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August 2, 2020 

10:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 
www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 
 

 
Welcome! Come, let us worship together—apart!  

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 
 
 
 

 

 
Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (9:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 
 

Gathering Music       Chorale ad Prelude on: Deck Thyself, My Soul with Gladness, Cherwin         Leslie Weber 
                 

 

Welcome & Announcements                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

  Thinking we know all the answers, yet wondering if we haven't missed something: 
   We enter into this worship of Truth. 
  In the company of sinners, in cahoots with saints, 
   We gather as God's people…together though apart. 
  Sharing this worship with folks of deep, abiding faith; 
  and with those who stumble through the Kingdom: 
   We lift our praises to God! 

 

*Hymn #409    God is Here!              (page 7) 
 
 

 

 
Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                 Seph Kumer  
   

 God, we believe you have called us to unity,  but often we have isolated ourselves from others, 
  God, forgive us for the times we have turned our backs  
  on those who are different. 

 God, we believe you have called us  to live together as one body, 
  God, forgive us for the times we have created division  
  within your worldwide church. 
 God, we believe you ask us to look, listen, and learn from others, 
  God, forgive us for the times we have ridiculed and attacked  
  those with different viewpoints. 

 God, we believe you ask us to accept and seek to understand all who are called by your name, 
  Forgive us for the times we have offended you  
  by failing to love others as we do ourselves. 
 God, we believe you call us to be one even as you are one, 
  Forgive us for the disunity we have harbored  
  and make us one. 

  

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

continued... 

 P R A Y I N G  
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  God and Creator of all humankind,  
  your son Jesus Christ prayed that your church might be one 
  even as you our God are one.  
  May you renew our minds and rekindle your love in our hearts, 
  so that by the power of the Spirit,  
  we might find the Oneness that you intend for us. 
   God, may we see in your Oneness  
    our need for unity, 
   God, may we see in your Three-ness  
    our need for community 
   God, may we see in your creativity  
    our need for diversity, 
   God, may we see in your Self  
    our need to love each other.  Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon            Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
  

   

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
Live out the peace of Christ you have shared, and has been shared with you, in the coming week. 

 
 

 

 
 
Reading  Luke 11:37-52                Rachel Moldovan 
 

 37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he went in and took his place at the ta-
ble. 38 The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now you 
Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did 
not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 So give for alms those things that are within; and see, every-
thing will be clean for you. 

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; 
it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love to have the 
seat of honor in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! For you are like un-
marked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.” 

45 One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us too.” 46 And he said, “Woe also 
to you lawyers! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease 
them. 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. 48 So you are witnesses and 
approve of the deeds of your ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the Wisdom of 
God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that this generation 
may be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to 
the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this 
generation. 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and 
you hindered those who were entering.” 

 
 
Children’s Moment             Rev. Britney L.V. Knight 

 
Hymn #749                   Come! Live in the Light!                     (page 6) 
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Reading  Acts 15:1-20              Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this 
question with the apostles and the elders. 3 So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through 
both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believ-
ers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they re-
ported all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and 
said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.” 

6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up 
and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the 
one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. 8 And God, who 
knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9 and in cleansing their 
hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. 10 Now therefore why are you putting God to the test 
by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11 On the con-
trary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 

12 The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that 
God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen 
to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for 
his name. 15 This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 16  This agrees with the words of the prophets, 
as it is written,  
    ‘After this I will return, 
    and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 
     from its ruins I will rebuild it, 
          and I will set it up, 
17 so that all other peoples may seek the Lord— 
     even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. 
          Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 18 known from long ago.  
19 Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles who are turning to God, 20 but we 
should write to them to abstain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been 
strangled and from blood. 

Sermon         “Unexpected Places and Faces: Them and Us”                       Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 
 
 
      

 
Holy Communion                   Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 

*Hymn #510   We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name     (page 6) 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 May the God of hope be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 People of God, lift your hearts to your Creator. 
  We offer them to the One who fills us with wonder. 
 Children of God, join in glad songs of praise to God. 
  We join the psalmists and prophets, the disciples and the doubters in glorifying God. 
 

 …we join our voices in praising you: 
 

  Holy, holy, holy are you, God of steadfast love. 
  All creation groans, awaiting your redemption. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 

  Blessed is the One who gives us listening ears. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 …we declare that faith which is a mystery: (3) 

 R E S P O N D I  N G  



 
 

 Christ died, refusing to fall back into fear; 
 God raised him, revealing glory to us; 
 Christ will come to gather us into the kingdom. 
 

 …God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day, our daily bread,   
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Partaking of the Bread  Say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” to each other as you share the bread. 
 

Partaking of the Cup  Say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” To each other as you share the cup. 
 

Communion Music      Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, James Manley                        Montgomery Service 

 

Sending 

 Go forth as God's people. 
  We will greet everyone as one of the family. 
 Go forth as followers of Jesus. 
  We will serve everyone we meet,  
  especially those who have been thrown aside by the world. 
 Go forth with the gifts of the Spirit in you. 
  We will be that hope which everyone longs to see.  
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 
Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

  

Benediction                 Rev. Britney L. V. Knight     
 

Postlude                     Fanfare for Organ, Douglas Wagner                                            Leslie Weber 
     @1979 Harold Flammer, Inc. Shawnee Press / Hal Leonard 

 

All liturgy today was written by Thom M. Shuman, found on re-worship.blogspot.com and lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com 

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 

Erie Gives: Multiply Your Gift 
On August 11th from 8:00am to 8:00pm you can give to First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant by going to 
www.eriegives.org. The Erie Community Foundation will enhance your gift by providing a prorated match to each gift 
made to the church. 
Gift Amount: The minimum gift is $25.00. There is no limit to the amount of money you may give. There is no limit to 
the number of organizations you can donate to in a transaction. 
Credit Cards: Only Visa, MasterCard, and Discover will be accepted. The credit card processor charges a nominal fee 
per transaction. The Erie Foundation does not receive any fees. Credit card gift cards are not accepted. 
Checks: You may write a check for your donation. 
Checks must be made out to “The Erie Community Foundation” All checks must be accompanied by a Check Donation 
Form available on the Erie Gives website.  
Checks must be delivered to The Erie Community Foundation (459 West 6th Street, Erie, PA 16507) no later 
than Monday, August 10, 2020. 
Last year that the church received $49,000 through Erie Gives. Your participation in Erie Gives continues to be a bless 
to the ministries of this church. We are grateful for your generosity. Remember, every gift makes a difference! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Worship Update: Worship, faith formation and neighborhood ministry haven’t skipped a beat, even though we have 
 not gathered indoors, in-person for 4 months.  Based on consultation with local public health and infectious disease 
 officials, the unpredictability of the Covid-19 virus and the ease of spread, the Session and staff have deferred gath-
 ering indoors for four more months, until November 29, the first Sunday of Advent, at the earliest. Concern for the 
 health of neighbors, members and staff has been the prime consideration from the start of the pandemic. LIVE-
 stream worship, online faith formation and occasional outdoor events will remain our means of gathering. 

 
 
 

Hot off the press: August Covenant Chimes Newsletter.  Did you receive one by e-mail?  Hard copies were mailed 
 last week. If you are not receiving the newsletter, but would like to, send an email to office@firstcovenanterie.org  

 

 
Mini-Parade Outreach HELP needed August 4  Drive the church pickup truck, drive the church van, help hand out 
 freeze pops. YOUR help is needed on August 4 from 5 to 8 p.m.  2-mile walking parade, masked, social-distanced. 
 Help Our West Bayfront deliver some joy and Covid info. to neighbors. Call/text Seph today: 566-0287 
 

 
Room for YOU: “Unexpected Places and Faces” Small Groups... Where will we go? Who will we meet? Join our 
 8-week summer journey through the book of Acts. Includes a 1/2-hour Facebook LIVE bible study Wednesdays at 
 noon. Small groups will “meet” every other week using Zoom to explore questions around the stories covered in 
 worship and to go deeper. On the weeks groups don’t meet, join the Wednesdays noon Facebook LIVE studies to 
 continue the story (also available any time on the Facebook page after airing). Zoom Groups will  briefly “meet” 
 the weeks of August 2nd & 16th. Get Zoom details by emailing a group host: 
  +Praise Band interest group with Monty Service: Thurs. 4:30 p.m. montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org. 
         +Covenant Choir and Bells interest groups with Leslie Weber: Wednesdays Bells-6:30 p.m. & Choir-7:00. 
     bachfan1956@gmail.com 
         +Women's group with Britney Knight: Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Interested? britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
        +Wednesday Morning group with Britney Knight at 10:30. Open to ALL. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Men's group with Chris Weichman: Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. Contact: chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Church Neighborhood interest group with Seph Kumer: Thurs. at 6 p.m.  seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org 
         +Young Adult (18-30 yrs.) group with Rachel Moldovan: Thurs. at 6 p.m. rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Honeymooners…Still on It! Couples group with Ginaders: Wed. 7 p.m.  britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

 
“Passport through Acts” Kids’ Faith Formation… Kids’ Church Zoom Meetings will be August 2nd & 16th at 11:30 
 a.m..-noon on Zoom. We will dig deeper into the Acts Story. Activities/crafts for kids who join on Sundays are 
 available “on the clothesline” during the week. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
 
Call for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Part II and Corporation 
      The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant calls for Part II of the Annual Meeting of the Congre-               
 gation and for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation to be held on Sunday, August 9, 2020.  Due to the Covid-19 
 situation, these meetings will be held in the church parking lot beginning at 11:45 a.m. and the agenda for these 
 meetings will be limited to the necessary business of electing elders, deacons and trustees to the class of 2023 and          
 filling other vacancies s necessary. 
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