August 25th.  Flip burgers, welcome students, answer questions, keep the chip & dip filled &  
the lemonade flowing, share a homemade dessert… 6-8 p.m. 
 

Serve at TGIF (Thank God It’s Franks!) ~ 
   Be a night-owl & greet Gannon students on Fridays beginning September 8th.  Share grilled 
hot dogs, veggie burgers & water bottles with students as they walk through the church 
neighborhood from 10 p.m. to midnight.  For a few seasons this has proved to be a very sig-
nificant way to engage students on the students’ turf. First Covenant brings God’s love to stu-
dents where they are, instead of waiting for students to show up in worship.  It has led to 
long-standing relationships with students.  And it has given FPCC a reputation of renowned 
hospitality & service among Gannon faculty &students. 

 

Contact Abby Blankenship (724-561-4482) or Kyle Schumacher (330-631-7948) to offer your help  
with Smooth Move, the KH Cookout or TGIF.   

Campus Ministry is all about relationships, meeting & greeting & hanging out with students.   
This is not only Abby & Kyle’s “job”…it’s God’s call for each of us at First Covenant.   

And by the way, it is hardly a “job”…it is so much fun! 
 

Kirk House  
Cook-Out 

TGIF! 

+ = 
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Si mp ly  Summe r  

     During the month of August, refreshments in the 
Parlor after both services will be cold drinks & a sim-
ple offering of treats.  If you have not had the oppor-
tunity to "host" fellowship, now would be a great 
time!  Drinks are provided & you provide some light 
refreshments.  Sign up in the Parlor or call Sandra 
Herman at 490-2093.  

22nd Annual Golf Scramble 

     We invite you to join us for the annual mixed two-
some scramble golf outing on Sunday, August 13, 
2017 at Fox Run Golf Course, 2123 Strong Road, Wa-
terford, PA. 
 

     The outing begins at 3:00 p.m. but players need to 
arrive & be ready for team drawings by 2:30p.m. 
 

     Entry fee is $27.00 per person.  
This covers the cost for the nine hole 
tournament , a riding cart (everyone 
rides!), prizes, dinner & includes all 
taxes & gratuities. 
 

     Those of you who have played be-
fore, know that golfing talent is incidental to the fun.  
If you want to join in, please call Dave Briggs at 
814.864.7705.  You will need to send your check to 
him for $27.00 per person.  
 

     Only the first 10 men & 10 women are assured of 
a spot. Dave’s new address is: 322 Washington Place 
            Apt. 145   
       Erie, PA 16505 

FPCC 

Faith Formation  

Leader Orientation  

Volunteers Needed! 

   

    Interested in helping others?  If so, please contact 
Vic Glembocki at 864-9096 to volunteer your time to 
prepare & serve the many guests they see daily at the 
City Mission Kitchen, 1023 French St. the 
first Thursday of every month between 
10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

August date is the 3rd! 

www. 

Firstcovenanterie.org 

 

     If you are an adult leading or interested in lead-
ing a Faith Formation class on Sunday mornings or 
heading up a small group during the week, you are 
required to attend a Faith Formation Orientation 
after the 10 AM Service on Sunday, August 27th.  
 

     During this orientation, we will participate in 
contemplative study of scripture, share stories 
about leadership, discuss learning styles, and re-
view safety procedures for children and adults.  
 

     This is a mandatory session for ALL leaders. 
Lunch, snacks, and drinks will be provided. This 
session will go until 
2:30 PM.  For more  
information or ques-
tions, please contact 
Britney Knight,  
814-456-4243 x112. 

Covenant Preschool 

     On September 6th and 7th, Covenant Preschool 
will be starting its 68th year of helping toddlers to  
socialize, learn about God, and prepare for Kinder-
garten. We have been busy getting the classrooms 
back in order and decorating the classrooms. 
Thank you, John and Luba for all your help and 
assistance this summer in the classrooms.   
 

     This year, we welcome Holly Murphy to Cove-
nant Preschool. She will be the 
lead teacher in our T/Th 3 
year old classroom.  Also, we 
will be saying good-bye to Jan 
Lovercheck, who has retired 
from the preschool after 26 
years.  We will definitely miss 
her and all her amazing tal-
ents she offered the preschool, 
students, & families. 

 

     We still have a few openings in our classes for 
the 2017-2018 school year. If you have any ques-
tions, need an application, or would like a tour of 
the preschool, you can call the Director, Lisa Hie-
gel, at 456-4243 x102. 
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Sunday Suppers 

THE COVENANT CHIMES 

     This note arrived, along with a $200 check, in July.  According to the church business office, this occurs 
several times a year, the result of a growing partnership with Gannon University. 
 

“Dear Friends: 
     It is a pleasure to send to you the enclosed check in support of your Sunday Suppers.  This check repre-
sents funds collected by our students to support the poor in the Erie area & a donation from the Gannon 
Faith Community Sunday offering.  Thank you for your efforts & may God bless your programs, those who 
serve & are served. 
 

Sincerely, 
Reverend Michael T. Kesicki 
Associate Vice President for Mission and Ministry, 
Gannon University 

     Many thanks to the TOT group who prepared and served Sunday Supper on July 16th, 
and to the many volunteers who prepared desserts and/or served the meal on July 23rd. 
This summer is giving our congregation a wonderful opportunity to step up and fully  
engage in the Sunday Supper experience. 
 

     In the month of August, Sunday Supper will be served by the Church of the Nativity 
Russian Church, Church of the Cross Presbyterian Church, St. John the Baptist and Holy 
Cross Catholic Churches and FPCC. The menu is yet to be determined for the August 27th 
meal so watch your Sunday bulletin for ways you can become involved in this ministry and please sign up 
in the Parlor to let Pat know you’re coming to help.  
 

     Looking ahead to September, we will also prepare and serve Sunday Supper on September 2nd. Once the 
summer months are done, Sunday Supper is booked solid until Christmas Eve. 
 

     If you have questions about how to become involved with Sunday Supper, please contact Pat Tracy at 
814-864-6118 or tptracy72@gmail.com. 

Please Consider Supporting...  

     First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is a member of the Nonprofit Partnership of the 
Erie Community Foundation.  Because the church is a member we can participate in ERIE 
GIVES! 
 

     On August 8, 2017 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. you can make a donation 
to First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant through ERIE GIVES.  During this 12-hour period 
of online giving, The Erie Community Foundation will match a percentage of each donation 

you make to your favorite non-profit(s) when you donate through their website.  Please consider giving a 
little extra to our church mission programs and make your donation go further!  Go to www.eriegives.org 
for additional information. 

     By joining the Nonprofit Partnership it enables us to participate in the programs and services offered by 
the Erie Community Foundation throughout the year.  

Pick Up Your Hammer or Grab a Paintbrush 

Neighbor 2 Neighbor is a ministry of minor home repairs initiated last summer by FPCC & Todd Tracy’s 
youth group from Columbus, OH.  “Our West Bayfront” has enthusiastically embraced the 
project & will have opportunities for churches & neighbors in Erie’s lower Westside to work 
together on Thursday, August 17th through Saturday, August 19th.  If you can serve for a few 
hours on any of these days, please contact Seph Kumer at 456-4243, x105 or 
seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org 

From Our Friends 

http://www.eriegives.org
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It’s Block Party Time!  

     Plan to help with the 2017 Block Party on Wednesday, August 30, from 6-8 
p.m.  The time has shifted an hour later to allow for the shade from the church 
building to bathe more of the picnic & band music area. 
 

     The Block Party is a tangible way for neighbors to celebrate “community”.  
Share food, music & fun with old & new friends.  Neighbors & church members 
will be cooking, grilling, serving, children’s activities, setting up & tearing down 
the Block Party-together.  When we “DO WITH” & not “DO FOR” we form bonds that help connect us.  
“Doing with” allows for an “exchange” where everyone shares their gifts & everyone receives benefits, in-
stead of only one group giving & one group receiving. 
 

     The Mission Committee needs your help greeting & engaging Block Party attendees, preparing & serving 
the meal, staffing the children’s activities, hosting the band (“Breeze Band” back by popular demand!), set-
ting up/cleaning up… All ages needed.  Help for one hour & enjoy the party for one hour!  Use the 
“VOLUNTEER” sign-up sheet on the cover of this edition of the Chimes or contact Anne in the church office 
at 456-4243  to sign up to help, or contact Dale Sweet, Britney Knight or Seph Kumer. 

Covenant Connections Dinners Return September 20th!  

     It has been a great summer.  The kids will soon be heading back to school.  Take a break from cooking 
dinner on Wednesday nights beginning September 20th!  Enjoy homemade dinners prepared by our return-
ing kitchen team (headed up by Kevin Stevenson and Jackie Jones), CONNECT with old and new friends, 
and CONNECT with how God is working in Erie. 
 

     Dinners will be served beginning at 5:15 p.m. in Knox Hall.  Delicious meals (balanced, healthy, and 
tasty!) plus a simple salad bar, will be served until 6:00 p.m.  At a time when food prices continue to rise, 
dinners will cost only $6.00 per adult (12 years old and up), $3.00 per child (aged 5-11 years) or college stu-
dents, and FREE for children aged 4 years and under.  A family maximum (for parents and their minor chil-
dren living under the same roof) of $18.00 will apply. 
 

     After dinner (6:15 p.m.) we will have guest speakers and activities that help CONNECT us with God, each 
other, and the community.  Covenant Connections provides us with a casual gathering time where we often 
see God at work and hear God’s call to serve. 
 

     We need you!  Two helpers a week are needed to serve meals (5:00-6:00 p.m. shift), and clean-up/dishes 
(6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. shift).  You can receive a complimentary, delicious meal in exchange for your time.  If 
you would be willing to serve on one of these crews for a month, half a year, or until the end of April, 
please contact Seph Kumer at 456-4243, x105 or seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org. 
 

     We will set a place for you and cook a great meal for you, but you please 
let us know you are coming!  Call or email your dinner reservations to the 
church office (456-4243, anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org) by Noon on the 
Monday prior to your attendance… that’s September 18 for the first Septem-
ber 20th dinner! 

     The youth mission team of twelve headed to Lexington, KY on July 
22nd for their week of urban ministry immersion .  Joe, Bryleigh & Alison 
Paluchak, Anna & Caitlin Koebe, Britney Knight, Rachel Holmes, Paige 
Irwin, Haley & Colin Fabich, Ethan Holmes & Alec Reese. Join us on Sun-
day, August 27th to hear about the students' experience as they lead us in 
worship alongside Britney Knight AND they will have photos & stories 
from their trip included in next month’s September Chimes. 

Youth Mission Team Send-Off 

FPCC 9th  Annual 
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Bonkers 4 Jesus Brought Lots of Life to the Building in July 

 

 

Alec Ryrie at Chautauqua Institute 

     On June 30th, 10 members of First Covenant traveled to the Chautau-
qua Institute to attend a lecture by Alec Ryrie. He is the author of 
Protestants: The Faith That Made The Modern World.  Rob Baker’s class is 
using the book this Faith Formation year.  After the Lecture, Alec Ryrie 
joined the group for a discussion at Athenaeum Hotel.  Thank you, Rob, 
for setting up this meeting!  It was wonderful!  Many of us asked our fa-
vorite theological questions and received remarkable answers to the his-
torical questions that confound us.  We even extended an invitation to 
Professor Ryrie to visit First Covenant the next time he is in our neigh-
borhood! 

     It was a great B4J week for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders in July.  Taekwondo in the Calvin 
Room, Puppetry in the Discovery Room, Woodworking in the Witherspoon Room, Art in 
Classroom A, Science in Classroom B and breakfast, lunch, games and worship in Knox Hall.   
 

     On Friday night nearly 200 children and family members attended a celebration pasta 
dinner prepared and served by 25 church members and friends.  Comments from the Erie 
City Mission staff and volunteers were full of gratitude for the church opening its doors for 
an amazing camp week.  Special thanks to the maintenance and office staff of the church for being such gra-
cious hosts.  
 

     The main theme for the campers was from Philippians 3: Knowing and serving Jesus is better than any-
thing else in life! Here are some photo highlights of the week: 
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     Have you liked “First Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant” or friended “First Covenant 
Church” on Facebook?  This is one way to share 
good news about God’s work 
with FPCC.  Also, if you take 
photos you think help tell our 
ministry story, be sure to share 
them to the church pages and/
or tag the church! 

David Bennett, Weekend Host 
Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 
Helen Greider, Sunday Morning Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 
Seth Hiegel, Weeknight Host 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook 
Britney Knight, Director, Youth & Family Ministry 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 
Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 

JoAllie Paluchak, Nursery Attendant 
JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 
John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 
Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 
Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Church Staff 

AMS 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Moderator of Session 
William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2020 
Charlotte Foresther 

Charles Kibler 

Allen Sheasley 

Derek Sweet 
 

 

Class of 2019 
Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 

Greg Sesler 
 
 

Class of 2018 
Camilla Decker 

Ron Fabich 

Gloria Knox 

Bill Tauber 
 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2020 
  Linda Altof 

Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Melanie Kramer 

Scott Steva 
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 

Elders   
 

Class of 2020 
Gregory Cooper 

Nancy Irwin 

Linda Majewski 

Dale Shidemantle 

Diane Sutton 
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 

Church Officers 

Have you moved?  Have a 
new phone number or email 
address?  If you’ve changed 
any personal information, 
please update your church 

records by  
contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 

joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org 

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Thanks to the “Theology on Tap” group of men  

for preparing two meals on Sunday, July 16…  

food for the church picnic & for Sunday Suppers! 

(Pictured: Bill Tauber, Derek Sweet & Norm Olson) 

Check Us Out 
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