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Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is not something we watch. It is something we do: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. 

Please share greetings and comments. Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Montgomery Service 
 

Gathering Music                    Carry the Light,” Twila Paris                                          Leslie Weber 
                                                      @1988 Ariose Music / untain Spring Music/Admin EMI Christian Music @2002 Lillenas Publishing 

 

Welcome & Announcements                                Rev. Chris Weichman 

 
Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 Lord Christ, open our eyes 
  to see clearly the light of the world. 
 Holy Spirit, illumine our minds 
  to perceive God’s glory shining among us. 
 Almighty God, prepare our hearts 
  to see, to trust, to worship the Messiah. 
 

*Hymn #11                                            Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud                    (page 5) 
 
 
 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                              Rachel Moldovan 
                 

 Wonder-working God, 
  forgive us when preconceived notions 
  cloud our vision and blind us 
  to your activity in our lives. 
 We watch for signs of your glory 

 in the successful and strong, 
 in pious acts and answered prayers, 
 in favorable outcomes and dreams fulfilled. 

 But you make yourself known in unexpected ways: 
 in shepherd boys lifted to the throne, 

 outcasts returned to community; 
 and ordinary pools made extraordinary by your grace, 
 through water and mud. 

 We long for a salve that relieves our stubborn focus 
 on inconsequential questions, 

 and for water that heals our blindness 
 to revelations of your love. 

 Open our eyes, illumine our minds, 
  and prepare our hearts, 
  to receive your amazing grace.  Amen 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                Rachel Moldovan 
    

 The God who challenges us 
  is also the God who encourages us. 
 The God who confronts us 
  is also the God who accepts us. 
 Be assured that God is with us even now, 
 accepting, guiding, and forgiving 
  Thanks be to God. 
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*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                             Rachel Moldovan 
   

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
   And also with you. 

 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace in the comment section on the Facebook livestream. 

 
 

 
 
First Reading  John 9:1-17                                     Montgomery Service 
  

 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neigh-
bors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who 
had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sab-
bath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said 
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

Children’s Moment                               Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #314                                    Christ, Be Our Light                                                           (page 6) 
 

Second Reading   John 9:18-41                                                                                 Rev. Chris Weichman      
  

 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 

the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for him-
self.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him.” 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He an-
swered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Mo-
ses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 
not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
your sin remains. 
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Sermon                                            “I am the Light of the World: Sight and Insight”              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Time of Reflection        I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say, Thomas Tallis/ arr. Cherwien    Soloist, Mr. Seth Howell 
 Is FPCC a John 9 community? Like the blind man, are we being transformed?  Are we a community that 
 judges rightly? Who is really a sinner? Why is a person struggling? Is it his fault or is he stuck in an unjust 
 system?  Are we/you open to critique? Do our established understandings shut out the chance to see God at 
 work?  Are we humble enough to admit that for now we see in a mirror dimly, as Paul says? 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

 God is Good… All the Time! 
 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

*Hymn #649                                Amazing Grace                                                                 (page 7) 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings      We give out of gratitude to God for…                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Thank you for enabling ministry using the blue shop now button on the church’s Facebook page or  
see the box below. 

*Benediction                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Response #177 (v.1 & refrain)        I Will Come to You 
 

“I will come to you in the silence; I will lift you from all of your fear. 
You will hear my voice; I claim you as my choice. 

Be still and know I am here. 
Do not be afraid I am with you. I have called each by name. 

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 
I love you and you are mine. 

                           I Will Come to You”, Text and Music: David Haas, ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved reprinted under ONE LICENSE 734089-A 

 

Postlude               Movement I from Suite Gothique, Leon Boellann                               Leslie Weber 

   
In lieu of Sanctuary flowers a donation to “Our Neighbor’s Place” & “Sunday Suppers”  

has been lovingly given in memory of Ruth Dockstader, by her daughter, Debby & son, David. 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
 
 
Sharing with Edison School Families The Deacons have partnered with Erie’s Edison School to help stock their 
 Family Pantry with items the school has requested to support their students and families.  Each week we will be 
 collecting different items to donate.  This week we are collecting shampoo/conditioner, soap, and baby wash.  
 You may drop items off at the church office between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00p.m.   
 

  

Silent Prayer & Reflection Sign up in advance to spend 25 minutes quietly praying (masked) and walking the prayer 
 labyrinth in the sanctuary. 5, 5:30, 6 or 6:30 a.m. time slots available. Next opportunity: February 25.  A copy 
 of the prayer chain and other reflection suggestions provided.  Enter from main 6th street doors. RSVP required:  
 office@firstcovenanterie.org 
  
 

Are you a baker?  We are looking for volunteers to bake mini-loaves of bread to be shared with the congregation on 
 Maundy Thursday. We have the pans if you have the time.  For more information contact  
 chris.weichman@firstcovenaterie.org 
 
Janet Coryell passed away on February 16.  Arrangements are unavailable at this time. 
 
February is Black History Month How much do you know about the 400-year history and impact of a living institu-
 tion in African American life – the Black church? Channel 54 WQLN PBS is airing a 2-part series The Black 
 Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song hosted by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. on Tuesdays, February 16 and 
 23 at 9:00 p.m.  We are invited to a 15-minute private preview and discussion on Thursday, February 11 at 
 7:00 p.m. Register here: www.tinyurl.com/BlackChurchPrivatePreview 
 
 

Vaccine Watch As we wait our turn for the Covid vaccine, here are some helpful hints, especially if you are 65  and 
 older: 1. Connect with your Primary Doctor to let their office know you are ready, 2. Keep a close eye on local 
 newspaper/TV for available doses/locations, 3: Sign-up for local distribution sites using the PA Vaccine map: 
 www.tinyurl.com/ErieVaccine, 4. Know anyone who needs a ride OR who is less internet savvy?  Offer to assist. 
 
 

Know a Gannon or Prep or other student attending classes downtown? The church offers deeply discounted semes-
 ter rate parking for students.  Contact joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org to inquire. 
 

Add a “Prayer Chain” icon to your phone’s home screen.  Click on it and it will always take you to the most update-
 ed version of the prayer chain in Google Docs. Seph can help you on Thursdays. Call: 814.566.0287.  

 

Faith Formation...How will you invite God to form your faith in 2021? 
 Children/Families Jr. Ringers will meet February 23rd from 5:00-6:00 to play and possibly record.  In order to 
   attend you must let Monty know you are interested, we will be masked, distanced and a Parent/Guardian    
   must stay for each family of ringers. 

 Youth Stay connected with our youth group text and GroupMe Chat.  
 Adults- 
 Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays,10:30am.  Now a closed study because of nature of discussions. If interested 
   in studying Me and White Supremacy (Layla F. Saad), let Britney know so a new discussion group can begin. 
  Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, interviews with community leaders. 
 Women & the Word (Zoom) Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m., NEW book: Always a Guest  by Barbara Brown Taylor, 
   $10 suggested donation, available now in the office. 
 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, February 25, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris. 

 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Ro,b Baker. Studying Lent. 

 

Music Ministry Opportunities (Covid-adapted) Contact Monty Service: montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org  
 Praise Band - smaller configurations of instrumentalists / singers 
 Kids / Youth - chimes / hand bells  
 Vocal / Instrumental Solos - have a talent to share in worship?  Offer your gifts! 
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