
 

Sunday, Nov. 6th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 16.19-31 

“Who Is My Neighbor?:  

‘Rich Person, Poor Person’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Nov. 13th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 20.9-19 

“Who Is My Neighbor?:  

‘The One Rejected’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Nov. 20th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
~Reign of Christ Sunday~ 

Mark 4.1-9 

“Sowing Seeds” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Nov. 27th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ First Sunday of Advent ~ 

John 1.1-15 

Sermon Title: "TBA" 

Britney Knight 
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The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

*Nursery Available 

at both services 

Christmas Food Baskets 
 

During November, the Deacons will begin collecting  
nonperishable canned goods & boxed items  
to supplement the Christmas Food Baskets.   

The baskets will be provided for our church members  
& regular attendees who might need some assistance  

as we approach the Christmas season. 
 

Donations will be collected at the 7th Street entrance  
from November 1 through December 5th.   

The baskets will be gifted on Saturday, December 10th.   
 

Please see the list below for needed items.   
We would like to thank you in advance for your kindness  

in making someone’s holiday a blessed & joyful one. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from receiving a basket,  
could help assemble baskets or minister in any capacity,  

please call Mary Ann Sesler at 814-490-9629  
or Anne in the church office at 814-456-4243. 

 

Families with Children: 
 

 *Macaroni & cheese   *Drink mixes 
 *Microwave popcorn   *Jam & jelly 
 *Peanut butter    *Kid-friendly cereals 
 *Raisins & dried fruits   *Gummi bears 
 *Cocoa mixes, Tang, Kool-Aid 
 

Adults & Seniors: 
 

 *Adult cereals & oatmeal  *Muffin mixes 
 *Single serving items like soup *Hard candies 
 

Items for any Baskets: 
 

 *Canned fruit    *Canned vegetables 
 *Bottled juice/juice boxes  *Canned beans/chili 
 *Baking supplies/spices/nuts  *Bisquick 
 *Tomato sauce   *Dried rice/beans 
 *Hamburger helper   *Dry soup mixes 
 *Crackers    *Instant potatoes 
 *Cake mixes    *Sprinkles for cookies 
 

  The Deacons also plan to add  
homemade cookies to the baskets this year.   

We are asking anyone who would like to donate  
a dozen cookies to include in the baskets  

to please drop them off in the church office on  
or before Friday, December 9th.   

Thank you! 
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Again he [Jesus] began to teach beside the sea.  
Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat  

on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.  
He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow.  
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  

Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,  
and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil.  

And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 
Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up  

and choked it, and it yielded no grain.  
Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up  
and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundred-fold.”  

And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 
Mark 4.1-9 

To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant,  
greetings; 
 

     We’ve been working our way through parables in the Gospel of Luke. Mark,  
the Gospel considered by most Bible students to be the earliest of the Gospels  
(of those we have in the Bible), places the Parable of the Sower as the first parable 
told. In this way Mark signals that this is the defining parable of all such stories 
Jesus tells, a story Luke and Matthew also incorporated into their Gospels. 
 

     Given that the emphasis of the story is on the seeds, what meaning should be made of the “seeds”? One 
answer, which illustrates allegory, is given in Mark 4.13-20: each of the “seeds” and the “soil” in which they 
“fall” is given a meaning. Another way is to reflect on what the story shares.  Jesus uses the metaphor of a 
farmer sowing seeds from a pouch on his or her hip, broadcasting the seeds upon the ground. The ground 
would then be turned over, and the seeds would be “planted” in the soil (contrary to farming in our country 
when the ground is prepared before the seed is sown). This is why seeds fall onto different “soils”. Jesus 
thus encourages his disciples to keep “sowing”, to keep at the practice of discipleship, remembering that the 
story illustrates end stress: the story culminates at its end. 
 

     What might we understand from this story? Jesus implies that it’s the sower’s work to sow seeds, not to 
assume responsibility for the outcome. That, Jesus implies, is God’s work, for it is God’s environment (the 
soil) into which the seed is entrusted. We’re nearly to the end of another church year as well as another cal-
endar year. What does the year past look like for you? What are your hopes for the year ahead? We are at an 
important juncture in the life of this congregation with the search for the next pastor expected to culminate 
soon. While that decision waits to be shared, and even after that decision is shared, the encouragement of 
Jesus is for us to “keep sowing” trusting that in doing so “seeds” will find abundant soil, that God in the 
name of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit will provide an abundant harvest in the end. 
 

    Thank you for the privilege of being your temporary supply pastor. May this find 
you doing the best you can in all that you do with all you have, given God’s help, 
amidst the challenges & comforts that come your way. 

   
 Be Well… 
                    Timm 

Reflecting                
on 

Faith,  
Hope & Love 

The church office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 24th  
& Friday, November 25th  
to enjoy Thanksgiving. 

Reminder...Office Closed 
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*Please pray regularly 
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 October 24, 2016 ~ 
 . 
 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for God’s 

healing presence  
for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes: 
Catherine Amond, Su-

san Clark, David 
Gaither, Richard 

Gebhardt, Piper Irwin, 
Sue Raimy & Gordon 

Starr. 
 

 

 
 

 

In Loving Memory  
In loving memory of 

those who have joined 
the church triumphant:  

~ Elin Marang ~ 
October 14, 2016  

 
 
 

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  
regularly for the  

mission & ministry of 
First Presbyterian 

Church of the  
Covenant. 

The many persons who 
regularly support the 

Sunday Suppers  
ministry.  

 
The members of the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee who contin-
ue to meet weekly,  

discerning God’s lead-
ing in the name of Jesus 

through the power of 
the Holy Spirit to identi-

fy our next pastor. 
 

Those who will be shar-
ing their presence & 
their presents as we 
host Our Neighbor’s 

Place during November. 
 
Those who have made  

a commitment to finan-
cially support the mis-
sion & ministry of God 
in the name of Jesus 
through the power of 
the Holy Spirit within 

FPCC during 2016. 
 
     The members and 
friends of FPCC who 
embody an attitude of 
gratitude all year long 
and who serve as a wit-
ness for us during this 
month in which we all 
celebrate Thanksgiving. 
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If you notice an incorrect or missing birthday  
or one that is listed that should no longer be there,  

please help us by calling the church office  
at 456-4243 so that we can update our records.   

Thank you! 

   Interested in helping others?  If so, please con-
tact Vic Glembocki at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many guests they see 

daily at the City Mission Kitchen, 
1023 French St. the first Thursday 
of every month between 10:00 
a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

November’s date is the 6th! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Nov. 1  Carol Amann 
  Jeffrey Beach 
  Shannon Patton 
  Janet Wilson 
  Anne Wyneken 
  Jean Tauber 
  Noah Estrich 
 

Nov. 2  Beverly Wells 
  Nathaniel Stumpf 
 

Nov. 4  Elizabeth Best 
  Andrew Bajorek 
 

Nov. 5  Kirstan Powers 
  Makayla Savko 
  Susan Clark 
 

Nov. 6  John Mohr 
  Haley Fabich 
 

Nov. 7  Nancy Andrews 
  Liam Ferrick 
  Connor Ferrick 
 

Nov. 8    Dorothy Langdon 
  Cecily Sesler 
 

Nov. 9    Cody Bernardini 
               Daniel Verno 
 

Nov. 10  Judith Anderson 
  Chris Herendeen 
 

Nov. 11  Nancy Fair 
 

Nov. 14  Radu Bogdan 
  Judy Gaither 
 

Nov. 15  Barrett Walker 
  Carlee Wood 
 

Nov. 17   Robert Mohr 
  Mark Tattersall 
 

Nov. 18  Eleanor Wells 
  A. Tattersall 
 

Nov. 20  Gail Bodner 
  Georgia Mohr 
  Jason Fisher 
  Ruth Schauer 
 

Nov. 21   Stella Seifert 
 

Nov. 22  Jesse Geiger 
  Susan McCann 
 

Nov. 24  Cindy Kerchoff 
  Valerie Anderson 
                Kelsey Fair 
 

Nov. 25    Margaret  
       Matthews 
 

Nov. 27    David Shapter 
 

Nov. 28    Megan Loney 
 

Nov. 30    Patricia Tracy 

 
 
 
 
Dear FPCC, 
 

     My family & I would 
like to send our heart-
felt thanks to all of our 
church friends for the 
outpouring of love, 
prayers & support dur-
ing our great losses 
this year. 
 

Sincerely, 
Ginnie Hey & Family 
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“Fall Together” Study on Parables 

     The “Fall Together” parable study and sermon 
series from Luke entitled “Who Is My Neighbor?”, 
continues through November 20th.  
 

The parables that remain in the study are: 
 

~ Luke 16.19-31..Parable of Rich Man And Lazarus 
~ Luke 20.9-19 …Parable of Tenants In The Vineyard 
 

     Study guides are available for 
individual or small group use in 
the church office. 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

     Timm’s class on Sunday mornings through  
November 20th will focus on the parable study from 
Luke, “And, Who Is My Neighbor?”  
 

The group that meets on Wednes-
day mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the 
parlor will also engage in the “And, 
Who Is My Neighbor?” study. 

Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church  

of the Covenant is: 
 

“To awaken all people  
to our need for a  

life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord  

Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip  

each one to become  
His fully-devoted follower.” 

Advent Devotions: Got Joy? 

Worship in November  
     Worship in November finds 
us worshiping God in the name 
of Jesus through the power of 
the Holy Spirit on Sunday morn-
ings at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
with an hour of spiritual formation opportunities in 
between. 
 

      We conclude the season of Ordinary Time, or 
Sundays after Pentecost, and begin the Season of 
Advent. We will be celebrating the sacraments of 
communion and baptism on November 20th, Reign 
of Christ/Christ The King Sunday. Then Britney 
Knight will be the preacher and leader of worship 
on November 27th. 

Advent Study 

   A four week Advent Study based on 
the Prologue of John (John 1.1-18) will 
be made available prior to Thanksgiv-
ing. Look for a copy in your mail box at 
home or at various locations within the 
church building. The study is designed 

for individual and/or small group use. 

     Some have observed that joy can be elusive in modern American culture.  Why is this?  Can life be going 
awfully for us yet we still have joy?  How do we feel about the beloved Christmas carol “Joy to the World”? 
 

        What brings you joy?  How do you bring joy to others?  This will frame this year’s Advent devotions writ-
ten by church members and friends.  Sundays in Advent will feature preaching from the gospel of John 
and John’s themes of anticipating, receiving, living and sharing joy 
will be the basis of our Advent devotions. 
 

     Will you help create this resource by writing 250 words or less 
about how you experience and share joy?  25 authors are needed 
from all ages and stages of life!  This devotional is produced in the 
church office, so we need to know if you will help by November 6th.  
Your submission is required by November 13th.   Devotionals will be 
mailed on November 22nd.  The first Sunday of Advent is November 
27th.  Please contact Seph Kumer A.S.A.P. for more details, or to indi-
cate that you will participate. 

THE COVENANT CHIMES 
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   Clerk’s Corner ~ October 2016 
 

At the stated meeting on October 17th the Session: 
 

 Tabled action on a request from Covenant Preschool to expand into classroom space on 

the third floor of the Christian education building until such time as representatives of 
the Preschool can meet with the session for discussion. 

 

 Approved December 19, 2016 as the date for the annual combined meeting of session, deacons, and 

trustees. 
 

 Approved January 22, 2017 as the date for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part I. 
 

 Approved First Covenant participation in the Erie Gives program with the matching funds received to be 

used for designated ministries and not incorporated into general church funds. 
 

 Approved a motion that the net proceeds from the sale of the 711-713 Myrtle St. property will be used 

to pay off the debt associated with that property and then the balance be used to fund Youth and Family 
Ministries. 

 

 Approved a motion that the proceeds from the sale of the third floor Tiffany Window will be used to 

fund programing that promotes the four goals outlined in the Mission Study of 2015: neighborhood rel-
evance, plans for better usage of our building, connecting with youth & continued focus on hospitality. 

 

 Approved a proposal from the Mission Committee for an advent program leading up to and including a 

“fully traditional turkey dinner and all the trimmings (to be) served in Knox Hall on Christmas day 
(Sunday December 25, 2016)”. 

 

 Approved leaders for the College Ministry Restore program. 
 

 

~ W.D. Holmes 
  Clerk of Session 

“People are like stained-glass windows.  
They sparkle & shine when the sun is out, 

but when the darkness sets in;  
their true beauty is revealed  

only if there light is from within.” 
 

                 ― Elizabeth Kubler Ross  

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 
 

     Approximately one month ago the PNC was making plans to bring four pas-
toral candidates to Erie for face -to-face conversations and neutral pulpit 
preaching experiences.  The first candidate took himself out of consideration 
for any relocation just as he was scheduled to come to Erie.  We had good con-
versation with the second candidate, but have mutually agreed that we will not 
be extending a call to him.  We had another good experience with the third can-
didate and that conversation continues as both the PNC and the candidate also 
follow through with consideration of other options.  There have been commu-

nication difficulties with the fourth candidate and he has not yet come to Erie.  Meanwhile, the PNC contin-
ues to evaluate the Personal Information Forms of additional candidates and hopes to arrange skype inter-
views with several. The PNC continues to ask for your prayers for both our discernment and the discern-
ment of pastors as we seek the will of the Holy Spirit in this process. 

The  
Communion Table  

will be set by God for 
you on...  

“Reign of Christ Sunday” 
November 20th. 
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Sunday, November 6th at 5:00 p.m. 
     All are welcome to a nonpartisan service of 
prayer at the Episcopal Cathe-
dral of St Paul, 134 W.7th St. 
two days before Election Day. 
The Cathedral Choir will sing 
Choral Evensong & traditional 
prayers for the nation & the 
election will be offered. The 
Evensong will also mark the 
closing of the “Pray for Erie” Prayer Arbor. 

Free & open to the public. Childcare provided. 

Help “Hang the Greens” November 30th 

“Deck the Halls”, the 
Parlor, Knox Hall & 
other parts of the 
church on Wednes-
day, November 30th. 
First, enjoy a deli-
cious roast beef din-
ner prepared by Connections Cooks Jackie Jones & 
Kevin Stevenson.   
 

     Then, the Sanctuary Guild design team will 
lead youth & adult volunteers in the decorating of 
the building.  Special Advent activities for the chil-
dren!  It all begins at 5:15 p.m.; be sure to make 
your dinner reservation by noon November 27th.  
Bring a friend! 

Things to know ~ 
 

 The Faith Formation hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. for Children, 
Youth & Adults.  Grab a coffee or juice in the parlor on your way to 
study classes! 

 

 There are many opportunities for our children’s growth & learning in music & Faith Formation. In late 
October, youth began rehearsals for a new Advent Christmas Pageant with teachers Geoff Ginader & 
Monty Service.   

 

 Middle School & High School Students will meet for Bible Study on the Third Floor with Nancy Irwin. 
 

 For adult Faith Formation, 
        ~ Timm High leads a Bible Study related to “And, Who Is My Neighbor?”, 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
        ~ Bill Holmes leads a Bible Study on the Lessons from Joshua, 2nd floor Witherspoon Room. 
        ~ Bill Sesler leads a video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor #116  
 

 There is childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during both services & Faith Formation hour. 
 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to classrooms on 
the second floor. Children's worship provides age appropriate worship & learning for children age 4—
grade 5.   

Sunday Faith Formation  
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   Choral Evensong:  
Prayers before the Election 

     The Deacons would like to 
thank you for your generous con-
tributions of $298.39 to the 
“Laundry Love” Fund on Sunday, 
September 25th .  Your generosity 
will help allow our guests at Our 

Neighbor’s Place to have clean clothing.   
 

     Please let the Deacons know what we can do for 
and with you.  To help identify the Deacons, their 
name tags have a heart with a cross on it.  If we can 
help you in any way, please call Mary Ann Sesler at 
814-490-9629.       

“Laundry Love” Final Chance for 2016...Sign Up! 
    November is your final opportunity of the year 
to support the Deacon sponsored blood drives & 
save a life when the Community Blood Bank Blood 

Mobile returns to our 
church parking lot on Sat-
urday, November 19th, from 
8:00 a.m. until Noon.  
Please sign up with Tim 
Campbell by calling him at  

(814) 397-8570.  

Dave Eubank gave life...have you? 

THE COVENANT CHIMES 

http://www.cathedralofstpaul.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/CHoral-Evensong.jpg
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2016 Crop Walk Crew 

Stewardship Campaign UnderWay 
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Diane Sutton receiving  
the Erie Community Foundation award 

to the school district this week! 

     This year’s Stewardship Campaign is upon us, and your Session is working hard to both maintain and 
develop new programming as we pursue the direction the Holy Spirit is leading us at First Presbyterian 
church of the Covenant. We remain committed to the process of the Pastor Nominating Committee, and as 
we wait on the Lord to guide both us and our next pastor together, we know we must continue to work to 
be good stewards of the resources, programs, and ministries 
we currently run. 
 

     As you read this, I ask that you would consider praying 
for the church this year as we begin the Stewardship Cam-
paign. Think about what God, through the Holy Spirit, is 
calling you to do to be a part of this time of giving. Ask God 
to not only lead you to make a promise, but to help you sus-
tain and keep that promise throughout this coming year.  
 

     It is my prayer that we as a body of believers would live 
into our mission statement. That we would fund the pro-
grams that would “awaken all people to our need for a life 
changing encounter with the living Lord Jesus Christ” and 
that through God’s grace and our giving, we would fund 
what is needed to “encourage and equip each one to become 
his fully devoted follower.”  Please seek to honor God with your time, talents, and treasure by presenting 
your pledge in support of your church and church family on Sunday November 20, 2016.  
 

    Thank You! 
    ~ Greg Cooper, Elder 
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Don’t Miss It!!! 

Save the Date!!! 
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~ Looking Ahead: Worship Dates in December ~ 
 

Celebrate Christmas With First Covenant ~ Sunday, December 11th 6 p.m. ~ Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Eve Worship ~ Saturday, December 24 7:00 p.m. ONLY ~ Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Day ~ Sunday, December 25, 2016 11:00 a.m. ONLY~ McBrier Chapel 
 

New Year’s Day ~ Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. ONLY~ Sanctuary 

 

Dates:  Rehearsals began on October 2nd, Dress rehearsal is December 
4th, the pageant will be on December 18th during a special 10 am ser-
vice.  All rehearsals are from 9:30-10:30 during the Christian Educa-
tion/Music hour in classrooms C and D, except for December 4th when 
we will meet in the Sanctuary. Call time for December 18th will be 8:30 
am so we can rehearse with our flautist and check sound, etc. 
 

Scripts:  This year each family will be given a copy of the script that 
includes all the lines and songs.  This particular pageant does not in-
clude rights for us to make copies so it will be very important that 
those involved remember to bring their script for each Sunday re-
hearsal. 
 

Costumes:  This pageant has 2 scenes.  For the first scene the chil-
dren are coming to a pageant rehearsal, so something dark on the bot-
tom and a solid color (or similar) t-shirt would be great.  There is then 
a short musical interlude during which the children will change into 
their “pageant” costumes.  These costumes need to be simple and easy 
to get on and off.  The idea is to just add small things to suggest their roles.  These could include things 
like wings and a halo for the angel, tunics for shepherds and the innkeeper, crowns for the wise men etc. 
 

New Toy Drive:  During the pageant the children come up with the idea of having a toy drive to help them 
“make room for Christmas”.  During the second scene of the pageant there is a time where the children will 
invite those who brought these items to bring them up and place them around the manger.  More infor-
mation on this part of the pageant will be coming your way! 
 

Want to help?  Last year many offered to help with various parts of the pageant and we welcome and any 
all help! Costumes, props, sets, extra hands to help with costume changes during the pageant, are all areas 
where help would be greatly appreciated.  Contact Geoff or Monty to help in any of these areas! 
 

Spread the word:  Anyone who is able to come to rehearsals is welcome to be a part of the pageant.  
Please share this information with friends and family, the more the merrier!  
 

THANK YOU!  Without your support none of this would be possible.  This pageant is a fun way for chil-
dren to relate to a story that they have heard many times and a way for them to take ownership of  it and 
make it their story.  It’s a fun pageant with a wonderful central message and some laughs along the way. 
 

Questions or concerns?  
Contact Monty Service at Monty87Music@gmail.com or Geoff Ginader at gginader2@gmail.com.  
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“Room for Christmas” Children’s Pageant 
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“REVERSE” 20 DAYS OF ADVENT  = SUNDAY SUPPER ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

First Covenant & the Ghana Mission Network 

A fully traditional turkey dinner and all the trimmings  
will be served in Knox Hall on Christmas Day. 

 

     The Sunday Supper funds will furnish the turkeys, mashed potatoes and pie shells.  
The Mission Committee is inviting the congregation to contribute the other parts of the 
dinner as a Reverse Advent Countdown.   

 

     You will be provided with a holiday basket and a shopping list. Then for the first 20 days of December  
(1st thru 20th) you will ADD an item to your basket as you have your own Advent prayer/meditation/thought 
for the day!  From the 20th to 22nd bring your items to the church.  Keep the basket! 
 

     Saturday, December 24, Beverly Anne and David Doupé will be in the church kitchen to roast the turkeys, 
bake pumpkin pies and prep for Sunday.  Anyone willing to help will be welcomed!  At 2:00 on Sunday after-
noon there will be plating of the desserts, table setting and other tasks which could use extra hands.  Start-
ing at 4:30 Christmas Dinner will be served.  Anyone wishing to help serve or wanting a friendly place to 
join with others to eat on this special day are invited to come. 
 

     See the display and sign-up sheets in the welcome center.  Please help in some way to spread the Joy of 
Christmas by showing Covenant’s Hospitality! 

     The Ghana Mission Network is a network of churches and presbyteries in the U.S. that are each con-
nected to churches or presbyteries in Ghana.  Each year representatives gather to probe ways to encourage 
and grow the relationships.  This year Seph Kumer and Donna Cammarata attended the gathering in Wis-
consin representing the Presbytery of Lake Erie.  One of this year’s topics was how to “do with” instead of 

“do for”…a familiar concept for FPCC.  Old mission 
models of the “wealthy” and “intelligent” churches 
from Europe and the U.S. helping the “needy”, “less 
knowledgeable” Africans are being replaced with new 
mutual beneficiary “exchange” models. Ghanaian Chris-
tians have MUCH to offer Americans.  In the fall of 
2017, there will be a Lake Erie Presbytery trip to Ghana 
to visit the churches, schools and clinic that Lake Erie 
Presbytery supports in northern Ghana.  If you are in-
terested in this trip, contact Seph Kumer or the Mission 
Committee. 
 

(Pictured are Donna Cammarata & Seph Kumer with Dinah & Afia, 
Ghanaian students studying at Columbia Theological Seminary in 
Georgia.) 

     First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant was one of only 
two congregations in Erie publicly named at the Erie City Mis-
sion annual banquet on October 13.  The church was 
thanked from the podium for partnering with the Mission by 
providing housing for their youth ministry intern, by providing 
a venue for the “Bonkers for Jesus’ family celebration and for 
providing a "professional kitchen" where students in their Ur-
ban University can learn culinary arts.  The Doupe’s, Holmes, 
Seph Kumer and 3 Gannon students who volunteer with FPCC's 
"first Thursday" lunch at Erie City Mission attended the banquet on behalf of the church. 

Erie City Mission Thanks FPCC 
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CONNECTing Leads to Ministry... 

 

     Hopefully, you were able to see us walking the halls and in the church office in our 
costumes on Halloween. During our annual parade, the children enjoyed entertaining 
their friends & families with their Halloween songs and costumes.  During the month of 
November, the preschool children will be bringing in items for the Christmas shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child.   
 

     The preschool still has a few openings in our two year old classes.  It is never too late 
to join preschool!  If you have any questions, need an application, or would like a tour of the preschool, 
you can call the Director, Lisa Hiegel at 456-4243 ex. 102. 
 

     Mark your calendar for December 7th, our annual Barnes and No-
ble Proceeds/Family Day.  The preschool receives a percentage of the 
proceeds on that day, in store and online.  Our families will be in the 
store from 6-7:30 pm listening to a story read by Mrs. Jan Lovercheck 
and than singing some holiday songs.  All are welcome! 
 

   ~ Lisa Hiegel 
    Preschool Director 

Covenant Preschool 

 

     Connecting.  It’s what Wednesday dinners 
are all about.  And it is how relationships are 
formed.  Relationships are the heart of minis-
try!  We connect with long-term and new 
church participants, Barber Center friends, 
Gannon students, and, through our after-
dinner activities…we connect with the 
church’s neighborhood and community.  
Through it all, we often see and hear God’s 
call on our lives.  
 

     In October we visited with students from 
Gannon’s English as a Second Language pro-
gram, our new Director of Youth & Family 
Ministries Britney Knight, we traveled to Gan-
non for a prayer walk through campus and we carved pumpkins!  What a diversity of activities! 
 

     Of course, we also connected with great food! Jack Jones, Kevin Stevenson and their team of helpers 
feed us well. 
 

     The only thing that would make all of this connecting better is connecting with YOU.  Join us for a  
RELAXED dinner, served from 5:15 -5:45 p.m., finish eating around 6:15 p.m., activity for all ages follows 
until 7:00 p.m.  Dinner is $5 for adults, $3 for college students and children, $15 family maximum.  Make 
your reservation by emailing anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org or calling 814.456.4243. 
 

Here’s November’s after-dinner activity lineup: 
 

  2  “Our Neighbors’ Place” Prep-help set up for the winter emergency shelter 
  9   Operation Christmas Child and “Reverse Advent Basket” Presentations-learn more about these two   
 fall mission efforts from a video and David & Beverly Anne Doupe 
16 Thanksgiving Dinner and Thanks-living festivities (in the Witherspoon Room) 
23 NO Connections-Happy Thanksgiving! 
30 Hanging of the Greens-After a delicious roast beef dinner, help decorate the church for  

Advent/Christmas 

mailto:anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org
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Your Shoebox Gift is a Witness to the Love of Jesus  
with Operation Christmas Child! 

 

 

 It is Operation Christmas Child shoebox time again!  Be a part 
of the blessing of reaching children with the gospel around the 
world!  Pick up a box from the display in the Welcome Center, or 
use your own shoebox (or similar style box).  Fill it with small toys 
or stuffed animals, school supplies, toothpaste and toothbrush, 
washcloths, soap, and hard candy. The children who receive these 
boxes love a letter or picture from person who fills their box.  In-
formation on filling a box is available 
www.samaritanspurse.org. (Brochures with detailed directions also 
available n the Welcome Center, Art Gallery Hall and the Narthex.)    
 

 Track your shoebox and find out where it is delivered with 
“Follow Your Box.”  It’s easy: go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-
your-box-iframe/ and make your $7 shipping donation online by using a credit or debit card.  Print out the 
Follow Your Box label included in your email receipt. The barcode on the label will allow Operation Christ-
mas Child to track each shoe box gift. (This is used instead of the normal envelope and label). When shoe-
boxes begin shipping overseas, you will receive an email telling you the destination of your gift, along with 
information about Operation Christmas Child children in that country.  If you prefer, you can use the “Boy/
Girl” label below.   
 

 Each shoebox gift is a “gospel opportunity”.  These gifts are delivered in the name of Jesus by pastors 
and missionaries all over the world as a part of their evangelistic outreach.  Along with what you pack, 
tucked inside each box is a pamphlet telling about Jesus in pictures and in the local language.  This is a 
mission project for all ages. 
 

* Be sure to return your gift to the baptistry by Sunday, November 20th.  

Volunteers Needed! 
     Volunteers are still needed to help staff our community col-
lection center (our garage) for this project (2-3 hour shifts)  
November 14-20.  Families, retirees, students with service 
hours to complete…there’s a shift for you!  If you can help, 
contact Seph Kumer at seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org or 
456-4243 ex.105.  

Presbyterian Missions:  
“Alternative Gift-Giving” this Christmas 

     What do you give your family & friends who 

have everything they need for Christmas?  (or 

birthday or anniversary or ??)  Consider making 

a gift in their name to one of dozens of Presby-

terian Mission endeavors around the globe.  

You can donate a goat, after school ministry snack, water well, 

etc. & receive an attractive card to present to your loved one.  

Watch for a complete catalog the church will mail you soon.   

Or visit www.presbyteriangifts.org to start shopping now! 
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Sunday Supper 

Our Neighbors’ Place 

     Our Neighbor’s Place returns to FPCC on Nov 9th through 23rd for the 5th winter sea-
son of this mission outreach.  We are blessed to have a wonderful facility to house 
this important effort and plenty of willing volunteers to help make it a success.  We 
will be partnering with six other congregations and the Community Shelter Service 
agency throughout the winter, ending April 11th when hopefully spring arrives.   
 

     Volunteers are needed for all 3 shifts (7:00-11:00 p.m., 11p.m.-3:00 a.m. & 3 a.m.-7:00 a.m.) during the 
two week stay at our church, please contact Dale Sweet (898-3417) if you would like to sign up.  Pat Tracy 
(864-6118) will organize the food needs of the shelter, so contact her if you would like to help. 

 

     We have placed four trees throughout the church with several cards asking for items we 

will need during the stay at our church.  Please help yourself to as many as you like and re-

turn the items before Nov 9th.  The fresh food items should be returned on the date speci-

fied on each card.  Thank you in advance for all of your support.  We have all been truly 

blessed, “The King will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

     During the month of October, more than 700 meals were served at Sunday Supper.  Our guests are a 
mixture of people who are homeless, living in poverty, food insecure and neighborhood families.  FPCC 
provides the drinks and paper products each week and forty different Erie congregations and organiza-
tions, including us, have provided the food and volunteers.  God is good.  Our guests are very grateful for 
the meal and the friendships that have been formed with volunteers.   
 

     There are a few schedule changes in November.  Sunday Supper will be served at the First United Meth-
odist Church on November 13th as Our Neighbors’ Place will be using Knox Hall at that time.  Sunday Sup-
per will not be served on November 20th as our guests are encouraged to enjoy the Thanksgiving Dinner at 
the MLK Center on that day.   
 

     Thank you to the faithful volunteers who have been helping with this ministry.  Please talk with some of 
them and discover how this ministry has been a blessing in their lives. Volunteers are always needed, par-
ticularly those who are willing to do dishes. The new dishwasher has been installed and this will make 
doing the dishes a smoother process.  To volunteer to help on a Sunday, please look for the sign-up sheet 
in the Parlor.   
 

     Due to a recent cancellation, FPCC will be preparing and serving the meal on Sunday, November 27th.  
The menu will be Swedish Meatball Stroganoff, green beans, rolls and dessert.  Many volunteers are needed 
from our congregation to do the following: 
 

 3 people to arrive at 2:15 to prepare the main dish 

 20 people to bake a dessert (9 x 13 frosted cake, a pie, brownies or cookies) 

 15 people to prepare Knox Hall, serve the meal and clean up. 
 

Desserts can be brought to worship that morning or can be delivered at 3:15 
Serving volunteers should arrive at the church at 3:15 and plan to stay until 6:15 pm. 

 

     Please sign up in the parlor or contact Pat Tracy at 864-6118 or tptracy72@gmail.com if you can serve 
or donate food. 
 

     If you are unable to volunteer or serve, please support this ministry with you prayers, finances or dona-
tions of gently used children’s books. 
 

     Looking to the future, FPCC will be providing the meal on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, so watch 
for information on how you can help with those meals.  After New Year’s Day, meals are scheduled through 
May 7th, 2017. 

mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
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     "This year I got to accompany 20 students, staff, and faculty from Gan-
non  for our third annual ‘Shine Retreat’.  Shine is a 24 hour women's re-
treat at Peek n' Peak Resort where we explored the theme of what it means 
to be Fearless. It's always such an amazing retreat to get away and meet 

other women on campus who you might not bump into every day.  
 

     With the help of our two student leaders, there were fruitful discussions, amazing activities, and deli-
cious meals shared on this trip. And has spurred conversations of how we can continue this fellowship be-
tween women on Gannon's campus. I am so looking forward to see how God will move in the hearts of these 
women this year." 

 

 
 

     “I had the privilege of spending fall break in Pittsburgh volunteering with ‘Living Ministry’, a homeless 
ministry on the North Side! Chris, my co-leader & I took a group of 5 Gan-
non students with us. We had a wonderful week breaking stereotypes 
about homelessness, meeting people, serving & growing as a community!” 

Campus Ministry on Break 

Kyle’s Retreat 

Abby’s Retreat 
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And Who is My Neighbor? 
 

(taken from a Facebook post by Campus Minister Abby Blankenship, with permission) 
See below... 

 
     Three weeks ago, Seph called Kyle & me into the office to ask us if we think we 
could help with an emergency housing need. He said a mom and her young son 
from Jordan needed a place to stay while the boy recovered from open heart sur-
gery. They’re names are Nadia and Yusef. Yusef is six years old, & they don’t 
speak English. I was nervous; I think we all were a little bit, but we prayed and 
decided the only thing we could do was trust God. And boy, did He show off big 
time. 
 

     We had that meeting on a Thursday. Friday was when Seph got to meet them. 
Saturday, he gave her a tour of the Kirk House and on Sunday they moved in. 
Sunday night, we sat at our dinner table with a translator telling her all about the 
house and how it runs. I laughed really loud and nervously as I tried to teach my-
self some Arabic words, she teased me about my laugh and I knew we would get 
along just fine. 
 

     After everyone left it was just Nadia & me. We continued to talk to each other in our native languages 
having no clue what the other one was saying. Nadia had to keep shrugging saying “No English.” So Google 
translate became our best friend. Do you guys know that sometimes translating English into Arabic comes 
out like complete jibberish? We quickly found this out after spending 20 minutes trying to figure out that 
she was asking me to show her how to use our dryer. If you want to see how patient you are, try to use 
Google translate with someone else who is trying to use Google translate. If it our translations came out 
weird we would just laugh and say “no good” and try again. 
Nadia and Yusef know more English than our whole house knew Arabic. 
As Yusef colored in his coloring book we would all attempt to teach 
each other the colors. I can now officially say six whole words in Arabic. 
Yusef said my Arabic was good enough that I am allowed to visit him in 
Jordan. 
 

     Yusef’s heart got stronger and the doctor told them that they would 
be leaving earlier than expected. I was shocked by this news, I wasn’t 
ready for them to leave. My Arabic was just starting to get good!! And 
now I had to prepare myself for something I know I’m not good at: the 
goodbye. 
 

     I have learned a lot about love in these past three weeks. A stu-
dent of mine said to me “I now understand why people compare 
God’s love to the love of a parent because it is so sacrificial.” Nadia 
flew across the world, to a place where she couldn’t speak the lan-
guage, to stay with a bunch of crazy college students, to get her son 
the help he needed to live a long and beautiful life. The amount of 
people that came together to help them could make you cry for days. 
 

     This morning we said goodbye to Nadia & Yusef as they fly home. Tears were shed, hugs were tight. I 
just keep praising God for making them apart of our family and for keeping Yusef’s heart strong and 
healthy. God is so so good. My heart is so full. Who would've imagined that it would take a mom and her 
son from Jordan coming to live in our house to teach us so much about the love of Christ. Thank you for 
rocking our world in the best way possible. l love you both! <3 

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 
Or  

First Covenant Church (Fpcc) 
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     Can you spare 3 hours to greet Gannon students who will prepare for finals in our 
building for 7 nights? Thursday, December 8 through Wednesday, December 14?   
(3 hour shifts: 9 p.m. to midnight, midnight to 3 a.m., or 3 to 6 a.m.)  Can you provide 
snacks (fruit, bagels, individual packs of chips, crackers, cheese, etc.) or bottled water 

for the refreshment area in the 
parlor during “Study Space”?  
The Campus Ministry team 
needs YOUR help to continue 
this ministry.  Please contact 
Abby Blankenship, Kyle Schumacher, Marlene Spires 
or Seph Kumer to volunteer your time/snacks!  Hun-
dreds of students attended this initiative in April of 
2016.  It is a great way to meet a need & extend hos-
pitality, in Jesus’ name.  Get to know some of the 
bright, fun, interesting students who surround our 
church campus!  
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Fall Family Fun Day  
     On October 8th, 18 children and parents gathered at Beverly Anne and David Doupe's home in North 
East for a day of grape picking!  In less than two hours, they picked 5 bushels and 4 baskets of grapes.   
Dr. Doupe demonstrated how to press the grapes into juice, and the children had a blast taking turns press-
ing!  The parents got into it, too! The juice they pressed will be used for Communion in November.  
Together, we were able to donate 107 lbs. of grapes to the Second Harvest Food Bank in Erie.   

Thank you to all who made it out!  ~ Britney, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
 

 

Upcoming dates to keep in mind… 
 

Friday, November 11th 6:00-9:00 p.m. ~ Children and their families are invited to prepare and serve dinner 
at Our Neighbor’s Place Overflow Shelter in Knox Hall. Sign up by contacting Britney Knight in the Church 
Office. All families are encouraged to donate $10 toward the cost of food. 
 

Sunday, November 13th 5:00-9:00 p.m. ~ Middle School and High School Students are invited to prepare 
and serve dinner at Our Neighbor’s Place Overflow Shelter in Knox Hall. Sign up by contacting Britney 
Knight in the Church Office. All youth are encouraged to donate $5 toward the cost of food.  

Sunday, 

November 6th 

TGIF Thanks! 
     Thank you to the 
church members who 
braved the late hour & 
chilly temperatures to 
greet hundreds of Gannon 
students as they passed 
the church on 6 Fridays in 
September & October. 

  This effort is a prime example of “inside-out” min-
istry…taking what good things First Covenant has 
to offer OUTside of our building & sharing them 
with others.  Pictured are David & Sandy Herman 
and a Gannon student who says he is sooooo thank-
ful for the hot dogs & bottled water served!  Many 
students openly express gratitude to First Covenant 
for hot dogs, Study Space, coffee/cinnamon rolls, & 
for caring about them so deeply. 

Gannon Final Exams are coming soon… “Study Space” Needs YOU! 

THE COVENANT CHIMES 



PAGE 17 

THE COVENANT CHIMES VOLUME 32 NO. 5 

 

Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director ~ Covenant Preschool 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook, Weeknight Host 

Britney Knight, Director.Youth & Family Ministry 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director Community Ministry 

Rev. Stephen E. Morse, Parish Assistant 

JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Morgan Wood, Nursery Attendant 

Church Staff 
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   Have you moved?  Have a new phone number or 
email address?  If you’ve changed any personal 
information, please update your church records 
by contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 
joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org  

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Articles Due by:  
Tuesday, November 15th 

 
Mailed on:  

Tuesday, November 22nd 

December Issue… 

AMS 

Rev. Timm High, Moderator of Session 

William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2019 
Howard Copen 

Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 
 

 

Class of 2018 
Bill Tauber 

Ron Fabich 

Bob Chambers 
Empty Seat 

 

 
 

Class of 2017 
Deborah Loney 

Lisa Ferrick 

Mark Wells 

M. Buzz Tarno 

 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 
 

Class of 2017 
  Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Virginia Hey 

Bert Hibbler-Taylor 

Phyllis Zdaniewski 

 

Elders   
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 
 

 

Class of 2017 
Nancy Irwin 

Rebecca Stoczynski 

Linda Majewski 

Gregory Cooper 

Allen Sheasley 

Church Officers 

www. 

Firstcovenanterie.org 
The Deacons sponsored  

a flu shot clinic in conjunction with Walgreens  
on Sunday, October 9th after worship.  

 

Convenient & painless...just ask Scott Sesler!  
(See in-set) 

Picture of the Month ... 

Tuesday,  

November  

8th 

 

https://www.facebook.com/scott.sesler
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