
From the FPCC Staff to You … 
Wishes for a Blessed & Happy New Year !!! 

 
Thank you all for your support of the budget of FPCC,  

a portion of which provides our salaries & benefits  
as employees.  

We are grateful for the opportunity & privilege of working 
here & serving God in the name of Jesus Christ  

through the power of the Holy Spirit in this place  
as we begin the new year.  

 

Sunday, Jan. 1st ~ 11:00 am 

~ Second Sunday of Christmas ~ 

Matthew 2.1-23 

 “The Consequences Of Truth” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Jan. 8th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Baptism of the Lord ~ 

Matthew 3.1-17 

“God With US” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Jan. 15th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
~Second Sunday in Ordinary Time~ 

Genesis 19.15-25 

“Preservation Reservations” 

Britney Knight,  

Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
 

Sunday, Jan. 22nd ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ 

Matthew 4.12-25 

“Jesus Is Called…Jesus Calls” 

Rev. Timm High 

 
Sunday, Jan. 29th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ 

Matthew 5.1-12 

“Blessed Are…” 

Rev. Timm High 
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The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

Faith Formation 

for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  

Resumes 1/8/17  
 

* Childcare available 
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Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,  

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her  

to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him  

in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  

She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”  

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”  
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,  

but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 

Matthew 1.18-25 

To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant,  
greetings; 
 

     Matthew’s birth narrative has not been the favorite of the Church through the 
years, the story from Luke having gained the most favor because of its angels and 
shepherds, not to mention the parallel nature of the birth narratives of John the 

Baptist and Jesus, whose mothers are first cousins. But if all we had was the Gospel of Matthew, this is what 
we would have. 
 

     It is not only its brevity—what it does not include of what we’re familiar from Luke, that the story is dif-
ferent—it contains other nuances. Significantly, Matthew understands that Joseph and Mary live in Bethle-
hem (see the first verse of chapter 2), and so there is no trip while Mary is pregnant from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem. The family will relocate in Nazareth for security reasons by the end of chapter 2. There is no ‘no room 
in the inn’, no stable, no star, no imagining of animals being present. 
 

     In Matthew the conversation initiated by God through the angel is with Joseph. It is Joseph who is to be 
responsible for taking Mary as his wife despite his ability to dismiss her given the unplanned pregnancy  
occurring before their marriage has been formalized. The “angel of the Lord is the only speaker in the text.  
Joseph is silent and yet obedient. Joseph is relieved of one of the opportunities that are normally his, the 
child already has a name: “Jesus” meaning he will save. 
 

     Matthew reveals this promise from the angel of the Lord reminds all who hear of a previous, similar, 
promise of the Lord. In the midst of uncertainty there is hope: Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is 
with us.” It was a hymn we sung in Advent: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel…”. The 
promise has been fulfilled, Matthew declares to you and to me, to all who will listen: 
Emmanuel, God with us, is with us! This, says Matthew, is what we have! Thanks be to 
God amidst this new year of 2017! 
 

     Thank you for the privilege of being your temporary supply pastor.  May this find 
you doing the best you can in all that you do with all you have, given God’s help, 
amidst the challenges and comforts that come your way. 
 

       Be Well ~ Timm 

Reflecting on Faith, Hope & Love 
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Those who gave of their 
time to put on the  

Sunday Suppers offered 
on Christmas Day &  

New Year’s Day!  

 
The members of the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee who contin-
ue to meet weekly, dis-

cerning God’s leading in 
the name of Jesus 

through the power of 
the Holy Spirit to identi-

fy our next pastor. 

 
Paul Diefenbach, Deb 

Loney, Rebecca 
Stocyznski, Atch 

Holmes, and Scott 
Sesler for their discern-
ment work regarding 

the Living Waters Tiffa-
ny Window, helping 

work with the Spirit as 
were guided through 

the process of decisions 
leading up to the  

auction of this treasure 
on December 14th. 

 
Those who have made a 
commitment to finan-
cially support the mis-
sion and ministry of 

God in the name of Je-
sus through the power 

of the Holy Spirit within 
FPCC during 2017. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Office Closed 
The office will be closed 
on the following days in 

January... 
New Year’s ~ Jan. 2nd  

MLK Jr. Day ~ Jan. 16th  
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*Please pray regularly  
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 January 5, 2017 ~ 
 

 

 

 
Prayer Concerns  

Please pray for God’s 
healing presence  

for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes:  

Robert Chambers,  
Catherine Amond,  
Velma Gunselman, 
Audrey Krivonak & 

John Lindner.                

 
 
 

In Loving Memory  
In loving memory of 

those who have joined 
the church triumphant:  

~ Suzanne Britton ~ 
December 18, 2016  

 
 
 

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  
regularly for the  

mission & ministry of 
First Presbyterian 

Church  
of the Covenant. 

      
 

 

 

     THANK YOU:  It is with a grateful heart that the 
Deacons thank you for your overwhelming generos-
ity of donations for this year's Christmas baskets. 
The Christmas baskets were distributed on the 
morning of Saturday, December 10 & the recipients 
were very appreciative and thankful.   

Adult Faith Formation 
 

     Timm’s class on Sunday morn-
ings will be reading through  
Matthew. The group that meets on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Parlor will also engage in 
reading & reflecting on Matthew. 

Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church  

of the Covenant is: 
 

“To awaken all people  
to our need for a  

life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord  

Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip  

each one to become  
His fully-devoted follower.” 

Worship in January  
     Worship in January finds us 
worshiping God in the name of 
Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit on Sunday mornings 
at 8.30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. with 

an hour of spiritual formation opportunities in be-
tween every Sunday except January 1st when we 
worship at 11 a.m. with no Spiritual Formation 
Hour. We continue the Season of Christmas, and 
will enter into Ordinary Time. We will be celebrat-
ing the sacrament of communion on January 8th.    

The Deacons say... 
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THE COVENANT CHIMES 

If you notice an incorrect or missing birthday  
or one that is listed that should no longer be there,  

please help us by calling the church office  
at 456-4243 so that we can update our records.   

Thank you! 

We had a successful 2016  
with the deacon's sponsored blood mobile.   

 

     Blood donations for January were 14 units, March 
had 20, May - 16, July - 22 units, September - 14 & 
November had 16 units for a total of 102 donations 
for 2016. There were 40 different people who gave 
during the year. 15 people gave  
1 time, 7 people gave 2 times,  
6 people gave 3 times, 5 people 
gave 4 times, 7 people gave 5 
times.  Whether you gave 1 time 
or 5 times, you are valuable to saving lives.   
 

     Please mark your calendars for 2017 as follows: 
Jan. 14, March 18, May 20, July 15, Sept. 16 & Nov. 
18.  You are always welcome to go into the Commu-
nity Blood Bank located at 2646 Peach Street & do-
nate blood on behalf of Church of the Covenant. 

2017 Calendar 

     As the office is getting ready for the new year, 
please keep Anne informed when planning or 

changing a meeting date, time or location.  It is 
helpful for scheduling other church functions,  

outside meetings & night host.  Thank you! 

Jan. 1   Raymond Fritts 
             Linda L. Liken 
  Scott Wright 
 

Jan. 2  Linda Majewski 
             Douglas Patton 
             Alyson Jaworski 
 

Jan. 3    M. Ashley                    
    Demyanovich 
 

Jan. 4    Melissa Mauro 
 

Jan. 5    Mary Newlin 
 

Jan. 6    Martha Painter 
 

Jan. 7    Lauren  
     Schweiger 
 

Jan. 11  Merle (Buzz)  
     Tarno 
              Derek  
     Golembeski 
 

Jan. 12   Deborah  
      Mussina 
 

Jan. 13   Sharon Olsen 
 Sarah Misko 
 

Jan. 14   Janet Keep 
 Cynthia  
      Stockhoff 
 Elijah Hart 
 

Jan. 15   Matthew Bauer 
 Charles  
      Zebroski 
 

Jan. 16 Beatrice Waibel 
 Ralph Suscheck 
 

Jan. 17 Bonnie Ginader 
 Allen Sheasley 
 

Jan. 18 Chicaga Bauer 
 Mary Nelson 
 Rachel Holmes 
 

Jan. 19 Catherine   
      Amond 
 Kayla Olson 
 Kathleen  
      Dandoy 
 

Jan. 21 Diana Robinson 
 Mildred Swift 
 

Jan. 22 Caitlin Koebe 
 

Jan. 23 Sarah Bajorek 
 Laura Taylor 
 

Jan. 24 Susanne Lefever 
 Susan Thomas 
 Christopher   
      Fritts 
 

Jan. 26 Wayne  
      Lovercheck 
 Karen Wien 
 

Jan. 27 Lewis Sheasley 
 

Jan. 28 Kris Campbell 
 Richard Holmes 
 William Holter 
 

Jan. 30 Patricia Dietly 
 Ian Headley 
 

Jan. 31 Elizabeth    
      McLaren 
 Bob Chambers 
 Michael Loney 

Birthdays in 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant calls for the Annual Meeting of the Con-
gregation, Part I to be held on Sunday, January 22, 
2017.  According to the revised By-Laws of the 
Congregation and Corporation Article VI, Section 1, 
the stated purpose of the meeting is “…electing the 
Nominating Committee, informing the congrega-
tion of the budget, approving pastoral terms of call 
and filling vacancies on the Session and Board of 
Deacons.” 
 

This meeting will also include a special meeting of 
the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant.  The stated purpose of this special 
meeting of the corporation to hear a report and act 
upon a motion to access funds from the principal 
of the Endowment Fund for the purpose of meeting 
operating expenses and balancing the 2017 General 
Fund Budget.  
 

These meetings will be held in the Sanctuary  
immediately following  

the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
 

Rev. Timm High  W.D. Holmes 
       Moderator   Clerk of Session  

Call for the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation, Part I and  

a Special Meeting of the Corporation 

2016 Review & 2017 Schedule 
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   Clerk’s Corner ~ November & December  2016 
At a special session meeting on Sunday, November 20:   
 Session approved the baptism of Pearl Cora Han Jue Murphy-Allen.  Pearl is the daughter of Holly  
      Murphy & Matthew Allen. 
 

At the stated session meeting of Monday, November 21 session: 
 Approved a request from the Covenant preschool for additional classroom space.  Beginning in January 

2017 the Witherspoon Room on the second floor will be turned into a classroom for the Covenant pre-
school for the remainder of the 2016-2017 school year and for the 2017-2018 school year.  The Sunday 
morning adult class that has been meeting in the Witherspoon Room will be moved to a third floor 
classroom. 

 

 Approved the revised Employee Personnel Manual for First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant as  
      presented by the Personnel Committee. 
 

 Amended the terms of our covenant with Rev. High to provide him with an additional four months of 
compensation following the termination of his service at First Covenant and the beginning of service for 
our new installed pastor. 

 

 Heard a report that the sale of the 711-713 Myrtle Street property had closed for $69,000.00.  Previous 
session action had established that net proceeds from the sale are to be used to support initiatives 
aligned with the four areas identified in the “Our Future Direction” section of our Mission Study.  Those 
areas are: Neighborhood Relevance, Plans for Better Usage of our Building, Connect with Youth, and 
Continue a Focus on Hospitality.  

 

 Approved a recommendation from the Music and Worship Committee that there will be a 
chancel display of poinsettias this advent along with a listing of the names of those being 
memorialized or honored being printed as a bulletin insert, but that the financial gifts  

      received from members will be directed to and benefit the Laundry Love Fund for  
      Our Neighbor’s Place. 

 

The stated December session meeting began as the annual combined meeting of the 
session, trustees and deacons.   
 The three boards spent time in discernment around I Kings 17-1-24, the story of Elijah prophesying 

against Ahab and eventually being sent to the widow Zarephath, and then Matthew 11:1-6, in which the 
disciples of John the Baptist were sent to inquire of Jesus if he was the one to come or should they wait 
for another. The key question was, “How is this like First Covenant in 2016?” 

 

 The trustees offered a power point review of their 2016 accomplishments: special funds, parking and 
meeting space revenue, and sale of property; an analysis of the current state of the Endowment Fund 
with several possible scenarios going forward; pledge and revenue trend for the last five years; and  

      several suggestions regarding the net proceeds from the auction of the Tiffany window 
 

After a brief recess, the session meeting continued with 
 additional discernment time focused on Matthew 25:14-30, the parable of the talents, and implications 

for First Covenant in 2016 and beyond. 
 

 Approved the proposed 2017 budget showing total revenue of $650,434.12, total expenses of 
$812,883.00, and a deficit of $162,448.88.  As presented, this budget did not include any withdrawals 
from the principle of the Endowment Fund. 

 

 Approved the dissolution of our contract with Rev. Stephen Morse as Parish Assistant effective January 
1, 2017. 

 

 Approved the removal of several members from the rolls at their own request. 
 
 

 Approved an amendment to the contract with the Schantz Organ Company for the repair of the Vicary 
Organ increasing the “not to exceed” amount by $7,135.00 for a new maximum contract amount of 
$19,385.00.  This action corrects an omission in the original contract. 

 

       ~ W.D. Holmes 
       Clerk of Session 
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Prepositions (and conjunctions) Matter 

     When Britney Knight asked me if I were willing to start a small group to focus on some of 
the urban ministry lessons identified by Focused Community Strategies in Atlanta I tentative-
ly said yes, I can do that.  The adventure that Seph Kumer, Pat Tracy and I embarked on left 
me much to ponder, mostly how does their experiences relate to us individually and collec-
tively. How is God calling us (individually and collectively) to live meaningfully with our near 
and far neighbors.. 
 

     One message that kept resonating with me involved sentence structure, the use of a simple preposition 
can totally change the focus and intended meaning of the sentence.  Consider:  I can do this for you.  I can 
do this to you.  I can do this with you. So it is with helping others...and setting up small groups. 
 

     I won't pretend to have any answers to the complex issues of poverty and positive change but I know 
doing nothing is not a option.  Please join me for an informal gathering at the Plymouth Tavern Saturday 
January 14, 11 am, as we explore some ideas for  doing "something" more.  possible small group studies 
could include "Toxic Charity" by Robert Lupton, "When Helping Hurts" by Steve Corbett, 'Neighborhood 
Mapping" by John Fuder, "I Will:  Nine Habits of the Outwardly Focused Christian" by Thom Rainer.  Bring 
your ideas on where you see the spirit leading us...I would much rather plan this with you than for you or 
to you. 
 

     Plans are to meet for 60 to 90 minutes, come for all or part of the time. Sandwiches, snacks and beverag-
es will be provided.  Childcare can be arranged.  Reservations are helpful to allow me to plan food and 
space.  Can't make the gathering?  Leave me Lorie Fritts, (823-4838, fritts05@gmail) or Britney Knight (456-
4243) a message with your thoughts and we will incorporate them into our plans. Prayfully consider joining 
us as we mull over Spirit-led next steps for First Covenant. 
 

         ~ Lorie Fritts 

     Starting January 8th, JoAllie Paluchack will be our new 
Nursery Attendant.  She is a student at Edinboro University & 
a member of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant. 

Please give her a warm welcome!  Also, we would like to thank Morgan Wood for her love & care this past 
years as the Nursery Attendant. We wish Morgan the best upon her graduation from Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania! Congratulations, Morgan! 

Nursery News 

Things to know ~ 
 

 The Faith Formation hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. for Children, Youth & 
Adults.  Grab a coffee or juice in the Parlor on your way to study classes! 

 

 Middle & Senior High School Faith Formation Class with Nancy Irwin, Third Floor Sr. High Lounge 
 

 Grade 2- Grade 5 Faith Formation with Linda Majewski, Third Floor Jr. High Lounge 
 

 Age 4-Grade 1 Music with Monty Service, Third Floor Reed Chapel 
 

 Adult Faith Formation 
        ~ Timm High leads a Bible Study related to the readings and reflecting on Matthew. 
 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
        ~ Bill Holmes leads a Bible Study on the Lessons from Joshua, 3rd floor room #313. 
        ~ Bill Sesler leads a video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor #116  
 

 There is childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during both services & Faith Formation hour. 
 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to Reed Chapel 
on the 3rd floor with Seph Kumer. (Children's worship provides age appropriate worship & learning for 
children age 4—grade 5.) 
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Thank you! “Our Neighbor’s Place 2017”  

These are the remaining dates  
for the overflow warming shelter  

in Knox Hall: 
 

 January 4-18 (Methodists) 
Feb 15 – March 1 (FPCC) 

March 15 – March 29 (Methodists) 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 
 

     Approximately one month ago the PNC was making plans to bring four pasto-
ral candidates to Erie for face -to-face conversations and neutral pulpit preaching 
experiences.  The first candidate took himself out of consideration for any reloca-
tion just as he was scheduled to come to Erie.  We had good conversation with the 
second candidate, but have mutually agreed that we will not be extending a call to 
him.  We had another good experience with the third candidate and that conver-
sation continues as both the PNC and the candidate also follow through with con-

sideration of other options.  There have been communication difficulties with the fourth candidate and he 
has not yet come to Erie.  Meanwhile, the PNC continues to evaluate the Personal Information Forms of addi-
tional candidates and hopes to arrange skype interviews with several. The PNC continues to ask for your 
prayers for both our discernment and the discernment of pastors as we seek the will of the Holy Spirit in 
this process. 

The FPCC Mission Committee  
encompasses both Local & Global areas 

as we “reach beyond our walls & ourselves  
to impact the community & the world for Christ  

through ministries of compassion, justice & evangelism.” 

GLOVES FOR GRIDLEY 
 

     Each January, the Mission Committee sponsors 
“Gloves for Gridley”. This year we are asking that 
along with gloves and mittens, you add new or 
gently used jackets and other small warm pieces of 
clothing.  
 

     Please leave your donations in the bin inside the 
7th Street entrance. We will be collecting until Sun-
day, January 29th.  
 

     By the way, if you see Karola Ranft, thank her 
for coordinating our donations to Emerson-Gridley 
school. It is a big job. 

Thank you for participating in  
the Christmas Joy offering during Advent.   

 

 As of January 1st, $442.50 was gathered to help 
support PC-USA clergy with minimal pensions, re-
tiring from small congregations & for developing  

future racial/ethnic church leaders. 

Spotlight on Missions 

     Looking for something to do 
with those old toys? Consider  
donating your child’s toys as they 
outgrow them.  The nursery would 
be happy to take your child’s gently 
used toys appropriate for children 
up to age 4.  Contact Britney by 
email Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org or call 
814.456.4243 x112 to donate! 

Nursery Toys 

 

  "Wrapping station for the Toy Shop at Sunday 
Suppers on December 18.  Thank you for your toy 
donations during the Christmas pageant!" 



PAGE 8 

VOLUME 32 NO. 5 

 

 

Youth & Family Ministries 

A Heartfelt Thank You! 

VOLUME 34, NO. 1 

PAGE 8 

     Welcome to the New Year!  This month the preschool will be back in session on January 

3rd & excited to learn about Martin Luther King, winter fun, animal hibernations & so much 

more.  Thank you to everyone that participated in our Barnes & Noble Preschool Night in 

December.  It was a great success & the children sang beautifully & were awesome listeners 

while Mrs. Lovercheck read them a story. 
 

     At the end of January, the preschool will be celebrating our Teddy Bears for a week.  During this time, 

the preschool classes have pajama day, teddy bear picnic & the school ends the week participating in the 

MDA Hop a thon.  This will be the preschool’s 23rd year involved in the MDA Hop a thon & we are very 

proud & excited to be a part of the organization’s annual event. 
 

     Save the dates: May 7th is our 5th annual Duathlon.  The Duathlon is for any child from 2 to 12 years old.  

The Duathlon is just like a Triathlon, minus swimming.  Children compete with others in their age group.  

They will need their bikes, a helmet & their sneakers.  We still have a few openings 

in our classes.  It is never too late to join preschool!  If you have any questions, need 

an application, or would like a tour of the preschool, you can call the Director,  

Lisa Hiegel at 456-4243. 

Covenant Preschool 

MOVIE NIGHT: Saturday, January 21st 
 

     All families & friends are invited to enjoy pop-
corn & a movie with us in Knox Hall! The movie is 
free! We will have pizza at 5:45 pm for those who 
want to arrive ahead of time & spend some time in 
fellowship. We are asking $5 per family for pizza.  
The movie will begin at 6:30 pm.  Look for the mov-
ie to be announced in the January 8th bulletin. 
 

Please RSVP to Britney Knight for this event  
(456-4243 ext. 112) 

Looking Ahead… 
 

Our Neighbor’s Place Service Opportunities ~ 
 

 Young Families with Children—Friday, Febru-
ary 17th at 6-8:30 PM. We ask that families bring 
$10 to cover the cost of dinner. 

 

 Youth—Saturday, February 25th at 5:00-9:00 
PM. There will be no Youth Small Group at 3:30 
PM on Saturday.  Pizza will be provided. Please 
bring $5 to help cover the cost of dinner. 

     We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to those who volunteered to set up and operate the toy 
store: Ron, Lauren, Colin and Haley Fabich; Kristi, Rachel, & Ethan Holmes; Geoff, Darcy, Sophia, & Jackson 
Ginader; Zachary Knight; Montgomery Service; Timm High; Rebecca Stoczynski; Lijo George Philip; 
Yashaswini Raviillu; Donna & Lauren Vokish; Tajita, Sinza, & Natasha;  Linda & Kristi Althof; Makayla Savko; 
Laura & Nathan Cooper; Julie Copen; David & Beverly Anne Doupe; Nancy, Paige, & Peyton Irwin; Seph Ku-
mer; Mary Lou Neithamer; Buzz & Phyllis Tarno; Diane Sutton; Sheila Sweet; Jennifer and Caitlin Koebe; Tra-
cy Merlino, Amy Williams, & Sandy Schultz from Belle Valley Elementary School; & the women and children 
from St. Luke’s. Because of your service and hospitality, we were able to help 38 families provide their chil-
dren with gifts for Christmas. That is 112 children! 
 

     Also, because of the generosity of our congregation & Covenant Preschool plus the leadership provided 
by our children in the Christmas Pageant, we collected 271 gifts, 94 Stocking Stuffers, 96 
Stuffed Animals, over 300 books, over 30 rolls of wrapping paper, and 86 hats, gloves & 
scarves!! We were also able to donate leftover items to the Salvation Army to help more 
families in our neighborhood. Thank you Montgomery Service, Geoff Ginader, Rebecca 
Stoczynski, and Pat Tracy for being guided by the Spirit and collaborating to plan this won-
derful mission. 
      ~ Britney Knight 
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First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is privileged to engage in neighborhood ministry!   

Whether it is sharing our space, people or financial resources,  

God is working in & through our connection to the community. 
 

~ “Winter in Erie Store” (WiES, as in dress “WiES-ly”) will open in January for 
new Gannon international students from warm-weather countries.  The store is set-up 
in the Campus Ministry office & is a project partnership with Gannon, facilitated by a 
Doctoral student, Sarah Heminger.  Outerwear & sweaters were collected from Gannon 
faculty & staff.  After students visit the store for a complimentary item or two, recent 
refugees, such as those now arriving to Erie from Syria, will be invited to “shop” via 
International Institute, Catholic Charities & Multicultural Resource Center .  If you 
would like to donate good, clean men’s, women’s or children’s outerwear, please do so by January 11. 

        

 ~ “Urban University” culinary arts classes will begin on Tuesday afternoon, 
January 17 in the Knox Hall kitchen for a dozen Wayne School students.  Students 
from the school where Diane Sutton is principal will gather on Tuesdays through 
March, from 2-6 p.m., for classes and dinner together with their teachers.  “Urban Uni-
versity” is Erie City Mission’s after school ministry engaging Wayne students with a 
variety of vocational opportunities. 
 

~ Join the “person-oriented” march for unity.  On Monday, January 16, meet at the new 
stage at Perry Square at 10:30 a.m. for coffee & Jackie Kemp Jones’ sticky buns, provided by 
FPCC & Jack for all marchers!  Then, walk together during the brief 11:00 a.m. march, past 
First Covenant to the MLK Center.  Buses will return marchers to Gannon for lunch & a brief 
program.  Contact Seph Kumer if you are interested in marching or helping with the sticky 
buns. Everyone is encouraged to participate. This is a small way to show that the biggest 
church which marchers pass every year supports Martin Luther King’s dream & unity in Erie. 
 

~ Mary Ann Zarnick, mother of Gannon International Student Office Assitant Director Barb Zarnick, has 
been to First Covenant for numerous Gannon student functions in recent years.  Since the space that  
L’Arche Erie uses for gatherings is being renovated, Mary Ann reached out to FPCC for possible host-site  
of the 2016 L’Arche Christmas party for 100.  And that is exactly what transpired on December 19 in Knox 
Hall.  What a joy to partner with L’Arche Erie in this way! 
 

     What is L’Arche?  “L’Arche Erie is a faith based community where people with and 
without intellectual disabilities share life together.”  It was established in the 1960s 
in France. 
 

     L’Arche Erie is part of an international federation of nearly 140 communities oper-
ating in 40 different countries.  The communities of L’Arche to do all they can to de-
fend the rights of people with an intellectual disability, to support the creation of 

places of welcome for them, and to call on our society to become more just and respectful towards them. 
 

     L’Arche Erie has seven homes and four family-living situations where its many members live, work, and 
share in daily life. These homes relate often to each other, through visits, sessions of prayer, and celebra-
tions. L’Arche Erie employs over 80 assistant members who support 31 core members, those adults with 
intellectual disabilities. The philosophy of L’Arche is to provide “family-based” growth and security to peo-
ple through mutual relationships.  
 

     L’Arche spirituality is founded on Gospel values and the love of God for the weakest and the poorest, 
opening hearts of compassion to others. It is a community of faith rooted in prayer and trust in God. Oppor-
tunities for prayer and worship are part of daily life in the home and as well as when all come together to 
share and celebrate as a community. 

News from the Neighborhood… 
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Books of the Month 
      

     About a month ago Jean Tauber, our dedicated librarian, came to 
me and asked if there were any books that we could buy for the library 
before the year ended.  I was reading one of my favorite publications, 
The Christian Century, when I flipped the page over to the article filled 
with selections of books picked by the Century staff. Every month the 

editors, writers, and directors pick books that challenge them, inspire them, and anger them but all the 
while open them up to new understandings of our faith – how God interacts with us and us with God. Each 
book joins the conversation of faith in a fresh way.   
 

     I thought we can do that here in this place.  Seph, Timm, and I are always reading and discussing books 
that get under our skin, so to speak.  These books guide us to new places or challenge us to change the 
systems around us.  Sometimes they break our hearts. Sometimes they help us to create. Sometimes, well, 
sometimes we read them, analyze them, appreciate them for what they are, and take what we need but 
leave the rest behind.  We read everything from novels, memoirs, historical accounts, etc. Everything can 
and should be placed in the context of our faith.  I mean, God uses refugees, questionable women and men, 
shipwrecks, war, slavery, catastrophic weather events, murder and tyrants to tell His story. So, nothing re-
ally falls out of the realm of our faith.  
 

     Furthermore, I thought this might be an opportunity for those of us who may not be able to find the 
time to attend a Bible or book study, to still be a part of the conversation. You are always welcome to stop 
by and have that conversation with us! So, with this New Year, Timm, Seph, and I will take turns each 
month recommending books straight from our bookshelves.  Since I am writing this, I guess I’ll go first. 
 

~ Without further ado, I give you my top three picks for January: 
 

 1.  Accidental Saints by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 2.  Pastrix by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 3.  Contemplative Youth Ministry by Mark Yaconelli. 
 

     You might say I am a Nadia Bolz-Weber fan…and you would be right.  Her twitter name is 
@SarcasticLuther. She is covered in tattoos. She is a recovering addict. She is a mother. She is a Lutheran 
minister. But most of all she is REAL. She is HONEST. She is on the journey with the rest of us saints and 
sinners. The subtitle of Accidental Saints is “Finding God in All the Wrong People.” This book made me ex-
amine all the times when I found God in the places that weren’t so neat and tidy and people who weren’t 
“ready-made” Christians.  Just when we think we have this whole theology thing figured out, God steps in 
and says, “Not so fast.”  Nadia Bolz-Weber has the ability to talk about serious issues with great compas-
sion and humor.  This book challenged some of my own theological assumptions and still left a smile on 
my face.  Pastrix is the story of how she discovered her calling to be a minister in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church—hint: it didn’t happen in a church. She is a wonderful story-teller who is able to take the best piec-
es of our brokenness and use them to reclaim the promises of God. 
 

     I was first introduced to Mark Yaconelli four years ago as a youth leader.  Again, he is another author 
who is not afraid to examine his own experiences and find where God is at work in them.  In Contemplative 
Youth Ministry, he invites us to reconsider our own understandings of Youth Ministry. Most of us, includ-
ing myself, grew up with youth programming filled with sports, entertainment, games, and five minutes of 
Jesus. The assumption was teenagers need to be entertained, need to be distracted, and only come if fun is 
involved. Yaconelli bought into the same kind of  
ministry—all that matters is numbers and the anxiety 
that comes from trying to figure out what will get teen-
agers to bite.  Until, he discovered that God is not calling  
us to provide him with numbers but with disciples.  
                   
   Happy Reading!     
    ~ Britney Knight 
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     When those of us from 
the United States speak of 
the year, it seems we fre-
quently mention the sea-
sons. It feels natural to say 
things like spring cleaning, 
summer vacation, or 

school reopens in fall. Groups planning mission trips to West Africa often talk of coming next spring or 
summer. Seasons are very important for our sense of time and place. 
 

     Last year I had a chance to spend fall in Minnesota, and the incredible beauty of the maple trees as they 
turned from green to yellow and red brought a renewed sense of awe to my life. Before I returned to Ghana 
there was even the first winter snowfall, with the peace and hush that always comes with it. 
For the most part our terms for the seasons—spring, summer, fall, and winter—are unfamiliar to friends in 
West Africa. If, for example, you refer to something happening in the fall, people will ask you to explain 
what this means. If people mention the seasons at all, they will talk about what they know firsthand—the 
rainy season, the dry season, or perhaps the harmattan, a unique time of year at the end of December and 
into January. Where I live, in Accra, Ghana, it’s extremely humid throughout the year. But then there is the 
harmattan. As winter in Europe sets in, winds flow south over the Sahara Desert, bringing a dry, dusty, and 
hazy weather to West Africa. Your lips and hands begin to chap, and even if you dust your house every day, 
a very fine layer of sand covers everything. While it’s a pain to keep things clean, these few weeks bring a 
welcome respite from the normally stifling humidity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

West Africa Seasons: 
A Christmas letter from Josh Heikkila;  

serving as Regional Liaison for West Africa, based in Ghana 

At right: On a few occasions I myself have been given live chickens after be-

ing a guest preacher. Last year during a visit to Ghana’s north I came home 

with the gift of a few dozen yams & a live guinea fowl. While there may not 

be a lot of money, the hospitality & the welcome are always remarkable. 

At left: Bundles of millet, brought for the harvest grain offering, at the 

Danja congregation of the Evangelical Church in the Republic of Niger 

Below: A traditional clay “barn” where grain is stored during the dry season. 

Center: An offering of chickens 

at one congregation of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church of Togo 

Above: After fetching water, a woman 
walks through the piles of millet, sor-
ghum, beans & peanuts that have been 
harvested by students at the Aguië Bible 
School of the Evangelical Church in the 
Republic of Niger 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1/nggallery/heikkila-josh-nov-2016/HEIKKILA_1611-1.jpg
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1/nggallery/heikkila-josh-nov-2016/HEIKKILA_1611-3.jpg
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1/nggallery/heikkila-josh-nov-2016/HEIKKILA_1611-4.jpg
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1/nggallery/heikkila-josh-nov-2016/HEIKKILA_1611-5.jpg
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1/nggallery/heikkila-josh-nov-2016/HEIKKILA_1611-2.jpg
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West Africa Seasons Continued... 
      

     Although the seasons are not spoken of so frequently here, they hold 
great importance because a majority of West Africans are still involved 
in agriculture. Agricultural production is especially pronounced as you 
move out from the few big cities into towns and villages. Rural life can 
be difficult, because there’s not always good access to water, electricity, 
health services, or education. People survive by eating the crops they 
grow themselves, and the little extra that is sold in the market brings in 
money for clothing and household goods, and for school fees and medi-
cal bills. 

 

     Along the coastal areas of West Africa the rainy and dry seasons 
each last about half the year. The rains start falling in mid-May and con-
tinue through November. But by the end of that month there is an ab-
rupt change, and dry weather sets in. For the next six months there may 
be only two or three minor rainfalls, so the dry season is long and hot. 
As you move inland to places like Niger the rainy season is a couple months shorter and the dry season 
even more intense. 
    

     If the rains have been good, the October harvest is usually a time of abundance. But that abundance has 
to be enough to last through the dry season, and even until next year’s harvest. One of the most difficult 
times of year is when the rains return and the planting season begins. Last year’s harvest is beginning to 
run out, but this year’s has not yet come. People struggle through it. 
 

     It brings to mind scripture like Psalm 126, which says, “Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the water-
courses in the Negev. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping, bear-
ing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.” 
Throughout this time of struggle, however, these farmers hold fast to their faith and as they prepare the 
soil and plant the seeds, they pray—prayers for the rains to return on time, prayers for the current food 
supply to last until the harvest, prayers for the quick arrival of new crops to ease hunger, prayers for the 
bounty of the upcoming harvest, prayers for the current struggles to be replaced with joy and singing. And 
when the harvest does come, they express their gratitude to God for these gifts through song, prayer and 
bringing offerings to church. In farming communities, where people often live outside the cash economy, 
it’s customary for them to bring yams or plantains—any agricultural produce, in fact—as an offering. One 
Sunday morning in Togo I witnessed a church member bring with him 10 live chickens tied to a pole. After 
the benediction an elder auctioned off each of the 10 chickens, and the proceeds were added to the offering 
plate. 

 

     In early November this year while visiting Niger I saw another rural church where bundles of millet had 
been brought by each member as part of the annual harvest offering. These bundles were to be sold in the 
market to support the annual expense of operating the congregation. 
 

     I want to thank you for all you do to make mission in West Africa possible. Together we are supporting 
the work of our partners to bring clean water, improve agriculture, and expand access to health and educa-
tion. The church is having a positive impact! Please continue to pray for our church partners in West Africa, 
that they may truly know a life filled with abundance, joy, and singing. 
 
        ~ Josh 

Editor’s Note:  As the Chimes went to press on January 5,  

we were sad to learn of the December 26th motorcycle death  

of David Bindati, one of the two Ghanaian pastors  

who visited us in 2015.   

Please pray for his wife & six children. 
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Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 
Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director , Covenant Preschool 
Seth Hiegel, Weeknight Host 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 
Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook 

Britney Knight, Director.Youth & Family Ministry 
Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director Community Ministry 
JoAllie Paluchak, Nursery Attendant 

JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 
Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 
Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 
Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Church Staff 
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   Have you moved?  Have a new phone number or 
email address?  If you’ve changed any personal infor-
mation, please update your church records by con-
tacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 
joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org  

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Articles Due by:  
Monday, January 16th 

 
Mailed on:  

Monday, January 23rd 

February Issue… 

AMS 

Rev. Timm High, Moderator of Session 
William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2019 
Howard Copen 

Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 
 

 

Class of 2018 
Bill Tauber 

Ron Fabich 

Bob Chambers 

Gloria Knox 

 
 

Class of 2017 
Deborah Loney 

Greg Sesler 

Mark Wells 

M. Buzz Tarno 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 
 

Class of 2017 
  Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Virginia Hey 

Bert Hibbler-Taylor 

Elders   
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 
 

Class of 2017 
Nancy Irwin 

Rebecca Stoczynski 

Linda Majewski 

Gregory Cooper 

Church Officers 

www. 

Firstcovenanterie.org 

Reflections of the Month ... 

 

     Have you liked “First 
Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant” or friended 
“First Covenant Church” 
on Facebook?  This is one way to share good news 
about God’s work with FPCC.  Also, if you take  
photos you think help tell our ministry story, be sure 
to share them to the church pages and/or tag the 
church!   

Like us on Facebook?   

From two youth group students inspired by the 
Advent theme of JOY: 
 

     “The things that bring me joy are simple and 
complex.  Simple things that bring me joy are see-
ing people open their presents on their birthday 
when I give them a present, seeing peoples’ faces 
when I show up for parties, and eating really good 
things from restaurants and at home. Complex 
things are tests and family.” 
   ~ Caitlin Koebe 
 

     “How I bring joy to other people is simple. I can 
make crafts for people. I can get them things. Or I 
can just put a smile to their face. I can bring joy to 
other people and to myself.” 
   ~ Paige Irwin 
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