
 

Sunday, Sept. 4th ~ 8:30 & 10:00 am 

~ Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

 Hebrews 10.19-25 

“Living In Community” 

Abby Blankenship & Kyle Schumacher 
 

Sunday, Sept. 11th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ Communion ~ 

Philemon 1.1-21 

“Being Useful” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Sept. 18th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
~ Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

John 5.1-9 

“Do You Want To Be Made Well?” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, Sept. 25th ~ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

~ Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Readings From The Song of Solomon 

“Love To Lover ” 

Rev. Timm High 
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The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

*Nursery Available 

at both services 

“One New Thing in 2016-17”  
is the theme for  

the September 11th Mission & Ministry Expo.   
The Mission, Education & Fellowship Committees  

are asking you to explore  
how you can use your gifts & talents  

to serve others through  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant...  

God's people grow in faith by serving.   
Come enjoy some light refreshments  

& a room full of displays  
about the mission & ministry of FPCC  

following the 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. worship services.  
We are a church family with so many  

gifts, talents & abilities!   
Use YOURS in one new capacity during the coming year!   
Every opportunity will be coded with icons representing  

~ art/crafting 
~ building/constructing  

~ music/worship 
~ cooking/kitchen  
~ giving/donating  

~ kids  
~ college  

~ neighborhood  
& more so you can easily see   

where your gifts match up  
to the church's mission/ministry needs. 

 

Hope to see you there!!! 
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     To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant, greetings; 
 

     Paul writes to the church in Philemon’s house in Colossae. Onesimus is an  
escaped slave of Philemon who had encountered and befriended Paul while Paul 
was in prison (probably Ephesus). Paul sends Onesimus back to Philemon with this letter, requesting him to 
receive Onesimus as a brother in Christ, not as a slave. It testifies to Paul’s conviction that reconciliation be-
tween persons is the heart of the gospel because of what God has done in the person of Jesus Christ. How do 
you think Philemon responded? 
 

    Thank you for the privilege of being your temporary supply pastor.  May this find you doing the best you 
can in all that you do with all you have, given God’s help, amidst the challenges & comforts that come your                                                                  

way.                    
 

         Be Well...Timm 
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Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
     To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our 
sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in 
your house; 
     Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
     When I remember you always in my prayers, I always 
thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and 
your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, and be-

cause the hearts of the saints have ben refreshed through you, my brother. 
     For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather 
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that 
is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your 
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order 
that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was sepa-
rated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a 
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
     So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in 
any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will 
repay it. I say nothing about you owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I say. 
     One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your prayers to be restored to 
you. 
     Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in the Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 
     The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

                                                       Philemon 1.1-25 

Reflecting                
on 

Faith,  
Hope & Love 

     *Ron High, father of Timm High, died on August 21, 2016 in Duluth, MN, his hometown. He was 

the husband of Mary Louise & the father of Chuck, Steve, Karen, Randy, & Christopher in addition to 

Timm, as well as a Grandfather twelve times & a Great-Grandfather five times (plus two on the way). 

A memorial service was held at the Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Duluth, MN, 

on Saturday, August 27, at 11am (Central Time). Timm is grateful for your prayers 

for him & his family." Memorials can be made to Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 

4430 McCulloch St. Duluth, MN 55804 
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*Please pray regularly 
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 August 21, 2016 ~ 
 . 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for God’s 

healing presence  
for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes: 
Robert Dietly, Debra 

Dauer & Gordon  
Osborn. 

 
 

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  
regularly for the  

mission & ministry of 
First Presbyterian 

Church of the  
Covenant. 

 
John Scepura for the 

installation of the cold 
water drinking foun-

tains on Knox Landing & 
outside of the Parlor. 

 
The members of the 

Pastor Nominating Com-
mittee who continue to 
meet weekly, discerning 

God’s leading in the 
name of Jesus through 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit to identify our 

next pastor. 
 

The members of the 
membership commit-
tee: Andrew Spriegel, 
Pat Bieber, Sandy Her-
man, Lorie Fritts, Judy 

Glembocki, Sheila Sweet 
& Tim Tracy for their 

faithful work with new 
members. 

 
Those who have made a 
commitment to finan-
cially supported the 

mission and ministry of 
God in the name of  
Jesus through the  

power of the Holy Spirit 
within FPCC during 

2016. 
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Congratulations & Good Luck  

If you notice an incorrect or missing birthday  
or one that is listed that should no longer be there,  

please help us by calling the church office  
at 456-4243 so that we can update our records.   

Thank you! 

The  
Communion Table  
will be set for you... 

September 11th. 

19   Sophia Ginader 
       Mark Gorman 
 

21   Deanna Lindner 
       Kennedy Hildebrand 
 

22   Jennifer Koebe 
 

23   Janet Coryell 
       Howard Copen 
 

24   Lanny Dow - Ross 
 

25   William Cowell 
       Fleda Ferraro 
       John Gorman 
       Sandra Herman 
       David Young 
       Chelten Smith 
 

26   Marian Sundback 
 

27   Margaret Herrod 
       Chad Vilushis 
       Preston White 
 

28   Ava Schnell 
       Patrick Headley 
 

30   Katherine McKinley 
      Debra Johnson 
      Kelli Wienecke 

  

1     Mary Ann Sesler 
       Lina Thomas 
 

2  Seph Kumer 
  Xavier Stollatis 
       Caroline Estrich 
 

3     Andrew Spriegel 
       Jennifer Sesler 
 

4     Carol Beach 
 

5     Velma Gunselman 
       Richard Long 
 

6     Lynne Linhart 
 

7     Alverna Jones 
 

8     Madeline Robertson 
       Judy Stollatis 
 

10   Shirley Nelson 
 

12   Mary McDonald 
       Nancy Cross 
 

13   Georgeta Bogdan 
       Jessica Jung 
 

14   John Kloss 
 

15   Ryan Sesler 
 

16   Joseph Kumer 
 

18   John Leretsis 

Happy  
Birthday! 

We wish to extend to Steve & Carol Skinner  
a congratulations & good luck  

as Steve has accepted a position  
at First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood in 

Greenwood, SC. 

The church office  
will be closed  

Labor Day, 
Monday, September 5th,  

to enjoy  
the last unofficial day 

of summer.  
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Say Hello to Diana Rhodes ... 

 

Study on Parables 

Worship in September  
     Worship in September finds us worshiping God 
in the name of Jesus through the power of the Holy 
Spirit on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
on September 4th, and 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. be-
ginning on September 11th, in the midst of Ordinary 
Time, or Sundays after Pentecost.  
 

* We will be celebrating  
the sacrament of communion on September 11th. 

     Beginning on Sunday, October 2nd and continuing through November 
13th, there will be a seven week preaching and teaching study of the  
Parables from Luke entitled “Who Is My Neighbor?”.  
 

The parables that will be a part of the study will be: 
  ~ Luke 10.25-37………The Good Samaritan 
  ~ Luke 5.27-39 ………..Parable of Cloth and Wineskins 
  ~ Luke 13.6-9………….Parable of Fig Tree In The Vineyard 
  ~ Luke 14.12-24………Parable of The Great Dinner 
  ~ Luke 15.1-32 ………..Parables of The Lost Sheep, Coin, Sons 
  ~ Luke 16.19-31………Parable of Rich Man And Lazarus 
  ~ Luke 20.9-19 ………..Parable of Tenants In The Vineyard 
 

     There will be a study guide available for individual or small group use and it will also be offered on Sun-
day mornings, Tuesday evenings and Wednesday mornings at FPCC.  

Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

     Timm’s class on Sunday mornings beginning  
September 11th will resume reading through the 
Book of Luke.  You’re invited to bring your Bible & 
reflect on what this particular gospel writer was 
seeking to share with his community of faith & ours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The group that meets on Wednesday mornings 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. will resume reading through 
the Acts of the Apostles on September 7th. 

Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church  

of the Covenant is: 
 

“To awaken all people  
to our need for a  

life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord  

Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip  

each one to become  
His fully-devoted follower.” 

 Joined ~ Sunday, August 14th 
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   Clerk’s Corner ~ August 2016 
 

At the stated meeting on August 15th the Session: 
 

 Approved a request from the deacons for a special offering to be collected on September 
25th to the support Laundry Love Fund.  This offering assists our guests at Our Neigh-
bor’s Place in getting laundry done at Denny’s Laundry. 

 

 Acted to call a special meeting of the congregation and corporation for Sunday October 2, 
2016 immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is to act on 
a motion to amend the by-laws of the congregation and corporation to explicitly allow virtual attendance 
at meetings of the session and trustees.  This action is a follow-up to the overture which originated with 
our session and was taken to the recent General Assembly in Portland. 

 

 Elected elders David Doupe and Scott Sesler as our commissioners to the September meeting of Lake 
Erie Presbytery. 

 

 Concurred with trustees to approve replacing the sign at the 6th Street entrance with a new digital sign. 
 

 Approved the following as teachers for various classes starting in September: Greg Cooper, Linda Majew-
ski, Geoff Ginader, Lauren Fabich, Nancy Irwin, Timm High, Bill Sesler, and Bill Holmes. 

 
       W.D. Holmes 
       Clerk of Session 

    

     The PNC continues in discernment regarding the 
calling of our next installed pastor.  To date we have 
received and are in various stages of considering 
Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from approxi-
mately 80 pastors.  The committee has concluded 
that the majority of these candidates are not the 
one that the Spirit is leading us to.  Several of PIFs 
are new within the past week and are just being 
read and discussed for the first time.  We have had 
one or more telephone or skype conversations with 
a number of candidates, some of whom are very 
promising.  We hope to arrange several face-to-face 
meetings and worship service visits in the near fu-
ture.   
 

Please continue to hold the 
committee, pastoral candi-

dates and the entire congre-
gation in your prayers. 

PNC  Update 

A Bible for Your Child?  

   Interested in helping others?  If 
so, please contact Vic Glembocki 
at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many 
guests they see daily at the City 
Mission Kitchen, 1023 French St. the first Thursday 
of every month between 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

September date is the 8th! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Numbers listed below  
now include  

pledge & non-pledge revenue combined  
 

Budget - $253,004 
Actual -  $254,859 

     Bibles will be presented to second graders dur-
ing the 11:00 worship service on September 18th. 
These are perfect for use during worship & Sunday 
School.  If you have a child without a Bible from the 
church, in 2nd 
grade or higher, 
please contact 
Seph Kumer in the 
office to sign up 
for the presenta-
tion. 
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WELCOME CAMPUS MINISTER, KYLE SCHUMACHER! 

 

Blood Donors needed...sign up! 
    Once again you have the opportunity to support 

the Deacon sponsored blood drive & save a life 
when the Community Blood Bank Blood Mobile 

returns to our church parking lot  
on Saturday, September 17th,  

from 8:00 a.m. until Noon.  
Please sign up with  

Tim Campbell  
by calling him at  
(814) 397-8570.  

     Kyle Schumacher is our new Campus Minister joining Abby Blakenship who 
returns for her second year at FPCC.   
 

     Kyle moved into the Kirk House on August 2 and immediately jumped into the 
life of FPCC with a Campus Ministry Work Group meeting on Thursday and Work 
at the Kirk on Saturday!  Kyle introduced himself to the congregation and told 
about his battle with God that led him to Erie, Gannon University and FPCC.   
 

     Kyle comes to us from Kent Ohio where he lived with his mother, Mel Schu-
macher, who works for Habitat for Humanity, his dad, Ted Schumacher, who has 
worked  in Campus Ministry at Kent State University for the last 30 years and his 
brother, Kent Schumacher who is moving to Ashville, NC for work.  Kyle's brother 

visited him on Friday, August 5th and his parents visited on Saturday, August 6th.   
 

     Kyle graduated from Kent State with a Bachelors degree in Recreation and Park Management.  While in 
college, Kyle was involved in Navigators and CCO leading Bible Studies and doing Discipleship.  He has 
worked as a camp counselor and then for two years as a youth minister in Boswell, PA.  Kyle also spent 3 
months in Peru where he lived with a host family while he taught English as a Second Language and worked 
in a warehouse. 
 

     Kyle is clear that he is not happy working behind a desk and is passionate about pulling people out of 
their comfort zones.  Those of us who have gotten to know Kyle would quickly describe him as out going 
and a people person. 
 

     A high energy person, Kyle likes to ride bikes, go on hikes , work outs, and participating in any type of 
sports.  He can be reflective as well.  He reads, most recently, Lord of the Rings book series and Unashamed 
by Lecrae.  He loves movies and TV.  Some of his favorite movies include The Bourne Trilogy, Star Wars, and 
Shawshank Redemption.  His TV faves include Person of Interest, Scrubs, and Gotham. 
 

     His music preferences are varied and include all types with the exception of country.  His playlist in-
cludes Lecrae, NEEDTOBREATHE, Toby Mac, The Temptations, Stevie Wonder and Taylor Swift. 
 

     Kyle describes his vision for TKH as a place where people are welcomed, loved and shown Jesus Christ 
through our actions and words. ..a house that is committed to serving the community around us and Gan-
non for the sake of the Gospel! 
 

     Kyle and Abby will need your help and support this year.  The Fall semester events calendar is ambi-
tious.  Any chance you find to encourage them, reach out to Gannon students and make Kyle feel "at home" 
in Erie would be greatly appreciated.  If you see Kyle in the halls or at worship, please introduce yourself 
and welcome him to "the caring church in the heart of the city.! 

     Can you help visit with Gannon students as they 
walk past the church on a Friday night this fall?  2 
congregation members are needed on each Friday 
to greet and chat, plus hand out hot dogs and bot-
tled water for an hour or 
two…  TGIF dates for the 
fall are:  September 9, 23 
& 30 plus October 7 & 28 
at 10:00 p.m.  Take a nap! 
Join the fun! Sign up with 
new campus minister 
Kyle Schumacher, Abby 
Blankenship or Marlene 

TGIF-Thank God it’s Franks!  

John Mack donating  
at a previous drive!!! 
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Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes… 

How do you measure, measure a year? 

 

     The lyrics to "Seasons of Love",  the signature song of the Broadway musical, 
RENT ask us this important question.  Now multiply that by 30 years...15,768,000 
minutes...and apply that to Pastor Timm High who on September 28 marks the 30th 
anniversary of his ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament. 
The lyrics ask what the proper way is to quantify the value of a year in human life 
concluding in the chorus that the most effective means is to measure in love. 
 

     And so on September 18, the congregation of FPCC will acknowledge and cele-
brate 30 seasons of Timm's love in ministry. 
 

     Timm was ordained on September 28, 1986 at the Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
in Duluth, MN, his home congregation.  Timm left Duluth to attend school at the 
Pittsburgh Seminary (PTS)  along with his young family, Seth, age 6 & Ashley, age 1.  
The family lived on campus in married student housing where, by coincidence, he 
met Fairview Presbyterian Church pastor, Chuck Cammarata and his wife Donna.   
While in Seminary, Timm served The Presbyterian Church of Sewickly as a seminary student assistant for one 
year and then served as the student supply pastor of the Northminister Presbyterian Church of Avalon for 
three years. 
 

     From there, Timm was called to serve the Community Presbyterian Church in Marcellus, NY.   Timm left 
parish ministry for 3.5 years living in Santa Barbara, CA .  He returned to the work of full-time ministry in 
July, 2005 at the First Presbyterian Church of Sidney, OH until November, 2007 when he was called to serve 
the Robinson Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, NC and to serve the Presbytery of Charlotte until September , 
2012 when he was called to FPCC. 
 

     A common thread in Timm's ministry seems to be working with churches in conflict and following long 
term pastorates.  Timm has indicated that he believes the conflicts in his life have helped prepare him for 
serving congregations who have experienced conflict. 
 

     This was clearly true in his call to FPCC.  While helping us work through our conflict, we learned of his 
skill as a teacher, his constant questioning of "Where is God" in this plan? and "How did the Holy Spirit sur-
prise you this week? and his making connections between the Word and our decisions as the body of Christ . 
Asking the hard questions while providing powerful faith formation, Timm has created an environment that 
supported the creation of Our Neighbors' Place and Sunday Suppers, and resulted in a strengthening of Col-
lege Ministry, a commitment to hospitality to our neighbors, the introduction of monthly access to Commun-
ion and a heart for listening to congregants' vision of the mission of FPCC. 
 

     15,768,000 minutes...we thank you, Timm, for the privilege of being part of your 30 seasons of love of 
God as seen in your ministry.  Congratulations!  And may this season of your life find you doing the best you 
can in all that you do with all that you have, given God's help, amidst the challenges and comforts that come 
YOUR way! 

     I was able to witness a group of teenagers take part in a work project to serve others.  This was the Liber-
ty Presbyterian Church Youth Group in Ohio.  They were partnered with the First Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant’s “Neighbor to Neighbor” program.   
     These young people went into Cindy Kennedy’s home.  Their director, Mark, supervised their work as 
they painted walls & did yard work.   
     All of the work was done with enthusiasm & wanting to serve God.  I was so impressed!  I felt like I had 
received a gift by being in their presence.     ~ Charlett Kohler, Erie 

Youth Group Inspires with Service to Others 
(as seen in the Erie Times News, August 1, 2016) 



PAGE 8 

THE COVENANT CHIMES VOLUME 32 NO. 5 VOLUME 33, NO. 9 
THE COVENANT CHIMES 

PAGE 8 

Call for a Special Meeting of the Congregation & Corporation 

 

Proposed By-Laws Changes 
     In August of 2015 the First Covenant session approved a motion to recommend an amendment to the 
Book of Order, G-3.0203 by adding the following sentence: “A session may vote to allow virtual attendance 
and participation, including voting rights, in meetings when appropriate technology is available.”  This ac-
tion then went before Lake Erie Presbytery, was endorsed, and eventually became an overture for considera-
tion by the General Assembly at its meeting in Portland, Oregon this past June.  The General Assembly voted 
the overture down largely on the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on the Constitution.  The Ad-
visory Committee argued that the amendment was not needed because the Book of Order already permits 
virtual attendance and Robert’s Rules not only permits virtual attendance, it spells out the technical require-
ments to be met in such a meeting. 

 

     The fact is that the Book of Order does not explicitly mention virtual attendance at meetings at all.  It 
does say that all meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order except when Rob-
ert’s is in contradiction to the Book of Order. While advocating for the defeat of the overture the Advisory 
Committee on the Constitution very strongly recommended that any congregation desiring to allow virtual 
attendance in meetings should explicitly provide for it in their by-laws.  Thus the session is proposing the 
following amendments to the by-laws to provide for virtual attendance in meetings of the session & trustees.   

     The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant calls for a special meeting of the congrega-
tion and corporation to be held on Sunday, October 2, 2016 in the sanctuary immediately following the 
11:00 a.m. worship service. The stated purpose of the meeting is to hear and act upon a motion from ses-
sion to amend the By-Laws of the Congregation and Corporation to explicitly allow for virtual attendance at 
meetings of the session or trustees.  
 

                          Rev. Timm High                W. D. Holmes 
                              Moderator               Clerk of Session 

 

Article IV 
 

Section 7(a) The quorum for a regular or special meeting of Session shall consist of the moderator and  
nine (9) ruling elders. 
 

 (b) Individual elders may participate and vote in Session meetings by electronic means when arrangements 
have been made and appropriate technology is available.  At a minimum this technology must allow all 
meeting participants to hear each other at the same time.  If video equipment is to be used, all must be able 
to see each other simultaneously as well. This provision does not authorize situations in which all considera-
tion of an issue is conducted and decisions are made entirely by email.   

By-Laws of the Congregation Proposed By-Law Amendment 

By-Laws of the Corporation Proposed By-Law Amendment 
Article IV 

 

Section 5(c). The quorum for a regular or special meeting of Trustees shall consist of one-third (1/3) of the 
members of the Trustees. 
 

Section 5 (d).  Individual trustees may participate and vote in Trustee meetings by electronic means when ar-
rangements have been made and appropriate technology is available.  At a minimum this technology must 
allow all meeting participants to hear each other at the same time.  If video equipment is to be used, all must 
be able to see each other simultaneously as well. This provision does not authorize situations in which all con-
sideration of an issue is conducted and decisions are made entirely by email.  
 

 Section 5 (e). Seven (7) days notice of special meetings shall be given unless waived by two-thirds (2/3) of 
the members of Trustees.  
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Our Whole Church Family Learns & Grows Together at FPCC: 

   The Sunday school year will begin with a gathering in Knox Hall  
as we meet to receive a blessing & a charge to teach & learn & grow together in Christ.   
The gathering in Knox Hall is set for 9:30 am Sunday, September 11th.  See you there! 

 

Things to know….. 
 

 The Sunday School hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 for Children, Youth & Adults.  Grab a coffee or juice in the 
parlor on your way to study classes! 

 

 There are many opportunities for our children’s growth & learning in music & Sunday School with teach-
ers Greg Cooper & Monty Service.  Younger & older children will alternate with music & Bible lessons. 

 

 Middle School & High School Students will meet for Sunday School Bible Study on the Third Floor with 
Nancy Irwin. 

 

 For adult Sunday School, 
 ~ Timm High will lead Bible Study related to weekly sermons, 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
 ~ Bill Holmes will lead Bible Study on the Lessons from Joshua, 2nd floor Witherspoon Room. 
 ~ Bill Sesler will lead video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor 
   room 117. 
 

 There is childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during Sunday School hour & 11am worship. 
 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to classrooms on 
the second floor.  Children's worship will begin on September 18th with Geoff Ginader lead-
ing. Children's worship provides age appropriate worship & learning for children age 4—grade 5.   

 

 In late October, youth will begin rehearsals for a new Advent Christmas Pageant. 
 

 For adults & families, a new Small Group opportunity will take off in October.  It will be called “Fall To-
gether” and will resemble Lenten Studies with many groups & days through each week to meet inside or 
outside the church building to Study & develop our faith.  You can be praying about hosting a small 
group at home or at the church. 

 

 Wednesday Night Covenant Connections returns Sept. 14th with a great meal, fellowship & learning.  It's 
a popular spot for college students & our international friends so come share in God’s hospitality!   

 

 Remember, let's all meet in Knox Hall  
  on September 11th at 9:30! 

    We will begin to meet again with age 4-5th grade children for both Bible Study & Music from 9:30-10:30 
beginning on September 18th.  We will meet in classrooms C & D on the second floor.  The kids will sing, 
chime, dance, & play music that will reinforce the themes & lessons learned during the time spent studying 
the Bible.  This time will include 30 minutes of music & 30 minutes of Bible Study & activities for each child. 
ALL are welcome & we hope to see you there!! 
 

    “Greater than the Sum” is our group of 6-12 graders that meet directly following the 11am service, from 
12pm-1pm each Sunday.  We will meet in the music room and/or the Sanctuary.  This group will continue to 
explore traditional & contemporary music, choral music, bell music, music for various instruments & any 
other music that ignites the Spirit in you!  Come & join us for music & fun beginning on September 11th. 
 

   Beginning on October 1st we will begin to rehearse "Room for Christmas" our Christmas Pageant for this 
year! This pageant is filled with many speaking parts & fun songs, during which we will all get to focus on 
the message of Christmas that truly matters most. October 1st will be a meeting/rehearsal where children 
will learn more about the pageant for this year & we will have all the specifics at that time.  This year the 
Christmas Pageant will take place on December 18th, during a combined worship service at 10:00am.  ALL 
are welcome & rehearsals will occur during the 9:30-10:30 hour up until the pageant on the 18th! Join us for 
fun & to experience the Christmas story in a new and exciting way!   

Children's & Youth Music returns on September 11th! 
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Meet Your Deacons Day 
       Deacon Day is Sunday, September 25, 2016.  Your Deacons will be introduced to the 
congregation at the 11 a.m. service.  Following both services, the Deacons will be collect-
ing donations from the congregation for the “Laundry Love Fund”.  Laundry Love Fund is 
a partnership between Our Neighbor’s Place & Denny’s Laundry that helps guests of ONP 
have clean clothing.  Donations are forwarded to the Laundry Love Fund at Denny’s.  Then 
coupons, good for one load of wash & dry, are given to the guests enabling them to do 
their laundry.  Denny’s discounts each load of laundry done in this manner by 50 cents. 

God has graced us with this special opportunity to help our guests at Our Neighbor’s Place. 
 

     Also following the 11 a.m. service, you are invited to the Parlor for an opportunity to speak with the Dea-
cons & find out what they can do for & with you.  It is the calling of the Deacons to minister to those who 
are in need, to the sick, to the friendless & to any who may be in distress both within & beyond our commu-
nity of faith.  Please join us in the Parlor!  We would love to talk to you!  If you have any questions about 
this or any of the activities of the Deacons, call Mary Ann Sesler at 814-490-9629. 

STEPHEN MINISTERS TO HOST FIELD TRIP! 
Save the date!  

   On Monday, September 26, at 7:00 pm, you are invited to join your Stephen Ministers 
for an educational tour of the Caring Place located at 510 Cranberry Street, off the Bay-
front Parkway. This event is open to all interested parties, and is not restricted to Ste-
phen Ministers. 
 

     The Caring Place is a center that provides support for grieving children, adolescents, and their families, 
at no charge. At the Caring Place, grieving children get together with others their own age who have also ex-
perienced the death of someone they love. 
 

     If you would like to learn more about this important community resource, consider joining us in Septem-
ber. There is no charge, but you do need to make a reservation by calling Nancy Nardo at 440-4134 before  
September 19. 

Fall Worship Hours Begin September 11th  
8:30 a.m., McBrier Chapel 

11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
~ The return of Sunday Faith Formation Classes  

& Children’s 11:00 Worship ~ 

     Divorce Care is a free, 13-week faith-based course offered at First Alliance Church 
(2939 Zimmerly Rd) for anyone experiencing relationship separation or divorce.  The 
class meets beginning on Thursday, September 8th at 6:30 p.m. & is focused on help-
ing participants regain strength and peace in the midst of relationship storms.  Con-
tact Charles at cdmii1@msn.com for more information or speak to Seph Kumer who 
attended classes in the past. 

Struggling? 

After an early morning rain scare, coupled with heavy rains on the day before, the weather 
cleared & golf was played in a very comfortable temperature of 76 degrees.  Enjoying that 
break in the weather were the following winning teams: 3rd place, with a score of 40 were Shei-
la Sweet & newcomer Dave Eubank, 2nd place, shooting 38, was the team of Judy Anderson & 
T.J. Campbell; and the winners, taking 1st place were the team of Julia Campbell & David 
Doupe with a 37. The longest putt was recorded by Jim Ething. 

2016 Golf Scramble Results 

mailto:cdmii1@msn.com
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Venue for “Old Town Porch Fest” 

Plarn & Crochet Team 
     Just one word to describe this Team: INCREDIBLE!!     
There should be an OLYMPIC event for crocheters & plarn makers.  We would get the 
team gold for sure!   
 

     The plarn makers have provided enough plarn for the crocheters to make our mats.  
Wow can they crochet …like fast…I mean super fast.  Being a newbie at crocheting I am 
slow & am so impressed with these experienced crocheters.  The point of all this is the 
plarn makers may have a hard time keeping up with a supply of plarn for the crochet-

ers in order to make the mats.  So please hang in there.  I know this is a long assignment & one can get tired 
or bored or whatever.  I encourage you to keep up with all your efforts.  Whether you are slow, fast, or 
wanting to learn how to make plarn or crochet we NEED all of you. When we get together we so enjoy the 
fellowship. We have such a fun group.    
 

     That being said we will have our next Plarn & Crochet meeting on Wednesday, September 14th after  
Connections , 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in room 116.  Plarn makers bring scissors. Crocheters bring a crochet hook 
10mm or larger.  Children are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

GENTLEMEN: PLEASE COME! WE NEED YOU TOO!   
Howard needs you as he doesn’t have as much fun without the men to chat with.     

 

Mark your calendars for Sept. 14th.  See you there! 

     As the September Chimes went to press details were still being 
worked out, but it appears FPCC will serve as a venue for a free 
neighborhood music festival.  The “Old Town Porch Fest” takes place 
on Sunday afternoon, September 18 on front porches between Liber-
ty and Sassafras, 6th to 10th Streets.  Every genre of music is included.  
A string quartet is being slated to play under the bell tower at 4:00 
p.m.  Watch for details in the bulletin (and Old Town Porch Fest Fa-
cebook page) in coming weeks!  If you live in “Old Town” and would 
like to offer your porch as a venue OR you have a music group who 
would like to provide free music, contact Tom at  
oldtownerie@gmail.com. 

     On September 6th & 7th, Covenant Preschool will be starting its 67h year of help-
ing toddlers to socialize, learn about God, and prepare for Kindergarten. We have 
been busy getting the classrooms back in order and decorating the classrooms. 
Thank you, John and Luba for all your help and assistance this summer in the 
classrooms.  They look great!  
 

     This year, we welcome Laurie Twohig to Covenant Preschool as we have added 
a new class for our 4 year olds.  Also, we will be saying good -bye to Carol Skinner.  
The search is on for a new teacher, but hopefully by the time this goes out we will 
have hired another new teacher. Her family will be moving to South Carolina in the fall. Carol has been at 
the preschool for the last 17 years, first as our 4 year old lead teacher and then she took over as lead teach-
er in our PRE-K class.  Our families and teachers will miss her quiet presence in the classroom.   
 
 

     We still have a few openings in our classes for the 2016-2017 school year.  If you have any questions, 
need an application, or would like a tour of the preschool, call the Director, Lisa Hiegel at 456-4243. 

Covenant Preschool 
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The Kirk House Ministry 
     After an incredibly busy summer, the Kirk House is looking forward to welcoming the start of the school 
year & the arrival of eight residents: Jake Bonk, Katie Walters, Baylee Ford, Laura Umek, Priscilla Thomas, 
Hannah Thomas, Megan Schoming & Tinotenda Sanhenga. We consider this a good haul, not only because of 
the quantity, but also because of the quality of the students! Abby Blankenship is returning & Kyle Schu-
macher is joining her as our new Co-director. They have jumped into their roles both at FPCC & at Gannon. 
 

     To welcome students to TKH the members of the college ministry work group hosted a welcome dinner 
on Saturday, August 27th in the Parlor. To welcome all Gannon students, the CM work group distributed 
cold water bottles to students & their families as they moved into the dorms & 
apartments in our neighborhood on Saturday, August 20th & Sunday, August 
21st. Each bottle carried an invitation to the block party on September 7th and 
Abby & Kyle's contact information. 
 

     The workgroup invites you to extend a warm welcome to all college students 
you may meet as we continue to support the spiritual discipline of hospitality. If 
you would like to become more involved with the mission to college students, 
through attending events, discipleship, or inviting students for dinner, please 
talk to Abby, Kyle, Seph or Marlene Spires. 

     THANK YOU to the 25 helpers from the church who made the August 2nd “National Night Out” Family 
Fun Zone a success!  The early estimates are that over 1,200 people from the neighborhood gathered to 
share a meal, family fun, mingle with police officers & firefighters & celebrate all that is “Our West Bay-
front”.  

 And First Covenant was a big part of it! 

      Back-to-school time is busy for families with school-age and little kids in the house. Homework, sports, 
Girl Scout and Boy Scout meetings – you name it. There’s a lot going on this time of year. And let’s face it, 
Sundays are sometimes our only day of rest.  
 

     But did you know that by taking your child to worship, you’re not only fostering spiritual growth, you’re 
also providing your child with an experience that improves their quality of life? 
 

     Our church has teamed up with Take Me to Worship (takemetoworship.org), part of Religion Matters Erie, 
an effort to reduce violence through prevention. The movement is grounded in research from the PA Youth 
Survey that shows children who attend worship one hour per week do better in many areas of life including 
grades, family communication, reduced violence tendencies, lower risk of suicide and enhanced self worth. 
By taking our children to worship, we’re providing them with an extended family who loves them, new 
friends with common values and, most importantly, the experience to learn about and know Jesus Christ.  
Sunday School kicks off on Sept. 11 at 9:30 a.m. We’ll include lessons and music again this year as part of 
our weekly schedule. Big thanks to Greg Cooper for teaching the pre-k-5 group this fall. Lauren Fabich and I 
will meet with the middle and high school kids for the year. Also, look for info soon about our Christmas 
pageant. (It’s back!) 
 

* Please consider making Sunday School a part of your routine this year. 

How Can Worship Help Your Kids? 

National Night Out Recap 

Work group preparing Kirk House 

for students arrival in August 

http://takemetoworship.org
http://takemetoworship.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/c9fee4_b14cb23aedc3497f9c440d3ca1fd84dd.pdf
http://takemetoworship.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/c9fee4_b14cb23aedc3497f9c440d3ca1fd84dd.pdf
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Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director of Covenant Preschool 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook, Weeknight Host 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director of Community Ministries 

Andy Lancaster, Host 

Rev. Stephen E. Morse, Parish Assistant 

JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Admin. 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children/Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist/Choirmaster 

Morgan Wood, Nursery Attendant 

Church Staff 

VOLUME 32, NO. 7 & 8 
THE COVENANT CHIMES 

PAGE 13 

VOLUME 33, NO. 9 

   Have you moved?  Have a new phone number or 
email address?  If you’ve changed any personal 
information, please update your church records 
by contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 
joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org  

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Articles Due by:  
Friday, September 16th 

 
Mailed on:  

Friday, September 23rd 

September Issue… 

AMS 

Picture of the Month ... 

 

Rev. Timm High, Moderator of Session 

William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2019 
Howard Copen 

Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 
 

Class of 2018 
Bill Tauber 

Ron Fabich 

Bob Chambers 

Marsha McKinnon-

Mckinley 
 

Class of 2017 
Deborah Loney 

Lisa Ferrick 

Mark Wells 

M. Buzz Tarno 

 

 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Deborah Bernardini 

Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 
 

Class of 2017 
  Lorie Fritts 

Virginia Hey 

Bert Hibbler-Taylor 

Phyllis Zdaniewski 

 

Elders   
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 
 

Class of 2017 
Nancy Irwin 

Rebecca Stoczynski 

Linda Majewski 

Gregory Cooper 

Allen Sheasley 

Church Officers 

www. 

Firstcovenanterie.org 

Beware the bay's “Loch Ness Monster Pretzel”!  
How do you welcome the new Campus Minister, 

Kyle Schumacher to town?  
With a "monster pretzel" at lunch on the Bayfront, 

of course! 

Free food, music, fun for the whole family! 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2016   5~7 P.M. 

FPCC 8th Annual Reminder! 
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