
 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

 ~ World Communion Sunday ~ 
Luke 10.25-37 

“Who Is My Neighbor?: ‘The Other’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Oct. 9th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 5.27-39 

“Who Is My Neighbor?: ‘Levi’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Oct. 16th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
~ Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 13.1-9 

“Who Is My Neighbor?: ‘Church’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Oct. 23rd ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 14.1-24 

“Who Is My Neighbor?: ‘Outsiders’” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Oct. 30th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Luke 15.1-32 

“Who Is My Neighbor?: ‘The Lost’” 

Rev. Timm High 

October 1, 2016 Volume 33, No. 10  

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

*Nursery Available 

at both services 

~ Call for a Special Meeting  
of the Congregation & Corporation ~ 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  
calls for a special meeting of the congregation & corporation  

to be held on Sunday, October 2, 2016 in the Sanctuary  
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  

The stated purpose of the meeting is to hear & act upon  
a motion from session to amend the By-Laws  

of the Congregation & Corporation to explicitly allow  
for virtual attendance at meetings of the session or trustees.  

 
Rev. Timm High  W. D. Holmes 

                       Moderator                    Clerk of Session 
 

Please see the September Covenant Chimes  
for the text of the proposed changes . 

 

 
~ A Call for a Special Meeting  

of the Corporation ~ 
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  
calls for a special meeting of the corporation  

to be held on Sunday, October 9, 2016 in the Sanctuary  
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  

The stated purpose of the meeting is to hear and act upon  
a report from the Nominating Committee  

to fill two unexpired terms on the Board of Trustees. 
 

                 Rev. Timm High                    W.D. Holmes 
        Moderator                       Clerk of Session 
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     To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
greetings; 
 

     So, what would you claim amongst the best all time questions? What about when it comes to questions 
Jesus asks? We looked at one last month, “Do you want to be made well?” which was addressed to the un-
named man at the pool of Bethesda, a question that is in fact asked of not only every person (thus the reason 
behind the man not having a name) as well as every faith community (given John’s tendency to speak on 
more than one level at any given time). What of questions asked Jesus? For me, this would have to rank as 
one of the very best: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”, because it has many assumptions built into it. 
 

     First, the idea of an inheritance assumes more than a basic socio-economic  
level, doesn’t it? The question has to do with eternal life, but the thrust of the 
question still deals with “inherit”. Second, “what must I do” indicates that it’s not 
really a gift, as an inheritance is, it’s something that the person asking, the lawyer 
in this case, is assuming can be earned or acquired by other than simply being 
received. That said, it’s a worthwhile question, one I have suggested most of us would be willing to write a 
significant check to acquire. 
 

     Jesus, as he is often portrayed as doing, honors the questioner as much as the question. He asks the law-
yer to participate in the process of understanding not only the answer, but the question. Initially the lawyer 
is willing, even eager, to respond, speaking forthright out of his practice and his piety as to what is required 
of a faithful Jew. The response he gives is a form of the Shema, the common morning and evening prayer of 
a faithful Jew. Jesus affirms his response and encourages him to simply “do this”, in other words, put the 
words into practice, assuring the lawyer that his response is right and will be life-giving in practice. 
 

     Then the lawyer gives himself away, according to Luke: “But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
‘And who is my neighbor’?” Jesus tells the story of the “Good Samaritan” (although “good” does not appear 
in the story), one of Jesus' most beloved stories. 
 

     What do you think of the lawyer’s question? What do you think about Jesus’ invitation to the lawyer to 
answer his question? What do you think of the lawyer’s question as to whom he could/couldn’t consider his 
neighbor? Whom do you consider your neighbor? We’ll be examining this question in October and early No-
vember in worship and in study within FPCC. 
 

     Thank you for the privilege of being your temporary supply pastor.  May this find you doing the best you 
can in all that you do with all you have, given God’s help, amidst the challenges and comforts that come your 

way. 
 

Be Well…Timm 
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Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.  
“Teacher,” he said, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?”  
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;  
and your neighbor as yourself.”  

And he said to him, “You have given the right answer, do this and you will live.” 
     But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho… 
Luke 10.25-30a 

Reflecting                
on 

Faith,  
Hope & Love 

*A Special Thank You… 
 

     Thank you very much for your many expressions of kindness at the time of my Dad’s 
death. I remain grateful and thankful to you for your care of me. Thank you to the members 
of the Session for their leadership during my absence from FPCC to be with my family in 
Minnesota, and to those on the staff with whom I have the privilege of serving for their extra 
service during my absence. Thanks be to God for the privilege of serving God with you in 
this place at this time.  ~ Timm 
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*Please pray regularly 
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 September 26, 2016 ~ 
 . 
 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for God’s 

healing presence  
for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes: 
Beatrice Waibel & Doris 

Boomer. 
 

 

 
 

 

In Loving Memory  
In loving memory of 

those who have joined 
the church triumphant:  

~ Robert K. Dietly ~ 
September 10, 2016  

& 
~ John C. Hey ~ 

September 22, 2016  

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  
regularly for the  

mission & ministry of 
First Presbyterian 

Church of the  
Covenant. 

The many persons who 
shared their time, tal-

ents, and treasures 
while feeding our neigh-
bors during a number 

of days last month 
when the Emmaus Soup 
Kitchen was closed for 

remodeling.  
 

The members of the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee who contin-
ue to meet weekly, dis-

cerning God’s leading in 
the name of Jesus 

through the power of 
the Holy Spirit to identi-

fy our next pastor. 
 

The members of the 
nominating committee:  

Lauren Fabich, Geoff 
Ginader (co-chair), W.D. 
Holmes (co-chair), Jason 
Irwin, Edith Konnerth,  
Barbara Macks, Linda 
Majewski, Mary Lou 

Neithamer,  Dale Shide-
mantle for their faithful 
work as they seek the 

Spirit’s leading in iden-
tifying new officers. 

 
Those who have made a 
commitment to finan-

cially support the  
mission and ministry  
of God in the name of  

Jesus through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit 
within FPCC during 

2016. 
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If you notice an incorrect or missing birthday  
or one that is listed that should no longer be there,  

please help us by calling the church office  
at 456-4243 so that we can update our records.   

Thank you! 

The church office  
will be closed  

Columbus Day, 
Monday, October 10th,  

 

Celebration Thank You! 

Oct. 1   Kristin Headley 
            Sarah Golembeski 
 

Oct. 2   Carl Anderson 
 

Oct. 3   Joel Magee 
            Rebecca 
                 Stanopiewicz 
 

Oct. 5   Doris Boomer 
            Christine 
   Zdaniewski 
            William Townsend 
 

Oct. 6    Melinda Gunns 
 

Oct. 7    Jennifer Amann 
             Susan Knight 
             Emily Toothman 
 

Oct. 8    Timothy Sesler 
 

Oct. 9    Kathleen Steiner 
 

Oct. 10  Edward  
                  Mascharka 
 

Oct. 11  David Kaus 
 

Oct. 14  Olivia Belfiore 
 

Oct. 16  John Reilly 
             Piper Irwin 

Oct. 17  JoAllie Paluchak 
             Judith Glembocki 
             Sibyl Gorman 
             Richard Kaus 
             Grant Filbeck 
 

Oct. 18  Meredith Estrich 
 

Oct. 20  Mary Lou          
    Neithamer 
             Lindsay Steiner 
 Janis Filbeck 
 

Oct. 22 Sara Carpenter 
 Carol Geiger 
 

Oct. 27 Timothy Tracy 
 

Oct. 28 Marrick Bauer 
 Susan Raimy 
 

Oct. 29 Kaylee McKinnon 
       -Bernardini 
 

Oct. 30 Arline Magnuson 
 Liana Lang 
 

Oct. 31 Ellen Shifler 
 Patricia Schaal 

     Thank you very much for the cele-
bration of  the 30th anniversary of my 
ordination as a Teaching Elder, as a 
minister of Word and Sacrament on  
September 18th! It was a marvelous 
celebration both in worship, with the 
gift of the painting, “After An Early 
Morning Rain”, the reception after both services in 
the Parlor, and the luncheon hosted by the Person-
nel Committee. Thanks be to God for the privilege 
of serving God with you in this place at this time.   
 

                                                ~ Timm 
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Study on Parables 
     Beginning on Sunday, October 2nd and continuing through November 
13th, there will be a six week preaching and teaching study of the  
Parables from Luke entitled “Who Is My Neighbor?”.  
 

The parables that will be a part of the study will be: 
  ~ Luke 10.25-37………The Good Samaritan 
  ~ Luke 5.27-39 ………..Parable of Cloth and Wineskins 
  ~ Luke 13.6-9………….Parable of Fig Tree In The Vineyard 
  ~ Luke 14.12-24………Parable of The Great Dinner 
  ~ Luke 15.1-32 ………..Parables of The Lost Sheep, Coin, Sons 
  ~ Luke 16.19-31………Parable of Rich Man And Lazarus 
  ~ Luke 20.9-19 ………..Parable of Tenants In The Vineyard 
 

     There will be a study guide available for individual or small group use and it will also be offered on Sun-
day mornings and Wednesday mornings at FPCC.  

“Fall Together” Study Groups Forming 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

     Timm’s class on Sunday mornings beginning  
October 2nd will focus on the parable study from 
Luke, “Who Is My Neighbor?” 
 

     The group that meets on Wednes-
day mornings beginning at 10:30 
a.m. will also engage in the “Who Is 
My Neighbor?” study. 

Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church  

of the Covenant is: 
 

“To awaken all people  
to our need for a  

life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord  

Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip  

each one to become  
His fully-devoted follower.” 

   The enduring popularity of the spring Lenten Study groups has led the staff & Christian Education com-
mittee to wonder if a fall version might be possible too.  Short-term (6 weeks) studies give congregation 
members & friends a chance to gather at any choice of various locations & times to study the bible.  Friend-
ships are formed & strengthened in study groups.  The bible comes alive in interesting ways when we listen 
for God’s call together.  Since Summer or Advent studies seemed doomed,  
“Fall Together” was developed. 
 

     Timm High has written a study guide examining 6 of Jesus’ parables around 
the familiar & yet always challenging theme of “Who is My Neighbor?”  Groups will 
begin October 2nd & run through November 13th.  Study guides will be available in 
the Narthex, Art Gallery Hall & Welcome Center starting Sunday, October 2nd.  
Watch the bulletin for a list of available groups.  Would you like to host or lead a 

group?  Contact Seph Kumer or Britney Knight in the 
church office. 
 

     Study alone, or study in a group.  But remember it 
is better to “Fall Together” than “Fall Apart”.  

Worship in October  
     Worship in October finds us wor-
shiping God in the name of Jesus 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. with an hour of spiritu-

al formation opportunities in between, in the midst 
of Ordinary Time, or Sundays after Pentecost. We 
will be celebrating the sacrament of communion on 
October 2nd, World Communion Sunday. 
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   Clerk’s Corner ~ August 2016 
 

At the stated meeting on September 19th the Session: 
 

 Welcomed Britney Knight to our staff as the new Director of Youth and Family Ministry. 
 

 Heard a request from Deb Loney, president of the Board of Trustees, that session would 
consider First Covenant participation in the Erie Gives program in the future. 

 

 Heard a report from Geoff Ginader, PNC co-chair, about the progress the committee is making in the 
pastor search and discussed the recent announcement that Rev. High would not be nominated by the 
committee to be our next installed pastor. 

 

 Heard a report from elder Scott Sesler and the ad hoc committee that has been exploring options for 
dealing with the Tiffany Landscape Window on the second floor of the Christian education building.   A 
representative from Sotheby has given an auction estimate of $250,000 – 350,000 and perhaps consider-
ably more for the window. Session approved a motion to remove the window and send it to Sotheby’s in 
New York City for inclusion in their December auction devoted to works by Tiffany Studios.  

 

 Approved a motion calling for a special meeting of the corporation to be held on Sunday, October 9, 
2016 immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  The stated purpose of the meeting is to 
hear and act upon a report of the Nominating Committee to fill two unexpired terms on the Board of 
Trustees. 
 

W.D. Holmes 
Clerk of Session 

Sunday Supper!   
     September meals were prepared and served by Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church, The Cathedral of St. Paul, and Millcreek Community Church.  Thank 
you to the many people who offer prayers, resources, food preparation and volunteer time 
to serve these meals.  Without a committed group of volunteers, this ministry would not  
occur.  We are blessed that Gannon University is back in full operation and several students 
from the University are coming to volunteer.   
 

     October is a five Sunday month during which we anticipate serving nearly 700 guests.  The fifth Sunday 
of the month is usually very busy and we will need extra volunteers and extra food on that date.  If you have 
missed out on this ministry opportunity, please know you are always welcome to come and serve.  Contact 
Pat Tracy (864-6118,  tptracy72@gmail.com) to volunteer or for additional information. 

     At the September Session meeting, a motion was approved to consign the 

Tiffany window on the second floor to Sotheby’s December Tiffany auction.  

Session believes that this resource can be transformed into a means for ex-

panding God’s work and mission here at First Covenant.  The window will be 

removed in October, repaired as needed, and shipped to New York City.  The 

responsible auction estimate for the window is $250,000 to $350,000, with the 

potential for well beyond this range.  The church will pay a 4% commission to 

Sotheby’s as well as be responsible for the de-installation and shipping costs.  

Sotheby’s will handle all of the marketing for the window, reaching out to se-

lect clientele worldwide.  There are copies of past auction catalogues in the 

church library that exhibit these efforts that are well worth your time to exam-

ine.  There are still many details to be worked out.  Questions can be directed 

to Scott Sesler at 453-4905 or scott.sesler@gmail.com. 

Tiffany Window 
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Welcome Britney Knight!! 
Dear Friends and Family of First Covenant,  
 

     It is an honor to be a part of the staff at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant as the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries!  I would like to extend my gratitude to all of those who were involved in the 
search and interview process. It has been a pleasure getting to know those who serve at First Covenant. You 
have some truly wonderful and Holy Spirit-filled leaders in your church. I have enjoyed receiving tours and 
learning the history of not only First Covenant but of the city of Erie as well!  Thank you to all of you who 
have dropped by the church to greet me—you have made me feel welcome in this place!  
 

     I would just like to introduce myself to you. I am originally from Mars, PA, a small town north of Pitts-
burgh.  After graduating from Mars Area High School, I attended California University of Pennsylvania 
where I studied Psychology and Dance.  It was during the year following college that I felt God was leading 
me elsewhere.  Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and a few spiritual mentors, I enrolled at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary as a Master of Divinity Student in September 2013.  One of my favorite and most 
formative experiences during my time in seminary was working at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh as 
the Chaplain Intern. I met children and families from around the world and saw how God was at work in 
their lives. It also allowed me to explore how we as Christians view suffering which has been a transforma-
tive part in my ministry. In June, I graduated from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and said hello to the 
city of Erie.  This summer I married my husband Zachary Knight, and we moved to a home in Harborcreek.   

 

     Enough about me! I look forward to meeting each and every one of you in the coming weeks.  Please 
keep your eye out for gathering opportunities for children, youth, parents, and grandparents! I cannot wait 
to learn from all of you and to see what God is up to at First Covenant and in the neighborhood. 
 

In God’s Grace, 
Britney L.V. Knight 

 
 
 

Nickname? Bip 
Favorite Color? Purple  
Favorite Candy? Twizzlers Pull n’ Peel 
Favorite Hobby? Dance and reading (I am currently  
                             rereading the Harry Potter Series!) 
Favorite Book? Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
Favorite Book of the Bible? Ecclesiastes  
Favorite Bible Verse? I have two! Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Psalm 27:4 
Favorite T.V. Show? I Love Lucy 
Most Played Song on iTunes? Out of the Woods by Taylor Swift 
Cat Person or Dog Person?  Dog person! My husband and I have a dog named Rayne.  
Favorite Sports Team?  Pittsburgh Pirates—Let’s go Bucs! 
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? Florence, Italy 
Morning or night person? I am a night owl through and through. I am known to pull a few all-nighters. 
Apple or Droid? APPLE. 
Coffee or Tea? 100% coffee—if I don’t have coffee in the morning, something is definitely wrong!! 

Who is Britney??? 

 

     Beverly Anne and David Doupe invite families with 
children in Pre K through 12th Grade 
to their home in Northeast for a day 
of grape picking, lawn games, and fellowship Saturday, October 8th, 2-4 PM.  Snacks, bever-
ages, and bags for the grapes will be provided! Wear jeans for comfort and for grape pick-
ing.  Enjoy the changing seasons and connect with others!  For the address and to RSVP, 
call Britney Knight at the Church Office, 456-4243 ext. 112. 

Family Fall Fun Day!   
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Want To Avoid The Flu? 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 
 

The PNC continues in discernment regarding the calling of our next installed pastor. 
 

     It is important to share with you a significant decision of the PNC regarding our search.  Guided by the 
congregational mission study and a process of discernment and prayer, we have determined that Pastor 
Timm High will not be nominated by the PNC for our next called pastor. 
 

     We have discussed this with Pastor Timm and although he is sad, he supports the PNC as we continue our 
work.  The PNC wants to thank Timm High for his excellent service with us.  To some, this decision will come 
as a disappointment.  Pastor Timm has served us well these four years, and certainly God has been glorified 
in much healing and fruitful ministry in our midst.  Timm will continue his search for what God is calling 
him to next as we (FPCC) continue our search for our next pastor. 
 

     To better understand why this decision was made and announced, Pastor Timm was called by Session to 
be an Interim Pastor for our congregation.  He was later reclassified as a Temporary Supply Pastor which en-
abled him to become a candidate once a PNC was formed.  It was expected that the interim work would be at 
least three years.  The PNC received his PIF and considered him as a candidate along with all others for a sig-
nificant period of time.  The PNC decision is that PNC will not nominate Pastor Timm for our next called pas-
tor.  That decision we feel is spirit-guided and the result of discerning the degree of fit of each candidate 
with the criteria we have for our next pastor.  The decision was announced to enable both Timm and the PNC 
to continue the search for what's next.  The decision marks an important step for us as a congregation as we 
can now expect that our next pastor will be someone new. 
 

Here are some points of interest about our Pastor Nominating Process:  
 

     (Prayer throughout) Members pray at home and in-committee, and we feel and  
appreciate prayers and support of the whole congregation, presbytery, and from the 
candidates as we seek to answer:  "To what and with whom is God calling us to Minis-
try?"  (Wide and Long Search)  We have received now over 100 Personal Information 
Forms (PIFs) from pastors, track each candidate with a unique number, and make information accessible 
across devices by secure cloud storage and email (high tech organization!) Initial review is both quantitative 
and qualitative with each member ranking PIF's across many criteria to include, for example, exact number of 
competency matches, experience, education, essay question answers, statements of faith, and even 'gut 
feel'.  (selective) most candidates don't make it beyond initial review although all candidates are considered 
in committee some on several occasions (on the line) Since the committee is 'on the line' to find a new pas-
tor, we are literally 'on the line' with pastors by phone and by Skype video calls to conduct long distance in-
terviews.  (diligent)  We work diligently sometimes twice a week meeting, and we perform due diligence 
checking backgrounds and references of candidates.  (confident) We trust in God and are confident he will 
guide us, and we are confidential in matters of employment of pastors. Sorry, we can share interesting points 
about our process, but we can't speak or share about individual candidates or their identities.  (meeting with 
candidates) We have arranged several face to face meetings and worship service visits in Erie with candidates 
so we meet formally and informally as well as arrange to  
observe at nearby churches how they lead worship and preach.  
 

     Going ahead, it is possible that we will have a candidate to present to the congregation in the next 2 to 3 
months.  The congregation will get to hear him or her speak and each member present will vote. 
 

     We don't know all that God has in store for us, but we trust in his goodness and thank each of you for 
your love and service in faith. 

     On Sunday, October 9th after the 11:00 a.m. worship service, your Deacons are spon-
soring a flu shot clinic given by representatives of Walgreen’s in the Welcome Center.  
Look for more information in the bulletins, on the church webpage & Facebook or contact 
Deacon Moderator, Mary Ann Sesler with any questions at 490-9629 or 
masesler@gmail.com. 
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Things to know ~ 
 

 The Faith Formation hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 for Children, Youth & 
Adults.  Grab a coffee or juice in the parlor on your way to study  

       classes! 
 

 There are many opportunities for our children’s growth & learning in music & Faith Formation with 
teachers Greg Cooper & Monty Service.  Younger & older children will alternate with music & Bible les-
sons. 

 

 Middle School & High School Students will meet for Bible Study on the Third Floor with Nancy Irwin. 
 

 For adult Faith Formation, 
 ~ Timm High will lead Bible Study related to weekly sermons, 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
 ~ Bill Holmes will lead Bible Study on the Lessons from Joshua, 2nd floor Witherspoon Room. 
 ~ Bill Sesler will lead video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor 
   room 116. 
 

 There is childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during Sunday School hour & 11am worship. 
 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to classrooms on 
the second floor. Children's worship provides age appropriate worship & learning for children age 4—
grade 5.   

 

 In late October, youth will begin rehearsals for a new Advent Christmas Pageant. 
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Sunday Faith Formation  

 

Sunday Fellowship  

     Can you help visit with Gannon students as they walk past the church on a 
Friday night this fall?  Two congregation members are needed on each Friday to 
greet & chat, plus hand out hot dogs & bottled water for an hour or two…   
TGIF dates for the fall are:  October 7 & 28 at 10:00 p.m.  Take a nap! Join the 
fun! Sign up with campus ministers Kyle Schumacher & Abby Blankenship or 
Marlene Spires. 

TGIF-Thank God it’s Franks!  

Every Sunday we enjoy Fellowship in the Parlor after both services.  Thank you to members who have volun-
teered to serve as hosts the last several months.  Refreshments have been wonderful & delicious!!  Much  
appreciation to Vince Palermo and Renee Tomlinson, Linda & John Majewski, Danielle & Steve Osborn,    
Beverly & David Doupe, Scott & Mary Ann Sesler, the Irwin family, the Tauber family, Sheila Sweet & the VBS 

team, Lauren Fabich and Derek Sweet, Kristen & Patrick Headley, Christian Education 
Committee, Mission Committee,  Personnel Committee, the Deacons & Seph Kumer.  
Special thanks to members of the Fellowship Committee whose efforts support this 
weekly celebration: Mary Ann Sesler, Sue Magee, Lorie Fritts & Elder, Sandra Herman.  
An extra special thanks to John Lindner who often arrives on Sunday with Wegman's 
delicacies!  
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Four Received Bibles 

   Interested in helping others?  If so, please con-
tact Vic Glembocki at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many guests they see 

daily at the City Mission Kitchen, 
1023 French St. the first Thursday 
of every month between 10:00 
a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

October’s date is the 6th! 

Volunteers Needed! Try One New Thing 

     As has been the tradition for many years, the church presented NRSV Children’s Bibles from Abingdon 
Press to second graders in September.  Also included with the Bibles were copies of a parent’s guide to help-
ing children read the Bible to discover the depth of God’s love, the adventure of following Jesus & the prom-
ise of God’s presence.  Know a second-grader (or older) who has not yet received a Bible?  Contact Director 
of Youth & Family Ministries Britney Knight in the church office & she will be sure to schedule a presenta-
tion during worship! 

 
 

Music & Worship...Things to Come  

 On the 30th anniversary  
of his ordination  
& Bible Sunday,  

Timm shows children the Bible 
he received in 1962. 

A BUDGET COACH is needed for the Financial  
Literacy Program at Inter-Church Ministries.   
Training & tools are provided.  Please contact Diane 
Edwards at 454-2411 for more  
details.  A great way to work one-
on-one with someone who needs 
help managing household  
expenses. 

     The Music & Worship committee moved that a collection of children’s hats & mittens, 
for the benefit of children attending Sunday Suppers & other church events, be permit-
ted in conjunction with “Christmas with First Covenant” service on Sunday, December 
11th, 2016.  The Committee also moved that a collection of children’s toys be permitted 
in conjunction with the children’s Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 18th. 
 

The Music & Worship committee moved to establish the following times & locations for 
the following:  
 

 Christmas Eve ~ Saturday, December 24, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 Christmas Day ~ One service of worship on Sunday, December 25, 2016 11:00 a.m. in 
McBrier Chapel 

 New Year’s Day ~ One service of worship on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

During the 11:00 a.m. service,  
Timm also presented Bibles to  

Giuliana Steiner, Delaney  
Vilushis & Nathan Cooper. 

Timm presented Bibles to  
Jackson Ginader during the 
8:30 a.m. worship service on  

September 18th. 
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Visit our website at www.Firstcovenanterie.org 

Mission News  
October Take12 ~ Once again, during the month of October, the Mission Committee is 

cooperating with Inter-Church Ministries in their annual COATS FOR KIDS drive. Please 
place new or clean, gently used winter coats in the bin at the 7th St. entrance. All sizes are 
needed.  They will be delivered to needy children throughout the county. 
 

Thanks ~ to everyone who worked at and participated in the BLOCK PARTY. It is a won-

derful outreach - over 600 people attended.  A special thanks to Jackie and Kevin for the great picnic food, 
to Linda Althof for securing the “Breeze Band”, and Dale Sweet for Chairing the whole thing. 
 

A Big Thanks ~ to everyone who participated in the Mission and Ministries Fair. It was fun and well at-

tended. We hope many of you found a way to “Try One New Thing” as the Fall season begins. 
 

Try One New Thing ~ The folks at Erie City Mission are looking for men or women proficient in Wood-

working or Automobile Mechanics, Cooking or Sewing to help teach those skills to teenage kids in a Win-
ter Class. For details, contact Rose Marie Lackey at the City Mission (ph. 452-4421 ext.226) 

More Thank You’s  

   Thank you to all who cooked, served meals & 
prepared desserts for the “emergency” meals we 
served while Emmaus Soup Kitchen was closed for 
renovations.  What a blessing this congregation is 
to those in need in downtown Erie.   

    

     Joy and peace   
              ~ Pat Tracy 

Thank you to the MANY, MANY, MANY hearts, smiles, hands and 
feet who welcomed neighbors, prepared and served picnic food, 
played with children, set-up and cleaned up, or in any other way 

planned or assisted with Wednesday’s Block Party.  Thank God for 
the sunshine and presence of the Holy Spirit.  Thanks to Smith’s Pro-
visions for a great deal on hot dogs.  Be sure to check out additional 

photos on the church’s Facebook page to see the largest crowd of 
smiling neighbors, students and church support ever! 

Special thanks to Rick Skrbin, Covenant Preschool Board President, 
the Alpha Sigma Tau and Phi Sigma Sigma sororities and Gannon 

faculty and staff who worked through heavy rain to spread 10 yards 
of bark mulch on the church playground during (Gannon’s Invitation 

to Volunteer Everywhere) GIVE Day September 17th! 

Dear Covenant, 
 

   Thank you to the Bereavement 
Committee, Timm, staff & volun-
teers who were so supportive on 
the day of  Bob’s memorial ser-
vice.  It was so meaningful for me and my family 
to be so lovingly cared for by our church family.   
 

      With love 
              ~ Pat Dietly  
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Our Neighbors’ Place 

     Another school year has begun for Covenant Preschool.  You can see the kids enjoying 
the playground and the preschool hallways decorated with their colorful and fun projects.   
If you get a chance to go out to the playground, the preschool participated in the Gannon 
Gives Day on Saturday, September 17th, many THANKS to the Gannon students, Rick 
Skrbin (Preschool Board President), Mark Bober (preschool parent), and Mr. Kumer for 
helping make this happen.  The students replaced a few of the railroad ties, pulled weeds, 

laid mulch and power washed the equipment.  
 

     Pastor Timm is back again to read to the preschool students on Wednesday mornings.  We are not sure 
who enjoys it more...Timm or the children! At the end of the month, the preschool will be walking the halls 
in our Halloween costumes and having a school parade. 
 

     We still have a few openings in our classes.  It is never too late to join preschool!  If you have any ques-
tions, need an application, or would like a 
tour of the preschool, you can call the  
Director, Lisa Hiegel at 456-4243. 

Covenant Preschool 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  
and with all your mind and with all your strength.   

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.”   
Mark 12:30-31 

 

     Our Neighbors’ Place, overflow shelter for those without homes, will begin the 2016-2017 season on  
November 9th – 23rd in Knox Hall at FPCC.  It is hard to believe we are beginning year five of this ministry,  
& we are so very thankful for all of the congregational support that has been given in the past.   
 

     As preparations begin for another opportunity to help those in need, there are several ways you can be    
involved in this ministry: 
 Pray for the ministry 

 Offer financial support 

 Volunteer for a four hour shift (7:00 – 11:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m. – 3:00 a.m., 3:00 – 7:00 a.m.) Dale Sweet is 
organizing the volunteer schedule (shedal68@gmail.com, 898-3417) 

 Prepare & serve a meal for 50 guests.  Dates available as of this writing are Nov. 18, 19, 20 & 22.  Pat 
Tracy is scheduling meals (864-6118, tptracy72@gmail.com) 

 Volunteer for set up on November 9th and/or tear down on November 23rd from 8:00 am – noon.  Both 
men & women are needed for moving cots & organizing the kitchen & toiletries.  Sign up with Dale Sweet 
(898-3417, shedal68@gmail.com) 

 Purchase items from the Giving Trees.  Trees will be ready during October & items can be placed in the 
bins at the “T” in the hall.  Please note that refrigerated items are date sensitive & appropriate dates are 
on the tree tags. 

 Donate gently used coats, hats, scarves & gloves. We are reducing the clothing given away because much 
of it is left on the racks or left behind when guests accumulate more than they can carry with them. 

 Set up the clothing area in the Discovery Room on Monday, November 7th noon – 4:00.  
Sign up with Pat Tracy (864-6118, tptracy72@gmail.com)  Purchase new men’s boxers 
as they are always needed. 

 

     One or two people cannot make this a successful ministry, but this congregation, work-
ing together with everyone doing what they can, can create a powerful ministry to show 
Christ’s love to those in need.  We look forward to partnering in ministry with you. 

 

       Joy and peace,  
        ~ Dale & Pat 

mailto:shedal68@gmail.com
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
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Meet Your Kirk House Friends 
      

The Campus Ministry Committee invites you to extend a warm welcome to all college students  
you may meet as we continue to support the spiritual discipline of hospitality. I 
f you would like to become more involved with the mission to college students,  

through attending events, discipleship, or inviting students for dinner,  
please talk to Abby, Kyle, Seph or Marlene Spires. 

Baylee Ford ~  
1st year graduate student  
Doctor/Physical Therapy  
Fun Fact: I go by my middle 
name. 

Jacob D. Bonk ~ Senior 
Mechanical Engineering  
Fun fact: My 2 favorite things to 
do are fish & play drums. 

Laura Umek ~ Senior  
Physician Assistant  
Fun Fact: I am very passionate 
about social justice issues such 
as fair trade, global water sani-
tation & human trafficking. 

Megan G Schoming ~ 
1st year graduate student 
Physical Therapy DPT 
Fun Fact: I love listening to  
Celtic Women & Irish music! 

Tinotenda Sanhenga ~ 
Graduate student  
Zimbabwe, Africa  
Masters, Health Communication  
Fun Fact: Enjoys traveling & 
meeting new people 

Priscilla Thomas ~ Junior  
Pre-med Bio major 
Sterling Heights MI 
Fun Fact: I can’t touch my toes! 

Hannah Christine Thomas ~ 
Graduate Student 
Sterling Heights, MI 
Doctorate Physical Therapy 
Fun Fact: I’m married! 

Katie Walters ~ Junior  
Psychology  
Johnstown, PA  
Fun Fact: I have never bought a 
lottery ticket! 

Abby Blankenship ~ 2nd year  
Kirk House Campus Minister 
Aliquippa, PA  
Fun Fact: Binge watching on 
Netflix 

Kyle Schumacher ~ 1st year  
Kirk House Campus Minister 
Kent, Ohio  
Fun Fact: Passionate about pull-
ing people out of their comfort 
zones. 
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Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director ~ Covenant Preschool 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook, Weeknight Host 

Britney Knight, Director.Youth & Family Ministry 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director Community Ministry 

Andy Lancaster, Host 

Rev. Stephen E. Morse, Parish Assistant 

JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Administrator 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist & Choirmaster 

Morgan Wood, Nursery Attendant 

Church Staff 
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   Have you moved?  Have a new phone number or 
email address?  If you’ve changed any personal 
information, please update your church records 
by contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 
joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org  

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Articles Due by:  
Monday, October 17th 

 
Mailed on:  

Tuesday, October 25th 

November Issue… 

AMS 

Picture of the Month ... 

 

Rev. Timm High, Moderator of Session 

William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2019 
Howard Copen 

Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 
 

 

Class of 2018 
Bill Tauber 

Ron Fabich 

Bob Chambers 
 

 

 
 

Class of 2017 
Deborah Loney 

Lisa Ferrick 

Mark Wells 

M. Buzz Tarno 

 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 
 

Class of 2017 
  Deborah Bernardini 

Lorie Fritts 

Virginia Hey 

Bert Hibbler-Taylor 

Phyllis Zdaniewski 

 

Elders   
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 
 

 

Class of 2017 
Nancy Irwin 

Rebecca Stoczynski 

Linda Majewski 

Gregory Cooper 

Allen Sheasley 

Church Officers 

Numbers listed below  
now include  

pledge & non-pledge revenue combined  
 

Budget - $282,769 
Actual -  $285,744 

The  
Communion Table  

will be set for you on...  
“World Communion Sunday” 

October 2nd. 

Covenant's Laura Taylor making lovely music  
at the Neighborhood Art House's  

annual fundraiser! 
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