
 

 
 
 
 

 
February 14, 2021 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 
Live: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

Recording available after live service: www.tinyurl.com/FPCCYouTube  
 

 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is not something we watch. It is something we do: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. 

Please share greetings and comments. Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Montgomery Service 
 

Gathering Music              Prelude on “Crusader’s Hymn,” Gordon Young                      Leslie Weber 
                               @1960 Harold Flammer, Inc./ Shawnee Press/ Hal Leonard from a collection entitled:  Chorale Preludes on Seven Hymn tunes for organ  
 

               “Beautiful Savior” (Fairest Lord Jesus), Dale Wood  
                                                 @1991 The Sacred Music press / The Lorenz Corp from a collection called WOOD WORKS FOR ORGAN Book 3 

Welcome & Announcements                                Rev. Chris Weichman 

 
Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Come, let us go to the holy mountain 
 and worship Christ with the disciples! 
We will see Christ transformed before us. 
 We will see our lives transformed before Christ. 
Come, let us go to the holy mountain 
 and worship the Son of God. 
 

*Hymn #191                          We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding                     (page 5) 
 
 
 

*Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Chris Weichman 
                 

 God of Mercy and Grace, 
 you come to us in Jesus of Nazareth 
 to break down the dividing walls of hostility between us: 
 Yet we maintain walls that separate and isolate. 
 

  You give us the ministry of reconciliation: 
  Yet we nurse our wounds and withhold mercy and forgiveness. 
  

 You invite us to join with Peter, James, and John 
 on the mountain of Transfiguration: 
 Yet we deny the wonders you have worked in our own lives. 
 

  You ask us to acknowledge and share our wealth: 
  Yet we refuse to recognize and relieve the poverty around us. 
 

 You bless our lives with boundless love: 
 Yet we fail to witness to that love, 
 and so keep others from knowing you. 
 

  Forgive our selfishness, we pray. 
  Transform us by your Spirit and your Word 
  into that which pleases you, the image of Christ.   Amen  (1) 

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

 P R A Y I N G  

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.tinyurl.com/FPCCYouTube


*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Rev. Chris Weichman 
    

 Jesus admonished Peter, James, and John 
 not to tell of what they witnessed on the mountain 
 until he was resurrected. 
  But we can tell what we have seen and heard of God’s glory! 
  Here is the good news: 
   Jesus lives! He is raised! We are forgiven! 
   Go, share the vision! 
   Tell of God’s love! In this God is well pleased! 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                    Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
   And also with you. 

 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace in the comment section on the Facebook livestream. 

 
 

 
 
First Reading  2 Kings 2:1-12                                     Montgomery Service 
  

 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And 
he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also 
went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle 
and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha 
said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking and talk-
ing, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heav-
en. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he 
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

Hymn #192                      Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining                                       (page 6&7 ) 
 

Children’s Moment                               Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Second Reading   Mark 9:2-9                                                                                Rev. Chris Weichman      
  

 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Eli-
jah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 
there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 
one with them any more, but only Jesus.9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
 

(2) 

 L  I   S  T  E  N  I   N  G  



 

Sermon                                                                “Thin Places”                                Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Time of Reflection     “Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth,”  from‘Elijah’               Soloist, Mrs. Marie Service  

Share in the comment section how you have seen or experienced God’s glory 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 God is Good…  All the Time! 
 

 All the Time…  God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

*Hymn #377                   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                                              (page 8) 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings      We give out of gratitude to God for…                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Thank you for enabling ministry using the blue shop now button on the church’s Facebook page or  
see the box below. 

 

*Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 
*Benediction                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Postlude               Fugato on ‘Crusaders Hymn,’ Gordon Young                                   Leslie Weber 
  @1960 Harold Flammer, Inc./ Shawnee Press/ Hal Leonard from a collection entitled:  Chorale Preludes on Seven Hymn tunes for organ 
 

 
 

In lieu of sanctuary flowers a donation has been given 
to the Sunday Suppers ministry by Bob & Jean Tauber 

in honor of the love of family. 
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  R E S P O N D I  N G  

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  

 
The Chimes Deadline is tomorrow. 
 

Lent is here! Join us for the Ash Wednesday Service this Wednesday at noon on Facebook. If you cannot join us  at 
 noon you can participate in the service on our Facebook page or YouTube channel at your convenience.  

 
Lent-from-Home kits are available in the church office until February 19.  Limit one per household. The kit includes 
 a candle decorated with our “I am” theme, ashes to celebrate Ash Wednesday, Lenten devotionals for youth and 
 adults and other items. An alternative devotional book is available for purchase, “Lent in Plain Sight” by Jill J. 
 Duffield, for a suggested $5 donation.   
 
 

A New Elevator! Do you or your committee need to move heavy items between floors at the church? Soon it will not 
 be available for many weeks.  Work on replacing the elevator will begin any day now. 

 

Silent Prayer & Reflection Sign up in advance to spend 25 minutes quietly praying (masked) or reflecting in the 
 sanctuary. 10, 10:30, 11 or 11:30 a.m. time slots available. Next opportunity: February 16.  A copy of the prayer 
 chain and other reflection suggestions provided.  Enter from main 6th street doors. RSVP required:  
 office@firstcovenanterie.org 
  
 

February is Black History Month How much do you know about the 400-year history and impact of a living institu-
 tion in African American life – the Black church? Channel 54 WQLN PBS is airing a 2-part series The Black 
 Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song hosted by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. on Tuesdays, February 16 and 
 23 at 9:00 p.m.  We are invited to a 15-minute private preview and discussion on Thursday, February 11 at 
 7:00 p.m. Register here: www.tinyurl.com/BlackChurchPrivatePreview 
 
 

Vaccine Watch As we wait our turn for the Covid vaccine, here are some helpful hints, especially if you are 65  and 
 older: 1. Connect with your Primary Doctor to let their office know you are ready, 2. Keep a close eye on local 
 newspaper/TV for available doses/locations, 3: Sign-up for local distribution sites using the PA Vaccine map: 
 www.tinyurl.com/ErieVaccine, 4. Know anyone who needs a ride OR who is less internet savvy?  Offer to assist. 
 
 

Know a Gannon or Prep or other student attending classes downtown? The church offers deeply discounted semes-
 ter rate parking for students.  Contact joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org to inquire. 
 

Add a “Prayer Chain” icon to your phone’s home screen.  Click on it and it will always take you to the most update-
 ed version of the prayer chain in Google Docs. Seph can help you on Thursdays. Call: 814.566.0287.  

 

Faith Formation...How will you invite God to form your faith in 2021? 
 Children/Families Jr. Ringers will meet February 23rd from 5:00-6:00 to play and possibly record.  In order to 
   attend you must let Monty know you are interested, we will be masked, distanced and a Parent/Guardian    
   must stay for each family of ringers. 

 Youth Stay connected with our youth group text and GroupMe Chat.  
 Adults- 
 Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays,10:30am.  Now a closed study because of nature of discussions. If interested 
   in studying Me and White Supremacy (Layla F. Saad), let Britney know so a new discussion group can begin. 
  Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, pastors lead. 
 Women & the Word (Zoom) Tuesdays, starting February 9, 7:00 p.m., NEW book: Always a Guest  by Bar-
   bara Brown Taylor, $10 suggested donation, available now in the office. 
 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, February 11, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris. 

 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Rob Baker. Matthew 25 & Confessions, post-1930. 

 

Music Ministry Opportunities (Covid-adapted) Contact Monty Service: montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org  
 Praise Band - smaller configurations of instrumentalists / singers 
 Kids / Youth - chimes / hand bells  
 Vocal / Instrumental Solos - have a talent to share in worship?  Offer your gifts! 
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