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Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is not something we watch. It is something we do: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. 

Please share greetings and comments. Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Montgomery Service 
 

Gathering Music                          “Cantilena,” Josef Reinberger                                Leslie Weber 
                                                       

Welcome & Announcements                          Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 
Opening Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)        Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 

 O Lord, our Shepherding God, come close to us now. Come near us in our time of need.    
  We need you in our time of anxiety. 
   We need you in our time of economic uncertainty. 
    We need you in a time of a globe-trotting disease. 
  We need you to bind our wounds, 
  and pour your healing ointment on our heads . 
   We need the briars, and brambles, and burrs 
   pulled out of our fleece and skin. 
 

 Shepherding God, you guide us with your voice. 
  Help us to listen and follow no matter where your voice leads. 
  Help us to trust you. 
   

 Shepherding God, protect us from the hired hands, 
  that do not really care for us and have neglected or abused us in the past. 
 

 Shepherding God, 
  renew us, guide us with your love and renew us with your peace. Amen                                              
      ~adapted from~ Long and Winding Road blog. http://vicarofwadley.blogspot.ca/ by Rev. Abi.  

 

*Hymn #11                                            Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud                    (page 5) 
 

 
 
Call to Confession                          Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                        Rev. Chris Weichman      
                       

God who shepherds us, you must wonder how long we will continue to live the way we do.   
 We snatch hope out of the grasp of those who need it most.   
Our acts of kindness are offered only to those we think to be deserving of our generosity.   
We often ignore those in our lives who are suffering with real losses and real pain,  
 afraid of becoming too vulnerable and too open to being wounded ourselves.  
Yet you refuse to keep forgiveness a mystery, Gracious God,  
 but offer it to us without any hesitation.   
You gather us in the green pastures of mercy, so we might find hope;  
 you offer us a drink of the living waters  
 so we might become still enough to listen to your heart;  
  you send the Spirit to take us by the hand to lead us on the paths of justice;  
  may the goodness and mercy of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,  
  follow us all the days as we seek to be faithful in our calling to serve him.  Amen. 
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*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                    Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 Hear the good news: God will lead us into places of hope; God will give us the waters of life to strengthen us; 
 God will be with us in every moment, in every place of our lives. 
  Anointed with grace, fed with joy and wonder,  
   we offer blessing and thanksgiving  
  to the One who forgives us now and forever.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
                 ~Confession Liturgy written by Thom Shuman from https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                       Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
   And also with you. 

 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace in the comment section on the Facebook livestream. 

 
 

 
 
First Reading  Ezekiel 34:1-18                                          Rachel Moldovan 
   The word of the Lord came to me: 2 Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and say to 
them—to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! 
Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat-
lings; but you do not feed the sheep. 4 You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have 
not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and 
harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became 
food for all the wild animals. 6 My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill; 
my sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no one to search or seek for them. 
 7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd; and because 
my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my 
sheep; 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds; 
and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed 
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them. 
 11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12 As shepherds seek 
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all 
the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with good pas-
ture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they 
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 
them lie down, says the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the in-
jured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 

 

Hymn #740                        Lead Me, Guide Me                   (page 6) 
 

Children’s Moment               Rev. Chris Weichman      
 

Second Reading   John 9:11-18                                                                            Rev. Britney L.V. Knight     
  

 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shep-
herd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have pow-
er to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”   
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Sermon                                                        “I AM: The Good Shephard”                            Rev. Britney L.V. Knight  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Time of Reflection                         “Shepherd Me, O God,” Marty Haugen                 Leslie Weber 
       @1986 GIA Publications 

               Soloists, Ms. Peyton Thiem and Mr. Robert Kerner 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 God is Good… All the Time! 
 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                 Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

*Hymn #187                         Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                                                    (page 7) 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings      We give out of gratitude to God for…             Rev. Britney L.V. Knight       
 

Thank you for enabling ministry using the blue shop now button on the church’s Facebook page or  
see the box below. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                     Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 
*Response #177 (v.4 & refrain)        I Will Come to You 
 

“I am the Word that leads all to freedom; I am the peace the world cannot give. 
I will call your name embracing all your pain; Stand up, now walk and live! 

Do not be afraid I am with you. I have called each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 

I love you and you are mine. 
                           I Will Come to You”, Text and Music: David Haas, ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved reprinted under ONE LICENSE 734089-A 

 

*Benediction            Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 

Postlude                  “Praeludium in F# minor,” D. Buxtehude                                     Leslie Weber 

   
In lieu of Sanctuary flowers a donation to Sunday Suppers has been given by Rick & Debbie Bernardini 

 in memory of Roy Bernardini & Lois S. Bernardini and  David L. Brown & Ann W. Brown. 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
 
 
 
Sharing with Edison School Families The Deacons have partnered with Erie’s Edison School to help stock their 
 Family Pantry with items the school has requested to support their students and families.  Each week we will be 
 collecting different items to donate.  This week we are collecting adult/child toothbrushes & toothpaste. We are 
 still receiving last weeks items: shampoo/conditioner, soap, and baby wash.  You may drop items off at the church 
 office between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00p.m.   
 

  

Silent Prayer & Reflection Sign up in advance to spend 25 minutes quietly praying (masked) or reflecting in the 
 sanctuary. 10, 10:30, 11 or 11:30 a.m. time slots available. Next opportunity: March 2.  A copy of the prayer 
 chain and other reflection suggestions provided.  Enter from main 6th street doors. RSVP required:  
 office@firstcovenanterie.org 
  
 

Youth in Grades 6th-12th are invited to two days of service and fun.  In February, we did not get a chance to hang out 
 and serve like prior months but pencil Youth Group on your calendar for March 13th or 14th 1-4 PM.  The first two 
 hours we will be donating our time to “citizen science.”  Citizen science is a term for researchers and scientists 
 enlisting the help of everyday people to review thousands of videos, pictures, and other data with the hopes of 
 completing their research.  We will be utilizing the website Zooniverse.org to enlist in different research projects 
 from Polar Bears to Ice Age Fossils to Light Curves and more, we will help sort through and identify the data they 
 need to complete their projects.  All these projects help scientists understand our environment, world, and  space 
 better.  As we are called to be care-takers of creation, or a more literal term “co-creators,” with God, this is a 
 whole new way of thinking about stewardship.  You are invited to bring your laptop or tablet to work together on 
 a project of your choosing.  Computers in the office will be available for small groups to work. During our last 
 hour of time together, Kaitlyn Falk has put together a scavenger hunt throughout the building.  Join us for a couple 
 of hours of service and fun. 10 students per day can sign-up with Pastor Britney. Please text or GroupMe text your 
 reservation. All students are welcomed to do both days.  On Sunday March 14th, there is an optional 12:30 PM ar-
 rival time to practice bells with Montgomery Service for 45 minutes with the hopes of recording a piece for 
 Lent.  Please let Pastor Britney know if you are coming for that optional time!  We will see you soon!  
 
Are you a baker?  We are looking for volunteers to bake mini-loaves of bread to be shared with the congregation on 
 Maundy Thursday. We have the pans if you have the time.  For more information contact  
 chris.weichman@firstcovenaterie.org 
 
 

Know a Gannon or Prep or other student attending classes downtown? The church offers deeply discounted semes-
 ter rate parking for students.  Contact joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org to inquire. 
 

Add a “Prayer Chain” icon to your phone’s home screen.  Click on it and it will always take you to the most update-
 ed version of the prayer chain in Google Docs. Seph can help you on Thursdays. Call: 814.566.0287.  

 

Faith Formation...How will you invite God to form your faith in 2021? 
 Children/Families Jr. Ringers met and had a great time, see Monty’s email for details on our next meeting.  

 Youth Stay connected with our youth group text and GroupMe Chat.  

 Adults- 
 Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays,10:30am.  Now a closed study because of nature of discussions. If interested 
   in studying Me and White Supremacy (Layla F. Saad), let Britney know so a new discussion group can begin. 
  Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, interviews with community leaders. 
 Women & the Word (Zoom) Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m., NEW book: Always a Guest  by Barbara Brown Taylor, 
   $10 suggested donation, available now in the office. 
 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, March 11, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris. 

 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Rob Baker. Studying Lent. 
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