
 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2021 

Premiering on Facebook Live and You Tube at 12:00 
Recording available after live service: www.tinyurl.com/FPCCYouTube  

And www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is not something we watch. It is something we do: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. 

 
Prelude:                           Hear My Prayer, Moses Hogan                                                 Leslie Weber                   
                              @2001 Hal Leonard Corp  
Call to Worship: (responsively)                                                  Rachel Moldovan 
 

 We come to worship God as the Lenten season begins, aware of frailty and our failings. 
  We come seeking God’s mercy, acknowledging our mortality. 
 Having received the waters of baptism, 
  We come to be marked now with ashes. 
 May we humble ourselves before God not with a yoke of burden, 
  But a mantle of freedom in Jesus’ name. 
 
Meditation Music                    Our Father in Heaven, JS Bach                    Leslie Weber 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12                                                 Montgomery Service 
Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house 
of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they 
delight to draw near to God. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not no-
tice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4 Look, you fast only to 
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on 
high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie 
in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to 
loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the na-
ked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If 
you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to 
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like 
the noonday. 11 The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your an-
cient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer 
of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

Call to Confession                                                                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Sung Confession Hymn  #421                  Have Mercy, God, upon My Life      (page 3) 
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Assurance of Pardon                                                                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
Second Reading:  Revelation 22:12-14                                         Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 
12 “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so 
that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 
Homily                                                                          Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 
Litany of Ashes (Unison)                                                Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 We bow our heads before you, O God, 

Aware of our sinfulness and our shortcomings. 
Remembering our baptism,  
The watermark of the cross upon us, 
We also receive this ashen cross 
Upon our foreheads— 
Another sign 
That in life and in death, 
We belong to you. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Crucified, risen, and coming again, 
We pray. Amen. 
 

Imposition of Ashes:  Placing the ashes on yourself or one another in the sign of the cross, say, 
                                     Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
Responsive Hymn #433                                    Sign Us with Ashes 
  
 You are welcome to join in singing the refrain: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction 
 
Hymn #366                                              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                           (page 4&5) 
 
All liturgy reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Lenten Companion copyright 2014. 
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