
 

Wednesday, March 1st ~ 6:30 pm 

~ Ash Wednesday ~ 

Matthew 6.1-21 

“Wrestling With Reconciliation: 

‘Prayer’”  

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, March 5th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ First Sunday in Lent ~ 

Genesis 25.19-34  

“Wrestling With Reconciliation: 

‘Rivalry’”  

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, March 12th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Second Sunday in Lent ~ 

Genesis 28.10-22 

“Wrestling With Reconciliation: 

‘Dreams’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, March 19th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
~ Third Sunday in Lent ~ 

Genesis 34 

Wrestling With Reconciliation:  

‘Dinah” 

Britney Knight 
 

Sunday, March 26th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Fourth Sunday in Lent ~  

~ Communion ~ 

Genesis 29.1-28 

“Wrestling With Reconciliation:  

‘Jacob Is Tricked’” 

Rev. Timm High 

March 1, 2017 Volume 34, No. 3 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

     Faith Formation           * Childcare available 

for all ages at 9:30 a.m.      

Call for the Annual Meeting  
of the Congregation and Corporation 

 
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  
calls for Part II of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation  
and for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation to be held  

on Sunday, April 2, 2017.   
The meetings will be held in Knox Hall  

immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.   

 
Rev. Timm High     W. D. Holmes 
    Moderator            Clerk of Session 

~ ASH WEDNESDAY, March 1st ~ 
 

In Jewish & Christian history, ashes are a sign of mortality & 
repentance.  Mortality because our bodies are finite & eventual-
ly become dust/dirt/ash.  Repentance because long ago, when 
people felt remorse for their actions, they would put ashes on 
their head & wear “sackcloth” (scratchy cloth) to remind them 
that sin is uncomfortable & leads to a sort of death of the spir-
it. This was a way of confessing sin & asking for forgiveness. 

Ashes for Ash Wednesday are produced by saving palms from 
Palm Sunday, burning them & mixing them with water or oil. 

 

~ SIDEWALK ASHES ~ 
 

7:00—9:00 a.m. & 11:30—1:30 p.m.  
This year we are trying something new!  

We invite you to help impose ashes, greet, pray & invite pass-
ersby to our evening Ash Wednesday Service.  

Contact Timm or Britney for more information at 814.456.4243. 
 

~ FISH DINNER ~ 
5:15 p.m., Knox Hall, $5 adults, $3 children 

 

Be sure to make dinner reservations by Tuesday, February 28th. 
 

~ WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 
6:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

 

Recognize life as a precious gift of God & re-turn towards  
Jesus Christ.   

Receive the sign of the cross from ashes. 
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The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 

He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.  

Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  

When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob he struck him on the hip socket;  

and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.  

Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”  

So he said to him, “What is your name? And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob,  

but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.”  

Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”  

And then he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “I have seen God face to face,  

and yet my life is preserved.  

The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  

Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket,  

because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle.  

Genesis 32.22-32 

     To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, greetings; 
 

     One of the blessings of the seizure I experienced in November has been another  
opportunity to practice prayer. I have been led by the Spirit to reflect on the question of whether I (and by 
extension, you, thus we) am/are asked to pray with another as well as for another. This story has given me a 
context out of which to begin and deepen my discernment. 
 

     Jacob (one of the meanings of his name is “Trixter”) has been away from his family for more than four-
teen years. He is about to be reunited with Esau, the brother from whom he had supplanted as the favored 
one in the family twice (Genesis 25.29-34; 27.18-29). His uncertainty is reflected in his preparations and in 
this marvelous story of Jacob wrestling amidst the night prior to the reunion. 
 

     Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. You know what it feels like to be “left 
alone.” Seemingly bereft of external support, Jacob discovers he is not absolutely alone; there are the pres-
ence and presents of this mysterious other: described as a “man.” Dawn finds the wrestling match to be a 
draw; Jacob sustains an injury, and insists on a blessing. He receives one in the form of a new name: “One 
who strives with God.” This, I believe is a truth that the storyteller desires us to be engaged by. We are invit-
ed to “strive with God”: to not only strive for God, but to strive with God. And one of the ways God has 
shown me to embody this striving is to expand my understanding of prayer: to not only pray for another, 
but to understand more about another person who has requested prayer: what it is they are struggling with 
in order to pray with the other, equipping them to be more fully engaged with God. 
 

     Thank you for the privilege of serving God as your temporary supply pastor.  May this find 
you doing the best you can in all that you do with all you have, given God’s help, amidst the 
challenges and comforts that come your way. 

   Be Well…Timm 

Reflecting on Faith, Hope & Love 

On A Personal Note... 
     I’m now three months into my recovery from my seizure, and three months away from the follow-up 
with the neurologist in late May. Thank you for your kind notes, phone calls, inquires of all kinds & for your 
offers to drive me where I need to go. I am as well as I can be (thankfully, I can walk most everywhere I 
need to go!). If you have questions, please direct them to me or if you prefer, please ask someone to come 
to me with you to ask your question. 
 

     My last Sunday of service as the temporary supply pastor of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 
will be April 16th, Easter Sunday.  Thank you so very much for your continuing support of me as a person & 
as a pastor.                
  ~ Timm 
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    Those who support-
ed Our Neighbor’s Place  

in February when it  
returned to FPCC  

February 15th-March 1st. 
 

The members of the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee who faith-
fully discerned God’s 
leading in the name of 

Jesus through the  
power of the Holy Spirit 

to identify Rev. Chris 
Weichman as our next 

pastor. 
 

The Members and 
Friends of FPCC who 
were present for and 
participated in the 

called Congregational 
Meeting on February 

19th and supported the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee amidst the 
candidating weekend. 

 

Those who have made  
a commitment to  

financially support the 
mission and ministry of 

God in the name of  
Jesus through the  

power of the Holy Spirit 
within FPCC during 

2017. 
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*Please pray regularly  
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 February 22, 2017 ~ 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for God’s 

healing presence  
for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes:  
Catherine Amond, Rose 

Mead, Peggy Herrod.                

 
 

 
In Loving Memory  

In loving memory of 
those who have joined 
the church triumphant:  

 

~ Susan A. Clark  ~ 
February 2, 2017  

 

~ Audrey Krivonak ~ 
February 16, 2017 

 
 
 

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  

regularly for the mission 
and ministry of First 

Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant. 

       

Adult Faith Formation 

 Timm’s class on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday mornings will be 

reading and reflecting on the  
Lenten Study. 

Worship in March  
     Worship in March finds us 
worshiping God in the name of 
Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit on Sunday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with 

an hour of spiritual formation opportunities at 9:30 
a.m. every Sunday.  The Season is Lent, which begins 
with Ash Wednesday on March 1st. On Sunday, 
March  26th we will be celebrating the sacrament of 
communion. 

Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

is: 
 

“To awaken all people to our need  
for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip each one  
to become His fully-devoted follower.” 

My dear friends, 
 

     Words are so in adequate to 
express the love and gratitude you 
gave to me and my family when 
Howard went to live with God.   
I take great comfort that he is out 
of his pain and can now breathe and talk.  Your 
demonstration of love is a testimony of your devo-
tion to our Lord and Savior.  
 

     Thank you for the embraces you gave us by 
providing food, taking frantic phone calls, the funer-
al that gave us so much comfort, the many cards, the 
luncheon after the funeral and such embraces when 
I returned from out of the shadow of death.  There 
will always be a golden cord in my heart and soul 
because of all of you. 
 

Great is His Faithfulness, God is Good! 
 

                ~ Julie, Mike, Eric & Staci Copen 

Thank You 

 

Articles Due by:  
Wednesday,  
March 15th 

 
Mailed on:  

Thursday, March 23rd 

April Issue… 

www. 
Firstcovenanterie.org 
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The Board of Deacons thanked  
Rev. Stephen Morse for the time he gave,  

the sharing of his talents  
& the many acts of kindness,  

all of which were shared from a loving  
& gracious heart. 

     Colossians 3:12:  Therefore as God's chosen 
people, holy & dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness &  
patience.  Well done faithful servant, well done!!! 

March 1   Barbara Osborn 
  Victor Glembocki 
 

March 2 Quinn Mauro 
 Linda Wright 
 

March 3 Fred Reed 
 

March 4    Pearl Allen 
 

March 5 Stephen Best 
                Stephanie  
         Lindner 
 Julie Copen 
 

March 6 Kelley  
     Hildebrand 
 

March 7 Deborah  
     Bernardini 

 David Briggs 
 Jill Robinson 
 Scott Sesler 
 Elizabeth  

    Zebroski 
 Michael Burns 
 

March 9 John Shifler 
 Delaney Vilushis 
 Janet Sesler 
 

March 10  John Macks 
                 Vince Palermo 
 

March 11  William Heard 
 

March 12  Marlene Spires 
                 Alexander Wood 
 

March 13 Lewis Klahr 
 James Sheasley 
  

March 15 John Ream 
 Mara Elliott 

VOLUME 34, NO. 3 
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Volunteers Needed! 
   Interested in helping others?  If 
so, please contact Vic Glembocki 
at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many 
guests they see daily at the City 
Mission Kitchen, 1023 French St. 

the first Thursday of every month between 10:00 
a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

March date is the 2nd! 

     Sign up for the next blood drive on 
Saturday, March 18th from 8:00 a.m. 
until Noon in our church parking lot.  
Invite a friend, co-worker, neighbor or 
family member to donate with you!  
Then please mark your calendar as 
follows:  May 20, July 15, Sept. 16 & 
Nov. 18 to fill out the year.  Call Tim 

Campbell at 814.397.8570 or visit him in the Wel-
come Center after worship.  You are always wel-
come to go into the Community Blood Bank located 
at 2646 Peach Street & donate blood on behalf of 
Church of the Covenant. 

Give Life! 

Farewell Rev. Morse 

2017 Calendar 
     To all Elders, Heads of Committees & Groups: 
please keep Anne informed when planning or chang-
ing a meeting date, time or loca-
tion.  It is helpful for scheduling 
other church functions, outside 
meetings & a night host.   
  ~ Thank you! 

If you notice an incorrect or missing birthday  
or one that is listed that should be removed,  

please help us by calling the church office at 456-4243  
so that we can update our records.   

 

March 17 Nancy Carlson 
                Shirley Meeker 
 Donald  
      Koppelman 
 

March 18  Jane McBrier 
                 Mitchell  
       Humphrey 
  Carla Picardo 
 

March 19  Donna Battersby 
  Cory Wurst 
 

March 22  Susan Dunn 
  Calvin Wurst 
  Robert Tauber 
 

March 23  Linda Althof 
 

March 24  Thomas Miller 
  Alexander Patton 
 

March 25   Susan Grygo 
 

March 26  Mark Wells 
  Catherine Sesler 
  Christiana Hart 
 

March 27   Stephanie Briggs 
  Charles  
          Ackerman 
  Lorena Derks 
  Renee Tomlinson 
 

March 28  Herbert Armes 
  Margaret Patton 
 

March 29  Torrey Gaither 
 

March 30  Diane Ream 
 

March 31  Deborah Loney 
  Melinda Carlson 
  Sarah Best 

 

Happy  
  Birthday 
    Everyone!! 
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Clerk’s Corner  
 

At the stated Session meeting on Monday, February 20th session: 
 

 

 Voted to postpone the session retreat previously planned for February 26th.  The pur-
pose of the retreat is to consider further the four points included in the Our Future 
Direction portion of the 2015 Mission Study and Mission Information Form that was 
the basis for the work of the PNC: neighborhood relevance, plans for better usage of our 
building, connecting with youth, and continued focus on hospitality. The action to postpone was 
taken in order to be able to include our newly called pastor, Chris Weichman, in that discussion. 

 

 Reviewed actions and progress to date in the four areas outlined in the Our Future Direction section of 
the Mission Information Form (MIF) and associated scripture passages.  

 

 Voted to call the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part II and the Annual Meeting of the Corporation 
for Sunday, April 2, 2017 following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

 Approved Sunday, May 21, 2017 as the date for the ordination and installation of new officers elected at 
the annual meeting.  

 

 Tabled action on a motion from the Board of Trustees to move proceeds from the recent sale of the Tif-
fany window out of a money market account into an unrestricted managed fund within the Endowment 
Fund until the March session meeting. 

 

 Approved a motion from the Personnel Committee clarifying that “…the approval of the pastor is re-
quired before the use of any pastoral services in the church.  In the absence of the pastor, the clerk of 
session is empowered to make such approval.” 

 

 Approved a motion from the Personnel Committee to amend the previously approved separation agree-
ment with Rev. High to include reimbursement for the cost of keeping his personal belongings in a stor-
age unit for up to four months. 

 

                      ~ W.D. Holmes 
                                Clerk of Session 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 

     The pastor nominating committee has worked with passion and energy, fully in ser-
vice to First Covenant.  We have sought to interpret our mission study and craft a mis-
sion information form that represents who we are, what are our goals and what criteria 
we should seek in a new pastor.  It was in this time that we gelled as a committee and 
developed a great rapport.  Each member of this committee has worked countless hours 
in group and independently to deliver our nomination.  
 

     Along the way, we have employed this mission information form document to test the qualifications of 
many possible nominees.  We have sought to keep the congregation up to date with notes of our progress 
and our efforts.  We have felt supported and blessed by your prayers and encouragement.  We have used a 
search process to evaluate profiles, interview, and vet pastors.  All along, we have prayed and sought guid-
ance from God for Him to reveal for us our next pastor.  
 

     Out of the process, in the fullness of time, we have found Rev. Chris Weichman.  We were honored to 
present him for your vote.  Again, we the congregation are not only filling a position, 
but offering a call to undertake the office of Pastor, Head of Staff and promising all 
proper support, encouragement and allegiance in the Lord.   On Sunday February 19th, 
Chris led us in worship and at the ensuing congregational meeting the congregation 
voted, and Chris Weichman was called to be the next installed pastor of First Covenant.  
We have promised to provide him annual compensation so he may devote himself full 
time to this work.  The date for Chris’ start is May 1, 2017.   

The Search  

is  

Over!! 
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Things to know ~ 
 

 The Faith Formation hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. for Children, Youth & 
Adults.  Grab a coffee or juice in the Parlor on your way to study classes! 

 

 Middle & Senior High School Faith Formation Class with Nancy Irwin, Third Floor Sr. High Lounge 
 

 Grade 2- Grade 5 Faith Formation with Judy Stollatis, Third Floor Jr. High Lounge 
 

 Age 4-Grade 1 Music with Monty Service, Third Floor Reed Chapel 
 

 Adult Faith Formation 
        ~ Timm High leads a group on the reading and reflecting on the Lenten Study, 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
        ~ Bill Holmes leads a Bible Study on the Letters from John & Jude, 3rd floor room #313. 
        ~ Bill Sesler leads a video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor #116  
 

 JoAllie Paluchak has childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during both services & Faith For-
mation hour. 

 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to Reed Chapel 
on the 3rd floor. (age appropriate worship & learning for children age 4—grade 5.) 

Keys, if you please! 

     If you have a set of keys to FPCC, 
please email John Scepura at 
john.scepura@firstcovenanterie.org 
and let him know. 
 

     John has kept a list of all those to 
whom he has given keys but is aware 
that others are possessing keys.  We 
think it is a good idea to know who 
has these. 
 

     Please indicate if 
your key is All Access 
or Limited Access. 
 

      ~ Thank you! 

The  
Communion Table  

will be set by God for 
you on...  

 

Sunday, March 26th. 

March 1st 

     With the encourage-
ment of Timm High &  
at the request of the  
Personnel Committee, 
Marlene Spires is serving 
as the Head of Staff dur-
ing the 
transition 
time be-
fore the 
arrival of 
the next 
pastor. 
 

     This 
time will allow staff an 
opportunity to minimize 
the stress that accompa-
nies change & be better 
prepared to be welcoming 
of the next pastor. 
 

     Marlene is focusing on 
process, procedure & poli-
cy issues.  Her office is 
located in 
Room 158 
of the 
business 
office. 

Welcome! 

First Covenant Asked to Help with Food Pantry 

     A new, once a month, evening food pantry is being planned for Emerson-
Gridley Elementary school located blocks from the church.  A representative 
from Second Harvest Food Bank contacted the church to see if First Covenant 
would like to help oversee & staff this outreach.  First Covenant was called be-
cause of its reputation for involvement in & caring for the neighborhood. 
 

     At its February meeting, the Mission Committee decided it would like to 
explore this possibility.  Are you  
interested in helping?  If so, contact 
Phyllis Tarno, committee chair at 
phylabuzzer@verizon.net 
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Get “Reconciled” at March Covenant Connections 
     It is already March and Lent is here!  Join your friends and make new friends at Covenant Connections 
this month.  Dinner will be ready in Knox Hall (or the Fidelis Room) at 5:15 p.m., followed by an engaging 
“connecting” activity at 6:15 p.m.  It is all about “connecting” with the community around us and asking 
God to show us ministry opportunities.  During Lent we will explore a “Reconciliation” series coinciding 
with our Lenten Study.  We will celebrate how God reconciles with us and about how we can be reconcilers. 
 

     Our speakers will include:  a team from Gannon’s Black Student Union discussing racial reconciliation, 
the new Our West Bayfront director Anna Frantz challenging us to help reconcile with church neighbors 
and Linda Althof sharing how “Gliding Stars” therapeutic ice skating helps us reconcile with limitations.  It 
all kicks off with the Ash Wednesday fish dinner and worship on March 1. 
 

     If you missed Covenant Connections in February, you missed delicious meals and a facetime session 
with a street ministry worker in Seattle. We checked out “1,001 New Worshiping Communities” and saw 
how churches are ministering “outside of the box” across the country.  Nataliya Fedorchenko shared her 
God-given piano talent with us, and Britney Knight helped introduce the “Reconciliation” theme for our Len-
ten Study. 
 

     Dinner is $5 for adults, $3 for children and college students, and free for children 4 and under.  Make 
your dinner reservation by calling the church office at 456.4243 or emailing 
Anne.Sauer@firstcovenanterie.org. 

     The entire staff & congregation expresses its’ gratitude to several people who 
have gone out of their way to meet one or more of the specific needs of the church.   
 

Special thanks to… 
 

 “Our Superman” ~ John Ream, who you can usually find in the church on any 
Wednesday between the hours of 8:00 & 4:00 not because he is required to be 
here but because he wants to be here; helping John Scepura fix this or that.  I’ve 
heard from a little birdie that he was even here on a recent Saturday when the 
weather was nice, raking up the prickly balls in the parking lot. 

  

 “Our Church Mouse” ~ Nancy Fair, who comes in early every Tuesday morning to clean & organize the 
church pews in both the Sanctuary & McBrier Chapel.   

 

 “Our Lunch Crew” ~ Esther Tregler, David Briggs & Linda Holmes; these three volunteers are here week-
ly on their designated day to greet people & answer phone calls while Anne has her lunch hour.  

 

 “Our Flower Girl” ~ Mary Concoby, every wonder who organizes the beautiful flowers you see almost 
every Sunday during worship? It’s Mary!!! She contacts & keeps track of who donates, when, where from 
& why. 

 

     There are many others who contribute generously of their time & talents in support of the church;  
we are grateful to all of them as well. 

We Could Not Thank You Enough…. 

Don’t forget to SPRING forward &  
set all of your clocks AHEAD one hour  

on Sunday, March 12th 

mailto:Anne.Sauer@firstcovenanterie.org
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     All Teenagers in 6th-12th grade are invited to par-
take in a week-long Mission Immersion Project at 
Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church in Lexington, 
Kentucky, July 22-28.   
 

     During the week, we will work as a team in sev-
eral different mission programs throughout down-
town Lexington to see how God is at work in anoth-
er city.  Possible work sites include a homeless 
shelter, kids’ café, farm, and working with individu-
als with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
 

     The cost is $250/
person with a $50 
non-refundable de-
posit due by March 
29th. An information-
al gathering will take 
place on March 12, 
from 9:30 AM-10:30 
AM in the Library. Please contact Britney Knight at 
814.456.4243 ex. 112 for more information.  

     It is finally happening—the Sr. High Lounge is 
getting a whole new look! Thanks to the vision of 
the teenagers, the skills of John Scepura, John 
Ream, and Dale Sweet, and the support of the Prop-
erty Committee, the Third Floor Sr. High Lounge 
will have new floor, new ceiling tiles, and new paint 
within the next month.  
 

     Teenagers and any adult willing 
to help out: Please keep an eye out 
for a Painting Day (or two) in 
March!  We are going to have a whole 
new space to grow into!  
      

     Oh, the possibilities…I wonder 
what God could be up to? 
 

    ~Britney  

Youth Mission Trip 2017  
Lexington, Kentucky 

Renovations in the Sr. High Lounge  

     On Sunday, March 26th during Faith Formation, 
every child in Kindergarten-5th Grade will receive 
Easter Unscrambled. This devotional contains 21 
days of devotionals, Bible discoveries, writing activ-
ities, and discussion for parents, grandparents, and 
children.  The children will be encouraged to bring 
their books with them on April 2nd and 9th as we ex-
plore the Easter story together for three weeks.   
 

     Easter Unscrambled contains Table Talk for  
parents to encourage talk 
about Jesus around the  
table with extra historical in-
formation to help parents and 
grandparents explain different 
events like Passover.   
 

     If you would like more information, please con-
tact Britney Knight at 814.456.4243 or  
Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  

Lent Devotionals for Kids  

March 4 ~ Tinseltown 3:15 p.m.  
(Optional) Parent/Teen  
Viewing of “The Shack”  

Tickets $3.00/each 
See Britney for tickets! 

 

March 11 ~ Church 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
 

March 18 ~ Church 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
 

March 25 ~ Church 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
 

Come check it out! 

Youth Group in March  

     FPCC & Covenant Preschool are teaming up to 
offer 2 days of classes for training & recertification 
in CPR/First Aid, March 25th & a date in May yet to 
be determined. Watch the Sunday bulletins & Face-
book for the May date!  
 

     The certification costs $75.00, 
but we are offering it for $20.00.  
This is open to all—adults & teen-
agers.  The times will be an-
nounced soon.  If the cost is an 
issue for anyone, please talk to Britney Knight.   

CPR/First Aid Training   
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     This Special Offering will be collected on Easter Sunday April, 16, 2017.  Through this 
longstanding, ecumenical effort, Presbyterians share God’s love by supporting ministries 
that provide relief to those affected by natural disasters, food for the hungry & support 
the self-development of poor & oppressed communities. 

 
 Restoring Hope ~ 32% of the offering goes to working alongside communities 
   as they recover & find hope after disruption from natural or human-caused 
   disasters. 

 
 Reducing Hunger ~ 36% is for initiatives that offer food to the hungry & alleviate root causes 

      of poverty so that all may be fed. 
 

 Partnering in Development ~ 32% is providing resources & education to economically poor, 
           oppressed & disadvantaged communities working to alleviate  
           poverty & injustice through projects they own & directly benefit 

                  from. 

One Great Hour of Sharing  

Sunday Supper   

     Sunday Supper meals in February were graciously provided by Wayside Presbyterian 
Confirmation Class, Lakewood United Methodist Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church 
and First United Methodist Church.  Looking forward to March, meals will be provided 
by St. Paul’s Cathedral, OPEN, a group from Gannon University, Wayside Presbyterian 
Church, and Edinboro Presbyterian Church.  We are grateful to First United Methodist 
Church for opening their building to us for Sunday Supper when Our Neighbor’s Place 
is at FPCC and to St. Paul’s Cathedral for doing the same when Koinonia is using Knox 
Hall.  We have been so blessed by all the congregations who partner in ministry with us for Sunday Supper 
and we are booked until summer. 
 

     We always need about 5 volunteers from FPCC to help make Sunday Supper run smoothly.  A sign-up 
sheet is on an easel in the parlor for your convenience.  If you have helped with Sunday Supper in the past, 
why not invite someone new to sign up with you for a Sunday.  Please help by consulting your calendar and 
signing up for a Sunday or two.  Knowing that FPCC people are coming on any given Sunday will greatly re-
lieve stress and help with planning. 

 Joy and peace,  
~ Pat 

What an Honor!!! 
     We have just been informed that Pat Tracy has been chosen by Mercy Center for Women 
as one of their 2017 Women Making History!  Pat's nomination and selection is the result 
of acknowledgement of her serving as a positive role model for women and her using her 
talents to help others while working toward their goals.  FPCC knows of Pat's work with the 
choir and bells, ONP, Sunday Suppers and Gliding Stars.  In these capacities, Pat gives life 
to FPCC's Mission.  She is also involved in other community work.  
 

     The event honoring the 12 women will take place on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 at 7 pm at 
the Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center on the main campus of Mercyhurst University. 
This event is free and open to the public.  Please plan to attend if you are able. 

 

All of us at FPCC congratulate Pat on a well deserved honor  
knowing that her response will be "To God give the glory!" 

 

Congratulations, Pat Tracy, one of the identified 2017 Women Making History! 



PAGE 10 

VOLUME 32 NO. 5 

 

 

VOLUME 34, NO. 3 

PAGE 10 

Covenant Preschool 
     Covenant Preschool is already getting ready for the 2017-18 school year.  We had our yearly Open House 
and had many past, present and “new” visitors come see what our preschool has to offer for their children. 
 

     Covenant Preschool is the oldest existing, continuously operating preschool in Erie County.  We are 
proud of our sixty-seven year history, and we know it proves that we are doing something right!  We would 
love for you to become a part of our “Covenant Preschool Family.”  Church member and teacher, Jan Lover-
check is a graduate of Covenant Preschool, along with our 2 year old teacher, Jenn List; indicating the 
strong family tradition we work to preserve.  If you are interested in a tour, call the preschool to set up an 
appointment.  
 

     Once again, this year the preschool children participated in the Muscular Dystrophy Association Hop-a-
Thon.  This national group sponsors research to defeat neuromuscular disease and purchases equipment 
(wheelchair & braces) for those whose legs no longer support them.  In the past 23 years, 
Covenant Preschool has raised $30,811.00 for this worthy cause.  This year, the children 
raised $486.00.  

~ Lisa Hiegel, Preschool Director 
456-4243 x 102 

Small groups from two schools will spend nights at the church during March.   
 

     A Civic Engagement class from Allegheny College will visit Gary Horton and 
Catholic Charities Refugee Assistance during an overnighter Friday, March 3-4.   
 

     A Spring Break Service trip will have another group from the 
University of Vermont spending a night on the way to and from Cincinnati on March 11 & 
18.  Both groups were referred to First Covenant by others from Erie who are familiar with 
the church’s outreach.   
 

                           The word is out: FPCC cares about & serves with its neighbors. 

Allegheny College & University of Vermont Students to Visit 

     Come check out an amazing adaptive ice skating show, starring young & old from across Erie at the Mer-
cyhurst Ice Arena on Saturday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

     Gliding Stars provides children & adults who are physically, mentally or emotionally challenged the op-
portunity to reach their fullest potential through the development of ice skating skills & performing in an 
annual skating extravaganza. This public event provides the space for persons with challenges to be 
acknowledged for their accomplishments.  The show reminds all of the triumphs of the skaters, overcoming 
enormous obstacles, working hard - never quitting & inspiring the audience with their courage & determina-
tion.  The skaters need your smiles, words of encouragement & shouts of joy. 
 

     The band Tennessee Backporch will provide live show music. Local & nationally known skaters will be 
featured (along with the antics of the Mercyhurst Men’s Hockey Team).  First Covenant’s own Kristi Althof, 
Makayla Savko, Kayla Olson, Dr. Jon Katz, Pat Tracy, Andrew Spriegel,  
& Oliver Umpleby (grandson of Dave & Sandy Herman) are all skaters! 
 

     Gliding Stars director Linda Althof says, “Thanks in advance to my 
church family for coming out & supporting all of these amazing ‘STARS’.  
Your applause & recognition means more than you will ever know.”  
 

Tickets are available in advance at the church office for $5 or at the door 
the day of the event for $15.   
 

Arrive at the arena early…parking & seating is limited.   
And plan to join the FPCC cheering section! 

Get Your Tickets for “Gliding Stars”! 
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(article adapted from the January 18 edition of “The Erie Reader) 
 

     “Are Those People All From Erie?” This was the most pop-
ular question when a new photography exhibit transformed 
the “Welcome Center” to gallery space last month.  The an-
swer? “Yes.”  The show features 21 of Erie’s newest residents 
and the story of why and how they came to Erie. 
 

     Erie’s population of new Americans is growing. As you 
drive down Parade Street, enter a hospital, or visit a school, 
you will witness many cultures. From the Halal Meat Market  
at 26th & Parade to the Islamic Mosque at 25th and Holland,  
this city’s diversity is on the rise & truly worth appreciating. 
 

     Erie is home to thousands of new Americans who operate 
businesses and contribute to the local economy on a regular 
basis. Newer arrivals hold jobs in the manufacturing field, 
some attend universities, and others pursue careers in fields 
such as healthcare and education. 
 

     As the refugee population around the world reaches unprecedented levels, Erie continues to receive new-
comers from the Congo, Somalia, Syria, and other war-torn countries, in a way recouping its diminished 
population. 
 

     It’s a lengthy process to be resettled in a city. Many of these individuals and their families were forced to 
leave their homeland due to war and persecution.  Many have lived in multiple countries and refugee camps 
prior to making the snowy, Rust Belt city of Erie their new home.  Here they are introduced to American cul-
ture; and taught how to drive, take the bus, and apply for a job. 
 

     By special arrangement with Erie Reader, you can learn the stories behind some of Erie’s new neighbors.  
You may even know one or more!  Photojournalist Maitham Basha-Agha, himself once a refugee from Iraq 
and now an American citizen, presents some insightful photos and stories in “Rust Belt New Americans”.  
Take some time to peruse the photos and stories before the exhibit at the church ends March 26.  
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Rust Belt New Americans:  A Showcase of Erie’s Refugee Population 

The Pikes are Coming! 

     As of printing of the 
March Chimes, the broth-
ers of Gannon’s Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity are 
scheduled to visit us for 
worship on March 19th.   
 

     They will share what 
“StudySpace” has meant 
to them over the past few 

years and FPCC will thank them for their assistance 
with setting up and tearing down “StudySpace” as 
well as providing shift hosts and refreshments.   
 

     The Pikes are our neighbors and they love FPCC 
because you opened the church doors to them, 
cared for them, and valued their participation. 

Picture of the Month ... 

     Pianist Nataliya Fedorchenko & her friend / 
"agent" Bonnie Ginader at Covenant Connections 
mini concert in February.  Keep Nataliya in your 
prayers as she returns to Ukraine on March 4th. 
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Recommended Book of the Month 
         

Who Owns the Ice House?  
Eight Life Lessons from an Unlikely Entrepreneur  

By Clifton Taulbert & Gary Schoeniger 

 
     Have you seen the commercials? “Erie, our time is now!  
We need to develop an entrepreneurial mindset in every facet of the community.”  They 
seem to run a lot during the morning news shows. 
 

     My reaction was, “Hey, everyone can’t be a small business owner!  Enough. Not my 
thing.”  And I ignored the commercials. Until I attended an Erie Together event in 2016 
where I learned the back story to this commercial. 

 

     I came to realize “the time IS now” for Erie-ites to be possibility thinkers. “The time is now” for leaders 
from every sphere of our community to think outside the box, and take risks to make positive changes for 
the future.  Entrepreneurs in education, churches, civic leadership, the arts, public spaces, medicine, manu-
facturing, infrastructure and business need to be developed. 
 

     And this thinking applies to relationships, to families, to personal interactions as well.  We need to be 
entrepreneurs!  Same old, same old really isn’t good enough.  It holds us back.  It keeps us stuck in ruts.  
We miss what God might have in store for the safety and security of the familiar. 
 

     The book contrasts a true story set In the late 1950s, in a poor cotton community in Mississippi with 
timeless, universal principles that can help us be entrepreneurial in every area of life. Taulbert’s Uncle 
Cleve overcomes opportunities limited by social and legal constraints beyond his control and develops a 
black-owned business when this was nearly impossible. 
 

     Who Owns The Ice House? reaches into the past to remind us of the timeless and universal 
principles that can empower anyone to succeed.  It has helped me look at life through a very 
different lens.  The time is now for Erie, for FPCC, for you, for me.  I dare you to pick up a 
copy in the library and see if it doesn’t change your outlook!  

       ~ Seph Kumer      

 “Back to the Grind” March 6 & 7 

     The Campus Ministry team & volunteers will greet those passing by the church 
& through the church parking lot on the mornings following Gannon’s spring 
break with coffee, hot chocolate & Jackie Jones sticky rolls.  Monday & Tuesday, 
March 6 & 7, you are invited to assist from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. (or any hour 
you can spare!). 
 

     This “inside-out church” initiative is in its third season & has helped to further  
develop relationships between the church & students, Erie County Courthouse em-
ployees, downtown workers, Covenant Preschool families & neighbors.  In Febru-

ary the team had the privilege of praying with two neighbors in crisis. 
 

     Marlene Metzler, Melany Kramer, Marlene Spires, and Patrick Headley discov-
ered the blessing that comes from extending hospitality to “strangers” last 
month. Will you consider joining the ministry in March?  Please contact Kyle 
Schumacher at 330-631-7948 if you would like to help. 
 

(Left photo ~ Campus Minister Kyle Schumacher greeting a “rush” of students) 
 

(Top photo ~ Seph Kumer & Melany Kramer with neighbors on a rainy February 

morning) 
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A Seriously Syrian Celebration! 

Gannon Invites YOU to International Night on March 18th 

Congratulations Kelli! 
     On a Saturday night last month about 100 new 
Syrian refugee neighbors & 25 from Gannon facul-
ty/students & gathered in Knox Hall for a “Welcome 
to Erie” celebration.  It was a raging fun success.  
Collaboration at its finest.  There was a delicious 
dinner, children’s activities & the event ended with 
singing & dancing. 
 

     One student from Saudi Arabia commented after 
cleaning up, “This was really such a good thing. I 
am so glad I could be part of helping. The stories 
from the Syrians are hard to hear. Houses de-
stroyed. Children killed. The Syrian guys were ask-
ing me, ‘What is Joseph’s motivation for this event? 
Why is church doing this? People from Middle East 
in Erie have not done such a nice thing for us as 
this.’ ”  The depth & breadth & impact of this night 
was such a God thing.  And who knows how far the 
ripple will spread? 
 

     Phyllis Tarno &  
Karola Ranft helped 
cook a delicious Mid-
dle Eastern dessert.  
Patrick & Kristin Head-
ley kept the children 
busy with frosting & 
decorating heart cook-
ies.  Kyle Schumacher 
& Lijo George Philip helped set up the room for the 
event.   Donations of beverages & food came from 
our congregation.  Thank you to all who helped wel-
come some wary, timid, anxious new members of 
our community! 

     Head down over to “the Hammermill” at Gannon & travel to more than 20 
countries!  Enjoy tastes from each destination & a plethora of cultural enter-
tainment.  Gannon international students & staff have been presenting this 
event annually for years & with the growth in international students came  
expansion of this celebration of cultures. 
 

     You need to purchase tickets in advance at www.gannontickets.com.   
Tickets for the Saturday, March 18, 6:00 p.m. event are $14 per person (free 
for children 5 & under, $9 for children 6 & older) & support the activities of 
First Covenant’s international friends & staff at the International Student  
Office.  Get your tickets right away since this event SELLS OUT every year! 
 

     One way to deepen our church’s relationships with students & the univer-
sity is to accept invitations like these.  Many students visit us & check us out.  
International Night is one way for us to visit on “their turf”.  Many of our 
friends will be cooking & serving delicious foods.  You will recognize others 
on stage.  Questions?  Contact Seph at 814.456.4243 in the church office. 

     Forty-two Young Physicians 
Among the Best Earn Physician 
“40 Under 40 Recognition”. When 
it comes to the practice of medi-
cine & caring for patients, 42 
physicians under the age of 40 
won’t allow their youth to be a 
hurdle in what they can accom-
plish. 
 

     Those selected were chosen 
by a committee of physicians after being nominat-
ed for outstanding contributions to the practice of 
medicine & the delivery of patient care, despite be-
ing early in their medical careers. 
 

     According to Scott Shapiro, MD, president of 
PAMED, “These 42 physicians under 40 are trail-
blazers who are redefining the way we see health 
care.  In a state like Pennsylvania, the young talent 
we have throughout the health care spectrum is 
outstanding, but these 40 individuals are going to 
be the ones to watch in upcoming years.” 
 

Kelli Wienecke, DO, Erie—Dr. Wienecke is a family 
medicine specialist with Saint Vincent Hospital & 
the Millcreek Family Practice, who serves as treas-
urer of the Erie County Medical Society. She is very 

active in educating the public on 
various public health issues 
through health fairs & the media 
including print, social & television. 
She is a regular with “Docs on Call” 
hosted by WJET TV. 
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