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July 5, 2020 

10:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE with Communion 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 

“Unexpected Places & Faces: A Summer Study of Acts” 
 

Welcome! Come, let us worship and share Communion together—apart!  

Be sure to gather some form of “bread” and “cup” before today’s service. 

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (9:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music                   Amazing Grace, Jack Schrader                      Leslie Weber 

           God of Our Fathers, Gilbert Martin 
                

Welcome & Announcements                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

Opening Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                  Rachel Moldovan 

 

 We gather to praise and worship God, 

  the one who created us for love. 

 We gather to worship the true vine, 

  the one in whose love we abide. 
 

*Hymn #331                     God of the Ages                                            (page 5) 
 

 

 
 

Prayer of Confession (responsive; read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Britney L. V. Knight   
   

 O Christ, you are the true vine, and you have made us your branches. 

 In your grace, we find strength, and in your love we are set free. 

  Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who have been freed, 

  When we act as if the Easter story did not turn the world upside down.  

 Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who are your branches, 

 when we forget that we are rooted in you and bound to one another by your Spirit. 

  Forgive us, O Christ, our one true vine, 

  and teach us to abide in you.  
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)      Rev. Britney L. V. Knight  
  

 Hear the good news of God’s promise: 

 I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 

 Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  Thanks be to God. 

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

 P R A Y I N G  

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/


*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)       Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 

Live out the peace of Christ you have shared, and has been shared with you, in the coming week. 
 

 

 
 

 

Reading  John 15:1-8               Rachel Moldovan 
 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no 

fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the 

word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Who- ever does 

not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
  

Children’s Moment           Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #649                       Amazing Grace                                    (page 5) 
 

Reading  Acts 8:26-40                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 

to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isai-

ah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him 

reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scrip-

ture that he was reading was this: 

 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way re-

joicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Sermon          “Unexpected Places & Faces: Spirit Let Loose”           Rev. Chris Weichman 
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 L  I   S   T  E  N  I   N  G  



 

 

 

        

Hymn #399 (twice)                 God Welcomes All          (page 6) 
 

Holy Communion               Rev. Chris Weichman 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table & Words of Institution 

  God is Good…  All the Time! 

  All the Time…  God is Good! 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)       

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread,   

  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Partaking of the Bread  Say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” to each other as you share the bread. 
 

Partaking of the Cup  Say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” To each other as you share the cup. 
 

Communion Music The Gift to Be Simple (American Shaker Melody), Dale Wood        Leslie Weber 

 

Prayer (unison)                Rev. Chris Weichman 

 God Most High, we have lifted our hearts to you, in this joyful meal with our risen Lord. 

 Continue to surround us and sustain us so that we may feast with you in glory 

  at the wedding of heaven and earth; 

 through Christ, who lives and reigns forever.  Amen. 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 
 

*Hymn #547 Verse 3 only        Go, My Children, with My Blessing             (page 6) 
  

Benediction                              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Postlude               Postlude on National Airs, Charles Callahan                         Leslie Weber 

 

A gift to the Vicary Organ Fund in lieu of flowers was made today by Mr. David Briggs and family 

in memory of Karen Briggs, Bob Briggs and Robert & Edith Briggs.  
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 R E S P O N D I  N G  

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


 

 
 

 

Happy Independence Day Weekend! How are you celebrating 244 years of America’s independence, 1776-2020? 
 

Beginning THIS week: “Unexpected Places and Faces” Small Groups: Where will we go? Who will we meet? Join 
 our 8-week summer journey through the book of Acts. Start with a 1/2-hour Facebook LIVE bible study Wednes-
 days at noon. Small groups will “meet” every other week using Zoom to explore questions around the stories cov
 ered in worship and to go deeper. On the weeks groups don’t meet, join the Wednesdays noon Facebook LIVE stud
 ies to continue the story (also available any time on the Facebook page after airing). Zoom Groups will “meet” the 
 weeks of July 5th & 19th, August 2nd & 16th. Get Zoom details by emailing a group host: 
  +Praise Band group led by Monty Service: Thursdays 4:30 p.m. If you have played or sung with the praise band 
     or are interested in possibly joining them when possible again. montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org. 
         +Covenant Choir and Bells group with Leslie Weber: Wednesdays Bells-6:30 p.m. & Choir-7:00. Ever sung in  
      the choir, played hand bells, OR are you interested in joining in the future? bachfan1956@gmail.com 
         +Women's group with Britney Knight: Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Interested? britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
        +Wednesday morning group with Britney Knight at 10:30. Open to ALL. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Men's group with Chris Weichman: Time/Day TBD-group preference. chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Church Neighborhood group with Seph Kumer: Thursdays at 6 p.m. Live downtown near the church, or just   
     want to be a part of a small group discussion? seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org 
         +Young Adult (18-30 yrs.) group with Rachel Moldovan: Thurs. at 6 p.m. rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Honeymooners…Still on It! group with Geoff and Darcy Ginader: Monday or Wednesday nights based best  
     night for couples who sign up! Interested? Sign up with Britney, britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
    Do you want to participate in a small group but none of these group times/days or descriptions speak to you? 
 Ellie Zimmer, Elder/Chair C.E. Committee, is interested in hosting a group.  Contact Britney Knight if interested! 
 

“Passport through Acts” Kids’ Faith Formation… Kids’ Church Zoom Meetings will be July 12th, & 26th, August 

 2nd & 16th at 11:30 AM-Noon on Zoom. We will dig deeper into the Acts Story. Activities/crafts for kids who join 

 on Sundays will be delivered to their house during the week.  
 

Take a walk! Get some exercise and learn more about the church’s west bayfront neighborhoods. Creativity is King for 

 a summer where (almost) everything is canceled/adapted.  Self-guided “West BayWalks” will be offered at 4 p.m. 

 on Wednesdays beginning July 15. Themes include: Parks & Gardens, Black History, Houses of Worship, Murals & 

 Public Art. Register (free t-shirt for first 100) & more info. at: www.ourwestbayfront.org/walks Grab a friend and a  

 mask, and take a West BayWalk! 
 

Our Daily Bread & Upper Room Did you know that you can order daily devotionals to be delivered directly to your 

 mailbox? Our Daily Bread (free): www.odb.org/signup & Upper Room ($10/year): Mail $10 check & your 

 request for subscription with name/address to “The Upper Room, PO Box 433108, Palm Coast, FL 32143-9834 

 

If you are providing a cake for Sunday Supper today deliver them down the playground stairwell from 2:45 to 3:15. 

 

Help former pastor Timm High and his Church help their flooded community. Dams failed in Midland, MI in mid-

 May and the community was devastated (including Rev. High’s home).  Your Mission Committee and Session 

 would like to help  Timm’s congregation engage Midland residents and repair flood damage. Up to $2,000 in gifts 

 from members and friends will be matched by the church. Make checks out to FPCC, and mail to the church, 250 

 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 by July 19, with “Midland Flood Relief” on the memo line. 

 

The July church newsletter was mailed on 6/25.  Request a copy: office@firstcovenanterie.org or 814.456.4243  

 

August Chimes Newsletter Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15: office@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

“Is it time for the church to ‘open’?” Worship, faith formation and neighborhood ministry never stopped even though 

 we have not gathered indoors in-person for almost 4 months.  Though Erie County is “green”, adapted inperson 

 worship and other gatherings in the building will not occur until late August at soonest. With Pennsylvania Covid-

 19 on the rise again, and the nation setting daily new case records, one has to question the wisdom of gathering in-

 doors. Indoor congregational singing is not possible, even with face coverings. Out of concern for the health of 

 neighbors, staff and members, LIVE-stream worship will remain our means of gathering for the foreseeable  future. 

 

Flamingo Summer! Have a pre-K to grade 5 child? Dress up Frances the FPCC Flamingo and take him with you on 

 your favorite summer activity, sharing photos with us on Facebook. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  

 Are you a grown-up wanting to get in on some Flamingo Fun? Rob Baker has begun passing “the other flamingo” 

 around. Same idea! Details: rbakererie@gmail.com  (4) 

 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  
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