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Welcome! Come, let us worship and share Communion together—apart!  
Be sure to gather some form of “bread” and “cup” before today’s service. 

“Worship” is a verb: Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments. Stand if you choose, where you see * 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)              Montgomery Service  
 

Gathering Music              Variations on ”How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”                            Leslie Weber 
              by: G. P. Telemann, August Reinhard & Paul Manz       

Welcome & Announcements                               Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Montgomery Service 

 

 A star has risen in the east. 
  Star of wonder, star of night! 
 A child is born in Bethlehem. 
  Hark! The herald angels sing! 
 Let us follow the star to Bethlehem 
  and bring our gifts to the newborn Christ. 
 

*Hymn #744                        Arise, Your Light is Come                                      (page 5) 
 
 

 
Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                Rachel Moldovan 
   

We thank you God that you know what it is to be human. Fragile and vulnerable, searching for ways to stay alive in dan-
gerous and complicated times. We thank you that you know the struggles and temptations of living in darkness. And we 
thank you that you give light to the world. 
 

We confess that sometimes it’s easier to stay in the shadows, where things can stay hidden, 
where people can’t see our cracks and flaws. 

Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 
We confess that we have at times brought darkness 
into the world by our anger, our selfishness, our violence. 

Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 
We confess that we are sometimes skeptical of light 
and find it easier to trust its absence. 

Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 
And in this silence, 
bring the confessions that are on your heart and mind 
into the light of God’s love [silent confession] 
We know in faith that God restores and renews, 
and that our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  

 ~ written by Cheryl Lawrie 

Epiphany Blessing (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                Rachel Moldovan  
   

May the path that Christ walks 
to bring justice upon the earth, 
to bring light to those who sit in darkness, 
to bring out those who live in bondage, 
to bring new things to all creation: 
 may this path run through our life. 
 May we be the road Christ takes. 
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*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                  Rachel Moldovan  

 

  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
 
 
 
Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6                                                           Seph Kumer 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 
over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes 
and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill 
and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
 

Epiphany Stars                   Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 
 

Hymn #151           We Three Kings                                             (page 6) 
 
 

Reading  Matthew 2:1-12                                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Je-
rusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jeru-
salem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-

peared. 
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
 

Sermon                                                  “Two Ways”                                          Rev. Chris Weichman 
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Invitation to the Table                   Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                                  Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you 
 Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord our God. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Words of Institution                          Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 

  Say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” to one another as you share the bread. 
  Say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” To one another as you share the cup 
 

Communion Music                Lord of Light (SHINE, JESUS SHINE!)                          Leslie Weber 
                     

Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)            Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 Christ is the light of our souls: 
  We rejoice in this light, great source of truth. 
 Christ is the light of our homes: 
  We rejoice in this light, great source of peace. 
 Christ is the light of the world: 
  We rejoice in this light, great source of hope. 
 Go out as Christ’s true lights, dispersing the darkness of evil, 
 For his grace, his power, his peace, go with you.  Amen.  
 

 
 
Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings       We give out of gratitude to God for…           Rev. Chris Weichman  

 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box on page 4. Thank you. 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

  

Benediction                               Rev. Chris Weichman  
 

*Hymn #347         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence       (page 7) 
 

Postlude                     Vieux Noel No.s 2 and 1, Cesar Franck                                       Leslie Weber 

  T H E  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R  
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 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
 

In-Person Gathering Deferred: After continued consultation with local public health and infectious disease officials, 

 and in light of the arrival of the “Holiday Covid surge”, the  Session again deferred gathering indoors.  We will 

 not be gathering for in-person worship on January 10th.  Session will continue to evaluate the situation. Concern 

 for the health of neighbors, members and staff has always been the prime consideration. LIVE-stream worship, 

 online faith formation and outdoor events will remain our primary means of “gathering”. 

Be a church ambassador during Facebook worship services... When you log on to the LIVE Sunday worship service 

 video, click on “share” then “write post”, typing in something like “join me for worship” then hit “post” to share 

 the live service to your page.  This will appear in your friends’ newsfeeds.  They might join you for worship!  

 Could be a good church introduction tool, especially during Advent. 

90th Anniversary commemorative “Comfort” Christmas ornaments were shared by the Hospitality & membership 

 team last Sunday evening after our outdoor gathering.  All the ornaments were distributed.  If you would like an 

 ornament you can order one by calling the church office; ornaments are $5.00 each.  Orders will be accepted until 

 January 10th. 

Our Neighbors’ Place-Pandemic Edition returns January 20-February 3.  *Volunteers urgently needed all win-

 ter at all sites. Contact Dale Sweet 898-3417* Books that appeal to men, sample size deodorant and lotion, 

 men’s gloves and hats are all needed. 

 

Silent Prayer & Reflection in the sanctuary. Sign up in advance to spend 25 minutes quietly praying (masked) or re-

 flecting. 10, 10:30, 11, 11:30 time slots available. Next opportunity: Jan. 5 The church will provide a copy of 

 the prayer chain and other reflection suggestions.  Enter from main 6th street doors.  office@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Faith Formation: 

 Children/Families Check your email (and spam) for 2021survey from Britney and Monty 

 Youth Look for ministry opportunities in January 

  Adults-Bible Study (Zoom) Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m., resumes Jan. 13, contact Pastor Britney for book 

  Bible Study (Facebook LIVE) Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, resumes Jan. 13, pastors lead.  

 Women & the Word (Zoom) Check your email for new book study options beginning in January 2021. 

 Men’s Bible Study (Zoom) Thursday, January 14, 7:30 a.m., Parables, Pastor Chris 

 Faith Discussion (Zoom) Sundays, 9:30 a.m., resumes Jan. 17th, studying Matthew 25 and the confessions 

 post 1930.  Rob Baker teaching. 
 

 

Music Ministry Opportunities Get creative during Covid. Contact Leslie Weber: bachfan1956@gmail.com 

 Praise Band - smaller configurations of instrumentalists / singers 

 Kids / Youth - chimes / hand bells on Sundays (see Faith Formation above) 

 Vocal / Instrumental Solos - have a talent to share in worship?  Offer your gifts! 

 

Cover art work:  There are liberation theologians … and there are ‘liberation painters’. The art on the bulletin cover is 
 by Maximino Cerezo Barredo. He is a Spanish Claretian priest and artist who was assigned to Peru in 1970. Dur-
 ing the ensuing years he served in various Latin American countries, absorbing the culture of the region and be
 coming its artistic spokesperson. His striking images take the Gospels proclaimed each Sunday and illustrate them 
 from the perspective of contemporary life in Latin America.  
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:bachfan1956@gmail.com
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
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