
 

 
 
 
 

 
January 24, 2021 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 
Live: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

Recording available after live service: www.tinyurl.com/FPCCYouTube  
 

 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—while apart. 
“Worship” is interactive: Sing. Pray. Listen. Read aloud bolded responses. Please share greetings and comments. 

Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 

 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Monty Service 
 

Gathering Music      Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, JS Bach              Leslie Weber 
               

Welcome & Announcements                                Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 We gather around the words of Christ: 

  “Come, and follow me.” 

 We gather around the voice of the Spirit: 

  “Come, and follow me.” 

 Let us worship God together 

  and follow Christ into the world. 
 

*Hymn #415                Come, Ye Sinners                    (page 5) 
 

 
 
 

*Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Seph Kumer 
 O Holy God, 

 you called the disciples to drop their nets and follow you, 

  yet we are hesitant to drop the tools and comforts of our lives. 

 We distract ourselves from your call 

  with busyness, stress, and worry. 
 We tangle ourselves in webs of racism, sexism, 
  and hatred that disguises itself as fear. 

 Forgive us, O Lord, and by your forgiveness, 
  open our ears to hear your voice saying to us, “Follow me.”  Amen. 
   

*Assurance of Pardon                                                Seph Kumer 
    

 May almighty God, who caused light to shine our of darkness, shine in our hearts,  
  And restore us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory.  
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Seph Kumer 

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
   And also with you. 
 

 Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
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First Reading  Psalm 62:5-12                                 Rachel Moldovan 

  5 For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
      for my hope is from him. 
 6 He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
      my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
 7 On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 
      my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
 8 Trust in him at all times, O people; 
      pour out your heart before him; 
      God is a refuge for us. 
 9 Those of low estate are but a breath, 
      those of high estate are a delusion; 
  in the balances they go up; 
      they are together lighter than a breath. 
 10 Put no confidence in extortion, 
      and set no vain hopes on robbery; 
      if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 
 11 Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 
  that power belongs to God, 
 12     and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 
  For you repay to all according to their work. 
   

Children’s Moment                                 Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #721                   Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore                                            (page 6) 
 

Second Reading   Mark 1:14-20                                                                               Rev. Chris Weichman 
 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  16 As Jesus passed 
along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishemen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with 
the hired men, and followed him.  

Sermon                                                     “The Immediately of Epiphany”           Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 

Prayer (in unison) 
 You call us, 
 Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, 
 inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors 
 into the uncharted waters of faith 
 to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You 
 into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom; 
 to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany 
 You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually avoid. 
 

 As we wait, 
 in our simple, sometimes crazy, 
 constantly uncertain lives, 
 speak to us, Spirit of Grace: 
 of that hope which is our anchor; 
 of that peace which is our rock; 
 of that grace which is our refuge.  Amen 

   -Rev. Bob Gibson for the London Conference of the United Church of Canada.   (2) 
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Time of Reflection                      ‘Berceuse’ from 24 pieces, Louis Vierne                                    Leslie Weber   

How hard is it for you to follow?  What do you need to let go of to follow more closely? 
You are invited to share your thoughts in the Facebook LIVE comment section. 

 

Pastoral Prayer                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 

 God is Good… All the Time! 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
       

*Hymn #543                         God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me                       (page 7) 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings      We give out of gratitude to God for….                  Rev. Chris Weichman 
                              You can give using the Give Plus app or the QR code at the bottom of the page. 
 

*Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

  

*Benediction                              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Postlude                       God of Grace and God of Glory (Cwm Rhondda), Paul Manz             Leslie Weber 
      @1974 Concordia Publishing House  

 

“In lieu of flowers” Memorial & Honorarium Gifts 
Since March of 2020, and for the foreseeable future, until it the congregation resumes in-person worship, 

fresh flowers will not typically be a part of worship services. If you would like to make a gift 
toward a ministry of the church in memory of, or in honor of, someone or something, 

there are openings for such during 2021.  Contact Mary Concoby at 814.440.4327. 
Ministries to support: Vicary Organ, Youth, Sunday Suppers, Our Neighbors’ Place 

 
Did you pick up an “Epiphany Star” yet? 

You may remember Britney offered these during the week of January 3-10. 
“Epiphany Stars” is an ancient spiritual practice of choosing a word on a star to intentionally incorporate into your life.  
Over 40 star-words were already selected from the clothesline in the breezeway near the church’s 7th Street entrance. 

More stars are available.  One can even be mailed to you if you’d prefer. 
Contact Pastor Britney at britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

Add a “guiding word”, an intention-filled word to your life in 2021.  And see how God uses it! 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org?subject=Epiphany%20Stars
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant calls for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, 
 Part I to be held as an internet Zoom meeting on Sunday, January 31, 2021 commencing at 1:00 p.m. According 
 to the revised By-Laws of the Congregation Article VI,  Section 1, the stated purpose of the meeting is “…electing 
 the Nominating Committee, informing the congregation of the budget, approving pastoral terms of call and filling 
 vacancies on the Session and Board of Deacons.” Zoom instruction were sent on Thursday 
 
 

Our Neighbors’ Place-Pandemic Edition began on January 20 and goes until February 3.  *Volunteers urgently 
 needed all winter at all sites. Contact Dale Sweet 898-3417* Charging cords for cellphones of all types are 
 needed. 
 

A New Elevator! Work on replacing the elevator will begin the first two weeks of February. 
 

Encourage & Welcome Gannon students back! The campus ministry team is gathering a group of note-senders to 
 correspond with student-friends of the church.  Students return to classes on January 25.  Contact Rachel Moldo-
 van at 412-849-7826 for a few names and addresses. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring...mark your calendars for January 31st. The youth are offering vegetable and beef vegetable 
 soup for a suggested donation of $20 for a family of four.  Pick up from 3 to 5 p.m. in the afternoon following the 
 annual meeting (Zoom)! Proceeds will go to a local non-profit.  
 
What does the Bible say about Poverty?  In February Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is hosting the 2021 Kelso 
 Community Conversation on Race and Faith.  Starting on Weds., Feb. 3, you have the opportunity to participate 
 in a 4-week-long Bible study led by the Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, co-chair with Rev. Dr. William Barber of the 
 Poor People’s Campaign and director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice.  Rev. Theoha
 ris, a New Testament scholar, will address the difficult texts from scripture that are often used to justify poverty 
 and the status quo.  The basic structure of the study will be similar as that of “Jesus and the Dividing Wall,” which 
 we offered in the Fall. Contact Britney Knight for more information. Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  

 
Add a “Prayer Chain” icon to your phone’s home screen.  Click on it and it will always take you to the most update-
 ed version of the prayer chain in Google Docs. Seph can help you with this on Thursdays when he is in the of
 fice.  Contact him at 814.566.0287. Works for both Apple and Android phones. 

 

“Active ELDERS” is WQLN’s new physical and mental wellness program for older adults who are staying at home 
 more than normal these days because of COVID-19. Increase your flexibility and balance, understand how to 
 work through difficult feelings, and discover wellness tips to combat social isolation on February 21 at 3:00. 
 
 

Faith Formation...How will you invite God to form your faith in 2021? 
 Children/Families Based on survey, Mr. Service is reaching out via email re: Jr. Ringers. Check email & spam.  
 Youth Mark your calendars for Souper Bowl of Caring service project January 30 1-5pm and 31 2-5:30pm. 
 Adults- 
  Bible Study (Zoom) NEW BOOK! Join us starting Jan 20 at 10:30am.  We will begin our new book: “Me and 
   White Supremacy” by Layla F. Saad available in the church office ($10)  for pick-up. 
 Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, pastors lead.  
 Women & the Word (Zoom) Email sent. Reply by TODAY, so book can be ordered & start date can be set.
 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, January 28, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris 
 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., starts today, Rob Baker. Matthew 25 & Confessions, post1930. 

 

Music Ministry Opportunities Get creative during Covid. Contact Leslie Weber: bachfan1956@gmail.com 
 Praise Band - smaller configurations of instrumentalists / singers 
 Kids / Youth - chimes / hand bells 
 Vocal / Instrumental Solos - have a talent to share in worship?  Offer your gifts! 
 

In remembrance - The empty choir robe on the chair is placed in gratitude and remembrance for all those who have 
 been involved in the Music Program at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, that have joined the church 
 eternal since we began worshiping online last March. 

We are sad to report - Last Sunday Martha Painter passed away at home in Erie and Marjorie Leemhuis at her 
 home in Kentucky.  Services are planned for a later date. 
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pts.edu%2fKelso-Race-Faith-2021&c=E,1,BxtkIFA05aPHNsCLjP2a-pBwkKt-YDjzLj7nWBSxiCu2FmCfCSbFZS9ClMf4Wr6_VL-srYPu_cV1eYs3u1zHIAr0-IXhAtEdpQJsLam1oMGcVGpfDAADaLyyPS8,&typo=1
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkairoscenter.org%2f&c=E,1,D8nU3jGn2zh5dWxWjZGRF3wuze0AOgW7R-CespdeyczxdWazvYkA4tqC2vjPup1SotN5ulyuP9Xl-eldWuWty4DpstAS3op1AnN_CdAQ&typo=1
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