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July 12, 2020 

10:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 

“Unexpected Places & Faces: A Summer Study of Acts” 
 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—apart!  

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (9:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music             Selections from Organ Suite II, Louis-Nicolas Clerambault           Leslie Weber 
 

Welcome & Announcements                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 Come to worship the One who heals us,  

  who opens our eyes to the goodness of God’s world.  
 Come to worship the One who frees us,  

  who unbinds our hands from the chains we have made.  
 Come to worship the One who calls us,  

 who offers us life and showers us with grace. 

 

*Hymn #69                             Here I am, Lord                              (page 5) 
 

 

 
 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                     Rev. Britney L. V. Knight   
   

  Forgive us when we fail to see you in the face of a stranger,  

   the voice of a neighbor, or the cry of a person in need.  

  Forgive us when we are so consumed with our own stories  

   that we forget the truth of the Easter story.  

  Forgive us when we are quick to judge and slow to act,  

   quick to speak and slow to listen,  

   quick to fear and slow to care.  

  Break into our lives, God of surprises,  

   and grant us the faith to recognize you. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)      Rev. Britney L. V. Knight  
  

 In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 

  we are assured that there is no sin so terrible that God cannot forgive, 

  no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal. 

  

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

continued... 

 P R A Y I N G  
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 God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free. 

 Receive the forgiving love of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)       Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 

Live out the peace of Christ you have shared, and has been shared with you, in the coming week. 
 

 

 
 

 

Reading  Exodus 3:1-6                Seph Kumer 
 

 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 

flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, 

“I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw 

that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is 

holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  
  

Children’s Moment           Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #14               For the Beauty of the Earth                          (page 5) 
 

Reading  Acts 9:1-19                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 

Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching 

Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men 

who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from 

the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him 

into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 

He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 

house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vi-

sion a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusa-

lem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said 

to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and be-

fore the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So 

Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up 

and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 

Sermon          “Unexpected Places & Faces: New Beginnings”           Rev. Chris Weichman 
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Time of Reflection   Come Down, O Love Divine, R. Vaughan Williams/Arr. Wilbur Held             Leslie Weber 
 

How has God grabbed your attention?  Is the Spirit leading you into a new beginning? 

Feel free to share in the Facebook LIVE comment section. 

You may also enter brief prayer requests so that we can pray for and with one another. 
 

Pastoral Prayer               Rev. Chris Weichman 

  God is Good…  All the Time! 

  All the Time…  God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)       

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread,   

  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

*Hymn #662            Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies              (page 6) 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

  

Benediction                              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Postlude    Moderato from the Third Organ Symphony, Charles Callahan           Leslie Weber 

 

“Are we there yet?” 
Worship, faith formation and neighborhood ministry never skipped a beat, even though we have not gathered indoors 

in-person for 4 months.  With Covid-19 on the rise in southwestern PA again, states expeiencing daily Covid death 

records, and the U.S. setting record daily new case counts, gathering indoors does not seem prudent. 

Since concern for the health of neighbors, members and staff has been the prime consideration from the start of the 

pandemic, do not expect adapted, in-person worship or other gatherings in the building until late August at soonest.  

(When that time comes, congregational singing, even with face coverings, will not be included.) 

LIVE-stream worship will remain our means of gathering for the foreseeable future. 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 

 
 
 

Room for YOU: “Unexpected Places and Faces” Small Groups... Where will we go? Who will we meet? Join our 
 8-week summer journey through the book of Acts. Includes a 1/2-hour Facebook LIVE bible study Wednesdays at 
 noon. Small groups will “meet” every other week using Zoom to explore questions around the stories covered in 
 worship and to go deeper. On the weeks groups don’t meet, join the Wednesdays noon Facebook LIVE studies to 
 continue the story (also available any time on the Facebook page after airing). Zoom Groups will  briefly “meet” 
 the weeks of July 19th, August 2nd & 16th. Get Zoom details by emailing a group host: 
  +Praise Band interest group with Monty Service: Thurs. 4:30 p.m. montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org. 
         +Covenant Choir and Bells interest groups with Leslie Weber: Wednesdays Bells-6:30 p.m. & Choir-7:00 p.m. 
     bachfan1956@gmail.com 
         +Women's group with Britney Knight: Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Interested? britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
        +Wednesday Morning group with Britney Knight at 10:30. Open to ALL. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Men's group with Chris Weichman: Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. Contact: chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Church Neighborhood interest group with Seph Kumer: Thurs. at 6 p.m.  seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org 
         +Young Adult (18-30 yrs.) group with Rachel Moldovan: Thurs. at 6 p.m. rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Honeymooners…Still on It! Couples group with Ginaders: Wed. 7 p.m.  britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

“Passport through Acts” Kids’ Faith Formation… Kids’ Church Zoom Meetings will be July 12th, August 2nd & 

 16th at 11:30 AM-Noon on Zoom. We will dig deeper into the Acts Story. Activities/crafts for kids who join 

 on Sundays will be delivered to their house during the week. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Mini-Parade Outreach HELP needed Tuesday  Drive the church pickup truck, drive the church van, help hand out 

 freeze pops. YOUR help is needed on July 14 from 5 to 8 p.m.  2-mile walking parade, masked, social-distanced. 

 Help Our West Bayfront deliver some joy and Covid health info. to neighbors. Call/text Seph today: 566-0287 
 

Take a walk!  Themed, self-guided “West BayWalks” will be offered at 4 p.m. on Wednesdays beginning July 15. 

 Themes include: Parks & Gardens, Black History, Houses of Worship, Murals & Public Art. Register (free t-shirt for 

 first 100) & more info. at: www.ourwestbayfront.org/walks Grab your mask and friends, and take a West BayWalk! 

 Route maps available “on the clothesline” outside, and in the vestibule inside, at the church! 
 

Help Write the August Chimes Newsletter… How have you seen or experienced God’s care, peace, provision, grace, 

 mercy, love—recently, in spite of the pandemic restrictions & anxieties? What are you learning? Submit your 3-4 

 sentence response (or other newsletter submissions) by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15: office@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

Deadline: July 19...Help former pastor Timm High and his church help their flooded community. Dams failed in 

 Midland, MI in May and the community was devastated.  Your Mission Committee and Elders want to help Timm’s 

 congregation engage Midland residents and repair flood damage. Up to $2,000 in gifts will be matched by First Cov-

 enant. Make checks out to FPCC, 250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 with “Midland Flood Relief” on memo line. 

 

Youth Social-Distance Kayaking!! 2 choices: Wed., July 22nd at 3 p.m., or Wed., July 29th at 10 a.m., for a 2.5 hour 

 tour of the Presque Isle lagoons. Reduced cost: $20, includes everything: kayak, life vest, tour guide, etc. For stu-

 dents entering 6th-graduated 12th grade. (Max. 6-8 kayakers per day. Min.4 per day needed.) Leaders: Britney, Alex 

 and Kaitlyn. To reserve your spot: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

All-Ages/All-Church Scavenger Hunt July 26th offered by the Christian Ed. Committee, beginning at 11:30 a.m. Find 

 stuff, do things, solve riddles, “crush the checklist”, and cover the most ground around Erie in two hours! Win good-

 ies from FPCC’s finest bakers (including Jackie Jones!) . Register your car britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

  

Montreat@Home for Youth July 27-31. No need to go all the way to NC this summer! Montreat Youth Conference 

 offers an online experience!  For all youth entering 6th-12th grade.  Gather on Zoom for videos, devotionals with each 

 other, and games. Monday-Thursday 7-8:30 p.m.  On Friday we will have a socially-distanced viewing party on the 

 Kirk House lawn, Drive-In movie style at 9 p.m.  Masked and in-person, we will have devotions, watch the closing 

 message, enjoy a fire & ice cream, play with glow sticks, and more.   britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Flamingo Summer! Have a pre-K to grade 5 child? Dress up Frances the FPCC Flamingo and take him on your favor

 ite summer activity, sharing photos with us on Facebook. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  Grown-ups, 

 want to get in on some Flamingo Fun? Rob Baker is passing “the other flamingo” around:  rbakererie@gmail.com 
 

“Thank you to all who donated to Our Neighbors’ Place through the Highmark Walk. Your kindness and generosity are 

  heartwarming and overwhelming.  Love your neighbor as yourself  is truly taken to heart and action at FPCC and I  

 am blessed to be part of this caring congregation.” —Pat Tracy (4) 

 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
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