
 

 
 
 
 

 
February 7, 2021 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 
Live: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

Recording available after live service: www.tinyurl.com/FPCCYouTube  
 

 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is not something we watch. It is something we do: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. 

Please share greetings and comments. Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Montgomery Service 
 

Gathering Music          Selections from Suite #11, George Frideric Handel           Leslie Weber 
               

Welcome & Announcements                           Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 

 Praise the Lord! 
 How good it is to sing praises to our God; for God is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
 God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 God determines the number of the stars and gives to all of them their names. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; God’s understanding is beyond measure. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; God casts the wicked to the ground. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 God covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the hills. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 His delight is not in the strength of the horse; nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner; 
 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him; in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
  Praise the Lord!                                                                                                 

Based on Psalm 147 

*Hymn #625                         How Great Thou Art                              (page 6 &7) 
 
 
 

Call to Confession                  Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Chris Weichman 
                 

 We cannot hide from you, Everlasting God,  
  even if we were to go from one edge of creation to the next.   
 You speak to us of compassion,  
  but the ways in which we treat others show we have not been listening.   
 You explain your hopes to us,  
  and we act as if we don't have a clue as to what is going on.   
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 We run as fast, and as far, from you as we can,  
  and wonder why we have no energy to follow Jesus.  
 Yet you search for us in all the deserted places we flee to, Never-wearied God,  
  so you can take us by the hand to show us the way to life with you.   
 You heal our broken hearts so we can offer them to others.   
 You fill us with your strength so we can bind ourselves to Jesus, our Savior,  
  following him to serve all of your children.  
  

 Silence is kept   
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Rev. Chris Weichman 
    

 Have you not been listening.  God never tires out, nor is there is an expiration date on God's forgiveness. God 
 is ever with us, healing us with mercy, and strengthening us for service. 
  If God numbers the stars, surely our names are known by the One who loves us and offers us 
  grace.  This is indeed good news for all!  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                    Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
   And also with you. 

 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace in the comment section on the Facebook livestream. 

 
 

 
 

First Reading  Mark 1:29-39                                     Montgomery Service 
  

 

29As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took 
her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 32That evening, at sundown, 
they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the 
door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 
the demons to speak, because they knew him. 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to 
a deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they 
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming 
the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

Hymn #834                   Precious Lord Take My Hand                                                    (page 8) 

 
Children’s Moment                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Second Reading   Isaiah 40:21-31                                                                Rev. Britney L. V. Knight       
  

 
21 Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Have you not un-

derstood from the foundations of the earth?  22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are 
like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23 who brings 
princes to naught and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely 
has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off 
like stubble. 25 To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling 
them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Ja-
cob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you 
not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not 
faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
30 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31 but those who wait for the LORD shall 
renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not faint. 

Sermon                                                                  “Testimony”                          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
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*Hymn #43          On Eagle’s Wings      (page 9 &10) 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings      We give out of gratitude to God for…               Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 

Thank you for enabling ministry using the blue shop now button on the church’s Facebook page or see the box below. 

 
Prayers of the People            Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 
*Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table        Rev. Briteny L.V. Knight 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 
   May God be with you. 
  May God be also with you. 
 People of God, open your hearts. 
  We open our hearts to God and to each other. 
 Let us give thanks to the Living God. 
  With joy and praise, we offer our thanks to the One who offers abundant life. 
 
 …we lift our praises to you now and forever: 
  Holy, holy, holy are you, God of all knowledge. 
  All creation sings glad praises to you. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
  Blessed is the One who came for our sake. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
 …may we find that mystery we call faith: 
  Christ died, not boasting in himself; 
  Christ was raised, the gospel lived out in him; 
  Christ will come to take us by the hand, giving us strength. 
 
 …singing your praise forever and ever: 
  God our Creator, 
  Christ our Servant, 
  Spirit of Newness, 
  God in Community, Holy in One.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                            Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
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Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
 

 Say, “The body of Christ given for you.” to one another as you share the bread. 
 Say, “The blood of Christ shed for you.” to one another as you share the cup. 

     
Communion Music       “Communion Hymn Medley”    Leslie Weber 
                         Let Us Break Bread Together 
                                       Now The Silence 
                          Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 

 
*Hymn #765                           May the God of Hope Go with Us                      (page 11) 

 
*Benediction             Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 
 

Postlude                              Trumpet Tune, Charles Callahan                                     Leslie Weber 
        @1988, 2007 Birnamwood Publications A division of MorningStar Music publishers 

 
“Liturgy written by Thom Shuman.”   

 
 

Welcome Back, Gannon friends 
It has been a long two months in Erie without students passing the church building daily.  It has been even 

longer since we have seen you in person in the sanctuary… We have prayed for you and we have missed you! 
If you are a student or staff member joining us for worship, 

please post a greeting in the comment section during the Facebook LIVE service. 
If you have not met our Campus Minister Rachel Moldovan, please text her at 412.849.7826. 

 
 

Esther Tregler is Celebrating 100 on February 11! 
A drive by parade has been organized to celebrate  Esther’s 100th birthday. We will meet at church at  

6:45 p.m. on Thursday, 11th. The caravan will leave to pass by Esther’s at 7 p.m. 
If you wish to send her a “Happy Birthday” card or note please send it to: 301 Cascade St., Erie, PA 16507 

 

Silent Prayer & Reflection 
Sign up in advance to spend 25 minutes quietly praying (masked) or reflecting in the sanctuary. 10, 10:30, 11 
or 11:30 a.m. time slots available. Next opportunity: February 16.  A copy of the prayer chain and other re-
flection suggestions provided.  Enter from main 6th street doors. RSVP required: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 
“In lieu of flowers” Memorial & Honorarium Gifts 

Since March of 2020, and for the foreseeable future, until the congregation resumes in-person worship, 
fresh flowers will not typically be a part of worship services. If you would like to make a gift 

toward a ministry of the church in memory of, or in honor of, someone or something, 
there are openings for such during 2021.  Contact Mary Concoby at 814.440.4327. 
Ministries to support: Vicary Organ, Youth, Sunday Suppers, Our Neighbors’ Place 

 
 

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 
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Chimes Deadline is a firm February 15. 

 
 

A New Elevator! Do you or your committee need to move heavy items between floors at the church? Soon it will not 
 be available for many weeks.  Work on replacing the elevator will begin any day now. 
 
 

YOU CAN STILL SIGN UP to attend seminary from home: What Does the Bible Say About Poverty?  This month 
 Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is hosting the 2021 Kelso Community Conversation on Race and Faith.  The 
 study started last week, but you can still participate the next three Wednesdays at 7:30pm. The study is led by the 
 Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, co-chair with Rev. Dr. William Barber of the Poor People’s Campaign and director of the 
 Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice. New Testament scholar, Rev. Theoharis, will address dif-
 ficult texts from scripture that are often used to justify poverty and the status quo. Contact Britney Knight for 
 more information: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
 
 

Lent-from-Home kits are available in the church office beginning tomorrow.  The kit includes a candle decorated 
 with our “I am” theme, ashes to celebrate Ash Wednesday, Lenten devotionals for youth and adults and other 
 items. You can pick up your Lent-from-Home kit during office hours, February 8 to 19. Limit one kit per 
 household.  An alternative devotional book is available for purchase, “Lent in Plain Sight” by Jill J. Duffield, for a 
 suggested $5 donation.   
 
 

Share some Valentine’s LOVE with the Community: Give Blood in the Community Bloodmobile on Saturday, Feb-
 ruary 13 from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Contact Tim Campbell to register: 814.397.8570.  
 
 

February is Black History Month How much do you know about the 400-year history and impact of a living institu-
 tion in African American life – the Black church? Channel 54 WQLN PBS is airing a 2-part series The Black 
 Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song hosted by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. on Tuesdays, February 16 and 
 23 at 9:00 p.m.  We are invited to a 15-minute private preview and discussion on Thursday, February 11 at 
 7:00 p.m. Register here: www.tinyurl.com/BlackChurchPrivatePreview 
 
 

Vaccine Watch As we wait our turn for the Covid vaccine, here are some helpful hints, especially if you are 65  and 
 older: 1. Connect with your Primary Doctor to let their office know you are ready, 2. Keep a close eye on local 
 newspaper/TV for available doses/locations, 3: Sign-up for local distribution sites using the PA Vaccine map: 
 www.tinyurl.com/ErieVaccine, 4. Know anyone who needs a ride OR who is less internet savvy?  Offer to assist. 
 
 

Know a Gannon or Prep or other student attending classes downtown? The church offers deeply discounted semes-
 ter rate parking for students.  Contact joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org to inquire. 
 
 

Add a “Prayer Chain” icon to your phone’s home screen.  Click on it and it will always take you to the most update-
 ed version of the prayer chain in Google Docs. Seph can help you on Thursdays. Call: 814.566.0287.  

 
 

Faith Formation...How will you invite God to form your faith in 2021? 
 Children/Families Based on survey, Mr. Service is reaching out via email re: Jr. Ringers. Check email & spam.  
 Youth Stay connected with our youth group text and GroupMe Chat.  
 Adults- 
 Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays,10:30am.  Now a closed study because of nature of discussions. If interested 
   in studying Me and White Supremacy (Layla F. Saad), let Britney know so a new discussion group can begin. 
  

 Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, pastors lead. 
 

 Women & the Word (Zoom) Tuesdays, starting February 9, 7:00 p.m., NEW book: Always a Guest  by Bar-
   bara Brown Taylor, $10 suggested donation, available now in the office. 
 

 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, February 11, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris. 

 

 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Rob Baker. Matthew 25 & Confessions, post-1930. 

 
 

Music Ministry Opportunities (Covid-adapted) Contact Monty Service: montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org  
 Praise Band - smaller configurations of instrumentalists / singers 
 Kids / Youth - chimes / hand bells  
 Vocal / Instrumental Solos - have a talent to share in worship?  Offer your gifts! 
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