
 

Sunday, August 7th ~ 8:30 & 10:00 am 

~ Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ Communion ~ 

Ruth 1.1-22 

“God’s Risky Love Story: ‘Pain” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, August 14th ~ 8:30 & 10:00 am 

~ Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Ruth 2.1-23 

“God’s Risky Love Story: ‘Protection” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, August 21st ~ 8:30 & 10:00 am 
~ Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Ruth 3.1-18 

“God’s Risky Love Story: ‘Proposal” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, August 28th ~ 8:30 & 10:00 am 

~ Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

Ruth 4.1-22 

“God’s Risky Love Story: ‘Pleasant” 

Rev. Timm High 

August 1, 2016 Volume 33, No. 8  

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

*Nursery Available 

at both services 

2016 Block Party Volunteer Sign-up Sheet 
 

Yes! I would like to help with the Block Party on Wednesday, Sept.7th.  
I will help (check all that apply): 

 

___ Deliver Neighbor Invitations 8/28 after 10:00 Worship 

___Carry tables & chairs upstairs from Knox Hall, Sunday 9/4 at 5:30 p.m. 

___ Prepare side dishes, Tuesday 9/6 at 10 am 

   ~ On Wednesday, September 7th ~ 

___ Set Up Tables & Chairs, at 2 pm 

___ Food prep, at 4 pm 

___ Set up food tables & serve food at 4 pm 

___ Grill/serve Hot Dogs/Hamburgers at 4 pm 

___Greet & hand out nametags at 5 pm 

___ Set up/supervise kid’s games at 5 pm 

___ Hand out brochures to neighbors (Info-Table) at 5 pm 

___ Help clean-up afterwards beginning 7 pm 

___ Take down tables & chairs/return to Knox Hall, beginning 7 pm 

 
Name _______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________________________________ 

 

Email ________________________________________________________ 

Join us on the evening of Wednesday, September 7th,  

as we turn our parking lot into a huge neighborhood block party  

& kick off our fall programming!  

Live music, delicious picnic food, games for the kids, time together with 

our church family & neighbors….it is a fun event for the whole family.  

We need your help! It’s not too late!! 

Could you fill out & return the volunteer sign-up sheet  

found below to the church office?  

Many hands make light work.  

Hope to see you there!!!  

FPCC 8th Annual  

Free food, music, fun for the whole family! 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2016   5~7 P.M. 
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     To the saints who serve God as disciples in Jesus’ name in First Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant, greetings; 
 

     The speaker is Ruth, the recipient is Naomi, and the topic is life and death: literally and metaphorically. 
The book of Ruth is different in many ways and for many reasons. Its location is interesting, as it follows the 
book of Judges, which follows Joshua, which follows the Torah, the first five books of the Bible. It follows 
Judges because of the opening sentence of the story: “In the days when the judges ruled….” This particular 
chapter of the Bible deals with a singular family rather than the story of the Israelite tribes as do Judges and 
Joshua, and one of the main characters, Ruth, is not an Israelite, but a foreigner, and the great-grandmother 
of David, to boot! Thus, the story serves in a similar way to the short story of Jonah: it demonstrates that the 
concern of the LORD extends beyond the people of Israel to people of every nation. This, of course, includes 
us. For, in addition to Naomi and the people of Israel, we Christians are not only recipients of this story, we 
are among those whom God’s love of every other “nation” includes. 
 

     The topic of this story is life and death. Naomi and her husband Elimelech and their two sons, Mahlon 
and Chilion, have chosen to become refugees in Moab because there was a famine in the land of Israel and in 
the neighborhood of Bethlehem, which was their home. While in refugees in exile, Mahlon and Chilion take 
Moabite wives, Orpah and Ruth. And then there is further tension in that all of the men die: first Elimelech 
and then Mahlon and Chilion, all within a ten year period of time. The women need a male guardian, and  
Naomi, hearing that the famine was over in Israel, heads for her ancestral home, initially with her two daugh-
ters-in-law in tow. She encourages them to stay in their own land of Moab, and Orpah agrees, but Ruth insists 
on going to Bethlehem with her, the words quoted above her response to Naomi’s entreating. Naomi could 
not have been completely happy with this decision, as she now had to provide for Ruth as well as herself, 
making the challenge twice as difficult. They return to Bethlehem and Naomi is not happy (1.19-21). There is 
hope, as they return at “the beginning of the barley harvest (1.22), and the rest of the story is a marvelously 
told tale of Naomi figuring out how the two women are going to make it, which male person will they find 
protection under. 
 

     This is a familiar story, and yet it has much in the way of innuendo and intrigue. 
Naomi is crafty, Ruth is plucky, and Boaz is simply smitten by Ruth. What a love story! 
This is what Ruth is: a love story of God that we’ll be listening to and reflecting on 
during August. 
 

     Thank you for the privilege of being your Temporary Supply Pastor.  May this sea-
son of your life find you doing the best you can in all that you do with all you have, 
given God’s help, amidst the challenges and comforts that come your way. 
 

              Be Well…Timm 
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“Do not press me to leave you 
or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 
where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 
and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die—there I will be buried. 
May the LORD do thus and so to me,  

and even more as well 
if even death parts me from you!” 

Ruth 1.16-17 

Reflecting                
on 

Faith,  
Hope & Love 
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*Please pray regularly 
for our ministry.  

We have listed below 
some of our  

congregational  
joys & concerns as  

The Covenant Chimes 
goes to press on  

 August 25, 2016 ~ 
 . 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for God’s 

healing presence  
for those discharged  
from hospitals since  

the last edition of  
The Covenant Chimes: 
Vince Palermo, Nancy 
Fair & Patricia Dietly. 

 
 
 

 

 

In Loving Memory 
In loving memory of 

those who have joined 
the church triumphant:  

Robert Boomer 
~ July 24, 2016 ~ 

 
 

Thank You To… 
Those who pray  
regularly for the  

mission & ministry of 
First Presbyterian 

Church of the  
Covenant. 

The persons who have 
enthusiastically taken 
on the Plarn project! 

 
Those who helped with 
Vacation Bible School in 

July! 
 

The members of the 
Pastor Nominating 

Committee who contin-
ue to meet weekly, dis-

cerning God’s leading in 
the name of Jesus 

through the power of 
the Holy Spirit to identi-

fy our next pastor. 
 

Those who usher on 
Sunday mornings and 
during other times of 

worship. 
 

Those who have made a 
commitment to finan-
cially supported the 

mission and ministry of 
God in the name of  
Jesus through the  

power of the Holy Spirit 
within FPCC during 

2016. 
 

The members of the 
staff whose support is 
so valuable to God’s 
mission through us. 
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Joys & Concerns 
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Aug. 22 Adrian Gustin 
 

Aug. 23 David Herman 
 

Aug. 25 Shawn Stollatis 
 

Aug. 26 Elizabeth   
      Fetzner 
 Joseph  
      Tomlinson 
 

Aug. 27 Joan Cotter 
 Patricia  
      Hoffman  
 

Aug. 28 Ruth Sheasley 
 

Aug. 29 David Kumer 
 Agnes Wilson 
 

Aug. 30 James McLaren 
 Patricia Shea 
 Catherine   
      Shimek 
 

Aug. 31 Evan Adair 
 Lydia Carlson 
 Nancy Irwin 
 Georgie Walker 

 

Aug. 1   Charles Crowers V 
             Sarah Hart 
             Giuliana  
   Golembeski 
 

Aug. 3   Amy McNeill 
             Allison Mitchell 
 

Aug. 5   Jennifer Crowers 
 

Aug. 6   Margery Kibler 
 

Aug. 7   Peyton Irwin 
             Ruth Shapter 
 

Aug. 8   Emma Shimek 
             Patricia Bieber 
 

Aug. 9   Daniel Zdaniewski 
 

Aug. 11  Evelyn Anderson 
             John Gorman 
 

Aug. 12  Blaine Momeyer 
             Joel Cotter 
 

Aug. 14  Dorothy Scholze 
             Susan Wellman 
 

Aug. 15  Paige Irwin 
 

Aug. 17  Kenneth  
                  Anderson 
              Molly Phelps 
              Gary Rathbun 
 

Aug. 19   Clinton  
                   Messenger 
 John Dunn 
 

Aug. 19 Rebecca                 
      Humphrey 
 

Aug. 20 Edna Donor 
 Elizabeth   
      Spriegel 
 Geoffrey Wells 
 

Aug. 21 Joan Koppelman 
 Ronald  
      Robertson 

If you notice  
an incorrect or missing 
birthday or one that is 

listed that should  
no longer be there,  

please help us by calling 
the church office  

at 456-4243  
so that we can update  

our records.   
Thank you! 

The  
Communion Table  
will be set for you... 

August 7th. 
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Our mission at  
First Presbyterian Church  

of the Covenant is: 
 

“To awaken all people  
to our need for a  

life-changing encounter  
with the living Lord  

Jesus Christ,  
and to encourage and equip  

each one to become  
His fully-devoted follower.” 

Please Consider Supporting: 

 

Join Your Deacons 

A Call for a Meeting of the Congregation 

Worship in August  
     Worship in August finds us worshiping God in 
the name of Jesus through the power of the Holy 
Spirit on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 
a.m., and finds us in the midst of Ordinary Time, or 
Sundays after Pentecost. We’ll be reading through 

and reflecting on the Book of 
Ruth, a marvelous love story. We 
will be celebrating the sacrament 
of communion on August 7th. 

Reflecting On Ruth 
     You’re invited to participate in a time of reflect-
ing on Ruth as a part of using it as the text for wor-
ship and preaching during August. The opportuni-
ties will be at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday mornings in 
the parlor and 11a.m. on Sunday mornings in the 
Library. We’ll be gathering to reflect further on the 
story that is Ruth, focusing on your questions and 
your reflections. 

 

Do you live at Springhill?   
 

Want to find out  
what the Deacons are up to?   

 

Please plan on joining  
your Deacons on  

Wednesday, August 10th, at 7 pm  
when the Deacons will be meeting 

in the Chapel at Springhill.   
 

We would love to have you join us to discuss what 
the Deacons can do for and with you.   

 

“Don’t let the things that you cannot do  
interfere with the things you can do”  

 

a quote from John Wooten,  
sets the theme as your Deacons look for ways  

to better serve the members of  
First Covenant and the community.    

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Mary Ann Sesler at 814-490-9629. 

 

   The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant calls for a special meeting 
of the congregation to be held on Sunday, August 7, 2016 in the sanctuary immediately 
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service. The stated purpose of the meeting is to hear and 

act upon a recommendation from the Board of Trustees and a motion from Session to sell the apartment 
building at 711-713 Myrtle Street, if the way be clear.   
 

    Rev. David Oyler  W. D. Holmes 
    Guest Moderator  Clerk of Session 

     On Aug. 9th, three groups close to FPCC are participating in 

“Erie Gives”! Any donation of $25 or more made during 8 am 

to 8 pm on that day will have a portion of that gift matched by 

the Erie Community Foundation.  

Go to www.ErieGives.org to donate  

~ Inter-Church Ministries of Erie County 

~ Presbyterian Homes 

~ Covenant Preschool 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Budget+Meeting+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=58DEB7FDD2BAA624B812D6DE9DAE36A7ABE1E617&selectedIndex=54&ccid=kV7gi7cu&simid=608036326434409174&thid=OIP.M915ee08bb72e56b9ec29458a3e72ee7do0
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   Clerk’s Corner  
 

 

    July 2016 
 

At the stated meeting on July 18th the Session: 
 

 

 Was moderated by General Presbyter Rev. David Oyler while Rev. High was on study    

 leave. 
 

 Once again focused discernment time on the parable of the fig tree from Luke 13:6-9.  If we see First  

 Covenant as the fig tree, are we fruitful?  What fruit should we be expecting?  What are we doing that 
 should be discontinued or cut down?  What fertilizer do we need if we are to be more fruitful? 
 

 Heard a report from clerk W.D. Holmes of his time at General Assembly advocating for an overture to 

 amend the Book of Order and some Face-to-Face conversations with several pastors who could be 
 candidates for our called and installed pastor position. 

 

 Voted to call a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, August 7, 2016 immediately following 

 the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of that meeting is to hear a report and act upon recom-
 mendations to sell the apartment house property at 711-713 Myrtle Street. 

 

 Created and ad hoc committee to develop an amendment to the congregational by-laws that would  

 explicitly allow electronic participation in session meeting so long as appropriate technology is  
 available. 
  

 Heard a brief report on the success of the recently completed Vacation Bible School. 
 

 Approved a contract with the Schantz Organ Company of Orville, Ohio in the amount of $12,250.00 for 

 repairs to the Vicary Organ. The Schantz company built the Vicary Organ originally.  
 
       W.D. Holmes 
       Clerk of Session 

    

     The committee continues 
in discernment based on 
readings of Personal Infor-
mation Forms from a number 
of pastors.  That discernment 
has led us to have initial 
phone conversations with 
approximately half a dozen pastoral candidates.  
Several of those phone conversations have been en-
couraging enough for both the committee and the 
pastor involved to desire additional conversation.  
Arrangements for those conversations and initial 
reference checks are now in process.  Please contin-
ue to pray for both the committee and pastors seek-
ing a call as we all seek to discern what God is call-
ing us to do at this time.  

PNC  Update 

Got Fruit ? 

     The Science of Canning will 

be offered in the Knox Hall kitchen by 

a Gannon professor on Saturday,  

August 20th from 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m.   
 

      Learn how to preserve fruits & 

vegetable with the canning method. 

Attendees will can a fruit or a vegetable & take home two jars 

of canned goodness. RSVP required to 814-871-5816 or 

DiPlacid005@gannon.edu by August 5th.  

Numbers listed below  
now include  

pledge & non-pledge revenue combined  
 

Budget - $223,238 
Actual -  $213,671 

mailto:DiPlacid005@gannon.edu
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Summer Ministry Opportunities  
Nobody can say “the church shuts down for the summer”.  Nothing could be further from the truth.   

God doesn’t stop caring for us, and we don’t stop caring for others.   

There are MANY opportunities for “awakening, encouraging and equipping” ministry during the summer… 
 

Post this list on your refrigerator.  Plan ahead.  Grow in your discipleship.   

Whether recurring (worship EVERY Sunday, Sunday Suppers, Mid-Week Bible studies), one-time (National Night Out),  

be sure to be involved in ministry that exercise your faith and makes God’s love visible to others.    
 

Here are a few ways…  
 

 

August 
 

 

2 National Night Out Celebration at Gridley Park  5:00-9:00 p.m. Help with children’s activities.  Contact Seph Kumer 456-4243 

3, 10, 17, 24, 31  Mid-Week Bible Study (“Reflecting on Ruth”) 10:30-11:30 a.m., Parlor, Timm High-facilitator 

4 City Mission Lunch 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. To help prepare & serve the meal, contact Vic Glembocki: 864-9096 

6 Kirk House Clean-up/Meet New Campus Minister Kyle Schumacher 9 a.m. to noon.  Contact Abby Blankenship or Seph Kumer 

to help: 456-4243 

7, 14, 21, 28   Worship 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  Communion: August 7th 

        “Reflecting on Ruth” 11:00 a.m., Library 

        Sunday Supper 3:30-5:00 p.m. Knox Hall.  Help feed 150.  Contact Pat Tracy at 864-6118 

10 Our Neighbor’s Place Appreciation Dinner 5:00 p.m. Knox Hall     RSVP by August 7th to: Dale Sweet, 814 898-3417 or Pat 

 Tracy, 814 864-6118  

20 Canning Class 9:00 a.m.  Knox Hall Kitchen Register at 814-871-5816 or DiPlacid005@gannon.edu by August 5th.  

             “Smooth Move” greet Gannon students as they move into dorms/apartments with bottled water & Block Party invitation. Contact 

Abby Blankenship or Seph Kumer to help: 456-4243 

21 “Smooth Move” greet Gannon students as they move into dorms/apartments with bottled water & Block Party invitation. Contact 

Abby Blankenship or Seph Kumer to help: 456-4243 

 

STEPHEN MINISTERS TO HOST 
FIELD TRIP! 

 

Save the date 
 
 

   On Monday, September 26th, 
at 7:00 pm, you are invited to 
join your Stephen Ministers for 
an educational tour of the Caring Place located at 
510 Cranberry Street, off the Bayfront Parkway.  
 

   This event is open to all interested parties, and is 
not restricted to Stephen Ministers.  The Caring 
Place is a center that provides support for grieving 
children, adolescents, and their families, at no 
charge. At the Caring Place, grieving children get 
together with others their own age who have also 
experienced the death of someone they love. 
 

   If you would like to learn more about this im-
portant community resource, consider joining us in 
September. Check future issues of the Chimes for 
more information. 

ONP Volunteers 
Our Neighbors’ Place volunteers, please join us for: 
 

“ONP’s Volunteer Appreciation Dinner” 
Wednesday August 10, 2016 

In Knox Hall 
6:30 p.m. 

 

RSVP by August 7th to:  
Dale Sweet, 814 898-3417 or shedale68@gmail.com 

Or 
Pat Tracy, 814 864-6118 or tptracy72@gmail.com  

   Interested in helping others?  If 
so, please contact Vic Glembocki 
at 864-9096 to volunteer your 
time to prepare & serve the many 
guests they see daily at the City 
Mission Kitchen, 1023 French St. the first Thursday 
of every month between 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.   
 

August date is the 4th! 

Volunteers Needed! 

mailto:DiPlacid005@gannon.edu
mailto:shedale68@gmail.com
mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
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Brotherhood Window Notecards Support New Ministry Initiatives 

   Beverly Baur is a part of our church family.  We learned at Covenant Connections last year 
that she is a connoisseur of stained glass.  AND she is an artist.  Combine all three & you have 
her amazingly detailed cobalt pen & ink drawing of the church’s Brotherhood Window.  Blank 
notecards have been created from Beverly’s artwork & funds from the sale of the cards will 
support new ministry initiatives through First Covenant!  You can purchase cards in the 
church office for $3.00 a piece or a ribbon-tied pack of 6 for $15.00…buy 5, get 1 free!  Each 
card features the history & interpretation of First Covenant’s window on the back. 
 

   Catch up with friends by the pool or on the beach; write to them the old fashioned way!  And share a part 
of our building & ministry at the same time.  The cards teach us about an amazing window. The window 
points us to Christ.  Jesus calls us to reach out & serve.  Your purchase will help fund ministries like “Back 
to the Grind”, “TGIF” (hot dogs shared with students on Friday nights), “Sunday Suppers” & “National Night 
Out”.  Thank you Beverly, for sharing your talent & making ministry happen! 

Sunday Supper!   
     The end of June and the beginning of July have seen an unusually high number of guests 
at Sunday Supper.  We broke our previous record by serving 233 guests on June 26th, and 
numbers for the beginning of July are running about 30 more guests than usual each week.  
As a special treat on July 10th, Kathleen Dandoy provided entertainment by playing the piano 
throughout dinner.   

 

     Meals in August will be provided by: Saint Luke’s Catholic Church, Pleasantville Presbyterian Church, 
New Hope Presbyterian Church and Saint Peter’s Cathedral.  Support for this ministry by this congregation 
and the community has been overwhelming.  We have churches and community groups scheduled to pre-
pare and serve the meals through the end of the calendar year with the exception of Christmas Day.  Thank 
you to all who have cooked, served, donated and prayed for this ministry. 
 

     Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sunday this year, and I’m not sure what to 
do about Sunday Supper as I will be out of town on both of these dates.  If you are avail-
able to prepare and serve a meal on either of these dates, please let me know, and we’ll 
start the process to see if we can gather enough volunteers continue serving Sunday  
Supper on December 25th and January 1st. 
 

Joy and peace, Pat Tracy  
tptracy72@gmail.com 

814-864-6118 

2016 National Night Out 
   The “Our West Bayfront” Neighborhood that surrounds First Covenant is hold-
ing another “National Night Out” gathering on August 2nd, 5-9 p.m., with food, 
games, entertainment for thousands of multi-cultural, old & young, rich & poor, 
families & singles from our corner of Erie, our church neighborhood.  Gannon Uni-
versity, the MLK Center, Emerson-Gridley School & numerous neighborhood watch 
groups & churches work together to make this a neighbor-to-neighbor night in 
beautiful Gridley Park, a few blocks from our church. 
 

   We will again sponsor & host the Kids Fun Zone.  Can you help staff some children’s activities and/or 
bounce house? Please let Seph Kumer know by emailing him at seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org or by 
calling the church office at 814-456-4243. 
 

This is a GREAT opportunity to GO WHERE THE NEIGHBORS ARE  
& show them we are a “caring church in the heart of the city”, with the city at its heart! 

mailto:tptracy72@gmail.com
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VBS "Barnyard Roundup" a Success! 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

   It's almost that time of year when 
students will be returning to Erie 
to start classes.  But before they 
get there we need your help! In 
June & July the Kirk House was 
home to three different mission 
groups & is lucky to be welcoming 
back seven students this year so we want the house 
to be ready. Gannon students will be moving in as 
early as August 13th & 14th. 
 

   If you have a passion for cleaning or can do some 
basic repairs we would love to have you join us  
August 6th from 9—12 for our Kirk House Clean-up!  
 

    It will also be an amazing 
time to meet & welcome your 
new CCO campus minister 
Kyle Schumacher!  
   If you are interested please 
contact Abby Blankenship or 
Seph Kumer at 456-4243.  

Time for a (Kirk) House Cleaning! 

In order to build relationships with Gannon stu-
dents, they have to start somewhere...  Before the 
Block Party, before the “TGIF” (hot dogs on Friday 
nights), before Covenant 
Connections, and way 
before "Study Space"... 
We greet students and 
their families moving in 
to dorms and apart-
ments on August 20th & 
21st.  A small crew of 
outgoing, smiling, wel-
coming folks is needed 
for a couple hours or 
handing out water bottles, invitations to the Block 
party and information about FPCC.  Gannon classes 
begin on August 24!  Can you assist?  Please con-
tact Seph Kumer or Abby Blankenship in the 
church office/by email. 

Make it a “Smooth Move” 
 for Gannon Students! 

     Thanks to the Holy Spirit & many 
(75+) helping hands from the church 
and beyond, our July Vacation Bible 
School weekend was very memorable!  
 

     Take a look at the photos & get a 
vision for what you made possible.   
The overarching theme of Psalm 23 
made "Jesus loves us, now & forever… 
No matter what!" come to life for 40 
children.  Our second year with a week-
end VBS has shown the value of con-
cluding VBS in worship on Sunday 
morning...many guests joining us in our 
celebration!   

Thank you to each helper for your 
role in ministering to children! 
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Help Roll Out the Red Carpet for Wayne School Children! 

Our Whole Church Family Learns & Grows Together at FPCC: 
   The Sunday school year will begin with a gathering under the Bell Tower as we meet to re-

ceive a blessing & a charge to teach & learn & grow together in Christ.  The gathering under the 
Bell Tower is set for 9:30 am Sunday September 11th.  See you there! 

 

Things to know….. 
 

 The Sunday School hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 for Children, Youth & Adults.  Grab a coffee 
or juice in the parlor on your way to study classes! 

 

 There are many opportunities for our children’s growth & learning in music & Sunday School with teach-
ers Greg Cooper & Monty Service.  Younger & older children will alternate with music & Bible lessons. 

 

 Middle School & High School Students will meet for Sunday School Bible Study on the Third Floor with 
Nancy Irwin. 

 

 For adult Sunday School, 
 ~ Timm High will lead Bible Study related to weekly sermons, 2nd floor Fidelis Room. 
 ~ Bill Holmes will lead Bible Study on the book of Joshua, 2nd floor Witherspoon Room. 
 ~ Bill Sesler will lead video & book discussion on recent work of theologian Shelby Spong, 1st floor 
   room 117. 
 

 There is childcare in the nursery for infants & toddlers during Sunday School hour & 11am worship. 
 

 Children's worship begins after Storytelling in 11am worship when they are dismissed to classrooms on 
the second floor.  Children's worship will begin in September the week after Labor day with Geoff Ginader 
leading.  Children's worship provides age appropriate worship & learning for children age 4 to grade 5.   

 

 In late October, youth will begin rehearsals for a new Advent Christmas Pageant. 
 

 For adults & families, a new Small Group opportunity will take off in October.  It will be called Fall Togeth-
er and will resemble Lenten Studies with many groups & days through each week to meet inside or out-
side the church building to Study & develop our faith.  You can be praying about hosting a small group at 
home or at the church. 

 

 Wednesday Night Covenant Connections returns with a great meal, fellowship & learning.  It's a popular 
spot for college students & our international friends so come share in God’s hospitality!   

 
   Remember, let's all meet under the Bell Tower 
    on September 11th at 9:30! 

     In partnership with Primary Health Network, the Erie City Mission Youth Ministries invites you to join 
them in kicking off the school year on an exciting & positive note as we roll out the red carpet to welcome 
back students at Wayne School where our own Diane Sutton is Principal on Monday, August 29, 2016.  It’s 
the second year for this traditional greeting on the first day of school that not only serves as a way to en-
courage Wayne School students & let them know how much we believe in & care about them, but it also of-
fers support to their teachers & staff invested in their education.  Let’s gather a team of 8-10 encouragers 
from First Covenant! 7:00AM-Meet for instructions at Wayne Park by Erie City Mission tent (East 6th Street & 
East Avenue) 7:15AM-Assigned teams take position at designated entrances. 7:20AM-Clap, cheer & be our 
students greatest fans with smiles & high-fives as they enter school (Each student will 
also receive a “Welcome Back” Cinch Sack containing necessary school items sponsored 
by Primary Care Network) 8:30AM-Red Carpet Welcome concludes/School day begins.  
 

     For more information or to RSVP, please contact either Seph Kumer in the church 
office or RoseMarie Lackey, ECM Youth Ministry Director 814.452.4421 Ext. 226 or 
rmlackey@eriecitymission.org  

mailto:rmlackey@eriecitymission.org
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Save the Date: September 11, 2016 ~ 12:00 p.m. 
 

     The Mission, Education and Fellowship Committees are asking you to "Save the Date" for Sunday, Septem-
ber 11th to explore how you can use your gifts and talents to serve others through First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant...  Already serving in many capacities?  Try "one new way" in 2016-17.  Haven't found a 
place to serve yet?  Try "one new way" in 2016-17. 
 

     The Church is God's people.  God's people grow in faith by serving.  Come enjoy some 
light lunch refreshments and a room full of displays about the mission & ministry of 
FPCC.  We are a family with so many gifts, talents and abilities!  Yours can be used in one 
new capacity during the coming year!  Every opportunity will be coded with icons represent-
ing "art/crafting", "building/constructing", "music/worship", "cooking/kitchen", "giving/
donating", "kids", "college", etc.  so you can easily see where your gifts match up to the 
church's mission/ministry needs. 
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One (NEW) Way to Serve 

The ONE HOUR DIFFERENCE… 
 

What’s it all about?  How are we involved? 
 

   According to data from the Erie County PA Youth Survey, it seems many parents are missing a free tool 
that may have the biggest overall impact on the life of their children. 
 

   “Two pieces of data from the Youth Survey really stood out: first, kids who attend a religious activity one 
hour a week have better outcomes in just about every area of their life, including academics, self-perception, 
happiness and violent tendencies,” Andrea Bierer, Community Action Plan Coordinator for UnifiedErie, said.  
“The second was that participation in organized religion in Erie County has dropped in the last decade and 
is now well below both the national and state levels. ” 
 

   In 2013, only 43.72 percent of youth were participating in a religious activity one hour per week. Accord-
ing to Bierer, this drop means that fewer children are experiencing the benefits of organized religion. Specifi-
cally, the data showed that a child who participates in organized religion one hour or more per week are: 

More likely to get As and Bs 
Less likely to get Cs, Ds and Fs 
Less likely to consider suicide 
Less likely to be sad or depressed 
Less likely to think they’re a failure 
Less likely to use cigarettes, alcohol, or marijuana 
Less likely to engage in violence 
More likely to be honest with parents 
More likely to ask a parent for help with a personal problem 

 

   The definition of what constitutes a “religious activity” was not limited to a specific religion or a specific 
activity. “It just mattered that they went,” Bierer explained. “It’s really the best one-hour investment you can 
make in the life of a child.” 
 

   The Religiosity Team of UnifiedErie is launching a six-week awareness campaign in Erie County to educate 
moms, dads and caregivers on the impact religion makes on the life of a child. The campaign, entitled Take 
Me To Worship, will run from July 15th to August 30th. 
 

   First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is helping to fund the campaign with a $10,000.00 investment 
from the Sanctuary Renovation/Mission Set-Aside money.  Watch for billboards across Erie, news stories, 
yard signs and other intentional ways to educate Erie on the benefits of a faith community connection. Get 
involved!  Share YOUR stories of how being involved at FPCC has made a difference in YOUR life! 
 

   More information on the impact of religion on the life of a child and the awareness campaign can be found 
at takemetoworship.org. 
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~ A Personal Thank You… 
 

     We wish to thank our many friends for the outpouring of prayers, notes, letters & calls  
during the loss of our beloved son, John C. Hey Jr.  
 

                   ~ John & Ginnie Hey & family  
 
~ A Special Thanks & Gratitude… 
 

     How fortunate are we to have a beautiful air-conditioned parlor for members and guests 
to meet and enjoy refreshments after Sunday services!  We are grateful to all the volunteers 
who provide wonderful delectables!  Special thanks to Helen Greider who makes coffee early 
Sunday mornings!   
 

        ~ FPCC Fellowship Committee 
 
~ For Neighbor2Neighbor…. 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
 

     I want to take the opportunity to thank you again for the wonderful projects with which you helped at 
Emerson-Gridley Elementary during the week of June 6. 
 

     The Field Day was a great success, and it would not have been so without your enthusiastic, caring vol-
unteers.  They received many compliments through out the week—especially from my HPE teacher, Ryan 
Abbott.  Their presence and assistance allowed all of my teachers to enjoy the activities with 
their students. 
 

     The landscaping that the additional volunteers did looks great!  It so needed to be done, 
and the additional mulch that they provided helped to complete the work. 
 

     As you know, any friendly help is always appreciated by a public school.  The First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant has a special place in our hearts, and I hope that you continue to have this relationship in 
the years to come.  Thank you for thinking of us, and please extend our appreciation to the volunteers 
from Delaware, Ohio. 
 

  Have a great summer, 
   ~ Fabienne Mir, Principal 
 
~ From Bonkers for Jesus… 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
 

     I would like to personally say thank you for ALL you did to support and enhance our 
“Bonkers 4 Jesus” camp this year. I continually marvel at God's provision through your Body. 
Thank you for encouraging this Christian with more hope and faith to carry on. 
 

 God bless you all, 
   ~ Rose Marie Lackey 
      Volunteer Coordinator, Erie City Mission 

A Whole Bunch of Thank Yous! 

     Mmm...Have you smelled that bread baking in the 
church ovens at 5 a.m. every Saturday morning? It is 
bread maker Dan Pertl preparing for the East Bayfront 
Eats & Arts market that happens every week from 10:00 
a.m.—3:00 p.m. at "the Armory" (6th & Parade) in a "food 
dessert" part of town. 

Something Smells...Good!! 

https://www.facebook.com/eatsandarts/
https://www.facebook.com/eatsandarts/
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BUDGET COACHES  
NEEDED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Once again,  

in partnership with Emerson Gridley School,  
FPCC will collect  

“back to school” supplies & needed clothing  
for children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 

now through August 23rd,  
to ensure that items are available to the children on  

the first day of school, August 29th.   
 
 
 

* Requested School Supplies are: 
 

~ Flash Cards: Addition, Subtraction, but most  
especially Multiplication & Division 

~ Small glue sticks 
~Pack of 24 crayons 

~ Non-Toxic Expo markers for white boards 
(Please NO white boards) 

~ #2 Pencils 
~ Pencil boxes or Pouches 

 

* Requested School Clothing are: 
( both Boys & Girls articles needed in sizes 6-14  

or Small, Medium & Large) 
 

~ Pants, black, navy or khaki with elastic waist band (no Jeans 
please) 

~ Polo Shirts, red or black, long or short sleeved  
with collars (no stripes please) 

~ Socks (no restriction on type or colors) 
 

* Not needed this year are underwear & shoes/boots; however, 
boys S, M & L belts would be appreciated! 

 
* The school nurse suggests they could use sweat pants,  3 

pairs of each size 5, 6 & 7 for the K & 1st graders. 
Sizes 10 & 12 for older children.  

 
 

It’s never too early to begin,  
so when you do your school shopping  

for your children or grandchildren,  
pick up a few extra items & drop them in  

our collection bin at the 7th St. entrance of the Church. 
 

  * Monetary gifts are also welcome. 

Inter-Church Ministries’  
Financial Literacy Program  

 

Purpose: To empower families & individu-
als to gain control of their finances.  ICM’s 
Budget Coaches will help low-income fami-
lies better understand how to balance a 
checkbook, create a monthly written budg-
et, develop a relationship with a bank, 
start saving on a budget & how to grocery 
shop in a smart way.  

Suggested Activities:  
• Assess financial knowledge & assist cli-

ent in setting short term goal(s)  
• Review client’s income & expenses  

• Complete financial assessment w/ client  
• Introduce 50-20-30 Budget Template  

• Encourage client to complete a written 
budget plan each month  

 

Qualifications:  
• Know basic budgeting skills  

• Willingness to listen to clients  
• Have a positive & encouraging attitude  

 

Timeframe:  
• At least six months  

• Estimate 3-4 hours a month per client  
• Will work with only 2 clients at a time  

 

Site:  
• Meetings with clients are recommended 

at one of ICM’s participating voucher 
churches, but can meet at a café or the 

public library. (NO HOME VISITS)  
 

Supervision:  
• Volunteers are required to report to the 

pastor of the congregation where meetings 
will be held for financial literacy sessions.  

 

Benefits/Support Provided:  
• Training  provided for all volunteers  

• Build your career resume  
• Improve your own budgeting skills  

 

If interested, call ICM at (814) 454-2411.  
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Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director of Covenant Preschool 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook, Weeknight Host 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director of Community Ministries 

Rev. Stephen E. Morse, Parish Assistant 

JoAnn Peters, Finance/Records Admin. 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children/Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist/Choirmaster 

Morgan Wood, Nursery Attendant 

Church Staff 
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   Have you moved?  Have a new phone number or 
email address?  If you’ve changed any personal 
information, please update your church records 
by contacting JoAnn Peters at 456-4243 x110 or 
joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org  

Keep Us Up To Date 

 

Articles Due by:  
Friday, August 15th 

 
Mailed on:  

Friday, August 25th 

September Issue… 

AMS 

Picture of the Month ... 
“Father-Son Giving” 

 

Rev. Timm High, Moderator of Session 

William D. Holmes, Clerk of Session 

Dale Sweet, Associate Clerk of Session 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2019 
Howard Copen 

Bill Holter 

Jennifer Koebe 

John Marsden 
 

Class of 2018 
Bill Tauber 

Ron Fabich 

Bob Chambers 

Marsha McKinnon-

Mckinley 
 

Class of 2017 
Deborah Loney 

Lisa Ferrick 

Mark Wells 

M. Buzz Tarno 

 

 

Deacons  
 

Class of 2019 
Julie Copen 

Jason Fisher 

John Gregory 

Cindy Kerchoff 

LuAnn Shidemantle 
 

Class of 2018 
Deborah Bernardini 

Rick Bernardini 

Mary Lou Neithamer 

Mary Ann Sesler 

Sheila Sweet 

Ellie Zimmer 
 

Class of 2017 
  Lorie Fritts 

Virginia Hey 

Bert Hibbler-Taylor 

Phyllis Zdaniewski 

 

Elders   
 

Class of 2019 
Patricia Bieber 

David Doupe 

Paul Diefenbach 

Andrew Spriegel 

Scott Wright 
 

Class of 2018 
Sandra Herman 

Scott Sesler 

Marlene Spires 

Richard Sheasley 

Phyllis Tarno 
 

Class of 2017 
Nancy Irwin 

Rebecca Stoczynski 

Linda Majewski 

Gregory Cooper 

Allen Sheasley 

Church Officers 

www. 

Firstcovenanterie 

.org 

The Loney Boys invite you to give blood; give life"  
Saturday, September 17th.  

Michael Jr. donated blood for the first time during 
the July blood drive. 

FPCC 8th Annual Block Party 

Details Coming Soon 

September 7th 
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