
Sunday, April 7th—8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 

John 20.19-23 
“People Rejoice”  

Bethany Olson, Guest 
May 2013 Graduate of  

Columbia Theological Seminary 
 

Sunday, April 14th—8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Maddie du Breuil, Guest 
Kirk House Co-Director, 

2010 to present  

  

Sunday, April 21st—8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 23 & John 10.22-30 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd”  

Rev. Timm High 
 

Sunday, April 28th—8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

 
Tara Woodard-Lehman, Guest 
Kirk House Co-Director 1998-2001 

 Presbyterian Chaplain,  
Princeton University 

 
 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  
 

Childcare available 
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JOIN US FOR THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THE  

KIRK HOUSE/CAMPUS MINISTRY  
1973-2013 

 

Celebrating 40 Years of God’s Faithfulness  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for 40th Anniversary news in this edition of  
The Covenant Chimes  

on pages 5-11, wherever you see  
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Our mission at 
First Presbyterian 

Church 
of the Covenant: 

 
“To awaken all 
people to their 

need for a  
life-changing  

encounter with 
the living  

Lord Jesus Christ, 
and encourage 
and equip each 

one to become His 
fully-devoted  

follower.” 

 To the saints who 
serve God as disciples in  
Jesus’ name in First Presby-
terian Church of the Cove-
nant, greetings; 

Thus ends the Gos-
pel of Mark, the first (in the 
Bible) of the “gospels”, a 
sharing of the “good news” 
that persons experienced in 
the person and the stories 
told about the person known 
to them as Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they now bore witness 
to as Jesus the Christ.  It’s an 
abrupt ending, as the last 
phrase in Greek ends in the 
middle of a sentence, leading 
some to think that the origi-
nal ending has been lost (two 
different extended endings 
are found in most Bibles), 
and the women are said to be 
fearful, saying “nothing to 
anyone”.  Thankfully, that 
didn’t happen, for if they had 
truly kept the experience to 
themselves, we would not 
have the record we have in 
which to believe. 

The women have 
come early in the morning of 
to finish the task of anointing 

of us, preparing the way, 
and of our opportunity and 
responsibility to see him, to 
recognize him and what he 
invites us to join with him in.  
Also, to take heart in the 
promise, overcoming our 
fears and sharing with oth-
ers how this is truly “good 
news” for us. 
 Thank you for the 
privilege of being your pas-
tor.  May this find you doing 
the best you can with all you 
have, given God’s help, 
amidst the challenges and 
comforts that come your 
way. 
 

Be Well… 
Timm 

Jesus’ body for burial, a task 
that was put on hold due to 
the initiation of the Sabbath 
on Friday evening.  As with 
all of the gospels, it is wom-
en who come to the tomb, in 
part because this was wom-
en’s work, in part as an illus-
tration of the women’s faith-
fulness as disciples. 

We overhear their 
concern over the size of the 
stone covering the tomb 
opening, before learning 
that the tomb is found open.  
Upon entering, they find a 
young man dressed in white 
who tells them that they are 
looking in the wrong spot for 
the one they wish to find: 
Jesus.  The young man also 
informs them that Jesus “has 
been raised”, he is no longer 
there, and says, “Go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is 
going ahead of you to Gali-
lee; there you will see him, 
just as he told you.” 

This is the challenge 
of Easter—a season of fifty 
days, not merely one day—
to believe this promise that 
Jesus continues to go ahead 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 

might go and anoint him.  And every early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  

They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away 

the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  When they 

looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 

already been rolled back.  As they entered the tomb, they saw 

a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, “Do not be 

alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified.  He has been raised; he is not here.  Look, there is 

the place they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.”  So they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 

said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  Mark 16.1-8 

(NRSV) 
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Please pray regularly for our 
ministry. We have listed below 
some of our congregational joys 
and concerns as The Covenant 
Chimes goes to press on March 
26, 2013.  

. 

Prayer Concerns  
Please pray for Ruth 

Wright, Sarah Hart and Ba-
by Girl Hart who remain 
hospitalized. Pray also for 
Charles Liken, who has been 
in and out of the hospital 
during the month of March. 

 

Births 

Congratulations and best 
wishes to Monty and Marie 
Service, for the birth of son 
Gordon Montgomery, born 
on March 11, 2013. 

Congratulations and best 
wishes to Sarah and Daryl 
Hart, for the birth of a 
daughter, born March 26, 
2013. 

Congregational  
. Joys & Concerns 

In Loving Memory 

In loving memory of those 
who have joined the church 
triumphant since the last edi-
tion of The Covenant Chimes:  
Doris Clover (March 10, 2013).   

Please pray for God’s  
comforting presence for the 
Dhaliwal family as they mourn 
the death of their father and ex-
husband, Ranjit Dhaliwal.   

 

Correspondence  
 

Thank you too… 
 The volunteers who helped 
with the mailing of this news-
letter. 
 Those who participated in 
one of the Lenten Study groups. 
 The individuals who help with 
the sound and recording sys-
tems during the 11am service. 
 Those who participated in the 
Theology In Film series during 
Lent. 
 Those who participated in the 
Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday worship services. 
 All who are faithful with fi-
nancial pledges supporting 
FPCC’s mission in Jesus’ name. 

Timm High 
 

April 1 Danelle Osborn 
 Esther Hong 
 Valerie Ryan 
April 2 Francesca  
  Messenger 
 Sandra Cashdollar 
 Caroline Munger 
 Janice  Lovercheck 
 Alaina Nygaard 
 Jordan Lichtsinn 
 Jessie Robinson 
April 3 Brady Powers 
 Christopher Carroll 
 Devinder Dhaliwal 
April 4 Muriel Dockstader 
 Nancy  
       van den Honert 
 Sarah Lempke 
April 5 Martha Campbell 
 William Holmes 
 Lorraine Vitt 
April 6 Joan Gebhardt 
April 7 James McDonald 
 Kyle Roberts 
 Roberta  
         Hibbler-Taylor 
April 8 Stephen Morse 
 Hannah Phelps 
April 9 Donald Cornman 
 Virginia Hey 
April 10 Edward Johnson 
 Eleanor Zimmer 
 R. Moncrief 

April 11 Peter  
      van den Honert 
 Norah Yarosz 
 Stephen Gambone 
April 12 Portia Norton 
April 13 Sarah Olson 
 Alfred Roos 
 Tyler Stoczynski 
 Jordan Lincoln 
April 15 Ruth Wright 
April 16 Alexandra Everhart 
 Isabella Wood 
 Ethan Bajorek 
April 17 Betty Williams 
April 18 Ruth Miller 
 Holly Dhaliwal 
 Gordon Osborn 
 Alison Paluchak 
 William Sesler 
April 19 Sheila Sweet 
April 21 Teana Sargent 
April 23 Christine DeCrease 
April 24 Dale Sweet 
 Colleen Stumpf 
April 25 John Marsden 
April 26 Beth McCartney 
 Mary Messenger 
 Avanel Munger 
 Mary Hirsch 
 JoAnn Stager 
 Nicole Coddington 
 Megan Carlson 
April 27 Nancy Nardo 
 Heather Feiock 
April 28 Walker Humphrey 
April 29 Donelle Davey 
 Pamela Griewahn 
 Lorna Elliott 
 Alicia Ritenour 
April 30 Andrew Fair 

Birthdays 

Congratulations, 
Katie! 
 Katie Ryan, daughter 
of Val Ryan, and McDowell 
High School Junior, was award-
ed the personal overall gold 
medal at the Academic De-
cathlon State Competition at 
State College, PA on March 
9th.  This means that she 
scored higher than all students 
in Pennsylvania.  Way to go, 
Katie!   
 The McDowell team 
ranked 2nd in the state, and 
for the first time ever, they are 
going onto nationals in Minne-
apolis, MN April 25-27.  Katie 
is working hard to raise money 

Call for the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation and Corporation 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

calls for Part II of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and 

for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation to be held on Sun-

day, April 14, 2013.  The meeting will be held in Knox Hall 

immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.   

 

 Rev. Timm High   W. D. Holmes 

 Moderator  Clerk of Session  

 

 

for her team’s travel ex-
penses.  Best wishes to 
Katie and the McDowell 
team! 
 You can catch a 12 
News segment on Katie 
and her Academic Sports 
League team here: http://
www.erietvnews.com/
story/21674624/mcdowell-
asl-team-headed-to-
nationals 
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Clerk’s Corner 
At the stated meeting on 
March 20, 2013 Session: 

 Spent a significant 
amount of time in 
discernment of what 
we are being called to 
do.  The scripture fo-
cus was Isaiah 43:16-
21.  Consideration 
was also given to the 
Book of Order F-1.03 – 
F-1.04: The Calling of 
the Church. 

 Acted to call the An-
nual Meeting of the 
Congregation, Part II 
and the Annual 
Meeting of the Corpo-
ration for Sunday, 
April 14, 2013 follow-
ing the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service. 

 Elected Ray Fritts and 
W.D. Holmes as our 
commissioners to the 
April meeting of presby-
tery. 

 Approved hosting the 
Erie Chamber Orchestra 
for a concert on Friday, 
November 15, 2013. 

 Approved the transfer 
of $90,000 from the 
Endowment Fund as 
authorized at the Janu-
ary congregational 
meeting in order to bal-
ance the 2013 budget. 

 Approved a variety of 
funding requests from 
various special funds to 

Timm will be on vacation 

and out of town from April 4-

April 12.  Pastoral concerns 

can be addressed by calling 

the church office.  Thank you 

to the Rev. Stephen Morse 

for being on-call while Timm 

is away. 

Vacation 

support programming. 

 Heard from the Budget 
and Stewardship Com-
mittee that an ad hoc 
Financial Discernment 
Committee has now 
been formed to study 
the on-going budget 
issues 

 Heard from Ray Fritts of 
the Global Mission Com-
mittee that a mission 
trip to aid in clean-up 
from hurricane Sandy is 
now scheduled from 
June 16-22, 2013.  Con-
tact Ray if interested.   

 
 W. D. Holmes 

 Clerk of Session 

 

 As I sit down at my 
desk and write this morn-
ing the children are all in 
their classrooms cele-
brating St. Patrick’s Day.  
During the night, a sneaky 
little leprechaun snuck 
into our classrooms and 
was very mischievous. The 
children found green foot-
prints, chairs knocked over 
and toys left out and gold-
en chocolate coins.   
 The teachers are 
getting the children ready 
for spring, the real mean-
ing of Easter, and of 
course… the Easter Bunny.  
This month we have the 
Erie Zoo coming to the 
classrooms to visit the 
students.  They will be 
bringing the smaller ani-
mals from the zoo to teach 
the children about animal 

Covenant Preschool 

habitats, foods they eat and 
other fun facts. 
 We are currently  
accepting applications for 
the 2013-14 school year, if 
you would like to visit the 
preschool just call Lisa Hiegel 
at 456-4243 and we can 
schedule a tour.  We would 
love for you to become a 
part of our “Covenant Pre-
school Family.”  Remember 
to “like” us on Facebook— 
https://www.facebook.com/
CovenantPreschoolErie. 
  

Lisa Hiegel 
Preschool Director 

Congregational Choice Hymns 
 Beginning Sunday, May 26th and continuing every Sun-
day through November 17th, the Sunday morning worship ser-
vice will include at least one congregational choice hymn.  You 
are invited to request your favorite hymn(s) for consideration.  
Your choices do not have to be limited to the hymns in the 
Presbyterian  Hymnal in the pews.  Thank you for your sugges-
tions! 

Spring Lunch 
Parish 5 Spring Lunch Get-Together will be  
Sunday, April 28, after the 11 am service 
(approximately 12:15 p.m.).  More details will 
be provided in postcard reminders. 

My favorite Hymns are: 
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The Youth Want Your Stuff! 
 Have you begun cleaning out closets, basements, attics, garages over the winter?  Moving?  Downsizing?  Kids outgrowing 
their clothes?  We will begin accepting your SORTED, BOXED, and LABELED rummage.  The sale is not until May 4th, but begin-
ning on April 2nd, you can bring your donations to the hallway behind the Knox Hall stage. 
 Take advantage of Rummage Drop-off Service at the end of April!  To show their appreciation to you for your many years of 
providing us with many, many items to sell, youth and their families will meet you at your car and transport your donations to 
Knox Hall.  Just drive up to the service entrance to the church (between Selden Chapel and the pastor’s office) on Sunday even-
ing, April 28th from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Remember, please sort and pack your items in boxes, labeling them with broad categories 
like “women’s clothing”, “toys”, “knicknacks”, “linens”, “kitchen items”, “Christmas decorations”, etc. 
 If you are looking for another way to help the youth raise money to fund their summer trips, consider baking goodies for 
our bake sale to be held during the rummage sale. Homemade items should be packaged for sale and brought to the church on 
Friday, May 3rd, or before 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 4th.  The youth are grateful for the bakers who supply delicious cookies, 
brownies, pies and more for each sale! 
 Thank you for your support!  You are helping to send senior highs to Center for Student Missions mission trip in Chicago, IL 
in June, and middle school students to A Week of Hope mission trip in Pittsburgh—later in June! 

Pictured at right: Por-
traits of 40 years of 
Campus Ministers, the 
Kirk House/Roth 
House, other Kirk 
House memorabilia.  
Come hear from sever-
al former campus min-
isters about how their 
experiences in ministry 
with FPCC shaped their 
lives on Wednesday, 
April 24th at 6:15 p.m. 
in the Parlor (Covenant 
Connections).   
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 “It was the vision of Dr. Robert Veon, Senior Minister, Church of the Covenant, to have a robust outreach to both col-
lege-age members of Church of the Covenant and local campuses - Gannon University, Mercyhurst College, Villa Maria College 
and Penn State - Behrend Campus.  Simultaneously, the Pittsburgh-based Coalition for Christian Outreach was expanding its 
presence on Western Pennsylvania campuses. Robert Long and Jim Welch from the CCO set up the relationship with Covenant 
and the college ministry began summer of 1973.  Three of us - Janet Falhaber, Ron Mele and I - from the CCO were the first cam-
pus missionars at Covenant.  We were the second class of CCO staffers to be placed on campuses since the CCO's inception.   We 
lived and provided ministries from both the Kirk House - the one-time manse of the church - and the Roth House.  Ministries 
included weekly Bible studies, suppers, outreach to campus groups, service teams and, of course, the emerging annual college 
conference in downtown Pittsburgh, Jubilee. 

 It was not long before we housed local college students in the two houses in exchange for ten hours work a week about 
the church.  Some of those students were Jeff Naves, Chuck Klein, Joe Wiehagen, Marlene Hric, Connie Bauer, Debbie Moon, 
Debbie Grieb, Paul Murphy, Bill (Hawkeye), Kim Kennedy, Harold Prussia, Mary (married Harold), Gus McKay and many others. 

The three of us wrapped up our service with the CCO and Covenant in 1976. 

 This was a very rewarding time in the lives of students, parishioners, staffers and community.  The Erie community and 
campuses were the better for the CCO and Covenant's presence, bringing in speakers, concerts and conferences for enriching 
the faith of those involved.  And so the mustard seed planted has grown and many wonderful ministries have come to take shel-
ter in its flourishing limbs. 

 Congratulations to Kirk House on turning 40!  We wish it continued blessings as it 
continues to make Christ known both far and near.”     

   —(The Rev.) Robert M. Bruckart, PhD, LMHC 

 

 “I received your letter regarding the Kirk House ministry and it certainly brought 
back a lot of memories. It’s hard to believe that 40 years have passed. Bob Bruckart and I 
were hired by the (then) Church of the Covenant via CCO to start an outreach ministry to local colleges and interface with the 
church’s high school and career-age members. We were both fresh out of college and filled with a lot of spunk and enthusiasm. 
 After several months of training during the summer of 1973, Bob and I commenced our work. We were excited about 
the work but were also filled with a certain amount of fear and trepidation. Where would we begin? How would we be received 
by the predominantly Catholic college community? 
 In time, the ministry outreach grew into Gannon College and eventually to Villa Maria and Mercyhurst.  Jan Faulhaber 
(now Murphy) joined us in 1974 and branched out the ministry to the Roth House. In general, we were well-received by the area 
college administrators despite our concerns. We endeavored to assuage any concerns on their part by working with the colleges 
in jointly sponsored activities. Our effort was to try to work with and not against existing campus ministries.    
 Even though I’ve lost contact with Bob, Jan, and many of the students we worked with, I would like to think that our 
efforts made an impact for Christ on those within range of our outreach. The fact that the ministry has endured this long gives 
me a degree of satisfaction that, despite whatever mistakes we made, we planted a seed that has grown.  
 Thank you for the invitation to join you for the anniversary activities. Unfortunately, work and family commitments pre-
vent me from participating. I will celebrate with you in spirit.” 
 
Blessings, 

—Ron Mele 

Greetings from our first Kirk House Directors… 
(Learn more about the Coalition for Christian Outreach and the start of Campus Ministry at  

First Covenant from Vince Burens, Executive Vice President of the CCO at Covenant Connections 
on Wednesday, April 3rd at 6:15 p.m.) 

A shot of one of the first classes of Kirk House 

residents courtesy of  Ron Mele. 
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Holy Week 

The 2013 International 
Night, “Expedition 
Around the World,” will 
be happening right in the 
church’s backyard on 
April 20th. Come enjoy 
this popular annual event 
where you can sample 
foods from across the 
globe and take in a varie-
ty of cultural dances and 
performances.  Gannon’s 
International Student 
Office hosts 
the event, 
and the food 
and enter-
tainment will 
be provided 
by interna-
tional stu-
dents who hail from 
many different corners of 
the Earth, and now live 
and study in Erie.  Be a 
“Campus Minister”:   
meet Gannon students 
where they are, reaching 

out and inviting them 
into our church commu-
nity and God’s kingdom 
community here in Erie. 
The event will be held in 
the Hammermill Arena 
(just inside the 7th street 
entrance to Waldron 
campus center). Doors 
open at 5:45 p.m., with 
the buffet dinner begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by performances 

at 7:30 p.m. The 
cost is $10 for 
adults, $5 for stu-
dents, and chil-
dren under 5 get 
in free. Tickets 
are advance sale 
only, and sell out 

quickly! Contact  
Priya George at 
george022@gannon.edu 
for more information. 
 

International Night at Gannon Meet the 2012-2013 Kirk House Residents 

Lydia Altimus 

Major:  

Occupational  

Therapy 

Year: Junior 

Hometown: Erie, PA 

 

Jaimee Anderson 

Major:  

Physical Therapy 

Year: Graduate Student 

Hometown: Emlenton, PA 

 

Emma Klingler 

Major:  

Occupational  

Therapy 

Year: Junior 

Hometown:  

West Springfield, PA 

Molly Long 

Major:  

Physicians Assistant 

Year: Junior 

Hometown: Bergen, NY 

 

Corielle Stickles 

Major: History 

Year: Sophomore 

Hometown: Bellefonte, PA 

 

 

Emily Woodward 

Major:  

Physicians Assistant 

Year: Junior 

Hometown: Mars, PA 

 

40th Anniversary Open House  
at the Kirk House 

 
 
 
 
On Sunday, April 28th, an Open House will be held at the 
Kirk House in lieu of the usual fellowship hour after Sun-
day morning services. Food and coffee will be provided at 
the house following each service, and tours of the house 
will be included after the 11 o’clock service. Use the 
“playground exit” at the bottom of the stair lift near Art 
Gallery Hall.  Come join us!  
 



PAGE 8 

THE COVENANT CHIMES VOLUME 30 NO. 4 

1980s-J. Todd Wahrenberger, M.D. 
 Todd Wahrenberger serves as the Medical Director for the North Side Christian Health Center, which he founded in 

1995 with two fellow physicians and college friends, Mark Guy and Dan Holt. The three lived in the Kirk House in the 

mid 1980s. 

 While a student at Gannon, Todd knew he wanted to help people; he knew he wanted to be a doctor. Kirk House 

directors Fred Jones, Mark Feldcamp and Laurie  Hogue Feldcamp helped him think through a foundation and frame-

work for his life and for why he wanted to “do good.” He began to understand his vocation as a call to something bigger than him-

self and his needs. 

 Todd’s desire to start a Christian health care center in a medically under-served urban area of Pittsburgh was fueled by a variety 

of experiences he had as an undergrad and as a medical student.  Todd knows he could practice medicine elsewhere, where he 

would make a lot more money and receive much more recognition. If he didn’t have the framework given to him by the  for why 

he wants to help people as a doctor, he would be asking himself, “Why am I doing this?” He would have given up by now.  

“The ministry of the Coalition has been the most formative thing in my life.” 

1980s-Darin Sutton 
 “The CCO has had a hand in every aspect of my life, along with other sources of inspiration,” says Darin Sutton. 

“My faith formation started long before college, and continued in parallel with CCO, through the priests, teachers, 

RAs, and students of Gannon. All of my personal, family, and life decisions are influenced by my faith.” 

 Today, Darin works in northeastern Pennsylvania as an electrical engineer and is an active member of St. Hippol-

yte Roman Catholic Church. As an undergraduate at Gannon University, Darrin lived at the Kirk House. 

“I learned life lessons in community living, dealing with the everyday differences, trials, hardships that come up, and 

some of that spilled over into my experience as a student,” Darin remembers. “Without the Kirk House, I probably still would 

have learned a lot of the same things from my involvement in campus ministry, and from going to Mass, but it would have been 

much harder.” 

“The staff and students I met as a result of the CCO’s ministry had a hand in making me the person I am today.” 

1990s-Allie Mollenkof 
 “I know from first-hand experience how effective the work of a campus minister in a student’s life can be,” says 

Allie Mollenkof. “I know how God can use this work to change a student’s life forever.” 

 Allie was a Gannon University student who had never heard the Gospel message, let alone been encouraged to 

live her life according to its implications. During her freshman year, Allie became friends with some girls in her 

residence hall who were Christians. When they were sophomores, a few of them moved into the Kirk House, a 

community living opportunity for Christian students. 

 “My friends introduced me to Tara, the new campus minister, and we hit it off right away,” Allie remembers. “We had sim-

ilar personalities and just got a kick out of each other. We started having coffee pretty regularly, and Tara provided space for me 

to ask any question I wanted about Jesus without making me feel like there was a wrong answer.” 

 Allie met with Tara twice a week throughout her sophomore year. “It was a profound time for me,” Allie says. “Tara painted 

a picture of the Christian faith and who Jesus was that made me recognize what was missing in my life. I really wanted this.” In 

November of 1998, Allie made a commitment to Jesus, and her life was changed. 

 Allie dove into campus ministry activities from that point on. “From the minute I was a Christian, I was doing campus min-

istry,” she says. She attended the Jubilee conference, moved into the Kirk House, and co-led a discussion group for students who 

would not call themselves Christians. When Allie graduated in 2001, she joined CCO staff to work with students at Indiana Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, and later at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, before she started recruiting for the CCO.  

 “Everything would be different today if I hadn’t encountered the CCO’s ministry when I was in college,” Allie says. “The 

CCO’s ministry modeled a Kingdom lifestyle for me. I’m certain that nothing in my life would be the same without it.” 

Campus Ministry shapes lives… 
Learn more about the impact of FPCC Campus Ministry when a panel of former students/Kirk House residents speaks at  

Covenant Connections at Covenant Connections on Wednesday, April 17th at 6:15 p.m. 
Reprinted with permission from the CCO website, www.ccojubilee.org. 
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1990s—David Gonzalez 
 “I was a commuter student at Gannon University. My involvement in the CCO’s ministry helped me to be connect-

ed to the college life and also other Christians of my age. It would have been difficult to be a good witness of Jesus 

without the support and example of fellow CCO students and campus ministers.” 

 David Gonzalez and his wife, Jena, live in Erie, Pennsylvania, where David serves as CEO of the St. Martin Cen-

ter. He is also a member of Erie City Council. 

“The campus ministry was a safe place away from the pressures of college life and academics,” David remembers. He 

graduated from Gannon in 1994 with a degree in psychology. “I grew closer to God as a result of the Bible studies, my interactions 

with fellow Christians and the unconditional support from the campus ministers. 

 “The CCO’s ministry helped me to stay grounded during the college years. My faith in God is my guide in this life. My person-

al relationship with Jesus guides my very being.”  David, who moved with his family to Erie from Puerto Rico when he was 14, has 

done extensive work with the Latino community in northeastern Pennsylvania. He  is a graduate of the “Leadership Erie” program.  

 “The CCO helped to strengthen my foundation in the Christian faith,” says David. “I learned, and will continue living my faith, 

as I was taught by CCO staff.” 

1990s—Darcy Ginader 
 “When I went off to college, I believed what I grew up with, basically my parents’ beliefs,” says Darcy Ginader. 

“But this didn’t give me the it of my beliefs. Throughout my college years, CCO staff challenged me to find out why 

and what I believe. They made it a safe place to share and yet be challenged at the same time.” 

 Darcy first connected to First Covenant’s campus ministry during her freshman year at Gannon University. “I was 

simply looking for a Protestant worship experience,” she remembers. “I began going to an ecumenical service on 

Sunday nights and met Marleta Matthews and Ty Furman.  Over the next couple years, I joined Bible studies at the 

Kirk House, and a leaders group with Jason Hickman and Julie Stoner VanEman. My senior year, I decided to live in the Kirk 

House.” 

 Besides providing fellowship and hospitality, the Kirk House offers students an opportunity to live together in Christian com-

munity. “I learned more about my faith as I grew to listen and understand the faith backgrounds and living faith of each of the 

members of the house,” Darcy remembers. “I continued to live at the Kirk House through grad school and even assisted in a leader-

ship position during the 1999-2000 school year. I grew more than ever in that final year through the chal-

lenges the students gave me.” 

 Darcy approaches her work, both as a physical therapist and as a wife and mother, differently because 

of what she learned through the CCO’s ministry, and particularly the Jubilee conference. “Jubilee helped me 

remember that faith is much more than a personal journey,” she says. “I needed to remember to integrate my 

faith and love for the Lord in everything I do. Even in the medical field, where many times you are not al-

2000s—Andy Halfhill 
 “I was basing my decision about graduate school and a future career more on the 

potential to make money than how God might want to use my life for His Kingdom 

work,” Andy Halfhill says. “I decided to become an environmental consultant, a job that is important for the 

Kingdom, but also pays decently, and these were equal motivations to me. A couple of months into graduate 

school, God laid upon my heart an incredible passion for helping the poor. So now I work for Heifer Interna-

tional, a nonprofit international development organization that works with communities to help lift them out 

of poverty in an environmentally sustainable way. What a great fit of my interests and training!” 

 Andy graduated from Gannon University in 2002 with a degree in biology. Today, he and his wife, Hannah, are raising their 

family in Little Rock, Arkansas, where Andy works for Heifer International in the Asia/South Pacific Program. “I have had the 

opportunity to travel to Asia a few times and help work to end hunger and poverty in this region,” he says. “My primary involve-

ment with a campus ministry while at Gannon was as a student leader for IMPACT, a wilderness program started and led by Sam 

Van Eman,” Andy says. “IMPACT provided a Christian community for me to be vulnerable with, to learn from, and to grow with 

my peers. I had never been a part of something like that before. 

“The lessons that I learned while involved in campus ministry continue to affect the way that I work today. If there is one lesson 

that has stuck with me the most, it is that my faith was to be lived out in all areas of life:  such as where I live, how I spend my 

money, how I lead, how I make choices and their effects on my marriage and family life. I view my life, and in particular my job, 

as something that I am responsible to God to be a faithful and wise steward of.” 
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In the News 

 Roe v. Wade decision delivered by Supreme Court 

 World Trade Center opens in New York and be-
comes world’s tallest building 

 Sears Tower opens in Chicago 

 U.S. troops withdrawn from Vietnam 

 OPEC restricted delivery of crude oil to nations 
supporting Israel 

 Watergate hearings begin and President Richard 
Nixon proclaims: “I am not a crook.” 

Prices 
$.40/gallon, gasoline 
$12,900/year, average income 
$.45/dozen, price of eggs 
$2,900  price of new AMC Javelin car 

Film 
American Graffiti, The Exorcist,  
Jesus Christ-Superstar, Live and Let Die 
and The Sting were box office hits 

Radio 
Tie a Yellow Ribbon ‘Round the Old Oak Tree 
(Tony Orlando and Dawn), Killing Me Softly with His Song 
(Roberta Flack), Delta Dawn (Helen Reddy), 
Crocodile Rock (Elton John), Angie (Rolling Stones), 
and My Love (Paul McCartny and Wings) were hits. 

TV 
The Waltons, The Odd Couple, The Partridge Family, 
Colombo, McMillan and Wife, Mary Tyler Moore and M*A*S*H 
were all enjoying first-run popularity on prime time.  
Kojak and The Six Million Dollar Man premiered. 

Do you remember? 
1973 predated PCs (computers), cell phones, the Internet, cable television...  
What was it like in 1973 when the Kirk House ministry began?  Here are some ideas…. 
 
To learn about the changing college student culture through the decades,  
join us on Wednesday, April 10 as Jamie Swank, 
Director of Residence Life at Grove City College, makes a multi-media presentation on the topic 
during Covenant Connections at 6:15 p.m. in the Parlor. 

Read more about it… 
Look for a  special 40th 
Anniversary display of 
Campus Ministry-related 
titles in the Brittan Library! 

Locally 

 Penn State Behrend became a 4-year school 

 Reverend Bob Veon was Pastor of Church of the Cove-
nant (which did not merge with First Presbyterian 
Church until 1981) 

 July, 1973: First Coalition for Christian Outreach 
 campus ministers arrived, Bob Bruckart and Ron Mele. 

 Gannon College was in its 9th year of being co-
educational, after being previously an all-male school.  

 Gannon would not become a “university” until 1979. 

 The all-female Villa Maria College would merge with  
 Gannon in 1989. 

 The Kirk House was home to male students while its 
next-door neighbor, The Roth House was home to fe-
male students. 

 The Roth House was demolished in 1986 to make room 
for a new wing to the Kirk House, and to later add a 
church playground. 
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The Menu for April Covenant 
Connections Dinners looks 
delicious! Our chefs, Kevin 
and Jackie have “cooked up” 
some great menus! Here are 
the April entrees: 
 
April 3   Chicken Parmesan 
 
April  10     City Chicken 
 
April 17   Beef Stoganoff 
 
April 24     Tacos 
 (Last connections 
 dinner of program  
                     year) 
 
(Every week features a salad 
bar and dessert as well!) 

April Covenant Connections 

Meal Prices:  
$5.00 per adult  
(12 years old and up) 
 

$3.00 per child (aged 5-11 
years) and college students   
 

FREE for children aged 4 
years and under.   
 

A family maximum (for par-
ents and their minor chil-
dren living under the same 
roof) of $15.00 will apply.  
 

Reservations: Please make 
your dinner reservation by 
noon on Mondays by calling 
the church office at 456-
4243 or e-mailing Julie at 
julie.johnson 

@firstcovenanterie.org. 

CHILDREN 
Nursery                   Room 113 
 Anne Sauer 
Preschool                    Clsrm A 
 Melissa Mauro,   
 Lindsey Steiner 
K, Grades 1& 2           Clsrm C 
 Darcy Ginader 
Grades 3, 4 & 5     Room 313 
 Mary Messenger, 
 Jason Fisher 
  

YOUTH 
Grades 6-12        S.H. Lounge 
 Clint Messenger 
Confirmation Class    Rm 119 
 Seph Kumer, 
 Stephanie Rose Briggs 
  

ADULT 
“Book of Confessions” 
Timm will offer a study on  
the Book of Confessions, 
Part 1 of The Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church 

(USA), during Sundays in 
April and May with the ex-
ception of April 7th, when 
the class will not meet.  Cop-
ies of the current Book of 
Confessions are available in 
the church office for pur-
chase and will serve as the 
text for the class, or you may 
obtain your own copy of the 
book. 
Place: Fidelis Room  
(second floor) 
Facilitator: Timm High 
 
“21st Century Christianity” 
This year, this class will be 
using the book “Speaking 
Christian:  Why Christian 
Words Have Lost their 
Meaning and Power and 
How They Can Be Restored” 
by Marcus J. Borg.  Borg is an 
important colleague of John 

Dominic Crossan, and both 
share similar views about 
what Christianity should be 
today.     
Place: Room 116  
(across from the library) 
Facilitator: Bill Sesler 
 
“Epistle of James” 
Perhaps we should begin by 
thinking of the Epistle of 
James a little like we think of 
Avis; having to try harder.  
After all, it was not even 
included in the earliest com-
pilations of the biblical can-

Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. thru May 26, 2013 

Sunday School Spring Schedule 

Discover great joy studying the Bible together with the church 
family.  Visit a class during April!   

on and as late as the six-
teenth century no less a 
church leader that Martin  
Luther would have banished 
it.  Yet there it is wedged 
between Hebrews and I Pe-
ter to challenge us in the 
early twenty first century.  
Maybe that’s the problem, 
our willingness to face the 
challenge.  Why not find out 
what it’s all about? 
Place: Witherspoon Room 
(second floor) 
Facilitator: W.D. Holmes 

Kirk House at 40 Series 
During April, the Wednesday Connections class at  
6:15 p.m. will commemorate the forty year partnership of 
Coalition for Christian Outreach(CCO) and First Presbyteri-
an Church of the Covenant.   
 

April 3 “Once Upon a Time…” Vince Burens, 
Executive Vice President for CCO, will give the 
history of CCO and its relationship with First 
Covenant. 
 

April 10 “The Changing Face of College  
Students”  Jamie Swank, Director of Residence 
Life at Grove City College will be speaking. 
 

April 17 “Where are they now?”  Kirk House/Campus 
Ministry program participants from past years will return 
and talk about the impact the program had on their lives. 
 

April 24 “Where are they now?—Part II”  A panel discus-
sion by past CCO Kirk House Directors about how serving 
in Campus Ministry shaped their lives.   
 

Pray for the 2013 Confirmation Class 
Katherine McKinley, Stephanie Rose Briggs, Richard Fetzner, 

Ellie Fetzner, Seph Kumer and Maggie Patton 
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Mission Spotlight…  
by Debbie Neidig, Mission Coordinator 

 
The purpose of Local and Global Mission at First Covenant is to reach beyond our walls and ourselves to impact the 

community and world for Christ through ministries of compassion, justice and evangelism.  

Eco Palms 
Palm Fronds Worthy of  

Celebration  
 The Global Mission 
Committee of First Presby-
terian Church of the Cove-
nant wants to share in grate-
ful celebration 
within the church 
community that 
once again we 
were able to par-
ticipate in the Eco-
Palm Project 2013.  
  Our purchase of Eco
-Palms for First Presbyterian 

Church of the Covenant 
helps ensure a market for 
the palms, which in turn 
means communities can 
depend on fair and stable 
wages and the forests can be 

protected. The min-
istry and mission of 
Compassion, Peace 
and Justice works to 
reflect God’s inten-
tion for a just, 

peaceful, and compassionate 
world through  the Eco-Palm 
Project. 

April take12 Initiative 
A Covenant4Community Gift 
Card gathering has been 
designated by the Local Mis-
sion Committee of First Cov-
enant, as the APRIL take12 
Initiative. 
Please bring a gift card that 
can be used by those in need 
in our local community. No 
gift is too small. If you are 
looking for gift ideas, please 
consider the following: 
Gift cards in multiple de-
nominations up to and in-
cluding $25.  Suggested 
stores are Dollar General 
and Wal-Mart.  Donate Food 
Gift Cards in increments of 
$5 -$25 for Subway 
The main purpose of the 
gathering is to create and 
strengthen community. Join 
together as a congregation 
to engage in Compassion, 
Peace and Justice Ministries, 
through our response to the 
needs of Erie’s most vulnera-

ble and address injustice in 
all areas of life. The above 
establishments all sell gift 
cards, and some start at as 
little as $5.00. The next time 
you patronize one of these, 
or if you are just passing by, 
stop in and purchase some 
gift cards in the amount that 
you can afford.  
During the month of April, 
please place Gift Cards in the 
Offering Plate, Debbie Nei-
dig’s Church Mailbox or 
bring to the Church Office.  
Unable to purchase a Gift 
Card? Write a check to the 
Church and in the memo line 
print GIFT CARD…We will 
designate your funds toward 
this Outreach Project! 
All gift cards gathered will 
then be used at the discre-
tion of members of the Staff 
to aid those who come into 
Church seeking assistance. 

 Beginning June 10, 2013, the Faith Community will 
join together with Greater Erie Area Habitat for Humanity and 
construct another house, in only 21 days! 
 Together with over 40 churches represented and 
more than 300 volunteers last year, Habitat Erie has success-
fully completed “The House that Faith Built” in 2009, “The 
House that Hope Built” in 2010,  “The House that Love Built” in 
2011, and the 2012 builds which included “The House that Joy 
Built” and “The House that Peace Built”.   
 Each of these houses was built in only 21 days and 
now wonderful families have a place to call home. Final plans 
are underway for the current Habitat Erie build to take place in 
June 2013. 
 To become involved, call or see John and Diane  
Firman at 814.899.2080 or difootloose@aol.com 

WANT MORE HABITAT UPDATES? 
Check out their website, www.habitaterie.org, which will con-
nect you to all Habitat happenings. Sign-up for their e-mail 
newsletter, keep up to date with upcoming events, check out 
current projects and learn about the 2013 family. 
Sharing Brings  

 

Habitat for Humanity 
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Mission and Outreach Opportunities 
First Covenant Congregation…Mark your calendars, make a 
connection to one of these programs, and commit to make a 
difference for Christ and His Kingdom in Erie and Around the 
World! 
Call…Debbie Neidig at 814.456.4243,  
Click…debbieneidig@hotmail.com and 
Connect on Facebook at FPCC Mission 
 
Engage: 
Wednesday Connections 

Every Wednesday night starting at 5:15 PM 
 
Involve: 
Local Mission Committee  
Global Mission Committee 
 The Committees meet the 4th Wednesday of Every Month. 
 Team up with our current members as we take Christ to the 
 Community; locally, nationally and internationally. 
 
Endeavors: 
 
TAKE12 Initiatives:  Monthly Mission Project, Local & Global 
 
1st Thursday every month—Covenant Cooks @ Erie City Mission
   Erie, PA 
 Contact Ben Fillmore-814.838.8529 
 
April-June 2013-After-School Home Work Help-MLK Center 
    Erie, PA 
 Contact Lauren Fillmore-814.838.8529 
 
 June 10-30, 2013- Habitat for Humanity House Build  
    Erie, PA 
 Contact John or Diane Firman-814.899.2080 
 
 Short Term Mission Teams:      
   East Coast, USA 
 USA: Super Storm Sandy Clean Up– See details on Page 14.  

Contact Ray Fritts 440-2880 or Debbie Neidig 574-276-6544 
 
 Overseas: October 2013- Marion Medical Mission: Malawi,  
 Tanzania, and Zambia Africa 
 October 2013-Shallow Well Installation 

Contact Joel Magee  
or Tom Logan at TomJLoganmmm@gmail.com 

 
 
Family and Friends of First Presbyterian Church of the Cove-
nant diligently pray for our missionaries and agencies as well 
as, dutifully participate in ministry opportunities!  Join us and 

IMPACT OUR WORLD! 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow... 
  
 On February 11, 2013, my heart was blessed by the 
people of this church who shared their afternoon in support of 
the Miriam Center and the work there of myself and Autumn 
Marshall. THANK YOU so much for your attendance and for 
opening your hearts to the mission that is at work to bring 
love, dignity, and respect to people with disabilities in North-
west Haiti. Also, a huge thank you again to each person who 
helped make it such a success. 
 Additionally, Autumn and I can not thank you enough 
for all of your prayers and financial donations towards our 
work through many ways including donations anonymously 
placed in the basket at the luncheon or forwarded to my mis-
sion account with accompanying notes. Each and every dona-
tion is a blessing to us and to the people we will serve. I have 
been joyously overwhelmed by your generous response and I 
want you to know that each of you play a large role in helping 
the people of Haiti at the Miriam Center. Autumn and I will do 
everything we possibly can for the beautiful people of Haiti 
thanks to the help of our faithful Father and His generous peo-
ple. 
 As Autumn began her full time year in Haiti at the end 
of February, I have been becoming more and more excited for 
my journey and will leave in just two short months on May 25. 
We would appreciate if you would please continue to pray for 
the people of the Miriam Center and of Haiti, for all of the 
work being done there, and for safety and provision on our 
behalf as missionaries. I will return at the end of June with the 
great stories that God will unfold while I am serving in Haiti. 
Also, please follow my blog that I will update with pictures and 
stories while I am serving! The website address 
is: www.revealinghaiti2u.blogspot.com.   
 Thank you again. 
 
 With love and gratitude to all, 
 Julia Campbell 
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Out of Destruction Comes Deliverance 
    reachglobal Crisis Response 
 A crisis propels Christ’s followers to action. From Peru, the Philippines, and Plainfield, NJ, 
congregations have responded to the devastated areas to provide immediate relief, hope and long-
term strategies for restoration. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and the earthquakes in Haiti 
and Japan, and now Super Storm Sandy of October 2012, lives are being changed by the love of 
Christ as reachglobal serves those in the wake of crises. Engaging churches around the world, 
reachglobal mobilizes partnerships to connect resources and response with church movements and 
local church leaders. 
 Join the FPCC reachglobal team, June 16-June 23, 2013 as we partner with the Beacon Evangelical Free Church, in Gal-
loway, NJ and reachglobal, to show HIS love to others during their time of crisis.  Please plan to serve as God leads and be open 
to ministering to the spiritual, emotional and physical need of those affected by Hurricane Sandy.  Hurricane Sandy dramatically 
impacted the people of the Northeast who are in need of the Gospel…This is an opportunity to live out our faith by working at 
the intersection of the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. Please contact Ray Fritts, raymond.fritts@hilti.com / 
814.440.2880, Debbie Neidig,debbieneidig@hotmail.com /574.276.6544, or the FPCC Church Office (814.456.4243).   
Also watch the Bulletin for Meeting Times and Updates. 
 

Ignite your passion to serve Christ and others through Compassion and Care.   
A mission field is created in the midst of every Crisis! 

 

Beacon EFC, Galloway, NJ, has organized an extraordinary response to their community in coordination with reachglobal. They 
will be using volunteers every week going forward, Wednesdays – Saturdays, (an ongoing need). Through Beacon EFC there will 
be access to a large community of people who are not being served. Though sent to do work tasks, many other opportunities 
will be available to minister. 
POSSIBLE WORK TEAM ASSIGNMENTS:  

 Help support our Church partners in a variety of ways  

 All aspects of church and home reconstruction and repair  

 Cooking for your team (or a season of teams) &/or helping with meal preparation or clean-up 

 Maintenance of the church & warehouse facilities 

 Prayer Walks in the areas of homeowners whose homes are being repaired  

 Prayer warriors for the area of churches 

 Home visits in the neighborhoods to build relationships, to disciple new believers, etc. 

 There is an ongoing need for people with the gift of serving, evangelism  and empathy 

 Administrative work   

 Help with block parties to our friends in the neighborhoods – as a form of loving them for Christ Jesus and building relationships  

 Other needs as determined 
 
reachglobal is the international arm of the EFCA, The Evangelical Free Church of America, existing to multiply healthy churches 
among all people for the glory of God. The goal of reachglobal is to touch 100 million lives with the gospel over the next dec-
ade. Use the gifts and strengths God has given you to make a difference. 
 

www.efca.org/reachglobal for more information 
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Where tradition comes to life! 

250 West 7th Street 
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501-1602 

Return Service Requested 

“The Covenant Chimes” is going electronic 
 Did you know that you can visit the church’s website each month and download a PDF of the monthly newsletter? Now, in addition to 
that feature, we are going to begin emailing The Covenant Chimes monthly to everyone who has an email address instead of mailing a printed paper 
copy of the newsletter to those families. This will save the church printing costs, mailing costs and time. This new process will become effective 
with the June 2013 edition of the monthly newsletter. In order to assure that we have everyone’s updated email addresses, we need you to fill 
out the form below and return it to the church office by Wednesday, May 15th. Even if you think (or know) that we have your current email 
address on file, we are asking that you please return this form. This will allow us time to get our database updated with the information you have 
provided. No email address and no computer? No problem! We will still mail printed copies of the newsletter to those who DO NOT have an email 
address. Just simply indicate it on the form below and return the form to us.  
 

Do you enjoy visiting Panera Bread? We will be giving a $25 gift card to Panera Bread to one person/household who has returned their form. We 
will randomly draw the lucky recipient’s returned form from all those who have returned their forms by May 15 th.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation as we transition our newsletter from a printed publication to an electronic publication.  

Family’s Last Name __________________________________________________ 

Please list the names of all members of your household and include each person’s primary email ad-

dress: 

Name _______________________________ Email __________________@____________________ 

Name _______________________________ Email __________________@____________________ 

Name _______________________________ Email __________________@____________________ 

Name _______________________________ Email __________________@____________________ 
 

If you DO NOT have an email address and computer access, please check the box below.  

 [    ]  I/we DO NOT have an email address and computer access. Please continue to mail us a paper 

 copy of the monthly newsletter.  

   

 Please return all completed forms to the church office by Wednesday, May 15th.  


